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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The  present  volume  treats  of  the  Common- 
wealth, strictly  so  called,  the  subject  for  the 
sake  of  which  the  work  was  undertaken.  Its 
earlier  portions  are  in  a  certain  sense  preli- 
minary matter,  though  iudispensible  to  the 
understanding  of  the  whole.  It  is  this  sub- 
ject which  has  uniformly  furnished  a  theme 
for  scurrility  to  the  advocates  of  prerogative 
and  despotism.  One  hundred  and  seventy- 
four  years  have  now  passed  over  it ;  and  it  is 
time  that  it  should  be  made  the  province  of 
genuine  history,  of  patient  enquiry  and  sober 
judgment.  Party  annalists  have  skimmed  its 
surface,  and  passed  away,  as  if  poison  lurked 
among  its  ingredients.  An  attempt  is  here 
made  to  analyse  its  contents,  to  assign  the 
motives  of  the  actors,  and  to  trace  up  effects 
to  the  causes  from  which  they  sprung. 

Till  the  period  at  which  this  volume  com- 
mences, the   great   lenders  among  the  Com- 


vi  ADVERTISEMENT. 

monwealthsmen  may  be  considered  as  merely 
engaged  in  clearing  away  obstacles,  and  ob- 
taining  an  adequate  area  tor  reducing  their 
speculations  to  practice.  In  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year  1649  they  abolished  king- 
ship and  the  house  of  lords  :  they  had  no  old 
institutions  standing  in  the  way  to  impede 
their  efforts.  Now  it  was  that  they  were  to 
erect  their  republic. 

But,  if  there  remained  no  old  institutions 
to  thwart  their  endeavours,  the  memory  of 
these  institutions  still  subsisted,  and  presented 
a  formidable  difficulty  with  which  for  them 
to  contend.  We  shall  see  in  what  manner 
they  tried  to  surmount  that  difficulty.  Their 
ultimate  success  was  not  equal  to  their  cou- 
rage and  their  talents.  But,  if  they  did  not 
build  up  a  Commonwealth  as  durable  as  the 
foundations  of  the  world,  they  at  least  subdued 
every  declared  enemy,  both  from  within  and 
without,  and  caused  themselves  to  be  re- 
spected and  feared  by  all  surrounding  na- 
tions. The  five  years  treated  of  in  this  volume 
may  challenge  any  equal  period  of  English 
history  in  the  glory  of  its  rule,  and  perhaps 
in  the  virtue  and  disinterestedness  of  many 
of  its  most  distinguished  leaders. 


ADVERTISEMENT.  vil 

I  have  derived  an  invaluable  accession  of 
authorities,  particularly  for  the  present  vo- 
lume of  my  work,  from  the  collection  of  re- 
cords relating  to  this  period,  deposited  at  the 
State  Paper  Office  in  Great  George  Street, 
Westminster.  Especially,  the  Order  Books 
of  the  Council  of  State  have  been  a  guide  to 
me  in  a  multitude  of  difficult  questions.  In 
the  mean  time  it  is  impossible  to  speak  justlv 
and  adequately  on  the  subject,  without  no- 
ticing the  singular  merits  of  Mr.  Robert 
Lemon,  the  Deputy  Keeper.  Previously  to 
the  period  of  his  superintendence,  these  re- 
cords were  in  a  state  of  absolute  chaos,  inca- 
pable of  being  used  or  consulted  by  any  one. 
By  the  labour  of  years,  bv  an  industry  and 
application  indefatigable  and  unparalleled,  he 
has  rescued  innumerable  documents  from  ob- 
livion, and  has  arranged  and  caused  to  be 
bound  up  in  volumes,  to  the  amount  of  some 
hundreds,  detached  memoranda  and  single 
leaves  of  paper,  which  together  form  an 
almost  complete  record  of  the  pecuniary  mea- 
sures and  financial  proceedings  of  the  Long 
Parliament  during  the  arduous  and  critical 
period  of  its  government. 

Next  to  these  in  authenticity,  and  abound- 
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ine  with  the  most  various  information,  is  the 

collection  of  Commonwealth  Tracts,  given  by 
George  the  Third  to  the  British  Museum. 
They  comprise  a  complete  series  of  the  news- 
papers of  the  times.  They  include  almost 
every  fugitive  pamphlet  or  sheet  printed  du- 
ring that  period,  purchased  at  the  time  by 
some  industrious  collector,  bound  uniformly, 
and  marked  on  the  title-page  of  each,  with 
the  day  of  the  month  on  which  it  was  bought, 
which  is  for  the  most  part  the  very  day  of 
the  publication. 

June  9,  1827. 


ERRATA. 

Page      9,  Note,  line  2.  for  1763,  read  1653. 

109,  line  25.  for  unequivocal,  read  equivocal. 

240,  line  15.  for  branded,  read  constructed. 

431,  line  20.  for  one  hundred  and  twenty,  read  one  hundred 

and  twenty-two. 
538,  after  the  list  of  the  council  of  state,  add,  Appointed  to  sit 
till  November  the  Third. 
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NEW  GREAT  SEAL  ORDERED. TERM,  ORDINANCE, 
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The  preceding  Book  closed  with  the  death  of  chap. 
Charles  the   First.      The  motives  of  those  who 


were   most  active   in  brino-ino-   about   this   cata-       1649. 

i  •  •         Genera] 

strophe  were  twofold  :  first,  they  held  it  an  in-  newsofthe 
dispensible  act  of  justice,  that  the  great  delin-  buy  leaden 
quent  of  all,  as  they  styled  him,  the  man  who  had  2JeSSS>f 

VOL.  III.  B  the  king. 
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book   been  the  main  aggressor,  and  cause  of  the  civil 


in. 


war  and  all  its  consequences,  should  be  made  the 
1649.      subject  of  exemplary  punishment :  secondly,  they 
desired  a  fundamental  change  in  the  government 
of  their  country,  and  believed  that  a  republican 
administration,  with  no  mixture  of  monarchy,  was 
most  conducive  to  the  well  being,  the  erect  atti- 
tude and  independence,  of  mankind  in  general, 
and  most  to  be  desired  for  the  English  nation  in 
its  present  condition. 
Particular         In  saying  this,  we  are  considering  man  as  an 
meats.         intellectual  being,  and  capable  of  being  guided 
by  the  dictates  of  his  understanding.     And  we 
are  excluding  from  our  view  the  petty  and  indi- 
vidual passions,  by  which  human  creatures  are, 
consciously  or  otherwise,  accustomed  to  be  influ- 
enced in  their  decision.   Fairfax51,  and  Vaneb,  and 
Cromwel,  and  Iretonc,  and  many  others,  had  been 
subjected  to  the  personal  affronts  of  the  sovereign, 
which  they  might  or  might  not  recollect  on  this 
trying  occasion  :  there  were  probably  some  who 
had  lost  their  fathers,  their   sons,  or  their  near 
kindred,  in  the  conflicts  of  the  civil  war  :  it  is  in 
the  nature  of  men,  that,  in  their  discussions  and 

a  See  above,  Vol.  I,  p.  496. 

b  1  forget  where  I  have  read,  that,  Vane  (at  that  time  a  very 
young  man)  being  in  the  presence-chamber,  the  king  suddenly 
came  in,  upon  which  the  youth  withdrew,  and  hid  himself  behind 
the  arras.  Charles,  perceiving  a  motion  in  the  hangings,  poked 
with  his  stick  at  that  part  of  the  room,  till  Vane  was  obliged  to 
come  forth,  and  retired  in  some  confusion. 

c  See  above,  Vol.  II,  p.  401,  402. 
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communications  with  each  other  respecting  sub- 
lunary events,  they  should  have  their  resentments 
excited,  and  their  angry  passions  inflamed,  and      1649 
that  such  circumstances   should    influence  their 
opinions  and  determinations  in  the  passing  scene  : 
one  man  contributes  to  an  event,  that  he  may  es- 
tablish the  sagacity  of  his  own  predictions,  and 
another  that  he   may  enjoy  the    disappointment 
and  mortification  of  a  rival  :  and,  lastly,  ambition 
had  doubtless  its  share  in  producing  this  memora- 
ble catastrophe,  the  ambition  of  some  who  aspired 
to  high  place  in  the  promised  republic ;  and,  it 
may  be,  though  I  believe  this  was  not  the  case, 
the  ambition  of  some,  who  looked  beyond  the  re- 
public, who  regarded  it  merely  as  the  stepping- 
stone  to  something  further,  and  who  anticipated 
the  day  when  they  should  mount  to  higher  station 
on  its  ruins. 

We  have  been  compelled  to  pass  over  several  state  of 
events,  which  occurred  during  the  last  three  or 
four  weeks  of  the  life  of  Charles,  that  we  might 
give  an  exclusive  and  undivided  attention  to  the 
trial,  and  to  what  happened  to  him  individually 
during  the  concluding  scenes  of  his  existence. 
To  these  we  will  now  therefore  return. 

It  has  already  appeared   that  Whitlocke   and      1648. 
Widdringtond,  keepers  of  the  great  seal,  held  a  tions"  **' 

d  He  is  described  by  Whitlocke,  as  a  gentleman  of  known  in- 
tegrity, of  great  abilities  in  his  profession,  and  married  to  a  sister 
of  the  lord  general,  Fairfax.      Whitlocke,  Mar.  2,  1648. 
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book    consultation,  on  the  eighteenth,  and  again  on  the 
t  IIL   J   twenty-first  of  December,  with  Cromwel,  Lenthal 
^TSmT     and  Dean,  to  consider  how  the  settlement  of  the 
kingdom  might  best  be  effected c.      One  of  the 
propositions  here  discussed,  was  that  of  deposing 
the  king,  passing  over  his  two  elder  sons,  as  having 
borne  arms  against  the  parliament,  and  placing  the 
crown  on  the  head  of  the  youngest,  the  duke  of 
Gloucester f.      There   is  great  reason  to  believe 
that  this  was  the  proposal  supported  by  Whit- 
locke. 
Resoiu-  The  time  however  was  now  arrived,  when  the 

futuSrcngo!  leaders  of  the  army  judged  it  proper  to  hold  a 
ofEnmgiand.  plainer  language.     On  the  twenty-third  the  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  consider  how  to  proceed 
in  a  way  of  justice  against  the  king  and  other  ca- 
pital   offenders  s.     Whitlocke  and  Widdrington, 
whose  names  stood  at  the  head  of  this  committee, 
had  resolved  to  have  no  concern  in  the  business 
of  bringing  a  sovereign  prince  to  trial  by  his  own 
subjects ;  and  therefore,  being  summoned  to  the 
committee  on  the  twenty-sixth,  they  went  out  of 
town  together,  that  they  might  escape  any  further 
application  on  that  heads.     It  was  on  the  same 
day  that  the  question  of  considering  how  the  set- 
tlement of  the  kingdom  might  best  be  effected, 
and  the  care  of  presenting  some  general  heads  for 
that  purpose,  were  first  referred  to  the  committee 

€  Vol.  II,  p.  653.       f  Whitlocke,  Dec.  23.       p  Vol.  II,  p.  658. 
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for  preparing  proceedings  against  the  kingh.  The 
three  resolutions,  that  the  people,  under  God,  are 
the  original  of  all  just  power,  that  the  commons'  \6-i9 
house  in  parliament,  being  chosen  by,  and  repre- 
senting the  people,  have  the  supreme  power,  and 
that  whatever  is  enacted  by  them  has  the  force  of 
law,  though  the  consent  of  king  and  peers  be  not 
added  to  it,  emanated  from  this  committee1. 

Two  days  after  this,  the  designs  of  the  persons  New  seal 
at  present  at  the  head  of  affairs,  were  more  fully 
developed.  On  that  day  a  bill  was  brought  in 
for  settling  proceedings  in  courts  of  justice,  and 
read  a  first  and  a  second  time,  the  principal  object 
of  which  appears  to  have  been  to  supersede  the 
name  of  the  king  in  all  writs  and  other  formali- 
ties. At  the  same  time  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  direct  the  construction  of  a  new  great 
seal,  suitable  to  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
nation k.  Eleven  members  were  also  added  to 
the  committee  of  executive  government  at  Derby 
House,  Ireton,  Marten,  Ludlow,  lord  Grey  of  Groby, 
lord  Monson,  Daniel  Blagrave,  Gilbert  Milling- 
ton,  William  Purefoy,  Nicholas  Love,  Michael 
Oldisworth,  and  John  Fry1.  On  the  ninth  Henry 
Marten  brought  in  the  report  of  the  committee  for 
the  construction  of  a  new  great  seal ;  and  it  was 
directed  that  on  the  one  side  there  should  be  en- 


h  Journals,  Dec.  56.         '  Vol.  II,  p.  661.    Journals,  Jan   I. 

k  Journal?,  Jan.  6.  '  Ibid. 
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book  graved  the  map  of  England  and  Ireland,  and  on 
the  other  a  representation  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons, with  the  inscription,  "  In  the  First  Year  of 
Freedom,    by   God's  Blessing  Restored"1."     On 

rroceed-     this  day  Whitlocke  and  Widdrington  by  mutual 

ings  of  the  ,        , ,  -.11 

commissi-    agreement  made  their  appearance  in  the  house, 
oners  of  the  ^  tjiey   mig]lt  not  by   inference  be    included 

among:  the  members  who  refused  all  concern  with 
the  present  government".  Whitlocke,  with  inter- 
esting ingenuousness  remarks,  "January  12.  We 
heard  demurrers,  forenoon  and  afternoon,  in  the 
Queen's  Court;  the  counsel  were  more  peremp- 
tory and  unsatisfied  than  ordinary,  and  used  us 
like  declining  officers  :"  and  the  next  day,  "Some 
told  us  for  news,  that  new  commissioners  of  the 
great  seal  were  to  be  appointed,  Serjeants  Brad- 
shaw,  Thorpe  and  Nicholas.  This  was  supposed 
to  be  discourse  only,  as  some  would  have  it." 
Petition  of       On  the  fifteenth  a  declaration  was  voted,  shew- 

the  com-         .  . 

moncoun-  mg  the  grounds  on  which  the  house  acted  in  an- 
nulling; the  resolution  that  the  kind's  answers  to 
the  propositions  were  a  ground  to  proceed  upon 
for  the  settlement  of  the  peace  of  the  kingdom0. 
The  same  day  a  petition  was  presented  from  the 
common  council  of  the  city  of  London,  approving 
of  the  proceedings  against  the  king,  and  of  the 
declaration  that  the  supreme  power  is  in  the  house 
of  commons.    To  diis  petition  the  lord  mayor  and 

m  Journals.  n  Whitlocke.  °  Journals. 
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the  court  of  aldermen  had  refused  their  concur- 
rence p. 

The  parliament  of  Scotland  met  on  the  fourth      1649. 
of  January,  and  the  next  day  a  letter  was  read  ?roce(Ld: 

J  '  J  mgs  of  the 

from  the  Scots'  commissioners  in  London,  recapi-  parliament 

•  1  i-iiiii  i  i  ofScotland. 

tulating  the  events  which  had  lately  taken  place 
there,  and  desiring  to  be  instructed  as  to  the  con- 
duct the}''  should  observe.  The  instructions  that 
were  given  were  cautious  and  temperate.  They 
were  directed,  to  do  nothing  which  should  imply 
an  approbation  of  the  late  violence  put  upon  the 
house  of  commons  in  England ;  to  address  them- 
selves to  such  members  of  both  houses  as  were 
friendly  to  the  Scottish  nation  ;  to  do  nothing 
that  should  tend  to  justify  the  king's  proceedings 
and  actions,  or  the  duke  of  Hamilton's  invasion, 
or  that  should  afford  occasion  to  a  new  war ;  to 
declare  that  the  king's  last  concessions  were  not 
satisfactory  to  the  Scots  in  point  of  religion  ;  to 
protest  against  any  criminal  proceeding  in  rela- 
tion to  him ;  and  to  shew  how  grievous  such  pro- 
ceeding would  be  as  connected  with  the  delivery 
of  his  person  by  the  Scots  at  Newcastle  3. 

According  to  Whitlocke,  certain  papers  were  Commissi- 

3  ■■       01  ,  •      •  it  oners  sant 

offered  from  the  Scots  commissioners  to  the  house  into  Scot- 
of  commons  on  the  sixteenth,  but  were  laid  aside 
and  not  read,  on  the  ground  of  their  not  acknow- 


i*  Ibid.     Whitlocke.     Rushworth. 

i  Balfour,  Annals,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  373  to  385. 
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led^mo"  the  house  for  a  parliament1.  The  next 
day  however,  it  was  voted  that  fit  persons  should 
be  sent  to  the  parliament  of  Scotland,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  continuing  a  good  understanding  between 
the  two  nations9.  At  this  time  the  style  of  the  laws 
passed  by  the  house  of  commons  was  changed ; 
and  what  had  hitherto  been  called  ordinances, 
were  denominated  acts  of  parliament*.  An  act 
being  made  for  adjourning  the  term,  the  earl  of 
Kent  and  lord  Grey  of  Werke,  two  of  the  com- 
missioners of  the  great  seal,  declined  signing 
the  customary  warrants  for  the  purpose,  because 
the  act  had  not  the  consent  of  the  house  of  lords ; 
but  Whitlocke  and  Widdrington,  the  other  two, 
expressed  their  compliance"  :  and  accordingly  an 
act  was  brought  in  and  passed,  authorising  them 
to  sign  the  warrants,  and  declaring  their  signatures 
sufficients 

On  the  twentieth  of  January,  the  king  was  for 
the  first  time  produced  before  the  high  court  of 
justice  :  and,  on  the  twenty-second,  the  Scots'  com- 
missioners, Lothian,  Cheesley  and  Glendenning, 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  speaker,  expressive  of 
the  undoubted  interest  which  Scotland  had  in 
Charles's  safety,  and  adding  that  he  was  not  de- 
livered to  the  English  commissioners  at  Newcastle 
for  the  ruin  of  his  person,  but  for  a  speedier  set- 


'  Whitlocke.  '  Journals. 

"  Whitlocke,  Jan.  17,  18. 


1  Whitlocke,  Jan.  16. 
w  Journals,  Jan.  20. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH.  9 

tlement  of  the  peace  of  his  kingdoms.  They 
further  declare  their  utter  repugnance  to  the  pro- 
ceeding against  him  in  the  way  of  trial,  and  their  1649. 
anticipation  of  the  extreme  miseries  that  are  likely 
to  ensue  upon  it  to  both  kingdoms.  They  con- 
clude with  requesting  leave  of  the  house,  that 
they  may  be  permitted  to  make  their  personal 
addresses  to  the  king.  They  at  the  same  time 
laid  before  the  commons  a  copy  of  the  instruc- 
tions they  had  received  from  the  parliament  of 
Scotland  x. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  the  act  for  settling  pro-  Act  ma- 
ceedings   in  courts  of  justice  was  read  a  third  ^S£i^" 
time,  and  passed.     The  purport  of  this  act  was,  |![°claim  a 
that,    in  all   courts  of  law,   as  well  as  in  writs, 
grants,    and   indictments,    instead   of  the   name, 
style  and  title  of  the  king,  the  form  should  hence- 
forth be,  in  the  name  of  the  keepers  of  the  liberty 
of  England  by  the  authority  of  parliament *.     On 
the  same  day  the  sentence  against  the  king  was 
passed,  and  recorded  ;  and  an  act  was  brought  in, 
making   it  treasonable  to  proclaim   any  king  in 


*  Journals.     Whitlocke.     Rushworth,  p.  1399. 

y  Scobel,  Acts  of  Parliament  in  1649,  1650, 1651,  (printed  1763,) 
p.  1.  This  phrase  is  very  obscure.  It  appears  however,  from  the 
form  of  the  writs,  to  mean  the  commissioners  of  the  great  seal. 
And  this  interpretation  is  supported  by  the  language  of  the  acts  of 
treason,  May  14,  and  July  17, 1649,  in  which  the  plotting  or  endt  a- 
vouring  the  subversion  of  the  keepers  of  the  liberty  of  England,  or 
of  the  council  of  state,  is  declared  to  be  treason. 
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England  without  the  authority  of  parliament.  This 
act  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed  on  the  thir- 
tieth; and  proclamation  ordered  to  be  forthwith 
made  of  the  act  by  the  Serjeant  at  arms,  at  Cheap- 
side,  the  Old  Exchange,  and  Westminster2. 

On  the  sixth  of  February  it  was  voted  that  the 
house  of  peers  in  parliament  is  useless,  dangerous, 
and  ouo-ht  to  be  abolished a.  This  was  the  last 
day  of  the  sitting  of  that  house.  And  on  the  day 
following  it  was  further  voted,  that  the  office  of  a 
king  in  this  nation,  and  to  have  the  power  in  a 
single  person,  is  unnecessary,  burthensome,  and 
dangerous  to  the  liberty,  safety  and  public  inter- 
est of  the  peoplea.  Immediately  after  this  it  was 
ordered,  that  there  be  a  council  of  state  erected, 
to  consist  of  not  more  than  forty  persons,  and  it 
was  referred  to  John  Lisle,  Cornelius  Holland, 
Thomas  Scot,  Edmund  Ludlow,  and  Luke  Robin- 
son, to  present  to  the  house  the  names  of  such 
persons  as  they  should  conceive  fit  to  be  mem- 
bers of  this  council.  On  the  previous  question 
for  abolishing  the  house  of  peers  there  was  a  di- 
vision, forty-four  to  twenty-nine,  Henry  Marten 
and  lord  Grey  of  Groby  being  tellers  for  the  ma- 
jority, and  colonels  Purefoy  and  Sydenham  for 
the  minority  b. 


*  Journals.    Whitlocke.    Rushworth,  p.  1431 . 

*  Journals.  b  Ibid. 
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The  ninth  of  February  was  the  first  day  of  term,    chap. 
or  sitting:  in  the  courts  of  law ;  and  this  circum- 


L 


stance  rendered  it  necessary  that  certain  prelimi-  1649. 
nary  steps  should  immediately  be  taken.  Of  the  Six  of  the 
twelve  judges,  the  two-  chief  justices,  the  chief  sign. 
baron,  with  Jermyn  for  the  king's  bench,  Phea- 
sant for  the  common  pleas,  and  Gates  for  the  ex- 
chequer, signified  their  willingness  to  continue 
in  the  exercise  of  their  offices,  provided  the  house 
of  commons  passed  a  declaration  that  they  were 
resolved  to  maintain  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
nation,  and  passed  an  act  for  repealing  the  oaths 
of  allegiance  and  supremacy.  This  was  accord- 
ingly done  without  delay.  An  oath  well  and 
truly  to  serve  the  parliament  and  people  was  sub- 
stituted ;  and,  the  name  of  king's  bench  being 
taken  away,  that  of  upper  bench  was  substituted 
in  its  place.  The  other  six  judges  declined  tak- 
ing commissions  under  the  commonwealth0.  The 
great  seal  was  at  the  same  time  brought  into  the 
house,  and  broken  in  pieces  :  and,  a  new  seal 
being  ready,  and  Widdrington  declining  to  con- 
tinue in  office,  it  was  intrusted  to  Whitlocke,  ser-  Commis- 
jeant  Richard  Keble,  and  John  Lisle.  At  the  the  seal. 
same  time  the  office  of  commissioner  was  rendered 
more  important  and  honourable  by  its  being  enact- 
ed that  it  should  henceforth  be  held  by  the  tenure, 
quamdiu  sc  bene  gesserint6. 


Journals,  Feb.  a,  o.     Whitlocke.  [bid. 
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book        On  the  thirteenth,  Thomas  Scot  reported  to  the 


v____,  house,  from  the  committee  appointed  for  that  pur- 
1649.      pose,  certain  instructions  for  the  members  of  the 
rt^nom!-  council  of  state,  which  were  immediately  assented 
nated.         t0)  ancj  i\ie  names  of  the  persons  whom  the  com- 
mittee judged  fitting  to  be  of  the  council*5;  and, 
the  next  day,  these  names  were,  one  by  one,  put  to 
the  vote  in  parliament.     A  remarkable  delicacy 
was  observed  in  this  business.     The  five  indivi- 
duals to  whom  it  was   referred  to  bring  in  the 
names  of  proper  persons  to  constitute  the  execu- 
tive government,  were  none  of  them  such  as  had 
been  habitually  concerned  in  the  conduct  of  pub- 
lic  affairs,  and  two  of  them,  Scot  and  Ludlow, 
were  principally   known  for  no  other  qualities, 
than  their  integrity,  their  great  devotion  to  the 
public  welfare,  and  the  ardour  of  their  republi- 
can sentiments.    It  is  worthy  of  observation,  that, 
it  havinp;  been  decided  that  the  council  of  state 
should  consist  of  forty  persons,  the  five  nomina- 
tors  appear  to  have  brought   in  a  list  of  only 
thirty-five  names.     Of  these  four  were  peers,  the 
earls  of  Pembroke,  Denbigh  and  Mul grave,  and 
lord  Grey  of  Werke ;  and  two,  peers'  sons,  lord 
viscount  Lisle,  and  lord  Grey  of  Groby.    To  these 
were  added,  the  two  chief  justices  and  the  chief 
baron ;  three  general  officers,    Fairfax,   Cromwel 
and   Skippon ;   and   twenty-three   other  persons. 


c  Journals. 
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These  names  seem  to  have  been  adopted  without  CHAP 
delay ;  there  only  appears  a  division  (50  to  25,  L 
Marten  being  a  teller  for  the  noes,  and  Miles  ""^7 
Corbet  for  the  ayes)  on  the  earl  of  Pembroke.  The 
house  then  proceeded  to  add  Lisle,  Ludlow  and 
Scot,  making-  the  number  thirty-eight.  Some 
one  proposed  the  earl  of  Salisbury,  which  was 
carried.  The  names  of  Ireton  and  Harrison  were 
next  suggested,  and  negatived  on  the  previous 
question.  How  names,  so  honourable,  and  of  so 
high  esteem  among  the  republicans,  came  to  be 
omitted  in  the  list  from  the  committee  must  always 
remain  a  mystery.  The  business  was  concluded 
the  next  day  by  adopting  Cornelius  Holland  and 
Luke  Robinson,  the  two  remaining  nominators f. 
Of  these  persons  the  only  one  who  appears  not 
to  have  been  a  member  of  parliament,  was  Brad- 
shaw :  to  which  we  may  probably  add  the  three 
judges.  Rolle  is  not  in  the  list  of  members  ;  and 
St.  John  says  of  himself^,  "  I  ceased  to  be  of  the 
house  of  commons  in  October  1648,  and  sat  not 
again  till  June  1651."  On  this  occasion  we  find 
the  style  of  St.  John  changed  into  that  of  chief 
justice  of  the  common  benchh.  Walter  Frost,  who 
had  before  been  secretary  to  the  committee  of 
Derby  House,  was  continued  in  the  same  office  to 
the  council  of  state'.  The  power  of  the  council 
was  ordered  to  continue  for  one  yeark. 


'Journals.  '  Case,  p.  2.  h  Journals,  Feb.  14, 

'  Ibid,  Feb.  15.  »  Ibid,  Feb.  I  J 
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book        The   votes,  abolishing  the   kingly  office,  and 

IIL  taking  away  the  house  of  peers,  were  not  turned 

V^7J  into  laws  till  the  seventeenth  and  nineteenth  of 

Acts  of  the  following  month  respectively1. 

parliament 

against  __ — — — 

king  and 

peers.  '  Scobcl,  Part  II,  cap.  16,  17. 
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COUNCIL  OF  STATE, 

Installed  February  the  Seventeenth,  1649. 


Philip  Earl  of  Pembroke. 
William  Earl  of  Salisbury. 
Basil  Earl  of  Denbigh. 
Edmund  Earl  of  Mulgrave. 
William  Lord  Grey  of  Werke. 
Philip  Viscount  Lisle. 
Thomas  Lord  Grey  of  Groby. 
Bulstrode  Whitlocke,  ^  Keepers  of 
John  Lisle,  $  the  Sea!. 

Henry  Rolle,  Chief  Justice. 
Oliver  St.  John,  Chief  Justice. 
John  Wild,  Chief  Baron. 
Thomas  Lord  Fairfax. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Oliver  Cromwel. 
Major  Gen.  Philip  Skippon. 
Sir  Arthur  Haselrig,  Bart. 
Sir  Gilbert  Pickering,  Bart. 
Sir  William  Masham,  Bart. 
Sir  William  Armine,  Bart. 
Sir  William  Constable,  Bart. 
Sir  Henry  Mildmay,  Knt. 


Sir  Henry  Vane,  Knt. 
Sir  John  Danvers,  Knt. 
Sir  James  Harrington,  Knt 
Henry  Marten. 
John  Bradshaw. 
Valentine  Wauton. 
William  Purefoy. 
Robert  Wallop. 
John  Hutchinson. 
Anthony  Stapeley. 
William  Ileveningham. 
Dennis  Bond. 
Alexander  Popham. 
John  Jones. 
Aid.  Rowland  Wilson. 
Aid.  Isaac  Pennington. 
Edmund  Ludlow. 
Thomas  Scot. 
Cornelius  Holland. 
Luke  Robinson. 
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BERS.  OFFICE  OF  LORD  ADMIRAL  PUT  IN  COM- 
MISSION.  BRADSHAW     MADE     PRESIDENT     OF 

THE  COUNCIL  OF  STATE. MILTON  APPOINTED 

SECRETARY  FOR  FOREIGN  TONGUES. 


1649. 

Critical 


new  go- 
vernment 


book  There  are  few  situations  recorded  in  the  annals 
of  history,  in  which  a  higher  degree  of  fortitude 
and  talent  can  be  supposed  to  be  called  for  in  the 

state  of  the  conductors  of  public  affairs,  than  was  demanded 
in  the  men  who  erected  the  Commonwealth  of 
England  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1649.  It 
was  almost  six  hundred  years  that  England  had 
been  governed  by  an  uninterrupted  succession  of 
kings  from  the  Norman  Conquest ;  not  to  mention 
that  monarchy  had  been  regarded  as  an  essential 
part  of  its  political  condition  under  the  Saxons, 
and  even  from  the  time  that  Britain  had  ceased 
to  be  a  Roman  Province.  Man,  and  generations 
of  men,  are  not  links  broken  off  from  the  great 
chain  of  being  :  they  are  not  like  some  of  the  in- 
ferior sorts  of  animals,  having  no  opportunity  of 


Nature  of 
human  so- 
ciety. 
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intercourse  with  those  that  went  before  them,  and 
indebted  for  their  systems  of  action  only  to  their 
internal  constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  universe,  ie-i9. 
and  not  to  imitation.  Generations  of  men  are 
linked  and  dovetailed  into  each  other.  Our 
modes  of  thinking,  our  predilections  and  aversions, 
our  systems  of  judging,  our  habits  of  life,  our 
courage  or  our  cowardice,  our  elevation  or  our 
meanness,  are  in  a  great  degree  regulated  by  those 
of  our  immediate  ancestors.  One  race  of  men  does 
not  pass  oft'  the  stage  without  leaving  their  stamp 
and  their  ply  upon  those  who  come  after  them  : 
and,  in  this  way,  though  generations  are  eva- 
nescent and  fugitive,  nations  are,  in  a  certain 
limited  sense  of  the  word,  immortal. 

It  was  therefore  a  great  and  perilous  experi-  Association 

i  i  i        •    i     i  •  *     ,  •      of  Weas. 

ment  that  was  made  upon  the  inhabitants  oi  this 
country,  by  the  men  who,  in  the  middle  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  resolved  to  communicate  to 
the  English  nation  the  blessing,  such  they  deemed 
it,  of  a  republican  government.  We  are  told  of 
a  dancer,  who  had  been  accustomed  to  perform 
his  figure  with  a  chest  standing  against  one  side 
of  the  room,  and  who  felt,  when  the  chest  was 
removed,  unable  to  repeat  the  lesson  in  which  he 
had  been  instructed*.  Things  immaterial  and 
unessential  are  felt  by  us  to  be  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance, when  we  have  never  been  accustomed 

*  Locke,  Of  Human  Understanding,  Book  II,  chaj>.  xxxiii 
VOL.   III.  C 
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book    to  do  without  them:  and,  independently  of  the 
t  ***•   J  question  whether  monarchy  is  absolutely  a  good 
1649.      or  an  ill,  this  consideration  was  of  the  utmost 
moment  in  the  present  instance.     It  was  of  no 
consequence  that  the  republican  leaders  might  be 
able  to  persuade  a  certain  number  of  their  coun- 
trymen that  their  system  was  excellent.     Those 
who  remained  unconvinced  were  still  a  clog  and 
an    impediment   to   such  as  deemed  themselves 
of  more  ripened  judgment :  and  it  was  of  the  last 
importance  to  calculate  the  numbers  of  those  who 
adhered  to  the  old  impressions,  how  tenaciously 
they  would  resist  innovation,  and  in  what  degree, 
whether  with  a  quicker  or  slower  process,  they 
were  likely  to  be  brought  over  by  persons  who 
desired  to  enlighten  them, 
state  of  the       But  the  parliament,  at  the  same  time  that  they 
peerage.       determined  the  office  of  king  to  be  unnecessary, 
Weightand  voted  that  the  house  of  peers  was  useless.     At 
rfffi""*   this  period  there  were  in  the  list  of  the  peerage 
two  dukes,  two  marquisses,  fifty-six  earls,  seven 
viscounts,  and  fifty-two  barons,  exclusively  of  five 
persons,  eldest  sons  of  earls,  who  had  been  called 
up  by  writ  to  that  house,  and  who  only  added  to 
the  number  temporarily,  till  they  should  succeed 
to  the  title  which  they  were  in  order  to  inherit. 
Many   of  these  persons   possessed  the  amplest 
estates  in  the  country,  and  were  in  the  receipt  of 
Number  of  the  largest  revenues.     A  considerable  number  of 
had  ad-       them  had  taken  part  with  the  king  in  the  great 

hered  to  the 
king. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH.  19 

breach   between    him   and  the  parliament,    and    chap. 
therefore,  according  to  the  usual  fate  of  a  de-   v      '  _, 
feated  party,  might  expect  for  a  time,  but  not      1C49. 
always,  to  be  excluded  from  their  honours  and 
influence  in  the  state  :  they  might  expect  it;  but 
it  does  not  follow  that  they  would  be  contented 
under  this  eclipse.     They  would  naturally,  under 
any  ordinary  change,   have  looked  forward  to  a 
gradual  restoration. 

But  there  was  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Number  of 

1  those  who 

ancient  nobility,  and  some  of  them  of  the  most  had  taken 

c      L  i  xi  side  against 

extensive  fortunes,  who,  in  the  very  commence-  him. 
ment  of  the  breach,  had  frankly  taken  part  with 
the  commons,  had  fought  under  their  standard, 
had  taken  command  in  their  armies,  and  had  ac- 
cepted civil  offices,  which  conferred  on  them 
honours  and  emoluments,  but  at  the  same  time 
demanded  from  them  the  conscientious  discharge 
of  duties,  upon  which  the  success  of  the  public 
cause  more  or  less  depended.  The  passing  of  Self-deny 
the  self-denying  ordinance  in  1G45  for  the  pre-  nance. 
sent  at  least  put  an  end  to  this.  It  was  felt  at  the 
time  that  this  ordinance  fell  with  an  undue  weight 
on  the  peerage,  since,  of  the  order  of  men  consti- 
tuting the  commons  of  England,  only  a  few  per- 
sons, such  as  had  been  chosen  to  represent  the 
whole,  were  excluded  from  offices  of  trust  and 
emolument,  whereas  the  whole  order  of  the  peers 
was  indiscriminately  proscribed  b. 


b  Seeabovi ,  Vol.  I,  p.  40'.'. 
I    2 
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book  But  the  entire  abolition  of  the  house  of  peers 
v  _1IL  ;  at  this  time  was  a  proceeding  of  a  very  different 
1649.  magnitude.  And  every  member  of  that  class 
dispie^ure  must  be  supposed  to  have  deeply  felt  this  pri- 
"he'pcirage  vation  of  one  of  tlie  highest  honours  and  privi- 
ty *f  pre.   ]eo.es  to  which  by  the  constitution  of  the  govern- 

Bent  change.        o      >  •> 

ment  of  their  country  they  were  born.  Here  was 
then  a  body  of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty, 
persons,  the  richest  and  most  influential  in  the 
community,  that  were  necessarily  rendered  more 
or  less  actively,  the  enemies  of  the  new  establish- 
ment, and  many  of  them  persons  who  had  taken 
a  distinguished  part  in  laying  the  first  foundations 
of  the  change.  A  very  few  of  these  (for  man  is 
a  being  capable  of  acts  of  disinterestedness  and 
self-denial ;  and  some  might  be  seduced  by  a  love 
of  singularity,  or  by  inducements  more  powerful 
than  those  which  were  common  to  the  whole  of 
them  as  a  body) — A  very  few  of  them  might  sin- 
cerely unite  with  the  authors  of  the  common- 
wealth ;  others  might  be  led  to  make  a  show  of 
neutrality;  and  the  rest  awed  into  silence  and 
forbearance,  by  the  tremendous  power  at  this  time 
possessed  by  the  regicides  and  the  heads  of  the 
army.  But  the  alienation  of  mind  of  so  important 
a  body  was  no  small  drawback  on  the  probable 
felicity  of  the  new  institution. 
Sentiments  When  we  speak  of  the  extinction  of  the  house 
seVp^ ep'"  of  lords,  it  is  natural  at  the  same  time  to  recollect 
clergy-  the  lords  spiritual,  or  order  of  bishops,  twenty-six 
in  number,  who  were  not  only  deprived  of  their 
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privilege  as  members  of  the  great  council,  but 
had  also  lost  by  the  change  that  had  taken  place 
the  greater  part  of  their  emoluments  and  reve-  1649. 
nues.  If  we  add  to  these  the  remainder  of  the 
hierarchy,  deans  and  chapters,  archdeacons,  ca- 
nons, prebendaries,  and  the  whole  body  of  the 
inferior  clergy,  we  shall  find  them  amounting  to 
a  considerable  army.  It  is  true  the  majority  of 
the  nation  was  at  this  time  anti-episcopal ;  and  it 
was  therefore  to  be  expected  that  their  greatness 
and  prosperity  should  cease  with  this  change  of 
opinion.  But  they  were  not  less  the  determined 
enemies  of  the  new  order  of  things ;  they  con- 
sidered their  cause  as  the  cause  of  God,  and  were 
bent  to  employ  all  the  advantages  they  derived 
from  learning,  and  all  the  influence  they  possessed 
over  their  followers,  for  the  destruction  of  the 
present  system. 

As  far  as  religion  was  concerned,  the  English  Sentiments 

, .    .  ,     ,  ,  .       .  .  .  ! .  of  the 

nation  was  divided  at  this  time  into  episcopalians,  presbyte- 
presby  terians,  independents,  and  a  numerous  herd 
of  sects  and  fanatics.  The  episcopal  party  was 
inextricably  bound  up  with  the  royalist ;  and 
they  fell  together,  subdued,  not  extinguished. 
Hope  and  zeal  still  inspired  and  animated  their 
bosoms.  The  presbyterians,  more  numerous  than 
they,  had  the  present  ecclesiastical  establishment 
moulded  for  the  most  part  according  to  their  will, 
and  were  in  possession  of  a  vast  majority  of  the 
sacred   edifices  and  the  church-revenues  of  tin 
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Provoca- 
tions to 
which  both 
these  had 
been  ex- 
posed. 


country.  But  they  were  defeated  as  a  political 
party,  and  felt  therefore  scarcely  less  animosity 
to  the  present  rulers  than  the  episcopalians  did. 
They  were  also  royalists  as  well  as  the  episco- 
palians, though  after  a  different  fashion.  They 
to  a  man  adhered  to  the  house  of  Stuart,  and  de- 
sired the  restoration  of  Charles  the  Second,  but 
upon  stipulated  and  defined  conditions,  and  upon 
terms  considerably  similar  to  those  which  had 
been  offered  to  his  father  in  the  isle  of  Wight. 

Beside  the  inherent  strength  and  importance  of 
these  parties,  they  were  both  of  them  rendered 
additionally  formidable  from  the  irritation  they 
felt  at  the  unprecedented  way,  in  which  they  had 
been  defeated  and  all  their  energies  laid  pros- 
trate, by  the  superior  talents  and  courage  and 
audacity  of  their  common  enemy.  The  royalists 
had  been  driven  to  desperation,  for  the  head  of 
the  sovereign  had  rolled  on  the  scaffold.  The 
presbyterians  had  just  voted  that  the  king's  con- 
cessions were  a  sufficient  ground  for  settling  the 
peace  of  the  kingdom,  when  the  army  the  next 
morning  took  possession  of  the  capital,  and  seized 
forty-one  of  the  members  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons who  were  most  obnoxious  to  them,  while 
their  leaders  proceeded  with  the  same  steadiness, 
solemnity  and  unaltered  resolution  to  complete  the 
catastrophe,  as  we  might  have  expected  from  them, 
if  there  had  not  been  a  man  in  the  country  who 
disapproved  or  was  in  opposition  to  their  measures. 
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The  views  and  the  projects  of  these  two  parties    chap. 

were  in  no  degree  baffled,  and  were  in  several   v * 

respects  improved,  by  the  sentence  and  execution  1049. 
that  had  passed  on  the  king.  He  had  sustained  able  situa- 
disgraces  which  fixed  on  him  to  a  certain  degree  Charies  the 
the  character  of  an  ill-fated  prince.  Like  all  so-  First- 
vereiorns,  he  had  even  amono-  his  avowed  followers 
and  adherents  some  who  entertained  for  him  a 
personal  attachment,  and  others  who,  with  the 
most  decided  vocation  to  loyalty,  had  received 
marks  of  unkindness  from  him,  who  adhered  to 
him  as  the  representative  of  English  sovereignty, 
but  had  small  partiality  for  him  as  an  individual. 
In  addition  to  this  circumstance,  which  is  more  or 
less  the  lot  of  every  man  in  high  station,  Charles 
was  known  in  his  court  and  in  his  royal  capacity, 
as  a  person  of  cold  and  ungracious  manners,  who 
from  that  cause  made  himself  many  enemies,  and 
often  drove  those  men  from  his  side,  whose  at- 
tachment it  was  eminently  his  interest  to  secure. 
If  such  was  the  case  with  the  royalists,  it  was 
still  worse  with  the  presbyterians.  They  desired 
monarchy  ;  but  their  whole  hearts  were  set  upon 
their  own  ecclesiastical  system :  and  they  had  so 
often,  and  always  ineffectually,  tried  to  prevail  on 
Charles  to  yield  to  them  in  this  point,  that  they 
had  every  reason  to  look  upon  the  question  in 
this  respect  with  despair. 

The  king  was  removed ;  but  he  had  left  be-  Ativan. 
hind  him  three  sons,  each  of  them  endowed  with  successors. 
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book    such  qualities,  as  might  bid  fair  to  adorn  a  throne, 

TIT 

^  __,  or  impart  grace  to  a  private  fortune.  The  eldest 
1649.  of  them,  whom  the  partisans  of  monarchy  in  En- 
of  Charles  gland  already  delighted  to  call  king  Charles  the 
SuStiml  Second,  was  a  young  man  who  had  nearly  com- 
pleted the  nineteenth  year  of  his  age,  with  large 
features  that,  softened  as  they  were  in  the  first 
dawn  of  manhood,  were  singularly  prepossessing, 
and  with  a  frank  countenance.  His  manners  were 
the  reverse  of  those  of  his  father,  open,  frank  and 
engaging,  and  calculated  to  turn  all  those  who 
had  intercourse  with  him  into  personal  friends. 
He  had  taken  some  part,  both  by  land  and  sea, 
in  the  civil  war ;  and  almost  all  he  had  done  was 
gallant,  spirited,  and  creditable  to  his  station  and 
rank.  His  eulogium,  as  pronounced  by  lord  Capel 
on  the  scaffold,  was  in  somewhat  of  this  manner  : 
"  The  eldest  son  of  your  late  king,  is  your  true 
and  lawful  sovereign,  and  is  worthy  to  be  so.  I 
had  the  honour  to  have  been  for  some  years  near 
his  person,  and  therefore  cannot  but  know  him 
well ;  and  I  assure  you,  that  he  is  a  prince  of 
great  understanding,  of  an  excellent  nature,  of 
much  courage,  an  entire  lover  of  justice,  and  of 
exemplary  piety,  that  he  is  not  to  be  shaken  in 
his  religion,  and  has  all  those  princely  virtues 
which  can  make  a  nation  happy c."     Add  to  this, 

c  Clarendon,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  272.    The  language  here  may  perhaps 
be  a  little  coloured  by  the  inventive  quality  of  the  historian. 
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his  good  qualities,  whatever  they  were,  appeared 
to  more  advantage  from  the  cloud  of  adversity 
that  hung  over  him,  having  attained  to  the  most  1649. 
prepossessing  season  of  human  life,  born  to  suc- 
ceed to  one  of  the  proudest  thrones  on  the  face  of 
the  earth,  but  now  made,  by  the  effect  of  a  most 
disastrous  fortune,  an  outcast  and  a  beggar. 

Never  therefore  did  any  governors  enter  upon  Character 
their  functions  under  more  formidable  difficulties,  who  were  at 
than  the  men  who  now  undertook  to  steer  and  di-  JaJ^  °f 
rect  the  vessel  of  the  new  commonwealth.  They 
were  in  a  certain  sense  a  handful  of  men,  with  the 
whole  people  of  England  against  them.  Their 
hold  on  the  community  was,  by  their  religious 
sentiments,  those  of  the  independents,  by  the 
rooted  aversion  of  many  to  the  late  king  and  his 
family,  by  the  sincere  terror  that  was  felt  of  the 
ascendancy  either  of  the  episcopal  or  presbyterian 
party,  and  the  devout  adherence  of  a  respectable 
set  of  men  to  the  principle  of  religious  toleration. 
The  character  also  of  the  leaders  did  wonders. 
Scarcely  has  there  existed  a  body  of  more  eminent 
statesmen,  than  Cromwel,  Ireton,  Bradshaw,  Mar- 
ten and  Vane.  It  was  by  their  personal  qualities 
principally,  that  they  effected  the  great  change, 
and  placed  a  select  parliament  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  men  in  the  supreme  legislative  authority*1, 

d  Their  names  will  be  found  at  length  in  this  History,  at  the 
period  of  their  dispersion  by  Cromwel. 


liament. 
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book  in  the  room  of  a  house  of  commons  of  five  hundred 
^  ^j  and  six,  which,  with  the  king,  and  the  house  of 
1649.  lords,  held  a  divided  rule  in  November  1640. 
They  had  also  the  army  to  support  them :  Crom- 
wel  having  exercised  all  the  vigilance  and  sa- 
gacity of  his  nature,  and  his  extraordinary  power 
of  conciliating  the  hearts  of  men,  in  rendering  this 
body  in  all  respects  such,  as  his  ambition,  or  his 
patriotism  desired  :  though  we  shall  presently  see 
that  the  most  vigorous  efforts  were  made  to  under- 
mine  him  in  this,  the  strong  hold  of  his  authority, 
state  of  the  It  no  sooner  appeared  that  the  government  now 
tioninpar-  established  promised  a  certain  degree  of  perma- 
nence, than  many  of  those  persons  who  had  been 
forcibly  excluded  from  the  house  of  commons,  or 
had  voluntarily  withdrawn  their  attendance,  ma- 
nifested an  inclination  to  resume  their  seats e. 
One  of  the  greatest  disadvantages  and  sources  of 
discredit  to  the  present  government,  consisted  in 
the  thinness  of  the  meetings  of  the  legislative  as- 
sembly ;  and  consequently  they  would  have  been 
glad,  by  any  safe  means,  to  remedy  this  disad- 
vantage. But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  decisive 
ascendancy  they  now  possessed  in  parliament, 
had  been  secured  by  extremity  and  violence ; 
and  they  were  urgently  bound  to  use  such  pre- 
cautions for  the  future,  as  should  prevent  the  ne- 
cessity of  again  recurring  to  similar  violence f. 

-  Ludlow,  Vol.  I,  p.  292.  f  Ibid. 
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So  early  as  the  eighteenth  of  December  it  was 
ordered  that  every  member  should  have  liberty 
to  declare  his  dissent  from  the  vote  of  the  fifth,       1649 
importing  that  the  king's  concessions  were  a  suf-  signifying 


a 
dissent  to 


ficient  ground  to  proceed  upon  for  the  settlement  a^voteo( 
of  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  S;  and  at  the  same  ^fifth" 
time  a  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  dissent  should  be  expressed, 
and  to  accept  or  refuse  the  declarations  that  might 
be  tendered.  Thirty-six  dissents  appear  to  have 
been  recorded  on  the  twentieth  ;  three  on  the 
twenty-first ;  and  twelve  more  on  the  twenty-fifth  h. 
Ludlow,  who  was  one  of  the  committee,  confesses, 
that,  when  they  were  doubtful  of  the  intentions  of 
the  person  who  offered  himself,  they  endeavoured, 
by  weighing  his  former  deportment,  to  be  in  some 
way  assured  that  he  would  be  true  to  what  he 
promised  in  case  the  commonwealth  interest 
should  come  to  be  disputed,  before  they  would 
report  his  condition  to  the  house1. 

On  the  first  of  February  an  act  was  passed, 
that  such  members  as  had  voted  on  the  fifth  of 

*  See  Vol.  II,  p.  651,  G52.  Whitlocke.  Rushworth.  The  order 
is  erased  from  the  Journals  :  but  its  purport  is  sufficiently  describe  I 
in  the  resolution  of  February  21,  1660,  by  which  it  is  annulled. 

''  The  dissents  were  ordered  to  be  expunged,  Feb.  22,  1660;  for 
the  numbers  and  names  therefore  we  are  indebted  to  Clement 
Walker,  Part  II,  §.  43.  The  dissent  of  Cromwel,  Ireton,  and 
nine  others,  is  entered  on  the  day  of  signing  the  king's  warrant. 
See  Journals. 

1  Ludlow,  p.  293. 
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Instalment 
of  the 

council  of 
state. 


December  for  the  king's  propositions  should  not 
be  re-admitted,  that  such  as  had  then  voted  in  the 
negative  should  enter  their  dissent,  and  that  such 
as  had  been  absent  on  that  day  should  in  like 
manner  signify  their  dissent  before  they  were 
acknowledged  as  members  k. 

On  the  day  on  which  the  instructions  to  the 
council  of  state  were  voted,  an  engagement  was 
drawn  up  and  adopted,  to  be  taken  by  each  coun- 
sellor previously  to  his  admission,  the  purport  of 
which  was  to  express  his  approbation  of  all  that 
had  been  done  in  the  king's  trial,  in  the  abolish- 
ing of  kingship,  and  the  taking  away  the  house 
of  lords,  and  in  the  vote  of  the  fourteenth  of  July 
preceding,  by  which  the  Scottish  invaders  had 
been  declared  enemies,  and  all  the  English  who 
adhered  to  them  rebels  and  traitors1. 

The  council  met  for  the  first  time  at  Derby 
House  on  Saturday,  the  seventeenth,  when  there 
were  fourteen  members  present,  the  principal  of 


k  Whitlocke.  C.  Walker,  §.  96.  The  passing  of  this  act  is  among 
the  erasures.  There  appears  also  to  have  been  many  dissents  en- 
tered from  Feb.  1  to  19,  which  were  afterwards  erased.  This  de- 
facing of  a  public  record  is  perfectly  of  a  piece  with  the  spirit  of 
the  rest  of  the  measures  adopted  by  the  ministers  of  Charles  the 
Second  on  his  Restoration.  It  was  with  some  difficulty  (owing  to 
the  mistaken  zeal  of  the  officer  who  has  the  custody  of  the  Journals) 
that  I  got  permission  in  1826  to  endeavour  to  decipher  the  words 
and  passages  erased,  which  is  in  no  instance  a  task  of  insuperable 
difficulty. 

1  Journals,  Feb.  13.     Whitlocke,  Feb.  19. 
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whom  were  Cromwel,  Marten,  Wauton,  Ludlow,    chap. 
Scot,  Robinson,  and  lord  Grey  of  Groby.     Thir- 
teen of  the  fourteen  subscribed  the  engagement,      1649 
and  then  directed  a  general  summons  to  be  issued 
to  the  whole  number  of  members  named  in  the 
act,  for  the  following  Monday m. 

On  that  day  thirty-four   members  made  their  Engage 

ment  rr- 

appearance.  Among  those  who  were  not  present  deiied. 
the  first  day,  we  may  observe  the  earls  of  Pem- 
broke, Salisbury  and  Denbigh,  lord  Grey  of 
Werke,  viscount  Lisle,  Fairfax,  sir  Arthur  Hasel- 
rig,  Skippon,  Whitlocke,  Hutchinson,  Alexander 
Popham,  and  John  Lisle,  with  the  aldermen 
Pennington  and  Wilson".  The  same  day  Crom- 
wel from  the  council  made  a  report  to  the  house, 
that  six  more  counsellors  had  subscribed  the  en- 
gagement, but  that  Denbigh,  with  the  three  other 
earls  chosen,  and  Fairfax,  objected  to  its  retro- 
spective character.  The  four  earls  alleged,  that 
it  was  hostile  to  what  they  had  acted  as  peers  in 
the  house  of  lords,  then  acknowledged  for  a  third 
estate  in  the  kingdom.  They  added,  that,  there 
being  now  no  other  power  in  England  but  that  of 
the  house  of  commons,  in  whom  the  liberty  of 
the  people  was  involved,  they  were  resolved  to 
live  and  die  with  that  house,  and  that  whatever 
government  the  commons  should  appoint,  they 
were  ready  faithfully  to  serve  with  their  lives  and 


"'  Order  Book  of  Council,  deposited  in  the  State  Paper  Office. 
"  Ibid. 
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book    fortunes".     Other  counsellors   offered  objections 
v  ,    in  some  degree  similar.     Whitlocke  alleged  his 

i«a      scruple,  as  to  what  related  to  the  approving  what 
had  been  done  by  the  high  court  of  justice,  with 
which  he  w'as  by  no   means  fully  acquainted  p. 
Among  the  excepters  were  lord  Lisle,  Skippon, 
and  sir  Arthur  Haselrigq,  who  had  all  three  of 
them  been  named  among  the  king's  judges,  but 
had  taken  no  part  in  the  trial.     They  are  stated 
as  amounting  to  twenty-two1" ;  from  whence  it  fol- 
lows, that  those  who  were  not  present,  neverthe- 
less sent  in  their  answers  on  that  point s.    The  ob- 
jections thus  offered  appear  to  have  been  allowed 
by  the  parliament,   as  we    find  these    members 
taking  their  places  in  the  council   as  frequently 
as  some  of  those  that  subscribed.     The  engage- 
ment was  probably  qualified  for  them,  in  the  way 
prescribed  for  members  of  parliament  and  others 
by  the  act  passed  in  the    present  week,   into   a 
simple  declaration  and  promise,  to  be  true  and 
faithful  to  the  commonwealth  of  England,  as  now 
established,  without  king  or  house  of  lords  *.     To 


°  Journals.  p  Whitlocke,  Feb.  19. 

i  Journals  of  Council.  r  Whitlocke. 

s  A  further  inference  which  arises  from  this  fact  is,  that  the 
three  chief  judges,  Rolle,  St.  John,  and  Wild,  answered  to  the  sum- 
mons to  the  council  of  state,  and  excused  themselves  from  sitting, 
as  being  unwilling  to  sign  the  retrospective  engagement. 

1  All  that  relates  to  this  act  is  expunged  from  the  Journals, 
Feb.  22 ;  but  its  contents  are  expressed  in  the  order  for  that  pur- 
pose, Mar.  13,  1660. 
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this  engagement  few  persons  probably  were  in-    chap. 

clined  to  object,  it  scarcely   implying  more  than    v , 

such  an  expression  of  a  purpose  to  live  peaceably  is** 
and  inoffensively  under  the  present  administration 
as  is  ordinarily  required  by  all  governments.  It 
was  therefore  qualified  the  next  day  by  an  order 
hostile  to  all  such  members  as  had  not  already 
sat  since  the  thirty-first  of  January  u. 

Sir  Henry  Vane  took  his  seat  in  the  council  on  Vane  takes 
the  twenty-sixth  of  February,  nine  days  from  its  the  council, 
first  instalment"'.  He  had  withdrawn  himself 
from  the  parliament,  on  occasion  of  the  compul- 
sory reduction  of  its  members  on  the  sixth  of  De- 
cember, not  being  satisfied  either  with  that  mea- 
sure, or  with  the  proceedings  in  relation  to  the 
king's  trial.  It  was  with  much  difficulty,  and  in 
the  result  of  many  arguments,  that  Cromwel  pre- 
vailed on  him  to  return  to  the  parliament,  and 
take  his  seat  in  the  council,  when  the  common- 
wealth was  already  constituted,  and  his  assistance 
was  so  urgently  required x. 

Vane  being  the  individual  in  the  councils  of 
the  commonwealth,  second  only  to  Cromwel  in 
ability,  and  infinitely  his  superior  in  integrity  and 

u  Journals,  Feb.  21,  1660.  w  Order  Book. 

x  Stubbc,  Malice  Rebuked,  p.  59.  Rogers,  Vindication  of  Vane 
from  the  Lies  and  Calumnies  of  Richard  Baxter,  \>.  6,7.  Stubbe 
was  one  of  the  most  eminent  scholars  of  that  or  any  other  period, 
and  was  indebted  lor  the  first  development  of  his  talents  to  the 
regard  and  liberality  of  Vane. 
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book    the  entire  absence  of  all  personal  and  ambitious 

v _j    views,   it  seems  but  just  that  we  should    here 

1649.  revert  for  a  moment  to  his  personal  history, 
incidents  He  was  descended  from  a  family  that  has  given 
life!'8  iry  two  earls  to  our  peerage,  those  of  Westmorland 
and  Darlington,  the  latter  his  lineal  descendant y. 
His  father  was  secretary  of  state  to  Charles  the 
First.  He  was  born  about  the  year  1615  z.  At 
the  close  of  his  education  at  home,  he  spent  some 
little  time  in  France,  and  more  at  Geneva,  where 
he  imbibed  an  unconquerable  aversion  to  the  li- 
turgy and  government  of  the  church  of  England. 
He  expressed  these  sentiments  with  great  frank- 
ness, and  fell  under  the  high  displeasure  of  his 
father a.  Uneasy  therefore  at  home,  he  resolved 
to  pass  over  to  New  England  in  1635,  where  he 
remained  two  years.  His  extraordinary  endow- 
ments, and  his  being  the  eldest  son  of  a  principal 
minister  in  England,  pointed  him  out  to  the  par- 
tiality of  the  colonists ;  and,  before  the  end  of 
the  first  year  of  his  residence  among  them,  he  was 
chosen  governor  of  the  settlement b.  Soon  after 
his  return  to  Europe,  he  was  appointed  to  the 
office  of  joint-treasurer  of  the  navy.  This  place, 
which  he  afterwards  held  without  a  partner,  en- 
titled the  possessor  to  a  poundage,  that,   in  time 


T  Collins,  Peerage.  z  Strafford,  Letters,  Vol.  I,  p.  463. 

a  Clarendon,  Vol.  I,  p.  187. 

b  Strafford,  ubi  supra,  and  Vol.  II,  p.  116.     Clarendon,  ubi  supra. 
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of  peace,  amounted  to  about  three  thousand  pounds    chap. 
per  annum,  but  in  a  time  of  foreign  war,  such  as    v""_, 
that  which  soon  after  broke  out  with   Holland,       1649. 
would  have  produced  nearly  twenty  thousand  per 
annum0.      Upon  his  own  petition    however,   he 
was  permitted  to  resign  this  office,  which  he  held 
by  patent  for  life,  for  a  compensation  of  twelve 
hundred  pounds  per  annum  in  landd;  and,  be- 
fore this,   he  had  paid  into  the  public  treasury, 
during  the  civil  war,  the  moiety  of  the  income  he 
derived  from  his  office e. 

St.  John,  another  member  of  the  council,  was  Accession 
also  brought  to  take  an  active  part  in  public  affairs  ofiSt- John- 
at  this  time,  by  the  interposition  of  Cromwel.  He 
says  of  himself f,  "  I  clearly  and  confidently  affirm, 
that. J  never  knew  of  any  intention  to  try  the  kino- 
for  his  life,  or  of  any  one  thing  that  tended  thereto, 
other  waies  then  as  common  newes,  when  all  others 
knew  the  same,  and  was  not  then  of  the  house  of 
commons,  being  made  a  judge  in  1648."  Whit- 
lockes  however,  about  two  years  after  the  king's 
death,  speaks  of  him  by  the  appellation  of  "  Crom- 
well creature." 

There  were  two  ways  in  which  the  number  of  Ways  in 
members  sitting  in   the  house  of  commons  might  uSSit"" 
be  recruited.     One   was   by  the   readmission  of  might. bc, 

J  recruited. 


r  Sikes,  Life  of  Vane,  p.  97.  d  Journals,  July  16,  1650. 

■  Sikes,  ubi  supra.  f  Case  of  Oliver  St.  John,  p.  i, 

*  Feb.  1,  1651. 

VOL.    III.  D 
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hook  the  absent.  And  we  find  the  sitting  members 
i™*j  willing  to  employ  this  resource  as  far  as  might 
i«49.  be  consistent  with  their  own  safety,  and  with  pre- 
venting the  danger  of  having  all  those  steps  re- 
versed, which  they  had  regarded  as  necessary  to 
the  public  good,  and  which  had  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  republican  government  in  England.  The 
other  was  the  issuing  new  writs. 
New  writs  Tliis  latter  resource  their  scheme  of  proceeding 
issued.  prevented  them  from  employing  in  any  consider- 
able degree.  They  altogether  abstained  from  ex- 
pulsion. As  the  only  indispensible  qualification 
of  a  sitting;  member  was  an  enp-a^ement  to  be 
obedient  and  faithful  to  the  existing  government, 
it  was  difficult  to  draw  the  line,  and  to  say  how 
soon  any  member  or  number  of  members  might 
be  admitted  to  subscribe  this  test.  They  there- 
fore left  the  door  of  restoration  apparently  open 
to  all.  We  find  accordingly  only  seven  new 
writs  issued  in  the  next  six  months ;  and  these 
were  all  of  them  in  the  place  of  members  de- 
ceased'1. Among  the  members  newly  chosen, 
Mere  the  earl  of  Pembroke  for  the  county  of 
Berks',  lord  Howard  of  Escrick  for  Carlisle k, 
and  the  earl  of  Salisbury  for  the  borough  of  Lynn1. 
The  earl  of  Pembroke  died  in  January  following; 

b  It  docs  not  appear  that  any  more  writs  were  issued  during  the 
three  following  years. 

1  Journals,  Apr.  16.  k  Ibid,  May  5.  '  Ibid,  Sept.  18. 
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and  his  son,  Philip,  fifth  earl  of  Pembroke,  hav- 
ing   at  the   beginning    of  this  parliament   been 
chosen   to  represent  the    county  of  Glamorgan,       1649. 
continued  to  sit  in  the   house  after  the  death  of 
his  father1". 

The  first  public  act  of  the  council  of  state  was  c. 
on  the  twentieth  of  February,  when  they  resolved  SSS? 
to   recommend  to   parliament  to  vacate   the   an-  ral.'-v  ai>- 

1  x        pointed. 

pointment  of  the  earl  of  Warwick  to  the  office  of 
lord  admiral.  Warwick  had  on  all  occasions 
shewed  himself  a  frank  and  strenuous  presbyte- 
rian ;  and  they  judged  it  becoming  that  no  one 
should  at  present  hold  a  situation  of  so  high  con- 
fidence, who  was  not  a  sincere  republican.  A 
bill  was  therefore  brought  in  and  passed,  for  re- 
pealing lord  Warwick's  ordinance,  and  vesting 
the  power  of  lord  admiral  in  the  council  of  state". 
The  next  day  another  act  was  made,  appointing  command- 
Robert  Blake,  Edward  Popham  (brother  to  the  J? 
counsellor  of  state),  and  Richard  Dean,  to  the 
command  of  the  fleet0.  Each  of  these  became 
afterwards  eminent  naval  commanders  under 
the  commonwealth.  On  the  twelfth  of  March 
Vane,  Wauton,  and  alderman  Rowland  Wilson 
were  by  the  council  of  state  named  a  committee, 
to  carry  on  the  affairs  of  the  admiralty  and 
navy  p. 

■  W  hitlocke,  Jan.  23,  1650. 
u  Journals,  Feb.  22,  23.     Scobcl,  Part  II,  cap.  L3. 
0  Scobcl,  Part  II,  cap.  M.  r'  Ord(  r  Book  of  Council. 

n  2 
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book  On  the  tenth  of  March  it  was  determined  by 
t  t    the  council,  which   had  hitherto   had  a  different 

1649.  praeses  for  each  day  of  their  sitting,  that  there 
named  pre-  should  be  a  president;  and  Bradshaw  was  ap- 
tfcSZLa.  pointed  to  that  office «.  Three  days  later,  Milton, 
Milton  se.  the  kinsman  of  Bradshaw1",  was  made  secretary 
foreign        to  the  council,  for  foreign  tongues  %  which  office 

had  been  held  by  Weckerlin  under  the  committee 

of  both  kino-doms9. 

O 

Remarks.  It  is  impossible  to  consider  these  appointments 

without  great  respect.  They  laid  the  foundation 
for  the  illustrious  figure  which  was  made  by  the 
commonwealth  of  England  during  the  succeeding 
years.  The  admirable  state  of  the  navy  is  in  a 
great  degree  to  be  ascribed  to  the  superlative 
talents  and  eminent  public  virtue  of  Vane.  The 
naval  commanders  were  such  as  can  scarcely  be 
equalled  in  any  age  or  country.  The  attachment 
of  Milton  is  equivalent  to  volumes  in  commenda- 
tion of  Bradshaw.  The  perfect  friendship  of 
these  three  men,  Milton,  Bradshaw  and  Vane,  is 
in  itself  considered,  a  glory  to  the  island  that 
gave  them  birth. 

The  council,  we  are  told,  took  up  a  resolution, 
that  they  would  neither  write  to  other  states,  nor 


q  Order  Book.  r  See  above,  Vol.  IT,  p.  78,  note. 

*  On  the  twenty-fifth  of  November  1648  Edmund  Prideaux  had 
been  appointed  solicitor  general,  and  9  April  in  this  year  he  was 
named  to  the  office  of  attorney  general.     Journals. 
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receive  answers,  but  in  the  tongue  which  was 
common  to  all,  and  fittest  to  record  great  things, 
the  subject  of  future  history4.  And  they  fixed  1649 
on  Milton,  the  language  of  whose  state-papers  is 
full  of  energy  and  wisdom,  and  must  have  im- 
pressed foreign  states  with  a  high  opinion  of  the 
government  from  which  they  came.  The  character 
of  the  great  poet  of  England  frequently  discovers 
itself  in  these  productions,  without  detracting  in 
the  smallest  degree  from  the  graveness  and  sobriety 
which  the  occasions,  and  the  rank  of  the  nation 
in  whose  name  they  were  written,  demanded. 
On  the  other  hand  Milton,  who  felt  as  deeply  as 
any  man,  that  his  proper  destination  was  the 
quiet  and  sequestered  paths  of  literature,  con- 
ceived that  he  could  not  decline  a  public  station, 
when  the  demand  came  to  him  from  such  men, 
and  was  that  he  should  devote  himself  to  the 
service  of  that  scheme  of  a  republic,  which  above 
all  earthly  things  he  loved". 

1  Toland,  Life  of  Milton. 

"  Wc  cannot  excuse  ourselves  from  inserting  here  the  sonnet 
which  Milton  addressed  to  Vane  in  the  year  1652,  strikingly  as  it 
is  calculated  to  illustrate  the  character  and  feelings  of  the  most 
honourahlc  men  who  acted  together  at  this  period.  The  date  of 
this  sonnet  i<  ascertained  in  the  Life  of  Vane,  p.  98,  where  it  is 
accompanied  with  five  pages  of  comment. 

Vane,  young  in  years,  hut  in  sage  counsel  old, 
Then  whom  a  better  senatour  ne'er  held 
The  helme  of  Rome,  when  town-  nut  arms  repelPd 
The  in  1. 1   Epirol  and  the  African  hold. 
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B  0  0  K         NN  bcthcr  to  settle  peace,  or  to  unfold 
III.  The  drift  of  hollow  states  hard  to  he  spell'd, 

Then  to  advise  how  war  may,  best  upheld, 
Move  by  her  two  main  nerves,  iron  and  gold, 

Jn  all  her  equipage:  besides  to  know 

Both  spiritual  power  and  civil,  what  each  meanes, 
What  severs  each,  thou  hast  learnt,  which  few  have  clone. 

The  bounds  of  either  sword  to  thee  we  owe; 
Therefore  on  thy  firm  hand  Religion  leanes 
In  peace,  and  reckons  thee  her  eldest  son. 


39 


CHAPTER   III. 

CONDITION"  OF  THE  ROYALISTS  ENGAGED  IN  THE 
SECOND  WAR. SECOND  HIGH  COURT  OF  JUS- 
TICE.  TRIAL  AND   EXECUTION    OF   HAMILTON, 

HOLLAND  AND  CAPEL. MUTINY  IN  THE  ARMY. 

— HOSTILITY  OF  JOHN  L1LBURNE. AGREE- 
MENT OF  THE  PEOPLE. ORDINANCE  OF  COM- 
PENSATION TO  LILBURNE  FOR  HIS  SUFFERINGS. 
HE  INTRIGUES  WITH  THE  SOLDIERY. GENE- 
RAL   ORDERS    OF    FAIRFAX. COURT    MARTIAL 

ON  THE  MALCONTENTS. OFFENSIVE  PUBLICA- 
TIONS    OF    LILBURNE. HE    IS    COMMITTED    TO 

THE  TOWER. 

A  thing  indispensibly  required  from  those  who    chap. 

now  held  the  reins  of  government,  was  a  reso-    v ' , 

lute  hand,  and  a  steady  determination,  to  guide       ig49. 
the  chariot  of  the  state,  and  to  keep  those  in  awe  ofadmi- 
who  would  turn   it,  aside  from   its   career.     The  nibtratio"- 
first  party  that  seems  to  have  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  the  governors  was  the  royalists. 

It  had  been  deliberately  decided  in  the  sum-  condition 
mer  of  the  preceding  year,  that  those  who  took  l^i'Vn-' 
up  arms  in  the  second  war,  were  traitors  by  the  ^i.-r"lm,1,° 
fundamental   laws  of  the   kingdom,   and   should 
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of  the  roy- 
alist pri- 
soners. 


High  court 
of  justice 
constituted 

for  their 
trial. 


suffer  the  penalties  of  treason*.  Conformably  to 
the  spirit  of  this  vote,  Fairfax  had  thought  proper 
to  put  sir  Charles  Lucas  and  sir  George  Lisle  to 
death  by  summary  execution  at  the  surrender  of 
Colchester  b. 

There  were  many  persons  in  prison,  obnoxious 
to  this  decision,  who  waited  their  fate  from  the 
policy,  the  rigour  or  the  clemency,  of  the  present 
government ;  among  them,  the  duke  of  Hamilton, 
the  earl  of  Holland,  lord  Capel,  lord  Goring,  and 
other  distinguished  characters.  So  dark  an  anti- 
cipation had  been  formed  of  the  fate  they  had  to 
expect,  that  almost  every  one  of  them  began  to 
cast  about  for  the  means  of  evasion.  The  duke 
of  Hamilton  and  lord  Loughborough  escaped  from 
Windsor,  and  sir  Lewis  Dives  from  Whitehall,  on 
the  day  of  the  king's  death c,  and  lord  Capel  from 
the  Tower  two  days  later d.  At  the  same  time 
general  Massey,  one  of  the  forty-one  excluded 
members,  disappeared  from  St.  James's e.  Sir 
Marmaduke  Langdale  got  off  to  the  continent  by 
corrupting  his  guards  in  the  close  of  the  pre- 
ceding yearf.  The  duke  of  Hamilton  and  lord 
Capel  were  almost  immediately  retaken  s. 

One  of  the  difficulties  attendant  on  the  pro- 


"  See  above,  Vol.  II,  p.  585.  b  Vol.  II,  p.  544. 

'  Whitlocke.  i  Ibid.  e  [bid,  Jan.  18. 
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ceeding  against  these  persons,  lay  in  the  question, 
By  what  law  they  were  to  be  tried?  The  esta- 
blished laws  of  England  spoke  of  no  treason  but  1049. 
against  the  king ;  but  the  offence  of  which  the 
prisoners  were  accused,  was  that  they  had  levied 
war,  to  assist  the  king  against  the  kingdom  and 
people  of  England11.  The  ordinary  courts  of  law 
could  never  acknowledge  the  declaration  of  par- 
liament to  have  the  force  of  a  statute;  and  it 
would  be  neither  advisable  nor  safe  to  refer  the 
question  to  the  customary  mode  of  judgment. 
In  this  affair  the  parliament  had  a  precedent  in 
the  act  which  had  been  made  for  the  trial  of  the 
king  ;  and  a  high  court  of  justice  was  in  like 
manner  erected  for  proceeding  against  the  duke 
of  Hamilton,  the  earl  of  Holland,  the  lords  Gorino- 
and  Capel,  and  sir  John  Owen'.  The  members 
of  the  court  amounted  to  sixty  persons  k,  of  whom 
Bradshaw  was  president;  and  Steele  and  Cooke 
officiated  as  attorney  and  solicitor  general1.  To- 
wards the  close  of  the  ascendancy  of  the  pres- 
byterians  in  parliament,  it  had  been  voted  that 
the  duke  of  Hamilton  should  be  fined  one  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds,  and  that  Holland,  Gorino-, 
Capel,    and  sir   John  Owen,    with   three    others 


''  Burnet,  Memoirs  of  Hamilton,  p.  385. 

'  Journals,  Feb.  I,  3.  k  Whitlocke,  Feb.  1. 

1  I  linnet,  p.  38.">,  396.     Whitlocke,  Feb.  i<> 
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book    should  be  banished '" ;  but  these  votes  were  shortly 

L IIL ,    after  rescinded". 

"^6^  On  the  trial  of  Hamilton  it  was  alleged,  that 
SfaXtf  be  was  the  subject  of  another  government,  (Scot- 
Hamiiton.  jgjyjN  an(j  therefore  could  not  be  liable  to  the 
charge  of  treason  in  this  country :  but  it  was  an- 
swered, that  he  had  borne  the  title  of  earl  of 
Cambridge  in  England,  and  under  that  appella- 
tion had  many  times  sat  in  the  house  of  peers  ; 
and  the  objection  was  overruled.  One  of  his 
counsel  was  Hale,  afterwards  the  celebrated  chief 
justice,  and  his  trial  lasted  from  the  ninth  of  Fe- 
bruary to  the  second  of  March  :  on  the  sixth, 
sentence  was  pronounced  on  the  five  persons  ac- 
cused". Petitions  were  on  the  following  day 
presented  to  the  parliament  from,  or  in  behalf  of 
the  condemned  ;  and  the  question  was  put  on  the 
He  and  two  fate  of  each.  That  of  the  duke  of  Hamilton  and 
"o'death111  lord  Capel  was  affirmed,  nemine  contradict- nit :  but 
upon  the  rest  there  was  a  division.  The  question 
in  favour  of  lord  Holland,  the  brother  of  the  earl 
of  Warwick,  was  lost  by  a  majority  of  one  only ; 
sir  John  Owen  was  respited  :  and  in  the  division 
upon  lord  Goring  the  numbers  being  equal,  the 
speaker  gave  his  casting  vote  for  the  petitioner, 
alleging  that  he  did  it  from  the  recollection  of 
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civilities  he  had  formerly  received  from  him*',    chap. 

Cromwel   is  reported   on   this  occasion   to   have    k '  ^ 

pronounced  a  high  eulogium  on  the  character  of      1649. 
lord  Capel,  but  to  have  concluded  with  observing, 
that,    as    long   as  he   lived,   the   commonwealth 
would  never  be  safe^.     Hamilton,  Holland   and 
Capel  suffered  on  the  ninth  of  March. 

The  proceedings  in  this  business  were  certainly  Reflec- 
rigorous  and  revolting.  But,  in  the  first  embody- 
in  p-  and  endowing  with  individual  existence  a 
government  so  narrow  and  precarious  in  its  foun- 
dations, what  was  to  be  done?  It  was  requisite  to 
shew  that  the  builders  were  in  earnest,  and  that 
their  measures  were  not  to  be  broken  in  upon 
with  impunity.  It  was  this  consideration,  that 
impelled  men,  so  generous,  benevolent  and  hu- 
mane as  the  founders  of  the  commonwealth,  to 
aeree  in  what  was  thus  carried  into  effect. 

On  the  fourteenth  it  was  voted  in  parliament  Further 
that  sir  John  Stowel,  and  David  Jenkins,  the 
Welsh  judge,  should  be  brought  to  trial  for  their 
lives  for  their  political  offences  in  the  late  con- 
tention. Their  trial  was  referred  to  the  ordinary 
courts  and  the  courts  ot  assize.  The  name  of 
the  marquis  of  Winchester,  and  that  of  Wren, 


p  Journals,  Mar.  v.     Whitlocke.     (laicndun,  Vol.  II!,  p. 
VVhitlocke  says,  thai  Holland  was  lost  bj  the  speakci  giving  his 
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book  bishop  of  Ely,  were  also  put  to  the  vote  to  be 
*1L  added  to  the  other  two,  but  were  negatived r. 
1649.  The  vote  respecting  Stowel  and  Jenkins  was  not 
followed  up  :  they  were  never  brought  to  trial. 
Jenkins  was  detained  in  prison  till  the  year  1656, 
and  bishop  Wren  and  sir  John  Stowel  till  the  Re- 
storation8. At  the  same  time  Langhorn,  Poyer 
and  Powel  were  ordered  to  be  proceeded  against 
by  court  martial  for  the  insurrection  in  Wales, 
and  captain  Browne  Bushel  for  piracy1.  Poyer 
suffered  for  the  insurrection".  On  the  same  day 
it  was  determined  to  inflict  the  penalty  of  banish- 
ment and  confiscation  on  the  following  fifteen 
persons  :  Charles  and  James,  sons  of  the  late 
king,  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  the  marquis  of 
Worcester,  the  earls  of  Newcastle  and  Bristol, 
lord  Digby.  sir  John  Byron,  sir  John  Culpepper, 
sir  Marmaduke  Langdale,  sir  Richard  Grenville, 
sir  William  Widdrington,  sir  Francis  Doddington, 
sir  Philip  Musgrave,  sir  John  Winter".  Here 
the  retrospective  severities  ceased :  it  was  re- 
solved that  no  further  names  should  be  added  to 
this  list. 
Mutiny  in  The  first  interruption  of  the  security  of  the 
the  army.     newly  constituted  commonwealth  arose  from  an 
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apparently  trivial    source,   but  for  a  short  time    chap. 
seemed   to   threaten  very   serious   consequences.    ^_      ^ 
The  author  of  the  disturbance  was  John  Lilburne ;       1649. 
and  the  mischief  assumed  the  shape  of  a  mutiny  John  Lii- 
in  the  army.     He   was  singularly  qualified   for    urne' 
the  business  which  he  now  undertook.      His  fear- 
lessness of  temper  never  failed   to   supply   him 
with   a  flow  of  words,  that   he  could   pour  out 
without  apprehension  in  the  face  of  the  most  for- 
midable adversary.       His  strong  understanding 
enabled  him  to  furnish  his  duller  and  more  bar- 
ren auditors  with  topics,  in  which  they  were  eager 
to    become    perfect,    and  thus  assisted   them    at 
second  hand  to  astonish  other  hearers  still  inferior 
to  themselves.     He  was  therefore  every  way  fitted 
to  be  a  demagogue. 

Here  we  have  a  striking  example  how  far  it  Hischarac- 
may  be  in  the  power  of  an  insignificant  individual 
to  disturb  the  profoundest  counsels.  Lilburne 
was  a  man  of  some  family;  but  he  had  long  since 
displayed  a  character,  which  made  it  impossible 
for  persons  of  discernment  to  unite  with  or  assist 
him.  He  was  endowed  with  considerable  talent, 
and  a  high  degree  of  courage.  He  feared  no 
man,  and  he  reverenced  no  man.  His  compre- 
hension in  politics  was  of  the  narrowest  sort;  but 
that  very  circumstance  tended  to  make  him  pro- 
ceed right  onward,  without  misgiving  or  doubt. 
He  had  enough  of  religion  to  induce  him  to 
value   himself  as   a  saint,   the   favourite   of  the 
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hook    author  of  the  universe.     lie  prided  himself  upon 

iii 
*w      _/    shewing    a    sovereign    contempt    for    all     those 

i64ft  decencies  and  distinctions  that  society  is  accus- 
tomed to  regard  with  deference.  He  was  a  man 
of  fervent  passions.  He  loved  his  Wife,  his  kin- 
dred, and  his  blood  ;  and  he  hated,  with  a  hatred 
that  knew  neither  moderation  nor  limit,  those 
that  oiiended  him,  or  kindled  his  displeasure. 
He  loved  liberty  according  to  his  conception  of 
liberty ;  but  by  liberty  he  understood  merely  a 
freedom  for  himself  and  others  from  the  control 
of  arbitrary  will.  He  therefore  did  not  prefer 
one  political  constitution  to  another,  and  neith cl- 
aimed at,  nor  had  any  conception  of,  the  advance- 
ment of  the  social  character  of  mankind.  His 
was  a  patriotism  of  passion  only;  and,  like  the 
satirist  on  record,  it  was  rage  that  put  the  sword 
of  war,  the  sword  of  justice  (as  he  termed  it),  or 
the  sword  of  assassination  (for  this  at  least  was 
his  plaything  and  his  boast,  though  he  never 
proceeded  to  actual  perpetration*)  into  his  hand. 
He  was  no  true  patriot ;  for  he  never  thought  of 
looking  to  ends,  but  to  rules  of  privilege  and 
law  which  he  deemed  ought  never  to  be  dis- 
pensed with.  He  was  no  true  patriot ;  for  again 
and  again  he  offered  to  abandon  his  country  upon 
terms  of  personal  compromise.  He  looked  with 
too  keen  an  eye  to  his  own  profit  and  loss.      He 
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began  with  a  fulness  of  tone,  and  an  inflexibility 
of  temper  that  promised  never  to  yield ;  but, 
when  he  clearly  saw  an  abundant  harvest  of  pure  164& 
disadvantage  to  himself,  his  perseverance  once 
and  again  gave  way  to  a  concession  little  in 
accord  with  the  magnificence  of  his  outset. 

The  project   which  had  been  formed  for  pla-  Scheme  of 

,1  n         i  i  •    •       i  an  Agree- 

cingthe  new  constitution  tor  the  political  govern-  mem  of  the 
ment  of  England  on  the  firmest  basis,  was  by  an  eop  e' 
Agreement  of  the  People,  to  be  assented  to  and 
subscribed  throughout  the  nation.  The  Aoree- 
ment  was  thenceforth  to  be  considered  as  sacred, 
so  that  the  parliament,  whose  province  it  was  to 
make  laws,  such  as  the  public  welfare  and  safety 
might  from  time  to  time  require,  should  yet  be  held 
as  not  having  authority  to  violate  these  provisions. 
This  project  was  announced  in  the  remonstrance 
of  the  army  on  the  twentieth  of  November  y,  a 
measure  that  immediately  preceded  the  removal 
of  the  presbyterian  majority  from  the  house  of 
commons.  The  form  of  the  Agreement  itself  was 
presented  to  parliament  on  the  part  of  the  general 
and  council  of  officers  on  the  twentieth  of  January. 

The  main  provisions  here  laid  down  were,  that   Agreement 
the    present    parliament   should    expire    on    the  byRdriki 
thirtieth  of  April  following,  and  that  a  new  par- 
liament should  be   chosen  early  in  May,  to  com-  "ar- 
mence  its  sittings  early  in  June.      The  future  par- 
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book    1  iamcnts  were  to  consist  of  four  hundred  members, 

^ __,   to  be  chosen  according  to  a  new  scheme  and  d,is- 

1649.  tribution,  specified  in  the  Agreement.  The  elec- 
tors were  to  be  natives  or  denizens  of  England, 
householders,  not  receiving  alms,  or  being  ser- 
vants to  any  individual.  A  new  parliament  was 
to  be  elected  every  second  year,  which  should 
within  twenty  days  after  its  meeting  appoint  a 
council  of  state,  the  authority  of  which  should 
continue  till  the  meeting  of  the  next  represen- 
tative. The  sittings  of  parliament  were  limited  to 
six  months  from  June  to  December,  and  then  to 
dissolve  :  so  that  the  ordinary  powers  of  govern- 
ment continued  in  the  council  of  state  for  the 
next  eighteen  months,  unless  that  body,  from  im- 
minent danger,  or  extreme  necessity,  should 
think  proper  to  convene  a  parliament  extraordi- 
nary, to  be  chosen  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
biennial  parliaments  already  provided  for.  The 
power  of  the  parliament  was  to  extend  to  the 
erecting  and  abolishing  of  courts  of  justice  and 
public  offices,  to  the  enacting,  altering  and  re- 
pealing of  laws,  and  to  the  exercise  of  the  highest 
and  final  judgment  concerning  natural  and  civil 
things,  but  not  concerning  things  spiritual  and 
evangelical.  On  this  last  subject  it  was  provided, 
that  the  Christian  relioion  should  be  held  forth 
and  recommended  as  the  creed  of  the  nation,  and 
that  public  teachers  of  this  religion  should  be 
maintained  from  the  revenues  of  the   state  :  but 
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that  such  as  differed  from  the  established  church, 
should  not  be  restrained  from,  but  should  be  pro- 
tected in  the  exercise  of  their  religion  agreeably      16497 
to  their  consciences2. 

These  particulars  were  submitted  to  the  par- 
liament for  their  consideration  and  approval,  not 
to  be  by  their  authority  imposed  as  a  law  on  the 
kingdom,  but  that  they  might  be  tendered  to  the 
people  in  all  parts  for  their  voluntary  subscription2. 

Lilburne  had  from  the  first  shewn  himself  very  Lilbume 
desirous  to  be  consulted  in  all  the  provisions  of  SS^ 
this  instrument,  and  had  argued  stoutly  with  the 
military  leaders  against  many  of  its  suggestions21. 
His  favourite  maxim  was,  that  extraordinary  cases  His 
did  not  require  extraordinary  remedies,  and  that 
the  usual  course  of  law  and  justice  was  equal  to 
all  emergencies.  He  vehemently  objected  to  the 
institution  of  a  high  court  of  justice,  and  protested 
that  he  saw  no  reason  why  the  king  should  not  be 
tried  in  the  ordinary  way,  as  well  as  any  other 
man.  The  law  said,  He  that  commits  murder 
shall  die  ; — it  did  not  say,  except  the  murderer  be 
a  king,  a  queen,  or  a  prince  :  the  king  therefore, 
not  being  excepted,  is  necessarily  liable  to  the 
penalty.  He  insisted  accordingly  that  Charles 
should  be  tried  by  twelve  men,  sworn  to  pro- 
nounce according  to  justice5. 

z  An  abridgment  of  this  paper  is  inserted  in  Rushworth,  hut  the 
whole  was  printed  ut  length  by  order  of  the  council  of  war. 
Legal  Fundamental  Liberties,  p.  b  Ibid,  p.-i ' 
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book         It  is  singular  that  an  argument  of  this  sort 
^   IIL    ,   should  have  been  thought  worthy  of  a  moment's 
iG49.      attention.     Lilburne's  main  reasoning  in  support 
His  reasons  of  it  was,  that  the  institution  of  a  jury  allowed 
ezamin   .     ^  party  accused  his  challenges,  and  permitted 
him  to  set  aside  such  persons  as  he  felt  himself 
prompted  to  object  to  ;  whereas,  in  the  institution 
of  a  high  court  of  justice  the  right  of  challenge 
was  superseded.  But  how  was  a  jury  to  be  formed 
for  the  trial  of  the  king  ?  In  a  matter  of  this  over- 
whelming importance  every  man's  opinion  was 
known.     The  jury  must  either  be  taken  indis- 
criminately from  men  of  all  parties ;  and  then, 
with  the  king's  right  of  challenge,  he  would  be 
sure  of  an  acquittal :  or  the  persons  named  must 
be  decidedly  of  the  anti-royalist  party  ;  and  then 
the  king's   pretended  right  of  challenge  would 
operate  merely  as  an  insult  upon  him.     Every 
sober  and  considerate  person  must  see  at  once, 
that,  however  admirable  may  be  the  institution  of 
trial  by  jury  in  ordinary  cases,  it  was  altogether 
incommensurate  to  an  affair  of  this  unprecedented 
nature. 
Compensa-       Meanwhile  the  persons  who  had  now  the  su- 
suffcringT1  perintendence  of  public  affairs,  felt  that  it  was  of 
him.rded      no  ^^e  moment  to  take  off  the  opposition  which 
Lilburne  might  make  to  their  course  of  proceed- 
ing.    An  ordinance  had  during  a  considerable 
part  of  the  preceding  year  been  depending  in 
parliament,  for   granting  him  the  sum  of  three 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH.  5 J 

thousand  pounds  by  way  of  compensation  for  his  chap. 
sufferings  by  the  unjust  sentence  of  the  star 
chamber0.  This  ordinance  had  lingered  in  its 
progress  during  the  ascendancy  of  the  presby- 
terians.  But  the  independents  had  accelerated 
it ;  and  the  measure  received  the  final  sanction  of 
the  two  houses  of  parliament  in  little  more  than  a 
fortnight  from  the  purgation  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons by  that  party d.  Two  purposes  were  de- 
signed to  be  accomplished  by  this  measure.  In 
the  first  place  it  was  probably  imagined,  that  the 
ever-restless  temper  of  Lilburne,  and  his  uncon- 
querable hostility  to  all  proceedings  in  the  origi- 
nating of  which  he  had  not  had  a  directing  share, 
would  be  somewhat  mitigated  by  the  remem- 
brance of  the  benefit  thus  conferred  on  him.  And, 
secondly,  the  pursuit  of  the  compensation  awarded, 
arising  from  monies  produced  from  the  estates  of 
three  delinquents  in  his  native  county  of  Durham, 
would  necessarily  lead  him  to  a  distance  from  the 
metropolis,  and  thus  leave  the  parties  he  threat- 
ened to  annoy,  at  least  a  short  interval,  to  ripen 
their  designs,  and  complete  their  arrangements. 

Lilburne  accordingly  set  out  for  the  North  about  He  pur. 
the  last  day  of  December,  and  did  not  return  to 
London  till  early  in  February,  having  as  yet  ob- 
tained under  the  authority  of  his  ordinance  only 


c  Journals  of  Commons,  Aug.  22,  26,  Sept.  :>,  Nov.  3,  22. 
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book    a  small  part  of  the  sum  awarded  him.     His  first 
*IL  J   thoughts,  as  he  tells  us,  at  this  period,  were,  as 
"Te^T"    on  a  former  occasion,  of  expatriating  himself,  and 
His  huen-    retiring  into  Holland  e.    But  the  trials  of  the  duke 
cimnges.      of  Hamilton,  and  the  lords  Capel  and  Holland 
were  depending  at  his  arrival ;  and  these,  like 
the  trial  of  the  king,  taking  place  before  a  high 
court  of  justice,  were  in  opposition  to  his  declared 
sentiments.     His    passions    seem   to   have  been 
strongly   worked  upon  at  this    scene f;    and  he 
again  plunged  into  the  sea  of  politics.     He  had 
recourse  once  more  to  the  plan  of  an  Agreement  of 
the  People,  prepared  according  to  his  own  ideas, 
in  opposition  to  that  which  had  been  promulgated 
by  the  council  of  war. 
Seeks  to  ex-       Lilburne,  himself  formerly  a  soldier,  had  ex- 
tentehfthe  tensive  connections  in  the  army,   and  had,  as  we 
army.         have  seen,  been  very  actively  concerned  in  the 
affair  of  the  new  agents  s.     He  took  to  him  as  as- 
sociates,  William  Walwyn,  Thomas  Prince,  and 
Richard  Overton'1.     What  was  the  exact  nature 

e  Legal  Fundamental  Liberties,  p.  42. 

'  Ibid,  p.  65  to  69.  e  See  above,  Vol.  II,  p.  436,  et  seqq. 

h  It  is  not  a  little  singular,  that  two  of  these  persons,  in  the  pious 
times  of  which  we  treat,  Walwyn  and  Overton,  should  have  been 
unbelievers.  Richard  Overton  wrote  a  tract,  entitled,  "  Mans  Mor- 
tality; or  a  Treatise  proving  Man  (guatenus  animal  rationale)  a 
compound  wholly  mortal."  His  proofs  are  drawn  from  reason  and 
scripture;  and  his  ostensible  doctrine  is,  that  "condemnation  in 
hell  is  not  properly,  but  remotely,  the  reward  of  Adam's  fall,  and 
is  the  wages  of  infidelity,  or  unbelief  in  Christ,  as  salvation  is  of 
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of  his  proceedings  is  not  on  record.  But,  certain 
it  is,  he  found  a  part  of  the  army  in  a  state  such 
as  his  warmest  wishes  might  demand.  The  com-  1549. 
motions  of  the  year  1647  were  not  forgotten. 
Cromwel  at  that  time  had  made  use  of  the  dis- 
contents of  the  military,  for  purposes  which  could 
not  have  been  effected  in  any  other  way.  He  had 
had  no  small  share  in  giving  birth  to  the  institu- 
tion of  the  agitators  in  the  spring  of  that  year1; 
and  he  seems  not  to  have  looked  with  entire  dis- 
approbation upon  the  proceedings  of  the  new 
agents  which  took  place  in  the  autumn  k.  All  this 
furnished  no  small  materials  to  a  person  so  dex- 
trous, active  and  determined  as  Lilburne. 

But  the  situation  of  public  affairs  was  now  ex-  Orders  is- 
ceedingly  different.     Neither  royalists  nor  pres-  Fairfax  to 
byterians  were  in  a  condition  to  make  head  against  J^-™'  ' 
the  present  government.     Discontent   and  even 
mutiny  among  the  soldiery  might  have  been  of 
service  to  Cromwel  and  his  associates  then  ;  now 
nothing  was  so  much  desired  as  the  most  perfect 

belief;"  and  that  the  whole  human  species,  to  whom  the  Christian 
faith  has  not  been  proposed,  are  merely  mortal.  But,  as  the  pur- 
pose of  his  entire  treatise  is  to  establish  man's  mortality,  and  the 
immortality  of  those  to  whom  Christianity  is  proposed  is  dismissed 
in  a  few  lines,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  conclude,  that  this  is  in- 
troduced only  as  a  palliation,  to  take  off  the  odium  to  which  tin- 
author  might  otherwise  have  been  exposed.  For  the  sentiments 
of  Walwyn,  see  a  tract,  entitled,  Walwyn's  Wiles,  or  the  Manifes- 
tators  Manifested. 

■  Set    ibove,  Vol,  IT,  p.  k  Ibid,  p.  441,  I 
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i;  o  o  K    discipline  and  order.     Accordingly  Lilburne  had 
,  .   no  sooner  beo-nn  his  intrigues,  than  general  orders 

1649.       were  issued  to  the  army  from  the  commander  in 
chief,  the  object  of  which  was  to  prevent  such 
proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  soldiers,  as  were 
found  not  altogether  inefficient  to  the  ends  of  their 
commanders    in    1G47.     It   was   forbidden   that 
henceforth  any  private  meetings  of  officers  or  sol- 
diers  should  be  held  to  the   disturbance  of  the 
army,    or  without   previous   allowance   from  the 
council  of  war.     And  a  committee  was  appointed 
to   consider  of  a  way,  in  which  those  might  be 
punished,   who  should   endeavour  to  breed  any 
discontent    in   the  army,   not   being   themselves 
members  of  the  army1. 
Head-  This  last  article  was  expressly  pointed  against 

i!!uii ainent.  Lilburne  ;  and  he  made  haste,  on  the  fourth  day 
after,  to  present  an  address  to  the  house  of  com- 
mons, under  the  name  of  the  supreme  authority 
of  England,  stating  the  objections  of  himself  and 
his  co-addressers  to  the  Agreement  of  the  People 
as  tendered  by  the  council  of  war,  which  he  af- 
firmed, if  carried  into  effect,  would  be  productive 
of  the  most  pernicious  consequences  to  public 
liberty.  In  a  short  speech  which  he  delivered  at 
the  bar  of  the  house  on  this  occasion,  he  observed 
that  "  it  refreshed  his  spirit  to  live  to  see  this  day, 
when  that  assembly  had  made  so  considerable  a 
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step    towards  public  liberty,  as    to   declare   the  chap. 

people  the  original  of  all  just  power,  and  them-  ^__      _, 
selves,  as  they  really  were,  the  supreme  authority       1549. 
of  the  nation." 

His  objections  to  the  Agreement  of  the  People  iiisobjec- 

.      .  ,  ,  .,       c  1  tions  t0  tlie 

as  originated  irom  the  council  ot  war,  were,  that  Agreement 
he  judged  it  dangerous  and  destructive  to  liberty,  people. 
that  parliaments  should   sit  only  six  months  in 
every  two  years,  and  that  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment should  be  vested  uncontroled  for  the  other 
eighteen,  in  a  council  of  state.     He  held  it  indis- 
pensible  that  parliaments  should  be  annual,  and 
that  there  should  be  no  interval  between  parlia- 
ment and  parliament,  but  that  the  representative 
body  should  perpetually  sit,  with  such  short  ad- 
journments as  they  should  themselves  direct,  and 
vesting  the  executive  power  in  the  mean  time  in 
a  committee  of  their  own  members.     He  utterly 
disapproved  of  the  institution  of  high  courts  of 
justice,  alleged  that  religious  liberty  was  not  suf- 
ficiently provided   for,    required  that  the  press 
should  be  altogether  free  from  restraint,  and  re- 
commended  that  various  other  reforms  should  be 
specifically  provided  for  in  a  well  digested  Agree- 
ment of  the  People,  which  were  overlooked  in  the 
document    which    had    been    submitted   by   the 
council  of  warm. 

The   comments  of  Lilburne  upon  the  Agree-  Their  con- 

*  sideration 


dismissed. 


m  Journals,  Feb.  26.     Whitlocke.     Englands  New  Chains. 
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imnt  of  the  People  are  to  be  regarded  as  matters 
of  insignificant  interest.  The  text  and  the  com- 
ment  remained  affairs  of  speculation  only.  The 
resistless  tide  of  occurrences  speedily  swept  them 
into  oblivion;  and,  as  it  was  not  thought  ad- 
visable by  the  rulers  of  the  state  to  call  together 
a  new  parliament  immediately  on  any  terms,  the 
dispute  respecting  the  length  and  intervals  of  their 
sitting  became  for  the  moment  questions  of  inferior 
consideration. 

A  petition  of  divers  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
army  was  presented  to  the  house  on  the  same  day, 
coinciding  in  its  demands  with  the  above  sug- 
gestions". 

Lilburne  sent  his  protestation  immediately  to 
the  press,  and  it  was  published  a  day  or  two  after, 
under  the  title  of  Englands  New  Chains  Dis- 
covered, a  name  of  course  sufficiently  offensive 
to  those  who,  by  the  death  of  Charles,  and  the 
abolition  of  monarchy  and  the  house  of  lords, 
boasted  that  they  had  given  liberty  to  their  country. 
One  of  the  things  most  expressly  demanded  in 
this  rescript,  was  the  abolition  of  the  council  of 
state  which  had  sat  for  the  first  time  on  the  nine- 
teenth . 

The  language  indeed  throughout  this  address 
\\  as  in  the  highest  degree  insulting  to  the  parlia- 
ment now  sitting.     Lilburne  spoke   in  terms  of 


n  Journals.     VVhitlocke. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH.  57 

asperity  of  the  council  of  state,  and  pretended,  by 
analysing  its  composition,  to  show  how  little  it  was 
likely  to  prove  friendly  to  freedom :  but  the  council  i<h9. 
of  state  had  been  nominated,  and  the  rules  of  its 
institution  constructed,  by  the  parliament.  He 
condemned  high  courts  of  justice  as  the  harbingers 
and  instruments  of  tyranny  :  but  the  high  courts 
of  justice  originated  with  the  parliament.  He 
affirmed  that  the  general  officers  of  the  army  had 
for  more  than  twelve  months  formed  the  project 
of  engrossing  all  power  into  their  own  hands,  and 
that  by  these  measures  they  had  nearly  accom- 
plished their  end. — It  is  singular  that,  coming  as 
Lilburne  did  with  a  determined  purpose  of  vili- 
fying and  overturning  every  thing  that  had  been 
done  by  the  parliament  from  the  day  they  had  re- 
solved on  the  abolition  of  the  monarchy,  he  should 
have  been  allowed  access  to  the  bar  of  the  house, 
and  permitted  there  to  pronounce  a  speech  intro- 
ductory to  this  hostile  and  virulent  address. 

It  is  necessary  here  to  recur  a  little  more  mi-  council  ot 
nutely  to  the  proceedings  of  the  officers  of  the  JSStodin 
army  and  its  agents  in  the  close  of  the  year  1C47.   ''  r 
On  the  eighth  of  November  in  that  year,  imme- 
diately previous   to  the  rendezvous   at  Ware,   an 
order  had  been  made  by  the  council  of  \\  ;u\  that 
the   officers  and   agitators  should  resort  to  their 
several   regiments,   for  the  purpose  of  correcting 
the    misrepresentations,    and    quieting    the   dis- 
tempers,  which    were   reported    to   exist    in    the 
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army0.     To  this  order  a  clause  was  added,  that 
they  were  to  reside  with  their  regiments,  till  the 
rendezvous  was  over,  and  till  the   general  should 
see  cause  to   call  them  together  again  P.     This 
latter   condition    had   never   occurred ;    and    the 
order  accordingly  operated  virtually  as  a  disso- 
lution  of  the  council  of  agitators.     The  object 
therefore  of  Lilburne  and  his  associates  was  to 
revive  this  council.     It  was  in  consequence  of 
steps  which  were  silently  taking  for  this  purpose, 
that  the  general  orders  of  the  twenty-second  were 
issued,  forbidding  the  private  meetings  of  officers 
or  soldiers  to  the  disturbance  of  the  army,  or  the 
proceeding  of  the  military  in  the  way  of  petition, 
without  first  acquainting  their  officers.     On  the 
other  side  what  the  malcontents  claimed,  was  a 
council,  such  as  that  of  the  year  1647,  to  be  com- 
posed of  the  general  officers  not  hostile  to  the  en- 
gagement of  Newmarket  Heath,  with  two  com- 
missioned officers,  and  two  soldiers,  to  be  chosen 
by  each  regiments     The  petition  presented  to 
the  house  of  commons  on  the  twenty-sixth,  from 
divers  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army,  to  the 
same  effect  as  that  of  Lilburne,  was  in  contraven- 
tion of  the  orders  of  the  council  of  war. 

On  the  first  of  March  a  letter  was  written  and 
presented  to  Fairfax,  signed  by  certain  troopers 


0  See  Vol.  II,  p.  453. 

C|  Hunting  of  the  Foxes,  p.  26. 
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of  several  regiments,  in  which  they  complain  of  chap. 

.  .         in. 

the  opposition  given  them  in  the  exercise  of  their   ^       '    j 

right  of  petitioning1".  They  say,  that  in  this  1649. 
matter  they  expected  the  encouragement  of  their 
officers,  and  not  to  have  manacles  and  fetters  laid 
upon  them,  and  that,  in  requiring  them  to  obtain 
the  previous  consent  of  the  council  of  war,  they  are 
presented  with  the  bare  name  and  shadow  of  pe- 
titioning, while  they  are  defrauded  of  its  essence. 
And  they  add,  that  it  were  better  that  the  council 
should  in  plain  terms  deny  them  the  power,  and 
pronounce  them  the  absolute  slaves  of  their  offi- 
cers, than  thus  indirectly  rob  them  of  their  birth- 
right. 

This  letter  was  instantly  laid  by  Fairfax  before  They  are 
the  council  of  war ;  and,  two  days  after,  the  five 
troopers,  whose  names  were  subscribed  to  it,  were 
brought  to  a  court  martial,  and,  on  the  article  of 
war  providing  against  scandalous  words  aud  ac- 
tions, were  condemned  to  ride  with  their  faces 
towards  their  horses'  tails  in  the  face  of  their  re- 
spective regiments,  to  have  their  swords  broken 
over  their  heads,  and  to  be  cashiered;  which 
sentence  was  executed  on  the  sixth  of  March. 
An  account  of  this  transaction,  undoubtedly  from 
the  pen  of  Lilburne,  was  published  about  a  fort- 

r  Whitlocke,  Mar.  1.  Hunting  of  the  l-'uxr^.  Whitlocke  de- 
scribes tliis  paper  a-  being  signed  by  eight  troopers,  lint  the 
letter  is  given  al  length  in  Hunting  of  the  Foxes/p.  17.  18,  19,  and 
has  five  signatures  onlj . 
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hook    night  after,  under  the  quaint  title  of  The  Hunting 
v_      _,  of  the  Foxes  from  Newmarket  and  Triploe  Heath 
1649.      to  Whitehall  by  Five  Small  Beagles. — The  day 
on  which  these  troopers  were  cashiered,  was  that 
on  which  sentence  of  death  had  been  pronounced 
upon  Hamilton,  Holland  and  Capel. 
,„ui  Nearly  at   the   same   time   with   the  tract  last 

iiaiuisNcw  mentioned,  Lilburne  printed  a  Second  Part  of 
Chain*  Englands  New  Chains,  which  professes,  like  the 
former,  to  be  directed  "  to  the  supreme  authority 
of  England,  the  representee  of  the  people  in  par- 
liament assembled,"  but  was  never  presented. 
This  production  consists  of  an  enumeration  of 
circumstances,  intended  to  shew  that  the  officers 
of  the  army  had  always  designed  to  engross  an 
absolute  tyranny  into  their  own  hands.  The  au- 
thor further  says,  "  If  the  house  fails  of  performing 
its  duty  in  overturning  this  conspiracy,"  we  shall 
not  doubt,  that  what  we  have  here  presented  and 
published,  will  open  the  eyes  and  raise  the  hearts 
of  so  considerable  a  number  of  the  soldiery  and 
people,  as  that  these  men,  this  faction  of  officers? 
shall  never  be  able  to  £0  through  with  their 
it  is  voted  wicked  intentions8."  On  the  twenty-seventh  of 
.mUrca-  March  the  house  of  commons  voted  this  tract  se- 
sonabie.  ditious  and  scandalous,  declared  that  the  authors 
and  contrivers  were  guilty  of  treason,  directing 
that  they  should  be  proceeded  against  accordingly, 


1    _! and    New  Chains,  Part  II,  p.  16. 
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and  referred  it  to  the  council  of  state,  to  conduct 
the  prosecution  as  they  should  conceive  to  be  just 
and  necessary*.  1649^ 

In  consequence  of  this  order,  the  next  day  Lil-  Liibume, 
burne,  Walwyn,  Prince  and  Overton  were  appre-  p^nce "nd 
hended,  and  brought  before  the  council  of  state.  JJjJJJJ8 
They  were  each  in  turn  produced  in  the  council-  Tower- 
chamber,  the  vote  in  consequence  of  which  they 
were  taken  into  custody  was  read  to  them,  and 
they  were  asked  what  they  had  to  offer  in  their 
defence.  Each  conducted  himself  nearly  in  the 
same  manner;  but  Lilburne  spoke  at  greatest 
length,  and  was  most  firm  and  emphatical  in  his 
mode  of  proceeding.  Before  Bradshaw,  Cromwel, 
and  the  rest,  he  betrayed  no  diffidence  or  hesi- 
tation ;  but  with  striking  intrepidity  protested 
against  their  authority,  in  the  first  place  affirming 
that  the  law  knew  no  such  body  as  a  council  of 
state,  and  secondly  denying  that,  if  they  were  a 
council  for  the  purposes  of  political  administration, 
they  had  the  smallest  pretence  to  any  jurisdiction 
over  him  in  the  way  of  magistracy".  The  four 
prisoners  were  committed  to  the  custody  of  the 
lieutenant  of  the  Tower  by  a  warrant  from  the 
president. 


Journal-,.         u  Lilburne,  Picture  of  Council  of  State. 
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book    In  the  mean  time  it  was  clear  that  the  spirit  of 

L  IIL  j  discontent  was  fast  gaining  ground  in  the  army: 

1649.      and  under  this  circumstance  the  first  measure  that 

S^med    claimed  the  attention  of  the  government  was  the 

J;;',1,',!  •;;"""  employment  of  the  military,  or  the  consideration 

irdand.       0f  j10W  t]ie  army,  or  any  considerable  portion  of 

the  army,   was  to  be  brought  into  action  in  the 

way  that  might  be  attended   with  the   greatest 

benefit.     It  was  universally  felt  that  the  affairs 

of    Ireland    beyond    every    other    entanglement 

most  pressingly   called    for  military   aid.     One 
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hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds  per  month  chap. 
was  voted  as  the  supply  necessary  for  the  v_  . 
maintenance  of  the  army a;  and  it  was  referred  101.'. 
to  the  council  of  state  to  confer  with  the  council 
of  war,  as  to  the  way  in  which  the  forces  to  be 
sent  to  Ireland  might  be  modelled  so  as  should 
most  conduce  to  the  service  of  the  commonwealth  b. 
The  result  of  this  conference  was  an  opinion  that 
the  success  of  the  Irish  expedition  would  be  best 
promoted  by  nominating  in  the  first  place  the  in- 
dividual who  should  go  as  commander  in  chief c ; 
and,  this  question  being  referred  by  the  council 
to  the  parliament,  and  by  them  back  again  to  the 
council,  Cromwel  was  named  on  the  fifteenth  of 
March,  as  a  fit  person  to  conduct  the  expedition 
for  reducing  that  country11.  This  appointment 
was  accepted  by  the  officer  in  whose  favour  it  was 
made  on  the  twenty-ninth,  and  confirmed  by  the 
house  of  commons  on  the  day  following e;  and 
the  twentieth  of  the  following  month  was  fixed  Force  with 
for  deciding  by  lot  what  regiments  of  the  esta- 
blished army  in  England  were  to  be  employed  in 
this  expedition.  The  regiments  out  of  which  the 
election  was  to  be  made,  appear  to  have  been  four- 
teen of  horse,  and  fourteen  of  foot;  and  the  num- 
ber appointed  to  be  drafted  for  Ireland  was  four 
of  each  class.    The  regiments  of  horse  upon  whom 


•  Journals,  Mar.  8.  b  Ibid,  Mar.  <>.  c  Ibid,  Mar.  it. 
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the  lot  fell  were  those  of  Ireton,  Lambert,  Scroop 
and  liorton ;  and  the  regiments  of  foot  those  of 
Dean,  Hewson,  Ewer  and  Cooke f. 

It  was  thought  that  the  prospect  of  active  ser- 
vice in  Ireland,  and  under  a  leader  of  so  high 
character  as  Cromwel,  would  tend  to  mitigate 
the  impulses  of  discontent ;  and  great  pains  ap- 
pear to  have  been  taken  to  render  the  expedition 
as  palatable  and  advantageous  as  possible &.  The 
fixing  on  these  regiments  however  seems  to  have 
been  regarded  as  a  signai  to  mutiny  ;  and  the 
early  part  of  the  month  of  May  proved  a  critical 
period  for  the  discipline  of  the  army. 

The  insurgents  on  the  present  occasion  ob- 
tained among  their  contemporaries  the  name  of 
the  Levellers.  They  complained  of  the  injustice 
of  the  appellation.  They  protested  that  they  had 
no  purpose  to  level  or  destroy  property,  as  that 
name  might  seem  to  imply.  And  their  assevera- 
tion was  in  all  probability  true. 

It  is  fit  that  we  should  consider  what  it  was 
they  proposed,  what  were  their  intentions,  and 


f  Whitlocke.  The  Order  Book  of  Council  (Mar.  15)  states 
twelve  thousand  men  as  the  amount  of  the  intended  army  of 
Ireland.  This  would  imply  atleastdouble  the  above  number  of  re- 
giments. See  Vol.  II,  p.  504.  We  shall  see  however  hereafter,  that 
the  supernumeraries  of  the  regiments  often  reached  a  consider- 
able amount,  and  that  regiments  intended  to  consist  of  eight  hun- 
dred men  were  repeatedly  recruited  to  twelve  hundred. 

e  Journals,  Apr.  11. 
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what  would  have  been  the  probable   results,  if   chap. 
their  projects  had  been  crowned  with  success.  ^        . 

In  the  first  place  they  demanded  the  suppres-       1649. 
sion  of  the  council  of  state,  and  the  extinction  for  L  t^'p- 

*  pres<.ion  of 

the  future  of  all  hisrh  courts  of  justice.      Exactly  the  council 

1  1  l-il  1  •  n       i  0f  State- 

what  they  designed   by   the  suppression  of  the       __    ex 
council  of  state  it  is  difficult  to  say-      The  affairs  taction  of 

c  •  i  t  i         •  i  ,      high  courts 

ot  a  nation  cannot  be  conducted  without  an  ad-  of  justice. 
ministration  and  an  executive.  They  wished  this 
executive  to  be  a  committee  of  parliament.  They 
objected  to  the  long  interval  in  which,  according 
to  Fairfax's  Agreement  of  the  People,  the  nation 
would  be  without  a  parliament1'.  The  present 
council  was  nominated  for  one  year  only.  It  was 
somewhat  premature,  to  involve  the  country  in 
confusion  for  what  was  not  yet  carried  into  act, 
for  what  might  never  be,  and  what  in  point  of 
fact  never  was  put  in  execution.  As  to  high 
courts  of  justice,  they  were  certainly  in  them- 
selves a  serious  evil.  We  have  seen,  in  what  has 
gone  before,  the  reasons  upon  which  the  institu- 
tion was  founded,  and  we  shall  see  more  of  these 
reasons  in  what  is  to  follow. 

The  next   thing   the   malcontents  insisted   on,  s.  A  new 
was  a  new  parliament,  to  be  constituted  with  all  pariam 
practicable  expedition'.      We  shall  perceive  in  a 
subsequent  chapter  k,  what  considerations  induct  d 
the  present  rulers  to  demur  to  this. 

h  EnglandsNew  Chains.     Englands  Standard  Advanced. 
1  It-id.  "  Chapter  VII. 

VOL.    III.  ! 
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But  the  most  considerable  thing  observable 
in  the  attempt  of  the  malcontents,  was  that  its 
operation  implied  that  the  army  was  to  dictate 
to  the  parliament  and  the  nation.  This  would 
certainly  indicate  a  deplorable  state  of  public 
affairs.  The  parliament  was  now  fairly  rid  of 
an  overpowering  faction  of  presbyterians  among 
themselves,  which  had  been  viewed  with  disap- 
probation and  abhorrence  by  the  independents ; 
and  the  army  was  independent,  as  well  as  the 
parliament  as  now  constituted.  Two  short  months 
only  had  elapsed  since  this  revolution,  when  the 
discontents  broke  out.  Was  the  present  parlia- 
ment not  worth  a  trial  ?  Were  Cromwel  and  Ire- 
ton  and  Vane  and  Bradshaw  and  Marten,  and  the 
many  illustrious  characters  that  concurred  with 
them,  so  utterly  vile  and  contemptible,  that  some 
short  time  should  not  be  allowed  to  try  how  the 
public  interests  would  be  conducted  by  them  in 
this  unparalleled  crisis  '. 

Lilburne  thought  them  so ;  or  at  least  he  said 
so.  Whether  a  new  parliament,  if  suddenly 
called  together,  would  prove  presbyterian,  or 
royalist,  or  episcopalian,  did  not  enter  into  his 
consideration.  Were  all  the  labours  of  the  last 
ten  years  to  be  counted  for  nothing?  If  any  fun- 
damental change  were  to  take  place,  and  royalist 
or  presbyterian  assumed  the  sway,  the  first  thing 
demanded  would  be  the  lives  of  the  regicides,  as 
an  expiation  for  their  offence.     The  public   in- 
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terest,  the  interest  certainly  of  liberty  and  virtue 
and  national  character,  demanded  a  pause,  for 
the  minds  of  men  to  compose  themselves,  and  for  1649. 
the  generous  individuals  who  had  now  the  direc- 
tion of  the  state,  to  try  how  far,  with  caution, 
with  skill,  and  with  maturest  deliberation,  they 
could  place  all  that  was  valuable  to  their  coun- 
trymen upon  the  securest  and  most  immoveable 
foundation.  Lilburne  perceived  nothing  of  this. 
He  proposed  to  involve  every  thing  in  instant 
confusion,  and  to  see  what  form  of  public  orga- 
nisation would  rise  out  of  the  chaos.  He  was 
the  slave  of  the  rules  of  privilege  and  law  which 
are  adapted  for  ordinary  times;  and  he  saw  some 
of  them  violated.  He  thought  he  had  reason  to 
complain  of  injuries  he  had  received  from  several 
of  the  persons  now  at  the  head  of  the  state ;  and 
he  set  these  persons  down  for  jugglers  and  knaves, 
men  without  principle  and  honour. 

But  what  the  insurgents  principally  demanded,  4.  There- 

.  .  P     .  . ,      P         .,  viva!  of  the 

was  the  restoration  01  the  council  01  agitators,  a  council  of 
scheme,  according  to  which  two  officers  and  two  aeltators- 
private  soldiers  were  to  be  chosen  out  of  each 
regiment,  who  were  then  to  meet  as  a  delibera- 
tive body,  and  to  consult  upon  all  affairs  of  ge- 
neral concern1.  Whether  the  emergency  under 
which  Cromwel  allowed,  and  probably  authorised, 
the  institution  of  such  a  council,  was  sufficient  to 

1  Hunting  of  tin  Foxes,  p.  !6.     Narrative  of  the  Mutiny,  pn' >- 
lished  by  authority,  p.  i" 

r   2 
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book  justify  his  conduct,  is  certainly  liable  to  con- 
v-  i^j  siderable  doubt.  But  to  adopt  it  among  the 
i6-}!'.  ordinary  modes  of  administering  public  affairs. 
when  the  emergency  was  crone,  could  in  no  state 
of  a  civilised  community  be  admissible.  An 
army  is  a  body  of  men,  miscellaneously  got  to- 
gether, enlisted  under  the  direction  of  military 
men,  where  the  leading  qualifications  of  the  en- 
listed are  certain  powers  and  dexterities  of  body, 
combined  with  a  courageous  spirit;  to  which  in 
the  present  case  we  may  add,  a  fervent  zeal,  po- 
litical and  religious.  They  are  not  elected  by 
the  public,  nor  constituted  for  any  purposes  of 
deliberation  and  judgment.  Even  if  it  were 
otherwise,  the  very  circumstance  of  their  having 
arms  in  their  hands,  and  being  initiated  in  such 
modes  of  discipline  as  should  render  their  united 
strength  most  effectual  for  purposes  of  offence, 
would  render  them  strikingly  ill  qualified  to 
dictate  to  the  peaceable  and  more  numerous  part 
of  the  community.  What  would  have  been 
the  consequences  of  organising  such  a  body, 
and  placing  it  among  the  principal  functionaries 
for  deciding  upon  national  affairs,  scarcely  any 
political  sagacity  would  enable  us  to  foresee ; 
and  certainly  no  man,  under  the  direction  of  an 
enlightened  love  of  his  country,  would  consent 
to  have  tried,  in  a  civilised  community, 
whhwhict  This  however  was  the  favourite  purpose  of  the 
this  object    present   malcontents.     And  they   coloured  it   in 

was  pur-  J 

sued. 
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various  ways,  so  as  to  appear  sacred  in  their  eves. 
They  recurred  perpetually  to  the  engagements  of 
Newmarket  and  Triploe  Heath,  in  which  they 
had  pledged  themselves,  never  to  separate,  or  to 
suffer  themselves  to  be  disbanded,  till  all  their 
demands  had  been  complied  with,  and  all  their 
arrears  discharged"1.  They  regarded  therefore 
the  design  of  drawing  off  a  certain  number  of  re- 
giments for  the  service  of  Ireland  as  a  direct 
violation  of  these  engagements,  and  treated  it  as 
a  premeditated  plan  for  dividing  and  destroying 
the  army".  Inspired  by  the  suggestions  of  Lil- 
burne,  this  was  become  a  sort  of  relioion  to  them  : 
and  their  religion  was  not  without  its  martyrs.  The  Martyrs  of 
death  of  Richard  Arnald  at  Ware  on  the'fifteenth  lhea"n-v:j 

1.  Richard 

oi  JNovember   1G47",  was  always  spoken   of  bv  Arnald- 
them  in  this  spirit.      A  similar  scene  occurred  on 
the  twenty-seventh  of  April  in  the  present  year. 
Five  troopers  were  condemned  to  death  bv  the 
council  of  war  for  niutinv,  in   refusing:  to   inarch 
upon  their  colonel's   orders,  and  violentlv  takincr 
possession  of  the  colours  of  the  regiment.      1    ur 
of  them  upon  their  expressions  of  contrition  were 
pardoned  ;  but  one,  by  name  Robert  Lockier,  was   -.  Robert 
publicly  shot  in  St.  Paul's  Church   Yard.     Such  Lockier' 
was  the  height  to  which  the  spirit  of  insurrection 
had   risen,   that  he  was  buried  with  funeral   ho- 


nj  Sec  above,  Book  II,  Chap.  ix.  n  Hunt     _ 

'  See  above,  Vol.  II,  y.  166. 


the  insur- 
rection 
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book  nours  in  this  manner.  One  thousand  soldiers 
^  __,  went  before  the  corpse,  five  or  six  in  a  file  ;  then 
1649.  followed  the  corpse  itself,  with  six  trumpets 
sounding  a  soldier's  knell ;  next,  the  horse  of  the 
deceased,  covered  with  mourning;  and  the  pro- 
cession was  closed  with  several  thousand  men, 
with  sea-green  and  black  ribbands,  and  a  great 
number  of  women  p. 
Extent  of  The  very  nature  of  the  plan  of  a  council  of 
agitators,  implied  a  correspondence  from  regiment 
to  regiment ;  and  the  insurgents  speedily  boasted 
that  they  had  in  their  place  of  principal  resort 
the  agents  of  six  regiments  %  those  of  Ireton, 
Harrison,  Skippon,  Scroop,  lngoldsby  and  Hor- 
ton.  They  endeavoured  to  spread  the  ramifica- 
tions of  their  conspiracy  on  every  side.  They 
gave  out  that  the  troops  in  the  north  and  the  west 
were  animated  with  the  same  spirit,  that  those  in 
Wales  were  ready  to  join  them,  and  that,  as  soon 
as  they  put  themselves  in  motion,  the  metropolis 
itself  would  declare  in  their  favour1-.  The  mal- 
contents that  were  already  in  correspondence  with 
each  other,  were  computed  to  amount  to  five 
thousand s;  and  their  main  policy  was,  as  soon  as 

r  Whitlocke,  Apr.  26,  30.     Clement  Walker,  Part  II,  §.  151. 
i  Narrative  of  the  Mutiny,  p.  10. 
r  Declaration  of  Proceedings,  p.  6. 

*  Clement  Walker,  Part  II,  §.  158.     This  author,  as  well  as 
Echard,  llapin,   Kimber  and  Hume,  represents  them  as  actually 
mbled  in  one  place.     But  that  is  obviously  a  mistake. 
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possible  to  unite  in  a  general   body,  difficult  to    chap. 

be  conquered  by  the  well  affected,  and  affording    v ^ 

a  centre  of  resistance  that  should  encourage  all       1649. 
others   whose  cause   and  inclinations    were   the 
same,  to  publish  their  concurrence. 

The  first  open  act  of  rebellion  was  at  Banbury  Manifesto: 
in  Oxfordshire.  Here  one  Captain  Thompson  standard 
published  a  manifesto,  entitled  Englands  Stan- 
dard Advanced,  and  dated  the  sixth  of  May ; 
but  it  probably  did  not  make  its  appearance  till 
some  days  later.  In  this  paper  the  malcontents 
are  made  to  declare  that  "  through  an  unavoid- 
able necessity,  no  other  means  being  left  under 
heaven,  they  are  inforced  to  betake  themselves  to 
the  law  of  nature  to  defend  and  preserve  them- 
selves and  their  native  rights,  and  therefore  are 
resolved  as  one  man  to  attempt  to  redeem  the 
magistracy  of  England  from  the  power  of  the 
sword :"  in  other  words,  from  the  power  of  the 
chief  officers  of  the  army.  They  particularly 
engage  for  the  preservation  of  Lilburne,  Walwyn, 
Prince,  Overton,  and  two  other  prisoners,  and  add 
that,  "  if  a  hair  of  their  heads  shall  perish,  they 
will,  God  enabling  them,  avenge  it  seventy  times 
seven  fold  upon  the  tyrants*." 

Thompson  marched  up  and  down   in  the  hun-  Thompson 
dreds   of  Oxfordshire  and   Warwickshire,   with  lk',Vu,ed- 
about  two  hundred  horse,  declaring  his  resolution, 


A  copy  of  this  paper  18  given  in  Clement  Walker,  nhi  iujira. 
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book    as  soon  as  he  had  sufficiently  collected  his  force, 
v_         .    to  proceed  with  his  brigade  into  the  west,  and 
1649,      form  a  junction  with  the  main  body  of  the  in- 
surgents, who  were  quartered  at  Salisbury.      But 
colonel  Reynolds,  whose  own  regiment  was  tainted 
with  the  general   infection,   prevented   him,  fell 
upon  Banbury  with  a  small  detachment  when  he 
was  least  expected,   and,   by  resolute  behaviour 
on  one  side,  and  surprise  on  the  other,  brought 
Thompson's  party  to  surrender,  seized  their  co- 
lours, disbanded  the  malcontents,  and  sent  them 
to  their  respective  homes.     The  ringleader  fled". 
On  the  same  day  direction  was  given  that  Lil- 
burne   and   his  three  confederates  should  be  re- 
strained as  close  prisoners  in  the  Tower,  apart 
from  each  other w. 
insurgents        We  are  not  sufficiently  informed  of  the  quar- 
bury.  ters  of  the  regiments  engaged  in  the  insurrection. 

Those  of  Scroop  and  Ireton  either  had  their  resi- 
dence at  Salisbury,  or  early  formed  a  junction  in 
that  city.  They  amounted  to  ten  colours,  or  five 
sixths  of  their  respective  regiments.  They  had 
already  gone  to  the  length  of  casting  off  all  obe- 
dience to  their  officers,  except  two  or  three  who 
had  embraced  their  sentiments  x,  and  they  marched 
under  the  command  of  their  ao-ents.  The  dis- 
content  was   now  so  far  ripe,  and  prepared  for 

"  Whitlocke,  May  8,  10,  12.     Declaration  ofCromwel,  p.  2. 

w  Journals,  May  12.  x  Narrative  of  the  Mutiny,  p.  1,  2. 
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immediate  action,   that  Lilburne  would  no  doubt    chap. 
have  come  down  to  them,  and  been  received  with   <^_      _, 
a   most  cordial   welcome ;  but  that,   by  the  pre-      1G49. 
caution  of  the  government,   he  and  his  original 
confederates  were  already  secured.     He  had  seen 
service  in  the  civil  war,  and  his  qualities  fitted 
him  to  make  a  figure  in  the  field ;  but   unfortu- 
nately his  temper  was  such,  that  he  had  never 
found,   till  now,  a  party   of  military   men    with 
whose  views  he  could  cordially  concur. 

Every  thing  depended  on  promptness  on  the  Hazardous 
part  of  the  great  officers  of  the  army.  If  one  week  thHiate.  ° 
were  suffered  to  elapse,  they  might  be  plunged  in 
a  civil  war,  more  perilous  and  doubtful  of  issue, 
than  either  of  those  in  which  they  had  been  en- 
gaged against  the  king.  And  yet  such  was  the 
thornincss  of  the  present  undertaking,  that  Fair- 
fax and  Cromwel,  who  most  cordially  cooperated 
in  the  present  crisis,  scarcely  knew  on  which  side 
they  could  look,  or  to  whom  they  could  trust,  with 
security.  The  discipline  of  the  army  was  shaken. 
The  regiments  and  bodies  of  men  they  led  out 
against  the  insurgents,  might  in  the  very  sight  of 
the  enemy,  desert  their  leaders,  and  join  the  stand- 
ard of  those  they  were  brought  forth  to  subdue. 


It  was  fortunate  for  the  rising  commonwealth.   Mod 


vc^ 


that  their  interests  were  intrusted  to  men  so  tho-  [he generis 
roughly  competent  to   their  situation.     The  ge-  £?*' 
nerals  addressed  themselves   to  the  soldiers,   and 
sought  to  exeite  their  sympathy.     They  told  them 


74  HISTORY  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 

book  of  the  great  tilings  they  had  achieved  in  former 
^_  j  campaigns,  and  the  character  they  had  acquired. 
1G49.  The  king  was  subdued  ;  the  bishops  and  nobles 
dispersed  ;  every  thing  was  prepared  for  a  scene 
of  equal  liberty  and  happiness.  Would  they  dis- 
trust the  generous  band  of  statesmen,  who  had  se- 
cured these  great  things,  and  who  were,  as  they, 
the  generals,  best  knew,  every  way  worthy  of  their 
confidence  ?  Would  they  tarnish  a  discipline,  the 
most  perfect  the  world  had  ever  seen?  The  pres- 
byterians,  the  episcopalians,  the  partisans  of  ab- 
solute sway,  looked  with  eager  eyes  at  the  con- 
tention that  had  now  broken  out.  They  well 
knew,  that  the  triumph  of  the  malcontents  would 
eventually  be  theirs.  The  parliament  full  hardly 
kept  its  ground  against  enemies  so  numerous  and 
so  desperate.  And,  if  the  army  deserted  the 
cause  of  independency  and  the  commonwealth, 
the  floodgates  of  mischief  would  be  set  open,  and 
England  inundated  with  the  worst  of  calamities  ?. 
— Never  did  soldiers  take  the  field  with  louder 
demonstrations  of  perfect  confidence  in,  and  entire 
devotion  to  their  commanders2. 
March  of         The  insurgents  marched  from   Salisbury  with 

the  insur-  ,        n         ,      .  .  p    .     .     .  .  . 

gents:  the  nxed  intention  ot  joining  the  malcontents  ot 
Harrison's  regiment a,  which  seems  to  have  been 
quartered  in  Warwickshire,   Ingoldsby's  at  Ox- 

*  Declaration  of  Fairfax  on  Occasion  of  the  Present  Distempers. 
1  Declaration  of  Proceedings,  p.  6.  a  Ibid,  p.  6,  7. 
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ford,   and   Horton's  at  Gloucester.     The  general    chap. 

IV 
advanced  to  intercept  their  march  by  Alton,  An-   ^     '  _, 

dover  and  Thealb.     From  Andover  he  dispatched      1649. 

,  .    .  ,  of  Fairfax 

a  message  to  them,  requiring  them  to  return  to  and  Crom- 
their  obedience,  and  promising-  them  in  that  case 

pardon  for  the  pastc.     Major  Francis  White,  the  Major 
r         i     i  ii  i         ttt  White, 

messenger,  iound  them  already  posted  at  v\  ant- 
age d.  They  had  left  Salisbury  more  than  a 
thousand  strong,  having  the  colours  of  ten  troops, 
beside  a  great  number  of  stragglers.  At  Wantage 
they  fell  in  with  two  troops  of  Harrison's  men, 
who  had  come  to  join  theme.  From  Wantage 
they  advanced  to  Newbridge,  where  they  pur- 
posed to  cross  the  Isis.  But  they  were  prevented 
by  colonel  Reynolds  with  a  detachment.  They  insurgents 
turned  off  therefore  to  Farringdon,  and  there, 
partly  by  fording,  and  partly  by  swimming,  they 
crossed  the  river,  and  made  their  way  to  Bur- 
ford^  Major  White,  the  messenger  of  Fairfax, 
unfaithful  to  his  trust,  entered  into  the  views  of 
the  insurgents,  encouraged  them  to  memorialise 
the  general,  and  told  them  that  their  demands 
were  so  reasonable,  that  he  had  no  doubt  they 
would  be  granted8.  This,  that  was  intended  for 
friendship,  produced  exactly  the  opposite  effect. 
It  lulled  them  in  fatal  security. 

b  [bid.  c  Ibid. 

d  V.  hitc,  True  Relation  of  Proceedings  at  Burford,  p,  2. 
■  Declaration  of  Proceedings,  p.  8.  '  Ibid,  p.  9. 

:  White,  True  Relation,  p,  <>,  7. 
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book         Fairfax  and  Cromwel  had   marched  that  day, 

in  • 

v__      _y    May  the  fourteenth,  with  unexampled  rapidity. 

1649.  They  had  measured  forty  or  fifty  miles  before 
nupnsed.  they  reached  Burford1'.  They  saw  that  they  had 
come  unexpected.  They  gave  refreshment  and 
repose  to  their  horses  and  men  till  midnight11. 
The  insurgents,  encouraged  by  White,  regarded 
this  as  a  sort  of  truce,  and  considered  the  general 
as  waiting  to  receive  from  them  the  inventory  of 
their  demands1.  Precisely  at  midnight  Cromwel 
entered  the  town  with  two  thousand  men.  Rey- 
nolds waited  with  a  detachment  at  the  other  end 
to  shut  them  in.  The  malcontents  were  taken 
wholly  by  surprise.  There  was  some  firing  from 
windows  and  behind  walls,  but  no  conflicts  The 
insurgents  surrendered  to  the  number  of  three 
hundred  and  forty  men1;  all  the  horses  were 
taken;  the  rest  of  the  men  escaped.  The  pri- 
soners were  easily  led  to  express  contrition  for 
what  had  passed.  There  were  no  leaders  ;  none 
to  conduct  them  to  victory  or  security.  Four 
persons  were  selected  to  die  as  an  expiation  for 
the  rest,  two  cornets  and  two  corporals.  Of  these, 
one,  cornet  Denne,  who  had  been  a  favourite  with 
the  generals,  and  who  was  considered  as  a  good 
soldier,  and  a  man  of  sound  principles,  though 
misled  on  the  present  occasion,  was  spared"1. 

''  White,  True  Relation,  p.  9.  '  Ibid,  p.  7. 

k  Declaration  of  Proceedings,  p.  10. 

1  Ibid,  p.  15.  n,  ibid,  p.  lo. 
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The  advantage   thus  gained,  was  so  skilfully    chap. 
improved  by  Fairfax  and  Cromvvel,  as  to  put  an    ^ 
end  to  the  insurrection.     They  judged  it  best,  to       1619. 
preserve  no  record  of  offences,  and  to  bury  the  recaOnb' 
whole  in  oblivion.    By  menaces,  by  expostulations,  (il,elled- 
by  kindness,  by  arguments,  and  by  clemency,  they 
reduced  the  whole  army  to  their  duty ;  and  what 
might  have  been  the  ruin  of  the  commonwealth, 
was    thus  turned   into  the   means   of  additional 
strength.     The  prisoners  taken  at  Burford  were 
sent  into  a  sort  of  quarantine  at  Devizes,  and  then 
restored  to  their  regiments  n.     It  was  not  long-  ere 
the  srenerals  were  acknowledged  for  the  fathers 
and  guardian  spirits  of  the  army. 

The  extinction  of  an  insurrection  that  had  at 
one  time  been  most  alarming,  was  so  abrupt,  that 
not  one  author  has  delivered  another  word  as  to 
the  means  by  which  it  was  accomplished.  The 
agents  of  the  six  regiments  assembled  at  Salisbury 
must  at  the  least  have  amounted  to  twenty-four ; 
Fairfax  speaks  of  colonel  Ewer,  or  Eyres,  as  impli- 
cated in  the  insurrection0  ;  and  he  justly  observes 


"  Ibid.  Whitlocke,  May  19,  says  that  it  was  in  general  orders, 
that  every  tenth  man  of  the  mutineers  should  die.  But  there  is 
no  trace  of  this  in  the  narrative  published  by  authority,  nor  even 
in  Clement  Walker,  who  was  so  well  disposed  on  the  subject,  as 
to  entitle  the  Third  Part  of  bis  History  of  Independency,  Cromwel'fi 
New  Slaughter-House  in  England.  The  Perfect  Politician,  p.  IS, 
says,  The  insurgents,  beholding  the  execution  of  their  fellows  from 
the  leads  of  the  church,  were  saluted  with  a  message  of  decimation ; 
but  at  Cromwel's  desire  they  were  all  pardoned, 
Declaration  of  Proceedings,  p.  B. 


78 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 


book    that  there  was  no  rule  of  military  law  that  could 
I1L       distinguish  the  £uilt  of  those  who  had  been  most 
1649.      conspicuous  in  the  mutiny  from  that  of  all  others, 
who  had  refused  to  obey  their  officers,  and  had 
marched  with  the  design  to  join  in  the  rebellionP. 
Yet  not  one  man  further  was  called  to  account 
and  punished  for  the  past;  they  felt  in  their  full 
force   the  bountiful   nature  of  Fairfax,   and   the 
generosity  of  Cromwel ;  they  became  convinced 
of  the  error  into  which  they  had  been  led,  and  the 
sad  consequences  that  would  have  followed  from 
their  success ;  and  from  this  hour  not  one  refrac- 
tory murmur  was  heard  against  either  of  these 
commanders. 
Death  of  One  slight  disturbance    more   wound   up  the 

Thompson.  §cene  Thompson,  who  had  fled  from  Banbury, 
shewed  himself  again  at  Northampton,  where, 
with  two  troops  of  horse  and  some  who  oc- 
casionally joined  him  in  his  march,  he  seized  the 
ordnance,  ammunition,  provisions  and  military 
chest,  and  retired  to  Wellingborough.  But  he 
was  closely  pursued,  and  finally  took  shelter  in  a 
wood.  Though  alone,  he  rode  up  to  his  pursuers, 
and  charged  them  once  and  again,  killing  some, 
and  being  wounded  himself.  He  presented  him- 
self a  third  time,  saying  that  he  scorned  to  sur- 
render, and  would  not  be  taken  alive;  and  a  cor- 
poral, with  a  carabine,  or  short  musket,  loaded 
with  seven  bullets,  shot  him  dead  on  the  spoti. 


>'  Ibid,  p.  11.  i  \\  hitlockc,  May  19,  -21. 
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We  can  scarcely  quit  the  present  subject  with- 
out pausing  a  moment  at  view  of  the  ruin,  to  the 
brink  of  which  the  nation  was  brought  by  Lil-       1^ 
burne  and  his  associates.     If,  under  the  auspices,  ^"nces 
and  at  the  instigation  of  the  levellers,  a  new  par-  ?**  ^°,uld 

o  f  nave  fol- 

liament  had  been  precipitately  chosen,  it  is  hio-hlv  lowcd  on 

.11  ,  •  the  success 

probable  that  either  the  presbytenans  or  the  royal-  of  the  mu- 
ists  would  have  gained  the  ascendancy,  and  in  ^triumph 
either  case  the  restoration  of  Charles  the  Second  °fPre*y- 

tenans,  or 

would  have  been  the  immediate  result.  If  the  rovalists: 
former  party  had  borne  the  sway,  the  bitterest  in- 
tolerance would  have  been  established,  with  a 
church-government  like  that  of  Scotland  in  its 
worst  days  of  fanaticism  and  rigour.  If  the  latter, 
we  may  be  sure,  with  the  profligate  court  of  the 
young  king,  and  the  insolence  of  the  nobility 
upon  this  unexpected  triumph,  despotism  in  its 
worst  and  most  hateful  form  would  have  been  the 
lot  of  our  devoted  country. 

But,  let  us  suppose,  which  can  hardly  be  con-  or  the 
ceived,   that  Lilburne  would   have  been   able  to  J3Ly 
erect  himself  into  a   dictator,   as   Cromwel   did  "' ' '|l,u"^ 

'  and  tne 

afterwards.  Lilburne  had  no  true  elevation,  no  nb'itatu,s- 
genuine  comprehensiveness  in  his  nature:  he 
was  made  up  of  hateful  passions,  which  did  in- 
differently well,  and  shewed  speciously,  while 
he  was  under  persecution,  but  would  have  borne 
a  very  different  aspect,  if  he  had  ever  come  to 
have  power  in  his  hands.  The  men,  whom  he  so 
liberally  styled  jugglers  and  knaves,  would  then 
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hook  have  been  exposed  to  the  full  weight  of  his  dis- 
v  H  '  pleasure.  Beside  this,  he  would  have  had  his 
164ft  council  of  agitators,  half  of  them  chosen  from, 
and  all  of  them  by,  the  private  soldier,  to  egg 
him  on  in  his  furious  passions,  to  awake  them 
if  they  slept,  and  to  have  for  ever  supplied  him 
with  mean  jealousies,  and  coarse  and  illiberal 
suggestions.  His  reign  would  have  been  like  that 
of  Massaniello  at  Naples  just  two  years  before1". 


r  That  this  is  a  just  representation  may  be  satisfactorily  inferred 
from  two  or  three  extracts  out  of  his  numerous  publications. — In 
a  letter  to  Fairfax  in  the  year  1G47  he  says,  "  I  durst  not  but  do 
the  uttermost  that  I  could  to  preserve  myself,  which  in  my  under- 
standing could  no  otherwise  be  effected,  but  by  men  with  swords 
in  their  hands  and  resolution  in  their  spirits,  which  I  believe  had 
been  done  ere  now  to  purpose,  if  I  had  embraced  the  earnest  desire 
of  my  friends,  to  break  prison  and  go  to  them.  And,  give  mc 
leave  to  tell  you  without  fear  or  dread,  had  I  come,  and  could  have 
got  so  many  to  follow  me,  as  would  have  enabled  mc  with  my 
sword  in  my  hand  to  do  justice  and  execution  upon  those  grand 
treacherous  fellows  and  tyrants  at  Westminster,  that  have  tyran- 
nised not  only  over  me,  but  the  whole  kingdom,  I  should  have 
made  no  more  scruple  of  conscience  with  my  own  hands  to  have 
destroyed  them,  then  to  have  destroyed  so  many  weazels  and  pole- 
cats." Jugglers  Discovered,  p.  3,  4.  Of  Haselrig  he  says  in  1651, 
"  Meeting  Mr.  Pearson  at  the  George  in  Channel  Row,  I  told  him, 
If  W\>  master  thought  to  keep  my  money  while  I  sued  him  at  law, 
it  was  a  vain  thought :  for  he  was  too  great  for  me  to  encounter 
him  that  way,  and  I  had  neither  money  nor  time  to  spend  upon 
him:  therefore  I  intreated  him,  as  he  loved  sir  Arthur's  life  and 
welfare,  to  say  to  him,  that  I  wore  a  good  dagger  by  my  right  side, 
and  a  good  rapier  by  my  left  side,  and  if  within  eight  days  he  did 
not  send  me  all  my  money,  and  give  me  some  rational  satisfaction, 
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The  party  thus  instigated  and  goaded  forward 
by  Lilburne,  received  from  their  contemporaries, 

and  are  known  in   history  by,  the  name  of  the  1649. 

Levellers.     But  there   was   another  set  of  men,  Account 

more  precisely  entitled  to  the  appellation,   that  is  Diggers. 


let  him  look  to  himself;  for  after  that  day,  wherever  I  met  him,  I 
would  pay  him  for  all  together,  though  I  were  cut  into  a  thousand 
pieces  on  the  very  place.''  Just  Reproof  to  Haherdasher  Hall,  p.  6. 
Again,  in  a  tract,  called  Lilburne  Revived,  printed  in  Holland  in 
March  1653,  he  says,  "  When  my  wife  was  lately  with  me,  I  told 
her,  that  my  banishment  was  as  delightsome  to  me  as  my  wedding 
day,  and  I  prayed  her,  as  she  loved  my  life,  and  her  own  welfare, 
not  to  expose  me  to  such  hazardous  and  dangerous  new  temptations, 
as  I  had  lately  been  under.  For,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  strong 
affection  I  bore  to  her  and  my  poor  babes,  I  had  with  my  own  ri^ht 
hand  at  the  house-door  ended  the  quarrel,  between  Cromwel,  and 
me  and  the  rest  of  the  free-born  people  of  England;  with  a  paper 
of  reasons  in  my  left  hand,  ready  to  be  sent  unto  the  speaker,  and 
with  several  other  in  my  pocket,  to  justify  to  the  whole  world  the 
lawfulness  of  such  an  action  by  the  laws  of  God,  of  nature,  and  of 
nations."     Lilburne  Revived,  Letter  2,  p.  2. 

The  character  here  described  is  perfectly  intelligible.  It  is  not 
bloodthirsty.  It  must  be  dandled  and  fondled  and  cockered  into 
mischief.  The  sun  must  shine  upon  it,  and  all  occasions  minister 
to  its  violence.  It  is  glad,  when  the  temptation  is  over,  and  the 
crisis  that  worked  up  its  rage,  has  passed  by  without  effect  It  is 
not  like  the  hyena,  perpetually  in  a  rage,  warning  all  creatures 
that  see  it  to  make  from  its  path:  but  it  has  its  seasons  of  heat 
and  constitution,  like  all  irrational  natures,  gathering  gradually  and 
imperceptibly  within,  till  00  a  sudden  it  becomes  terrible,  and  runs 
a  muck  at  every  thing  that  offends  it. — Be  it  observed,  that  this  is  a 
picture  of  Lilbume's  character,  as  it  was  under  the  cloud  of  ad- 
versity and  contention  :  what  he  would  have  grown  to  in  the  genial 
beams  of  prosperity  and  power,  i-.  another  question. 

VOL.   III.  G 
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book  scarcely  indeed  worthy  to  be  recorded,  except  so 
IIL  far  as  their  proceedings  may  tend  to  illustrate  the 
igi;».  character  and  temper  of  the  age.  These  men 
called  themselves  the  Diggers.  The  names  of 
two  of  their  leaders  have  come  down  to  us, 
Gerrard  Winstanley,  and  Everard,  the  former  a 
writer  of  numerous  tracts  in  support  of  their 
tenets.  Their  principles  were,  that  God  gave  all 
tilings  in  common,  and  that  every  man  has  a  right 
to  the  fruits  of  the  earth.  They  professed  an  in- 
tention to  molest  no  one  in  his  possessions ;  but 
they  asserted  that  the  time  was  come  when  the 
whole  world  would  shortly  espouse  their  principles. 
They  made  their  appearance  at  St.  George's  Hill, 
near  Walton  in  Surrey,  Winstanley  and  Everard 
being  at  their  head,  with  about  thirty  followers ; 
and,  resorting  to  an  open  common,  they  began  to 
dig  the  earth,  and  deposit  in  it  seeds  and  roots. 
They  were  not  however  permitted  to  proceed 
without  molestation.  Fairfax  sent  two  troops  of 
horse  to  disperse  them,  who  destroyed  some  of 
their  implements  and  tools,  and  conducted  a  few  of 
the  more  obstinate  and  petulant  of  them  to  prison3. 

1  Whitlocke,  Apr.  17,  20      Winstanley,  Cause  of  the  Diggers. 
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STATE  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  OXFORD. RUINOUS 

CONDITION   TO  WHICH  IT    HAD  BEEN  REDUCED 

BY  THE    ROYALISTS. PREACHERS  SENT    DOWN 

BY     THE     PARLIAMENT. — ORDINANCE     OF     VI- 
SITORS.  COMMITTEE  OF  LORDS  AND  COMMONS 

FOR    APPEALS. FAILURE    OF    THE  FIRST    VISI- 
TATION.  EARL    OF    PEMBROKE    RESTORED   AS 

CHANCELLOR     OF    THE    UNIVERSITY. SECOND 

VISITATION. PEMBROKE     TAKES     POSSESSION 

OF     HIS    OFFICE. NEW    HEADS     OF     COLLEGES 

INSTALLED. ACADEMICAL      HONOURS      CON- 
FERRED ON  FAIRFAX  AND  HIS  OFFICERS. 

The  proceedings   of  the   mutineers  being  tlius    chap, 


v. 


crushed,  the  leading  officers  of  the  army  repaired 

on  a  visit  to  the  city  and  university  of  Oxford,  vkfcoF 

where  Harrison's  regiment  was  quartered,  and  of  i,;'",,^,',"' 

which  place  Ingoldsby  had  just  been  appointed  tofl?*™5?" 

governor.  Oxfiarf. 

The  history  of  the  university  of  Oxford,  from  \c,\6. 

the  day  of  the  surrender  of  that  city  to   the  par-  that  ^ ,_ 

liament  in  1G4G:\  has  thus  far  been  passed  over  bli8hment 


a  Sec  above,  Vol.  II,  |>.  171. 
(.  2 
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book    by  us  unnoticed.      It  is  necessary  therefore  that 
we  should  here  take  a  view  of  the  recent  changes 


■&' 


i64c.       in,  and  the  present  state  of  that  ancient  establish- 
ment.    We  have  seen  how  the  university  of  Cam- 
bridge was  reformed,  and  reduced  to  the  presby- 
terian  discipline  in   the  beginning    of  the  year 
1644b.     But  the  case  of  Oxford  was  widely  dif- 
ferent.    This  city  had  been  made  the  principal 
residence   of   Charles   and   his   court,    from  the 
autumn  of  1642,  to  his  flight  and  escape  in  April 
1646.     It  had  been  a  principal  garrison  for  the 
king ;  all  military  expeditions  had  been  concerted 
here ;  and  the  attempt  that  Charles  made  for  as- 
sembling an  anti-parliament,  had  for  its  scene  the 
city  of  Oxford, 
its  ruinous       All  these  transactions  had  proved  in  a  manner 
the  destruction  of  the  university.     The  college- 
plate  had  been  melted  down,  to  aid  the  king  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  war.  The  principal  edifices 
had  been  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  king,  and 
his  followers,  and  of  the  lords  and  commons  who 
constituted  his    parliament.     The    schools   were 
used  as  granaries,  and  magazines  of  various  com- 
modities for  the  supply  of  the  army.     The  scho- 
lars were  turned  into  soldiers,  and  by  mixing  with 
the  lowest  and  most  profligate  of  the  military,  be- 
came like  them  principally  occupied  in  gaming, 
swearing  and  drinking.     Their  greatest  glory  lay 


condition. 


Sec  above,  Vol.  I,  Chap.  XI. 
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in  the  composition  of  songs,  ballads,  and  scurrilous 
libels  upon  the  parliament  and  its  adherents. 
There  was  no  public  act  solemnised  during  the  1646 
whole  of  these  three  or  four  years.  There  were 
few  or  no  lectures  read,  or  exercises  performed. 
The  colleges  were  for  the  most  part  falling  to  ruin. 
The  libraries  were  embezzled0. 

It  was  the  business  therefore  of  the  parliament,  Necessity 
to  re-create  the  university.  And,  in  doing  this,  forro. 
their  path  was  plain.  A  great  majority  of  that 
part  of  the  people  of  England  who  thought  se- 
riously on  the  subject  of  religion,  was  anti-epi- 
scopalian. In  remodelling  the  university  there- 
fore, and  raising  it  from  its  ashes,  it  was  necessary 
that  those  who  had  the  direction  of  the  national 
affairs  should  accommodate  themselves  to  this 
change  of  opinion.  Add  to  which,  in  these  times 
politics  and  religion  were  closely  combined.  All 
that  remained  of  the  university,  that  is,  the  prin- 
cipal officers  and  heads  of  houses,  together  with 
the  herd  of  dissipated  scholars  who  formed  their 
body-guard,  were  not  only  devoted  to  the  hierarchy, 
with  all  its  magnificence  of  revenue  and  amplitude 
of  power,  but  also,  as  an  inseparable  member  of 
the  same  establishment,  to  the  prerogatives  of  the 
king  in  their  largest  sense,  and  to  the  doctrine  of 
passive  obedience.     The  attention  of  parliament 


■  Wood,  History  of  the  University,  in  English,  Vol.  II,  p.  475, 
487,  488.     Walker,  Sufferiuga  of  the  Clergy,  Part  I,  \>.  124. 
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rook    therefore  was  at  once  required,  to  accommodate 
t  ,    the  university  to   the   present  state  of  religious 

1646.  opinion,  and  to  remove  that  focus  of  rebellion  and 
despotic  sway,  which  Oxford  would  always  afford, 
as  loner  as  the  establishment  remained  in  the  hands 
of  its  present  directors. 

Presbyte-  Oxford  was  surrendered  to  the  parliament  on 
mmST*  the  twentieth  of  June.  The  present  rulers  how- 
Aepari  ever  proceeded  cautiously,  and  somewhat  tardily, 
liamenfc  jn  t]ie  execution  of  the  great  task  which  was  thus 
devolved  on  them.  In  the  month  of  September 
seven  of  the  most  popular  preachers  of  the  pres- 
byterian  denomination,  one  of  whom  was  Rey- 
nolds, who  after  the  Restoration  was  made  bishop 
of  Norwich,  were  sent  down  by  order  of  the  two 
houses  to  preach  in  any  of  the  churches  in  Ox- 
ford'1, to  endeavour  to  bring  the  university  into  a 
better  temper,  and  dispose  them  to  a  reconciliation 
with  the  parliament  and  its  proceedings6.  Their 
exertions  appear  to  have  had  a  considerable  effect 
on  the  town's  people,  but  were  treated  by  the  re- 
maining members  of  the  university  with  all  pos- 
sible contempt f. 

1647.  Early  in  January  in  the  following  year  an  or- 
of  viators,    dinance  was  introduced  into  the  house  of  com- 
mons s,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  four-and- 

(1  Journals  of  Commons,  Aug.  19.    of  Lords,  Aug.  28. 

e  Walker,  Part  I,  p.  125. 

f  Ibid.  Wood,  History,  p.  490,  491. 

*  Journals  of  Commons,  Jan.  13. 
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twenty  persons,  one  third  of  them  clergy,  to  visit 

the  university,  to  enquire  into  the  disaffection  of 

any  of  its  members  to  the  present  establishment      1047. 

in  church  and  state,  and  to  exercise  all  the  powers 

that  had  been  accustomed  to  be  exercised  by  any 

visitors,  by  whatever  authority  appointed.     The  Committee 

,.  ,  -li  i    of  lords  and 

same  ordinance  named  twenty-six  lords,  and  commons 
fifty-two  members  of  the  house  of  commons,  as  a  for'appeais. 
committee,  to  whom  the  members  of  the  univer- 
sity might  appeal,  if  they  deemed  themselves 
aggrieved  by  any  decision  of  the  visitors.  This 
ordinance  however  was  so  long  depending,  partly 
by  a  difference  between  the  two  houses,  the  com- 
mons insisting  upon  the  members  of  their  house 
amounting  to  the  double  of  those  of  the  house  of 
lords,  and  the  lords  pressing  for  an  equality  h,  that 
it  did  not  finally  acquire  the  force  of  a  law  till  the 
first  of  May  following1. 

Fourteen  days  after  the  passing  this  ordinance,  commis- 
a  citation  was  issued,  being;  sio-ned  bv  ten  of  the  ^°"  °f  the 
visitors,  requiring   all   the   officers,    fellows  and  °i,cncd- 

it  p     1  t/y"  11  i       p  Citations 

scholars  01  the  different  colleges,  to  appear  before  issued. 
them  in  the  convocation-house  of  the  university 
on  the  fourth  of  the  following  month,  and  to  bring 
with  them  a  list  of  all  the  members,  officers  and 
scholars  of  their  respective  establishments  k.  Mean- 
while, it  was  precisely  at  this  period  that  the  mis- 


h  Journals  of  Lords,  \\  ril  9,  80,     '  Journals  of  Lords.  Scobel. 
k  Wood,  p.  504,  505   506. 
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book    understanding  broke  out  between  the  parliament 

m 
^_      _j    and  the  arm)' ;  and  the   fourth  of  June,  the  day 

1647.       fixed  for  the  visitation,  was  the  very  day  on  which 
the  king  was  conveyed  from  Holdenby  under  mi- 
litary escort1. 
Temper  What  would  have  been  the  conduct  of  the  heads 

university,  of  liouses  at  Oxford  under  other  circumstances,  it 
is  difficult  to  pronounce.  They  had  committed 
themselves  too  far,  to  hope  for  forbearance  from 
the  present  ruling  powers.  Countenanced  by  the 
presence  of  the  king,  and  feeling  that  his  cause 
and  the  cause  of  episcopacy  were  one,  there  were 
no  lengths  of  hostility  to  which  they  had  not  pro- 
ceeded, and  no  contumely  with  which  they  had 
not  ambitiously  loaded  the  innovators  in  the 
church,  and  the  adversaries  of  passive  obedience 
in  the  state. 
The  visitors       Meanwhile  the  present  state  of  things  afforded 

are  resisted.    ,\  • .  ,        .  ,        , 

circum-  every  excitement,  to  proceed  with  the  ut- 

stancesby     most  effrontery  and  arrogance  against  those  who 

which  the  J  °  ° 

resistance  is  were  coming  among  them  to  correct  them.     The 


aged.  visitors  by  whom  they  were  summoned  were  pres- 

byterian;  but  it  was  evident  enough  that  the 
power  of  the  presbyterians  was  rapidly  on  the 
decline.  Amidst  the  intestine  divisions  of  those 
who  had  hitherto  fought  against  prerogative,  the 
officers  of  the  university,  like  the  king,  anticipated 
the  triumph  of  him  who  could  no  longer  oppose 


See  above,  Book  II,  Chap.  IX. 
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his  adversaries  in  the  field,  imaged  to  themselves 
both  parties  as  courting  the  fallen  sovereign,  and 
believed,    with    Charles,    that  neither   could   do       1^47 
without  him,  and  that  he  would  be  able  to  give 
the  law  to  both. 

At  this  very  time  there  was  a  mutiny  in  the  Opposition 

p  r\    j»      1      •  •  i       i         1     r  of  the  army 

garrison  ot  Oxford,  in  concert  with  the  detection  tothepar- 
of  the  army  at  head-quarters,  they  refusing  to  dis- 
band  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  parliament, 
and  seizing  upon  the  money  which  had  been  sent 
down  to  facilitate  that  operation"1. 

The  three  things  the  visitors  were  specially  to  Conditions 

required  of 

insist  on,  were  the  covenant,  the  negative  oath  the  mem- 
(or  oath  not  to  assist  the  king  in  his  war  against  university, 
the  parliament),  and  the  directory,  or  formula  of 
presbyterian  church-government  and  worship.  No 
person  was  hereafter  to  hold  any  office  in,  or  be  a 
member  of  the  university,  who  neglected  to  sub- 
scribe the  two  first,  or  opposed  the  execution  of 
the  last0.  On  the  first  of  June,  three  days  before 
the  visitation  was  to  take  place,  Fell,  the  vice- 
chancellor  of  Oxford,  held  a  convocation,  in  which 
a  paper  was  consented  to,  and  ordered  to  be  pub- 
lished, entitled,  Reasons  of  the  Present  Judgment 
of  the  University  against  each  of  the  above  par- 
ticulars0. 


"■  Wood,  p.  50G.  Walker,  p.  126.  See  above,  Vol.  II,  p. 310,311. 
n  Scobel,  cap.  74. 
^  alton,  Liti>  of  Bishop  Sanderson,  p.  7ft,  and  Appendix 
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Earl  of 
IVmbroke 
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chancellor 
of  the  uni- 
versity. 


On  the  day  appointed,  a  sermon  was  preached, 
previously  to  the  opening;  the  visitation,  at  St. 
Mary's  Church  in  Oxford  ;  and  from  thence  the 
visitors  passed  to  the  convocation-house,  for  the 
purpose  of  proceeding  with  their  commission. 
But  the  plan  of  the  dignitaries  of  the  university 
was  already  fixed.  They  were  summoned  to 
appear  before  the  visitors  between  the  hours  of 
nine  and  eleven  in  the  forenoon ;  and,  having 
waited  in  the  vestibule  of  the  hall  till  the  time 
was  expired,  they  entered  the  building,  and  for- 
mally dismissed  the  assembly.  In  their  return, 
Fell,  attended  by  his  beadles  and  other  officers, 
met  the  visitors ;  and,  a  cry  being  set  up  by  his 
followers  of  "  Room  for  the  vice-chancellor,"  he 
passed  on.  Meanwhile  Fell  moved  his  cap  to 
the  visitors,  and  accosted  them  with,  "  Good 
morrow,  gentlemen ;  it  is  past  eleven  o'clock." 
Upon  this  occurrence  the  visitors  consulted  for 
some  time,  and  at  length  decided  under  all  the 
circumstances  to  adjourn  the  visitation  till  the 
next  term  P. 

Not  long  after  this  period,  an  ordinance  was 
passed  by  the  two  houses,  restoring  the  earl  of 
Pembroke  to  the  office  of  chancellor  of  the  uni- 
versity i,  who  had  been  superseded  by  the  king 
during  the  civil  war,  and  the  marquis  of  Hertford 


«"  Wood,  p.  511, 512.    Walker,  p.  127.    Neal,  Book  III,  Chap.  ix. 
''  .'"iirnals  of  Lords,  Aug.  3. 
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elected  chancellor  in  his  room.     This  ordinance    chap. 

of  course  put  an  end  to   the  authority  of  Fell  as    v ' , 

vice-chancellor,  and  of  all  other  officers  appointed       1647. 
by  the  latter  of  these  noblemen.     A  further  ordi-  Second  or. 

.  .  .  pit  dinance  of 

nance  was  also  made,  explanatory  ot  the  ordinance  visitation. 
of  visitation,  empowering  the  visitors  to  administer 
the  covenant  and  negative  oath,  to  call  for  all  the 
books  of  the  university,  and  to  order  into  custody, 
and  commit  to  prison  all  persons  disobeying  the 
authority  hereby  conveyed.  St.  John  was  at  the 
same  time  directed  to  draw  up  a  commission  in 
the  amplest  manner,  to  which  the  great  seal  was 
to  be  affixed,  investing  the  visitors  in  all  the  func- 
tions of  their  appointment r.  This  commission 
was  given,  according  to  the  forms  constantly  em- 
ployed on  such  occasions,  in  the  name  of  the  kings. 

The  visitation  took  place  on  the  twenty-ninth  Further 
of  September.  Fell  and  the  heads  of  the  dif-  opened. 
ferent  houses  were  ordered  to  appear  before  the 
visitors,  and  to  bring  with  them  their  statutes, 
registers  and  public  writings.  Refusing  this  latter, 
Fell  was  on  the  eighth  of  the  following  month 
formally  declared  to  have  forfeited  the  office  of 
vice-chancellor,  and  was  ordered  to  be  attached, 
and  brought  before  the  lords  for  contempt1.     He  Vice-chan- 

,  •  „  i  •         i     •  cellor  sent 

was  committed  to  prison",  and  remained  in  con-  K>  pmon. 
finement  till  the  May  or  June  of  the  following 


r  [bid,  Aug.  26.  '  Wood,  p.  518. 

1  Journals  of  Lord-,  Oct.  8,  "  Wood,  p.  5'23. 
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year.  The  report  of  the  visitors  was  referred  to 
the  committee  of  lords  and  commons  for  resrula- 
ting  the  university  w,  who  accordingly  summoned 

wral  of  the  heads  of  houses  to  appear  before 
them  at  Westminster,  to  answer  for  their  contu- 
macy ;  but  none  of  these  officers,  except  Fell, 
seem  to  have  been  detained  in  custody  x.  They 
were  allowed  counsel  to  plead  for  them*  ;  and  the 
main  argument  employed  in  their  favour  appears 
to  have  been,  that  by  their  statutes  they  were  not 
bound  to  submit  to  any  visitors,  but  the  king-  and 
the  archbishop  of  Canterbury :  the  archbishop 
was  dead  ;  and,  though  the  commission  had  been 
drawn  in  the  name  of  the  king,  this  was  a  fiction 
only,  and  the  instrument  had  not.  his  real  con- 
currence2. This  argument  would,  in  ordinary 
times,  probably  have  been  admitted  as  valid  ;  but 
upon  occasions  like  the  present,  forms  must  un- 
doubtedly give  way  to  the  demands  of  the  public 
safety.  In  conclusion  it  was  decided  that  the 
heads  of  houses  who  had  been  summoned,  had 
been  guilty  of  the  contempt  alledged  against  them, 
and  they  were  accordingly  voted  to  be  removed 
from  their  respective  offices a. 

It  was  not  till  the  eleventh  of  April  that  the 
earl  of  Pembroke  made  his  public  entry  into  the 


"  Journals  of  Lords,  Oct.  30. 
;  Ibid,  p.  540. 
'  Wood,  p.  547. 


1  Wood,  p.  530,  tt  seqq. 
*  Neal,  Part  III,  Chap.  ix. 
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university,  and  the  next  day  Reynolds,  afterwards  chap. 
bishop  of  Norwich,  was  invested  with  the  office  ^__  ^ 
of  vice-chancellor b.     Mrs.  Fell,   the  wife  of  his       1648. 

,  r       •  i  i  Appoints 

predecessor,  relusing  to  quit  the  apartments  she  Reynolds 
occupied,  was  carried  in  a  chair  by  the  soldiers  chancellor, 
into  the  quadrangle  of  Christ  Church,  where  they 
were  situated c.     And  on  the  following  day  they  ^ew  heads 
put  Harris  and  Cheynel,  two  of  the  persons  who  j^roduSd. 
in  September  1646  had  been  sent  down  by  par- 
liament to  preach  to  the  university,  into  possession 
of  the  office  of  presidents  of  Trinity  College  and 
St.  John's.     Wilkins,  the  celebrated  natural  phi- 
losopher,   who    afterwards    married    a    sister    of 
Cromwel,  was  at  the  same  time  installed  warden 
of  Wadham  College,  John  Palmer  warden  of  All 
Souls,  John   Wilkinson  president  of  Magdalen, 
and  Daniel  Greenwood  principal  of  Brazen  Nose. 
Reynolds  had  by  the  same  authority  been  made 
dean  of  Christ  Church  d. 

It  was  not  till  the  May  of  the  following  year,       1649. 
that  Fairfax  and  the  principal  officers  of  the  army  Fornix  and 
paid  their  visit   to    the  university.      More   than  hisofficers- 
twelve  months  therefore  had   elapsed   since  the 
appointments  last  mentioned.     The  royalists  and 
episcopalians   had   been   entirely  banished  ;  and 
Oxford  once  more,  principally  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  presbyterians,  had  begun  to  resume 


b  Wood,  [i.  559,  et  siyy.  c  Ibid,  p.  5G3. 

d  Ibid,  p.  565,  et  seqq. 
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ception. 


book  the  aspect  of  a  seat  of  learning  and  the  muses. 
The  officers  were  received  with  the  utmost  atten- 
tion and  honour.  They  were  quartered  in  the 
lod'iino-s  of  the  warden  of  All  Souls  College. 
Their  arrival  was  on  Thursday  the  seventeenth. 
The  next  morning-  they  were  waited  on  by 
Dr.  Christopher  Rogers,  the  senior  pro-vice-chan- 
cellor, with  the  heads  of  the  colleges,  and  proc- 
tors, to  compliment  them  on  the  occasion.  On 
Saturday  they  were  entertained  at  dinner  by 
Dr.  Wilkinson,  president  of  Magdalen  College, 
and  after  dinner  proceeded  to  the  convocation- 
house6,  where  they  were  presented  to  Dr.  Rogers f, 
a  person,  as  Wood  says,  of  most  reverend  aspect, 
yet  of  no  parts,  only  a  plainness  of  speech  calcu- 
lated to  fascinute  the  ignorant s,  by  Jerome  Zanchy, 
the  proctor.  This  latter  must  have  been  a  man 
of  a  singular  character,  having  afterwards  become 
a  colonel  in  the  army,  and  enjoying  much  of  the 
confidence  of  Henry  Cromwel  and  general  Fleet- 
wood1'. 

Honorary  degrees  were  on  this  occasion  con- 
ferred on  the  illustrious  visitors,  suitable  to  their 
different  claims  on  the  gratitude  of  the  establish- 
ment as  it  at  present  stood.  The  degree  of  doctor 
of  laws  was  selected  to  be  bestowed  on  Fairfax 
and  Cromwel ;  and  that  of  master  of  arts  on  eleven 


Degrees 
conferred 
on  them. 


r  Moderate,  No.  4j. 

1  Athens  Oxonienses,  Vol.  II,  Fasti,  p.  86. 

F  Ibid,  }>.  68.  h  Ibid,  p.  69. 
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distinguished  officers,  seven  of  whom  had  been 
among  the  king's  judges,  sir  Hardress  Waller, 
and  the  colonels  Harrison,  Ingoldsby,  Hewson,  igV 
Okey,  GofTe  and  Rowe,  together  with  adjutant- 
general  Sedascue,  quarter-master-general  Gros- 
venor,  and  majors  Blackmore  and  Browne.  The 
degree  of  bachelor  in  divinity  was  also  conferred 
on  Barten,  Sikes,  Baron,  Dale  and  Cross ;  Sikes 
being  the  confidential  friend,  and  subsequently 
the  biographer,  of  sir  Henry  Vane.  Wood  says, 
there  was  a  list  that  was  read,  of  other  officers, 
to  be  made  masters  of  arts  whenever  they  should 
visit  Oxford,  among  whom  was  the  celebrated 
Joyce,  and  lieutenant-colonel  Ralph  Cobbet1. 
Zanchy  and  Rogers  complimented  the  candidates 
in  suitable  speeches  in  Latin,  and  they  were  then 
conducted  to  their  seats  on  the  riMit  and  left  of 
the  chancellor's  chair k. 

1  Athena;  Oxonienses,  Vol.  II,  Fa^li,  p.  7j  to  90. 
k  Ibid,  p.  86,  88. 
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CHAPTER   VI. 

CHANGES    IN    THE    CORPORATION    OF    LONDON. 

PLACES  OF  THE  JUDGES  FILLED. PROCEED- 
INGS RESPECTING  LILBURNE. ACT  OF  TREA- 
SONS. 

book    In    the    preceding  month   it  had  been   deemed 
v   IIL   t   necessary  to  change  the  government  of  the  city 
1649.       of  London,  by  a  vote  discharging  alderman  Rev- 
ise ™grpo-n  naldson,  who  had  refused  to  proclaim  the  act  for 
abolishing  kingly  government   in  England,  from 
the  office  of  lord  mayor a,  and  himself,  with  four 
others  (the  same  who  had  been  impeached  in  the 
year  1G47),  from  their  places  as  aldermen  b.     The 
person  chosen  to  fill  the  office  of  lord  mayor  for 
the  remainder  of  the  year,  was  alderman  Thomas 
Andrews0,  a  member  of  the  high  court  of  justice 
for  trying  the  king,  who  had  concurred  in  the 
sentence,  but  who  did  not  sign  the  warrant  of  ex- 
ecution. 
Act  for  On  the  twenty-sixth  of  May,  Cromwel  being 

l°^rchy     in  his  place  in  the  house,  the   thanks  of  the  par- 
proclaimed.  ijament  werc  voted  to  the  general,  lieutenant-ge- 


ration  of 
London. 


Journal-,  Apr.  2.  b  Ibid,  Apr.  7.  c  Ibid,  Apr.  4. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH.  07 

neral,  and  the  rest  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  for    chap. 

their  services  in  suppressing  the  late  insurrection    v ' , 

and  rebellion,  and  the  seventh  of  the  following  1649. 
month  was  appointed  for  a  day  of  thanksgiving 
on  this  joyful  occasion d.  On  the  thirtieth  the 
act  for  abolishing  the  kingly  office  was  proclaimed 
by  the  lord-mayor  and  fifteen  aldermen  :  and,  it 
appearing  that  two  aldermen  were  in  town,  and 
did  not  attend  the  ceremonial,  they  were  sum- 
moned to  attend  the  house  on  the  first  of  June  to 
answer  their  offence  in  not  yielding  obedience  to 
the  order  of  parliament.  The  reasons  they  as- 
signed being  drawn  from  their  political  sentiments 
and  the  scruple  they  felt  in  obeying,  it  was  re- 
solved that  they  should  both  be  discharged  from 
their  places  as  aldermen e.  The  replacing  these 
seven  members  of  the  corporation  appears  to 
have  been  attended  with  much  difficulty :  and 
no  fewer  than  seven  persons  were  chosen  and 
excused  for  the  ward  of  Cornhill  in  the  course  of 
about  two  months f.  On  the  twenty-fifth  of  Au- 
gust William  Steele,  who  had  been  named  for 
attorney-general  on  the  king's  trial,  was  also 
elected  to  the  office  of  recorder f.  On  the  ap-  visit  of  the 
pointed  day  of  thanksgiving,  the  house  having  ^hecor- 
accepted  the  invitation  of  the  corporation  of  i'oratlon- 
London  to  dine  in  the  city,  Mr.  John  Owen  and     June  7. 

d  JournaN.  *  Ibid,  May  31,  June  1. 

'  Proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Aldermen,   in   the   Records  at 
Guildhall. 
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lis  history  or  the  commonwealth. 

book  Mr.  Thomas  Goodwin  preached  before  this  united 

^_     "   ,  assembly    at   Christ   church;    and    a    vote  was 

i (.10.  passed  the  next  day,  that  it  be  referred  to  the 

and  Owen  committee  for  regulating  the  universities  to  take 

niended  for  mto  consideration  the  placing  these  two  divines 

promotion  as  t]ie  ]ieacis  0f  some  colleges  in  one  of  the  uni- 

at  Oxford  §  & 

or  Cam-      versitiess.     This  is  mentioned  as  a  token  of  the 

bridge.  .  i         •     i  i  •  l  ■    i 

ascendancy   the  independent   interest,  of  which 
these  men  were  adherents,  was  gaining  in  these 
seats  of  learning  over  the  presbyterians. 
Cromwei  There  is  an  obscure  story  in  Clement  Walker  h, 

p^esbyte-  of  Cromwel's  having  sought  at  this  time  a  recon- 
ciliation with  some  of  the  presbyterian  leaders. 
This  is  sufficiently  in  the  spirit  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  celebrated  leader  about  twelve  months 
before1.  It  could  not  now  however  be  intended 
but  as  a  very  qualified  measure.  The  presbyte- 
rians were  the  avowed  friends  of  monarchy,  and 
enemies  of  religious  toleration.  If  therefore 
things  had  been  restored  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons to  the  footing  on  which  they  had  stood  pre- 
viously to  the  sixth  of  December,  all  the  labours, 
all  the  virtues  that  had  been  displayed,  and  all 
the  obloquy  that  had  been  incurred  since  that 
time,  by  Cromwei  and  his  associates,  would  have 


nans. 


e  Journals,  June  8.  The  name  of  Goodwin  only  appears  in 
the  recommendation  in  the  Journals;  but  the  two  are  joined,  as 
was  most  natural,  in  Whitlocke  and  Clement  Walker. 

h  Part  II,  §.  149.  'See  Vol.  II,  p.  513. 
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been  in  vain.     It  would   have  been   in  fact,  to    chap. 
have  laid  their  heads  on  the  block,  or  rather  to   ^__        . 
have  given  their  lives  to   the  most  ignominious       1649. 
execution.     But,  as  when  Cromwel  left  the  me- 
tropolis in  the  spring  of  1G48  to  quell  the  second 
civil  war,  he  was  desirous  as  much  as  possible  to 
disarm  the  hands  of  his  adversaries,  so  now  that 
he  was   about  to  embark  himself  and  the  flower 
of  the   army  for   the   expedition  of  Ireland,   he 
would  no  doubt  have  been  anxious  to  leave  the 
seat  of  government  in  the  utmost  possible  secu- 
rity, and  to  surround  the  executive  with  the  sup- 
port of  all  moderate  and  respectable  men.     His 
efforts  under  this  head  do  not  appear  to  have  been 
attended  with  any  considerable  success. 

On  the  first  of  June  a  vote  was  made  for  filling  places  of 
up  the  places  of  those  judges  who  had  resigned  fiif^"  ^ 
a  few  days  after  the  death  of  the  kingk.  Serjeant 
Robert  Nicholas  and  Richard  Aske  were  named 
judges  of  the  upper  bench,  Serjeant  John  Puliston 
and  Peter  Warburton  of  the  common  pleas,  and 
Serjeant  Francis  Thorpe  and  Alexander  Rigby 
of  the  exchequer1.  Aske,  Warburton  and  Rigby 
were  made  Serjeants  on  the  ninth,  and  the  whole 
six  received  the  patents  of  their  respective  offices 
on  the  twelfth"1. 

The  insurrection  of  the  Levellers  being  quelled,  situation  of 

Lilburnc. 

k  See  above,  p.  11.  '  Journals. 
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BOOB     nothing  could  seem  to  be  more  in  the  due  course 

in 
.        ~^    of  affairs,  than  the  proceeding-  to  animadvert  on 

1649.       the  main  authors  of  the  insurrection.      It  was  be- 
yond all   question  that  these  were  Lilburne  and 
his  fellow-prisoners  in  the  Tower.     Lilburne  was 
the   avowed    author    of  that   Agreement  of  the 
People  which  had  been  set  up  against  the  one 
promulgated  by  Fairfax  and  the  council  of  war ; 
he  had  urged,  in  his  various  publications,  with 
persevering  importunity  the  revival  of  the  council 
of  agitators;  he  had  treated  Arnald  and  Lockier, 
and  all  others  that  had  been  punished  by  military 
law,  as  martyrs ;  nor  was  there  one  of  the  mani- 
festoes of  the  insurgents,  in  which  he  was  not 
named  with  honour,  his  advices  and  recommen- 
dations treated  as  sacred,  and   every  violation  of 
his  person  and  safety  threatened  with  the  severest 
vengeance.     What  further  evidence  of  his  cor- 
respondence with  the  insurgents  existed  we  know 
not;  but  in  the   nature  of  things  it  must  have 
been  abundant ;  and  a  government  so  vigilant  as 
the  present,  could  have  been  at  no  loss  to  bring 
the  matter  home  to  him. 
Embarrass-       Yet  was  this  government  greatly  at  a  loss  how 
attended      to  proceed.     He  was  no  member  of  the  army,  and 
ceodin'J       therefore  could  not  be  tried  by  martial  law.     He 
against  him.  iia(j  been  guilty  of  that  which  by  the  administra- 
tion of  all  civilised  communities  is  denominated 
treason.     But  the  law  of  England  is  technical. 
All  its  proceedings  are  carried  on  in  the  name  of 
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the  king-;  and  all  public  offences  among  us  are 
stiled  offences  against  the  king.  The  case  was 
the  same  as  in  the  trial  of  Hamilton,  Capel  and  1649. 
Holland.  This  was  no  doubt  one  of  the  circum- 
stances that  stimulated  Lilburne  in  the  desperate 
game  that  he  played. 

Yet  did  not  the  present  rulers  think  it  advisable  His  popu- 
to  try  him  before  a  high  court  of  justice.  He  lar,ty 
was  to  an  unexampled  degree  popular  ;  they  were 
not  strictly  popular.  His  language  was  more 
adapted  to  the  vulgar,  and  better  understood, 
than  theirs.  He  had  only  to  accuse.  He  told  the 
people  and  the  soldiery,  that  the  great  officers  and 
the  statesmen  had  got  all  the  good  things  of  the 
nation  in  their  own  hands  ;  it  was  theirs  to  bring 
into  act  the  power  of  the  state,  and  to  divide 
among  them,  as  they  pleased,  its  revenues.  They 
had  taken  away  the  king,  and  annihilated  the 
house  of  peers,  for  self  ends  only.  They  treated 
the  unhappy  people,  and  the  ill-fated  army,  merely 
as  their  tools.  What  shew  of  liberty  now  existed 
in  England?  If  the  soldiers  petitioned  for  a  change 
of  government,  they  were  brought  before  a  court 
martial.  Where  was  a  more  arbitrary  institution 
ever  known,  than  that  called  a  high  court  of  jus- 
tice? Englishmen  had  for  seven  years  fought 
for  liberty  in  the  field  ;  and  what  was  the  result? 
A  worse  and  more  tyrannical  government,  and  a 
more  consummate  monopoly  of  power,  than  they 
had  ever  known  under  their  kino-s. 


t.tpi:  1 
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boo  k  And  this  language  was  held  in  a  country,  where 

^_      _j  the  ruling  party,  the  independents,  even  if  they 

i'x  had  been  all  united,  were  a  clear  minority  of  the 

which 'he  inhabitants.     The  royalists  and  the  presbyterians 

",i  i/'S'1  stood  by,  and  enjoyed  the  scene.     With  so  victo- 

royaiists  rj0us,  so  vigilant,  and  so  able  a  government,  they 

ami  presby-  &  a  J 

terians.  d;ircd  not  throw  down  the  gauntlet  of  war.  But 
they  were  delighted  to  see  the  conquerors  fall  out 
among  themselves.  They  tarred  them  on,  and  en- 
deavoured to  work  up  their  passions  and  their  re- 
sentment. They  told  the  malcontents  that  nothing 
could  be  more  reasonable  than  their  complaints. 
Judge  Jenkins  and  others  exclaimed  to  them  at 
every  moment,  "  Do  you  call  this  law  ?  And  what 
is  liberty  without  law?'*  They  watched  their  oc- 
casion with  the  utmost  earnestness,  and  pro- 
phesied to  themselves  with  confidence  that,  within 
a  few  months,  Charles  the  Second  would  by 
means  of  these  discords  be  replaced  on  the  throne 
of  his  ancestors. 
Prepare-  The  final  determination  of  the  government  was 

, I'/a k  to  try  the  authors  of  the  insurrection  in  the  ordi- 

nary courts.  It  was  ordered  early  in  April,  that 
the  attorney-general  should  take  a  speedy  course 
to  bring  the  four  prisoners  to  justice  in  the  upper 
bench,  in  the  course  of  the  then  existing  Easter 
term".  Shortly  after  this,  the  same  officer  was 
directed  to  advise  with  the  council  of  state  as  to 

urnals,  Apr.  J  i. 
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the  best  mode  of  proceeding  in  the  prosecution6 
and    the    council    named    six    persons,    Thorpe 
Nicholas,  Hill,  Say,  Steele  and  Cooke,  to  be  re-      1049 
tained  to    plead   on  the   trial  P.     Not  contented 
with  this  however,  they  next  appointed  the  lord 
president  of  council,  and  the  three  chief  judges, 
with  Lisle,  Purefoy  and  Scot,  to  be  a  committee 
to  consult  with  the  attorney-general  and  counsel 
concerning  the  proceed ingi.     Meanwhile  a  large 
proportion  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  community 
felt  the  most  fervent  interest  in  the  fate  of  Lil- 
burne.     The  house  was  inundated  with  petitions  Petitions 
in    his   behalf,   from   persons   stiling   themselves  vour. 
divers  well  affected  persons  of  London  and  West- 
minster, from  ten  thousand  well  affected  persons, 
from  the  county  of  Essex,  and   from  a  body  of 
female   petitioners.     The  presenters  of  these  ad- 
dresses were  received  with  sharp  reprehension, 
were  told  that  the  individuals  who  were  the  sub- 
jects    of    their    petitions,    would    be    proceeded 
against  in  the  ordinary  forms  with  all  expedition, 
and  the   women,  who  besieged  the   house   from 
day  to  day,  were  advised  to  go   home,  and  mind 
their  housewifery r. 

The  business  however  was  such  as  called  on  the  Difficult* 
government  for  nice   and  mature   consideration.  reA 

0  Ibid,  Apr.  26.  '  Order  Book  of  Council,  May  2. 

'  Ibid,  May  23. 

r  Journals,  Apr.  J,  18,  May    2.      Whitluckc,  Apr.  1,  16,  1 
-'i.  IS 


that  occur- 
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book    Any  false  step  could  not  fail  to  be  attended  with 

III  *^ 

^_        .   consequences  materially  injurious.     In  proportion 
1649.       as  they  meditated  how  the  indictment  should  be 
hud,  in  the  same  degree  they  felt  the  impossibility 
of  adhering  to   the  ordinary  forms.     They  must 
either  grant  Lilburne  counsel  to  plead  for  him, 
or  they  must  refuse  it.      If  the  former,  much  argu- 
ment would  be  spent  upon  the  question  of  pre- 
cedent, and  the  feeling  in  his  behalf,  which  was 
already    so    widely    diffused,   would   be    greatly 
strengthened.      If    the   latter,    such    proceeding 
would   be    censured   as   harsh ;     and,   what  was 
worse,  the  eloquence  of  Lilburne,  so  abundantly 
known,   the   fervour    and    impressiveness  of  his 
manner,  the  acuteness  of  his  logic,  and  the  sug- 
gestions and   arguments  that  were   secretly  sup- 
plied to  him,  would  produce  a  still  more  unfavour- 
The  pro-      able  effect. — In  fine  the? government  resolved  to 
abandoned,  abandon  the  present  prosecution  in   silence  ;   at 
the  same  time  that  they  did  not  judge  it  advisable 
immediately  to  give  him  his  liberty,  to  yield  to 
him  the  air  of  a  triumph  over  those  whom  he  had 
loaded  with  every  opprobrious  attack,  and  sought 
to    the  utmost    of  his  power  to  destroy,    and  to 
take  their  chance  how  far  with  these  advantages 
he  would  be  able  once  more  to  blow  up  into  a 
flame  the  embers  of  sedition  which  were  hardly 
extinguished. 
New  lawof       All  these  difficulties  however  impressed  on  the 
government  the  absolute  necessity  of  providing 


treason. 
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for  future  emergencies  a  law,  that  should  protect 
the  commonwealth,  as  the  old  law  had  protected 
the  king-,  from  the  rash  undertakings  of  such  as  1649. 
should  be  disposed  to  interrupt  the  peace  of  the 
community,  and  subvert  the  system  under  which 
public  affairs  were  administered.  A  bill  was  ac- 
cordingly brought  in  on  the  first  of  May,  and 
passed  into  a  law  on  the  fourteenth,  for  declaring 
what  offences  shall  be  adjudged  to  be  treason9. 

The  principal  provisions  of  this  law  are,  that  it  its  pro- 
shall  be  treason,  maliciously  and  advisedly  to  af-  vlsions' 
firm  by  writing  or  otherwise,  that  the  govern- 
ment, settled  in  the  form  of  a  commonwealth,  is 
tyrannical,  usurped  or  unlawful,  or  that  the  com- 
mons assembled  in  parliament  are  not  the  supreme 
authority,  or  to  plot,  contrive,  or  raise  force  for 
the  subversion  of  the  government:  also  maliciously 
and  advisedly  to  plot  and  endeavour  the  subver- 
sion of  the  keepers  of  the  liberty  of  England,  or 
the  council  of  state  ;  or,  lastly,  for  any  person  not 
a  member  of  the  army,  to  plot  or  endeavour  to  stir 
up  mutiny  in  the  army*. 


*  Journals. 

1  Whitlocke,  May  J,  and  Clement  Walker,  §.  157,  add  a  clause 
making  it  treason  for  soldiers  to  contrive  the  death  of  the  general 
or  lieutenant-general.  But  this  clause  is  not  in  the  act.  It  was 
therefore  probably  originally  offered,  and  withdrawn.  The  same 
act,  with  the  addition  of  a  clause  respecting  coining,  appears  in  the 
statute-book  under  the  date  of  17  July.  See  Scobcl.  Both  acts 
were  read  in  court  on  the  trial  of  Lilburne,  Oct.  CG. 
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The  principle  of  this  law  was  undoubtedly 
founded  in  reason  and  justice.  The  law  of  Ed- 
ward the  Third  related  merely  to  the  king ;  and 
nothing  was  treason  by  that  law  but  what  was  hos- 
tile to  the  royal  person  and  dignity.  But  under  a 
republic  the  state  was  fully  as  much  entitled  to 
the  protection  of  the  law,  and  all  open  acts,  threat- 
ening, through  a  breach  of  the  peace,  the  sub- 
version of  the  system  of  government  established, 
deserved  to  be  met  with  a  punishment  as  ex- 
emplary, as  a  design  against  the  life,  or  war 
against  the  authority  of  the  king,  as  long  as  the 
kingly  office  existed. 

Meanwhile  there  was  in  this  statute  an  inno- 
vation, that  deserved  to  be  regarded  with  jealousy 
and  severe  condemnation.  It  bore,  that  words, 
affirming  by  writing  or  otherwise,  that  the  govern- 
ment, settled  in  the  form  of  a  commonwealth,  was 
tyrannical,  usurped  or  unlawful,  were  treason. 
This  is  not  agreeable  to  sound  principles  of  legis- 
lation. The  old,  wholsome  law  of  England  re- 
quired, agreeably  to  the  subsequent  clauses  of 
the  present  statute,  that  there  should  be  an  at- 
tempt to  subvert  the  government,  and  that  this 
attempt  should  manifest  itself  by  an  overt  act. 
Words  may  be  spoken  lightly,  so  as  not  to  argue 
a  fixed  design  to  produce  confusion  and  rebellion. 
They  may  be  the  vehicles  of  fair  argument  and 
discussion,  such  as  is  the  indefeasible,  and  one  of 
the  most  valuable   privileges  of  man  in  a   sound 
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and  just  state  of  society.  A  liberal  government 
will  be  slow  to  animadvert  upon,  and  a  liberal 
system  of  legislation  slow  to  proscribe,  those  16497 
things  which  do  not  unequivocally  and  peremp- 
torily threaten  to  produce  confusion  and  blood- 
shed. A  judgment  of  the  mind  unfavourable  to 
the  government,  however  expressed,  is  not  treason ; 
there  must  be  combination  and  concert  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  by  violence  to  carry  that  judgment 
into  effect. — The  authors  of  this  law  perhaps  re- 
garded the  proviso  as  a  temporary  measure,  and, 
in  the  arduous  and  pregnant  situation  in  which 
their  government  was  placed,  conceived  it  just 
by  no  common  penalties  to  guard  against  even 
scurrility  and  abuse. 

As  the  time  approached  for  Cromwel  to  em-  Liibumeis 
bark  for  Ireland,  it  was  probably  for  that  reason  onbaii^' 
determined  that  Lilburne  should  be  dismissed  on 
bail.     The  vote  for  that  purpose,  on  the  alleged 
ground  of  sickness  in  his  family,   was  made  on 
the  eighteenth  of  July". 

u  Journals. 
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CHAPTER    VII. 

QUESTION  RESPECTING  THE  DISSOLUTION  OF  PAR- 
LIAMENT.  REASONS     WHICH    PROMPTED     THE 

GOVERNMENT  TO  DEFER  THAT  CRISIS. — QUES- 
TION OF  AN  ADJOURNMENT  OF  PARLIAMENT 
DEBATED. 

book    The  most  important  question  that  at  this  time 

v ,   called    for   the  discretion   and   judgment  of  the 

ic49.       rulers  of  the  state,  was  that  which  related  to  the 
respecting    dismission  of  the  present  parliament  and  calling 
unionTf"     another.     The  vital  principle  of  the  English  con- 
parliament.  stit\ition,  or,  perhaps  it  were  better  to  say,  of  re- 
presentative  government,    is    in   successive  par- 
charactcr     liaments.     The  present  house  of  commons  had 
sen?6  Prre*    sat  mr  a  period  wholly  unknown  in  our  history, 
liament       The  critical   state  of  affairs  had  rendered  their 
protracted  sitting  necessary.     The  act  declaring 
that  this  parliament  could  not  be  dissolved  but 
by  their  own  consent,  was  the  corner-stone  of  all 
their  public  services,  and  of  all  the   liberty  that 
has  since  existed  in  this  island.     The  legislature 
that  had  been  guided  in  their  original  measures 
by  Hampden  and  Pym,  and  that,  after  their  early 
decease,   had  been  worthily,  and  in   an  eminent 
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degree  in  their  spirit,  conducted  by  their  succes-    chap. 
sors,  is  perhaps,   all  things  considered,  the  most    v        * 
illustrious  assembly,   whose  acts  are  recorded  in       1649. 
the  history  of  the   world.     They  had  now  com- 
pleted all  that  originally  they  undertook.     They 
had  conquered  the  determined   enemy  of  parlia- 
ments ;  they  had  finished  the  civil  war  ;  they  had 
destroyed  despotism — for  he  that  had  grasped  the 
sceptre  was  no  more  ;  and   his  family,   and  even 
the  idea  of  government  to  be  vested  in  the  hands 
of  a  single  person,  was  publicly  proscribed.     All 
that  remained  to  complete  their  glory,   was  for 
them  to  put  an  end  to  their  authority,  and  tran- 
quilly to  deliver  up  their  power  into  the  hands  of 
their  successors. 

To  do  this  however  with  favourable  auspices  Duties  they 
was  itself  a  business  surrounded  with  difficulties,  further 
Monarchy  was  at  an  end  ;  the  house  of  lords  was  tJptrfom,. 
extinguished  ;  it  had  been  solemnly  decreed  that 
the  commons  of  England  in  parliament  assembled 
were  the  supreme  authority.      But  all  was  yet  in 
a  state  of  convulsion  and  uncertainty.     The  tem- 
pest might  be  said  to  be  over  ;  but  the  atmosphere 
was  loaded  with  threatening  clouds,  and  the  waves 
swelled   this   way  and  that  with   no  unequivocal 
tokens  of  uneasiness  and  turbulence.     This  was 
the  task  that  it  fell  to  the  present  possessors  of 
the  legislative  power  to  perform  ;  to  produce  that 
calm,   to  adopt   all  those  preliminary   measures, 
which  might  enable  the  present  parliament  safely 
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ZOO'S,    to  deliver  up  the  reins  of  political  power  to  the 
'"'       next.     They  had  advanced  far  to  this  end.     They 
igw.       had  erected  a  council  of  state,  which  comprised 
in  its  body  much  of  what  was  most  extraordinary 
in  talents,  and  most  unquestionable  in  public  spirit 
and  disinterested  virtue,  that  was  to  be  found  in 
Onpedi.       the  nation.     Their  march  had  been  impeded  by 
'/'airlito    tne  questi00'  which  was  started  just  in  this  point 
encounter.    0f  time,  of  the  council  of  agitators.  That  assembly 
had  not  once  met  since  the  autumn  of  1647.    The 
men  who  shewed  themselves  impatient  for  its  re- 
vival professed  no  respect  for  the  talents,  the  vir- 
tues, or  the  intentions  of  the  present  leaders.     It 
may  be  asserted  without  temerity,  that  they  had 
no  skill  in  state-affairs,  that  they  understood  little 
of  what  belonged  to  social  and  political  happiness, 
and   neither   comprehended   nor    considered   the 
perilous  circumstances  under  which  the  fortune 
and  future  welfare  of  their  country  were  placed. 
They  were  the  men  who  affirmed  that  the  king 
ought  to  have  been  tried  by  a  lord  chief  justice 
and  a  jury  of  twelve  men,  and  who  condemned 
the  council  of  state,  as  a  substitution  of  a  body  of 
forty  tyrants  instead  of  one.     They  would,  with- 
out thought,   reflection  or  doubt,   have  plunged 
every  thing  into  instant  confusion.     It  was  neces- 
sary they  should  be  put  down.     It  was  necessary 
that  it  should  instantly  be  made  known,  that  Eng- 
land was  not  to  be  delivered  over  to  a  council  of 
private  soldiers  chosen  by  their  brothers  in  the 
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ranks.     This  arduous  task  was  accomplished  with 


the  skill  that  marked  all  the  measures  of  the  pre- 
sent leaders.  A  mutiny  was  encountered  with  1&49. 
celerity,  firmness  and  clemency,  which,  if  any  one 
of  these  qualities  had  been  wanting,  would  have 
spread  like  a  conflagration,  and  have  involved  the 
whole  country  in  one  wide  scene  of  unmingled 
anarchy. 

As  the  real  history  of  this  period  has  never  been   Obscurity 
written,  we  are  reduced  at  this  distance  of  time  to  upon  the" s 
glean  it  rather  from  indications  than  from  docu-  ^j^sif 
ments,   and  to  supply  from  patient  industry,  and 
what  may  almost  be  called,   microscopical  obser- 
vations, that  outline  of  counsels,  which  is  in  many 
other  cases  afforded  by  public  declarations,  or  the 
private  memoirs  of  some  of  the  leading  persons 
concerned.     Nothing  of  this  kind  is  now  known 
to  exista. 

It   had    been  originally   recommended   in  the  Difficulties 
Agreement  of  the  People  presented  to  the  house  of  tended  the 
commons  on  the  twentieth  of  January  by  Fairfax  of^'ia-" 
and  his  council  of  officers,  that  the  present  parlia-  mcnt- 
ment  should  terminate  its  sittings  on  the  thirtieth 
of  April.      But  a   variety  of  circumstances  had 
prevented  that  recommendation  from  being  car- 
ried into   effect.     The  mutiny   in  the  army  had 
first  shewn  itself  in  an  open  form  on  the  first  of 

*  Ludlow's  Memoirs  and   \\  hitlocke's    Memorials    are  wholly 
silent  on  the  subject  here  treated  of. 
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BOOK  March.  Of  course  it  had  been  known  to  exist, 
'n"  and  had  been  traced  in  its  indications  and  preli- 
u  i ■..  minaries  by  men  so  penetrating  as  Cromwel  and 
his  associates,  before  that  time.  On  the  fifteenth 
(  romwel  had  been  named  by  the  council  to  com- 
mand in  the  war  of  Ireland,  and  to  take  with  him 
twelve  thousand  men.  The  insurrection  was  ex- 
tensively spread,  and  had  called  upon  it  the  whole 
attention  of  government,  at  the  very  time  that  had 
been  proposed  for  the  dissolution  of  parliament. 
A  measure  therefore  of  so  critical  and  momentous 
a  nature  could  not  have  been  executed  at  that  time. 

Prdimi-  The  first  of  May  is  the  day  on  which  we  trace 

"Soif    tne  earliest  mention  of  the  subject  in  the  Journals. 

the  subject.  1^  was  then  determined  that  the  business  respect- 
ing due  elections  and  equal  representatives  should 
be  taken  into  consideration  on  the  third  day  fol- 
lowing. It  was  mentioned  again  on  the  fourth 
and  the  fifth  ;  and  on  the  eleventh  was  revived  in 
the  shape  of  a  debate  on  the  question  of  putting  a 
period  to  the  present  parliament,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  a  grand  committee,  or  committee  of  the 
whole  house.  The  committee  sat  on  the  fifteenth, 
and  prepared  a  resolution,  which  was  immediately 
after  voted  by  the  house,  that,  previously  to  the 
naming  a  certain  time  for  the  dissolution  of  par- 
liament, consideration  should  be  had  of  the  suc- 
cession of  future  parliaments,  and  the  regulating 
their  elections.  This  consideration  was  referred 
to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Vane,  Ireton,  Scot, 
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Nathaniel  Rich,  Algernon  Sidney,  and  four  others,    chap. 
who  were  to  present  to  the  house  heads  proper    v       '   ,, 
for  their  deliberation  in  determining  on  the  sub-       1649. 
ject.  They  were  directed  to  sit  every  Monday  and 
Friday  b. 

It  would  certainly  have  been  no  difficult  matter  obstacles 
to  complete  this   measure,  to  ripen  the  plan  of  p0s'ecd  t°^r 
equal  representation,  the  outline  of  which  was  Proceedin&- 
contained  in  Fairfax's  Agreement  of  the  People, 
to  issue  writs  for  the  election  of  a  new  parliament 
in  conformity  to  that  plan,  and   for  the  present 
assembly  of  legislators  to  resign  the  power  into 
the  hands  of  their  successors. 

The  band  of  statesmen  who  now  administered 
the  affairs  of  England  stood  on  the  brink  of  this 
change.  But  they  paused,  before  they  made  the 
leap,  before  they  engaged  in  a  proceeding,  which, 
once  adopted,  could  never  be  recalled. 

The  government  of  the  country  was  at  this  time  Nature  of 
in  a  very  artificial  and  unnatural  condition.     The  govern-6' 
existing  power  and   organisation  rested   in  three  meDt' 
bodies   of  men :    the  council  of  war,   who    had 
purged  the  parliament  on  the  sixth  of  December; 
the  parliament,  or  house  of  commons,   such  as  it 
remained  after  that  reduction  of  its  numbers  ;  and 
the  council  of  state,  which  had  been  appointed  by 
the   mutual   understanding-    and   concord   of  the 
other  two.     These  three  bodies  of  men  were  in 

b  Journals. 
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mo  ok    perfect  harmony ;  the  majority  of  the   house  of 
.  commons,  since  the  event  of  the  sixth  of  Decem- 
i.  ber,  had  espoused  and  approved  the  ideas  of  the 

council  of  war;  and  the  council  of  state,  which 
was  in  reality  a  selection  of  the  ablest  and  fittest 
members  from  the  other  two,  was  employed,  with 
assiduity,  sagacity  and  energy,  in  carrying- on  the 
executive  government  in  a  way  corresponding 
with  the  designs  and  conceptions  of  their  creators. 
The  whole  of  these,  in  their  authority  over  the 
nation,  and  they  retained  for  the  present  the  ac- 
quiescence or  submission  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  hung  by  a  single  thread.  The  council  of 
war  and  of  state  were  arbitrary  combinations  of 
men  :  but  the  parliament  had  been  chosen  by  the 
people.  It  is  true,  they  were  reduced  by  the 
compulsory  absence  of  many  of  their  members, 
and  by  other  circumstances,  to  a  small  number, 
and  were  stiled  by  Lilburne  and  other  audacious 
and  inconsiderate  men,  a  mock  parliament.  Still 
they  bore  the  magic  name — a  parliament :  the 
laws  of  England  by  old  prescription  were  accus- 
tomed to  emanate  from  the  parliament  of  England. 
Constituted  as  they  were,  they  could  not  be  de- 
leter spised.  The  abilities  of  Cromwel,  Ireton  and 
\  ane,  countenanced  by  the  virtues  of  Fairfax, 
Ludlow,  Bradshaw  and  Scot,  necessarily  com- 
manded  respect.  They  had  in  their  service  the 
professional  talents  of  Whitlocke,  St.  John,  Rolle, 
and  the  gallant  Blake.     They  were  recommended 
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to  public  favour  by  the  wit  of  Marten,  and  the    chap. 
literature    of   Milton.     They    included    in   their    ^   ^, 
council  the  earls  of  Pembroke,  Salisbury,  Den-      1049. 
bigh  and  Mulgrave,   with  viscount  Lisle,  son  of 
the  earl  of  Leicester,   and  brother  to   Algernon 
Sidney.    Such  was  the  present  house  of  commons; 
such  the  present  administrative  government. 

The  great  statesmen  who  guided  the  machine  views  tiicy 
of  the  commonwealth,  at  this  time  began  seriously  respecting  a 
to  ponder  the  consequences  of  dissolving  the  par-  dlssolutlon- 
liament,  and  originating  another  by  a  general  and 
equal  election.  They  had  bought  the  present 
state  of  England  at  a  dear  price,  with  struggles, 
not  to  be  paralleled,  against  the  powerful  parties 
of  the  royalists  and  the  presbyterians.  They  had 
consummated  the  death  of  the  king,  a  virtuous 
and  heroic  act  in  their  opinion,  a  crime  of  the 
most  flagitious  nature  in  the  judgment  of  the  par- 
ties that  opposed  them.  If  the  present  system 
were  suddenly  overturned,  the  persons  who  had 
achieved  this  deed,  would  be  consigned  to  the 
hands  of  the  public  executioner.  They  had  esta- 
blished a  republic  without  king  or  house  of  lords, 
the  only  government  in  their  opinion  worthy  of 
the  allegiance  and  support  of  men  arrived  at  the 
full  use  of  their  understanding.  They  felt  in 
themselves  the  talent  and  the  energies  to  conduct 
this  government  with  success.  They  wished  to 
endow  it  with  character,  and  gain  for  it  respect. 
Having  shewn  their  countrymen  practically  what 
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Sentiments 
of  tin-  com 

lininilv  !<>- 


BOOK    :i  republic  was,  they  purposed  to  deliver  it  pure 
I1L       and  without  reserve  into  their  hands,  to  dispose 
of  as  they  pleased.     This  was  their  project. 
The   present  state  of  England  was  of  a    me- 
oftfae  com-  morable  sort.     The  great  mass  of  the  community, 
wards  the     through  all  its  orders,  was  now,  particularly  after 

govern-  .  r  ,         ,  .  pi 

the  able  and  successlul  administration  ot  the 
commonwealth  in  its  first  six  months,  content  to 
submit  at  least  for  the  present  to  the  existing 
government.  But  probably  not  more  than  a  third 
part  of  the  nation  were  sincere  adherents  to  the 
commonwealthsmen  and  the  independents.  The 
other  two  thirds  consisted  of  royalists  and  pres- 
byterians.  Both  of  these,  however  disposed  for 
a  time  to  rest  on  their  arms,  were  but  so  much 
the  more  exasperated  against  their  successful 
rivals.  The  royalists,  during  the  whole  reign  of 
the  commonwealth  and  of  Cromwel,  never  ceased 
from  their  plots  and  intrigues  for  the  restoration 
of  the  son  of  the  royal  martyr,  who  now  began  to 
be  considered  by  his  devoted  adherents  more  as 
a  divine,  than  a  human,  being.  The  presby- 
terians,  exclusively  of  their  love  of  power,  of 
which  they  had  a  sufficient  feeling,  held  it  as  the 
cause  of  God  himself,  to  establish  a  parity  of 
clergy,  and  to  suppress  all  modes  of  faith,  wor- 
ship, and  church-government,  but  their  own.  Both 
these  parties  were  for  a  monarchy,  to  be  esta- 
blished in  the  line  of  the  house  of  Stuart.  Both 
were   averse  to  the  endurance  of  any  religious 
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system  but  their  own.     Stubbe,   the  protege  and    chap. 

intimate  friend  of  Vane,  says,   the  supporters  of   v '   t 

intolerance  were  five  parts  in  seven  of  the  inha-      1649. 
bitants  of  England  c. 

An  apposite  simile  of  Henry  Marten  is  recorded   Speech  of 
by  Clarendon,  on  this  question  between  the  old  Marten  o» 
and  a  new  parliament.     He  said,  that  when  the  the  s,,bject' 
child   Moses  was  found  by  Pharaoh's  daughter, 
exposed  on  the  river's  brink  in  an  ark  of  bulrushes, 
the  princess,  desirous  that  the  best  care  should  be 
taken  of  the  bantling,  ordered  that  the  mother  of 
the  child  should  be  found,  and  the  charge  of  its 
preservation  and  nurture   be   committed  to  her. 
He  advised  those  who  had  the  disposal  of  the 
present  question,  to  take  example  from  this  scrip- 
ture.    Their  commonwealth  was  yet  an  infant,  of 
a  weak  growth   and  a  tender  constitution ;  and 
therefore  his  opinion  was,   that  nobody  could  be 
so  fit  to  nurse  it,  as  the  mother  that  brought  it 
forth,  and  that  they  should  not  think  of  putting 
it  into  other  hands,  till  it  had  acquired  more  years 
and  vigour  d. 

Opinion  is  an  arbitrary  sovereign  in  human  af-  Progressi™ 
fairs ;  and  time  is  that  which  most  of  all  fastens  mentsVe~ 
theories,  systems,  institutions  and  tastes  upon  the  ^ccn^f &A 
favour  of  mankind.     The  present  rulers  saw  that  fected- 
it  was  now  but  a  small  portion  of  their  country- 

c  Defence  of  the  Good  Old  Cause.     Preface. 
d  Clarendon,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  477. 
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OK  H*en  that  were  republicans.  But  a  commonwealth 
111  was  established  :  and  it  could  not  be  overturned 
~~^~~  without  convulsions,  bloodshed,  the  massacre  by 
form  of  law  or  otherwise  of  those  whose  talents 
now  adorned  the  helm  of  public  affairs,  and 
without  innumerable  calamities.  According  to  a 
common  figure,  the  vessel  of  the  state  would  be 
turned  without  rudder  and  guidance  into  a  raging 
ocean  ;  and  upon  what  rock  it  would  split,  and 
what  would  be  the  issue  of  the  adventure,  it  was 
not  in  human  sagacity  to  pronounce.  There  were 
besides,  two  things  which  the  present  governors 
by  their  energies  and  perseverance  had  obtained, 
which  they  valued  above  all  price.  These  were, 
the  administration  of  a  state  without  the  inter- 
vention of  a  sovereign  and  a  court,  and  the  free 
and  full  toleration  of  all  modes  of  religious  wor- 
ship and  opinion.  They  would  have  held  them- 
selves criminal,  to  all  future  ages,  if  they  supinely 
suffered  the  present  state  of  things,  and  the  present 
operative  principles  to  pass  away,  if  they  could 
be  preserved, 
way  in  Cromwel,  and  Ireton,  and  Vane,  and  the  rest, 

were  to  be  AV'erc  intimately  persuaded,  that  by  a  judicious 
preserved:  course  0f  proceeding  these  advantages  might  be 
preserved.  If  things  were  allowed  to  continue 
in  their  present  state,  and  if  by  a  skilful  and  ju- 
dicious administration  the  commonwealth  came 
by  just  degrees  to  be  respected  both  abroad  and 
al  home,  they  believed  that  many  of  those  persons 
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who  now  looked  upon  it  with  an  unkind  and  chap. 
jealous  eye,  would  become  its  warmest  friends.  ^^ 
They  felt  in  themselves  the  ability  and  the  virtue       1649. 

.   .      and  the 

to  effect  this  great  purpose.  1  he  commonwealth  character, 
was  now  viewed  with  eyes  askance,  and  with  toberaised 
feelings  of  coldness,  if  not  of  aversion.  But, 
when  once  it  was  seen  that  this  form  of  govern- 
ment was  pregnant  with  blessings  innumerable, 
that  it  afforded  security,  wealth,  and  a  liberal 
treatment  to  all  in  its  own  borders,  and  that  it 
succeeded  in  putting  down  the  hostility  of  Ireland 
and  Scotland,  in  impressing  with  awe  Holland, 
France,  Spain,  and  the  various  nations  of  the 
continent,  and  in  gaining  for  England  a  character 
and  a  respect  which  she  had  never  possessed 
under  any  of  her  kings,  they  believed  that  the 
whole  of  the  people  in  a  manner,  would  become 
commonwealthsmen,  and  would  hold  embraced 
in  the  straitest  bonds  of  affection  a  government, 
to  which  now  they  had  little  partiality.  They 
sanguinely  anticipated  that  they  should  effect  all 
this.     And  then  how  glorious  would  be  the  con-  Consum- 

,     .,      .  ,i         mation  th 

summation,  to  convert  their  countrymen  to  the  was  pro_ 
cause  of  freedom  by  benefits  and  honours,  to  instil  posed- 
into  them  the  knowledge  of  their  true  interests  by 
the  powerful  criterion  of  experience,  and  finally 
to  deliver  to  them  the  undiminished  and  inesti- 
mable privileges  of  freemen,  saying,  Exercise 
them  boldly  and  without  fear  ;  for  you  are  worthy 
to  possess  them  ! 
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hook  \    question  of  extreme   delicacy  arises  in  this 


in 


place,  whether  the  present  rulers  had  a  right  to 
i-  govern,  and  to  continue  a  system  of  government 

tofgovem-  over,  their  country,  in  opposition  to  the  will  of  its 
S^LS  inhabitants?  In  other  words,  Whether  it  is  al- 
ait, r  tin,      lowable  to  impose  the  most  unequivocal  benefit 

method  r  1 

considered,  upon  a  man,  or  a  body  of  men,  which  he  or  they 
want  the  inclination  to  accept?  Theory  says,  No. 
But  in  the  complicated  scene  of  human  affairs 
there  is  no  theory  that  will  fit  all  cases.  Among 
beings  capable  of  pleasure  and  pain,  of  enjoy- 
ment and  suffering,  the  general  advantage  is  the 
supreme  law,  to  which  all  others  give  place.  The 
hazard  and  the  evil  are  in  one  man  setting  up  his 
judgment,  and  supersedingthe  judgment  of  others, 
when  the  affair  is  theirs.  His  intention  may  be 
the  purest  that  can  be  imagined.  His  judgment 
may  be  enlightened  in  the  highest  possible  degree. 
But  this  is  perhaps  one  of  the  cases,  in  which  the 
event  must  decide  upon  the  soundness  of  the  pro- 
ceeding. If  the  usurper,  for  such  though  in  the 
mildest  sense  we  must  stile  him,  succeeds,  it  is  well. 
If  he  really  effects  all  the  good  he  proposes,  if  in 
the  close  of  the  affair  he  delivers  up  unlimited 
powers  into  the  hands  of  a  people  now  prepared 
for  the  wholsome  use  of  them,  and  they  become 
wise  and  manlike  and  virtuous  and  happy,  Yes, — 
infallibly  he  did  well.  It  is  to  be  feared,  that  in 
a  case  of  this  infinite  moment  and  difficulty,  by 
this  criterion  he  must  be  content  to  be  judged. 
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By  the  act  of  the  first  of  February  it  had  been    chap. 

VTT 

determined,  that  no  person  should  be  admitted  to    ^_        . 
sit  and   vote  as  a  member  of  the  legislature,   till       1619. 
he  had  declared  his  dissent  from  the  vote  of  the  the  present 
fifth  of  December,  that  the  king's  answers  to  the  ^'Xrs. 
propositions  were  a  ground  to  proceed  on  for  the 
settlement  of  the  kingdom.     The  number  of  those 
who  on  that  day  voted  for  the  negative  was  eighty- 
three6.      But  every  member  was  now  required  to 
enter  his  dissent;   and   by  a  careful   collation  of 
the  Journals  it  appears,  that  the  number  of  these, 
between    the    twentieth    of    December    and    the 
thirtieth  of  June  following,  could  not  be  less  than 
one   hundred  and   fifty f.     There   were   only  six 
writs  issued  during  this  period  ;  and  these  were 
in  the  room  of  members  deceased. 

The  ninth  of  June  may  be  considered  as  the  Resolution 
day  on  which  the  government  first  manifested  its  „°w  writ"? 
intention  of  continuing  the  existence  of  the  pre- 
sent parliament.  On  that  day  it  was  resolved, 
that  such  members  of  the  house  as  had  not  sat 
since  the  beo-innino-  of  December  should  state 
their  cases  by  the  last  day  of  the  present  month 
to  the  committee  for  absent  members,  which  if 
they  neglected  to  do,   writs  should  then  issue  for 


e  Journals. 

'  This  number  is  also  assigned  by  Echard.  Sec  above,  Vol.  II, 
p.  018.  Though  a  high-church  bigot,  his  work  is  nevertheless 
the  best  general  collection  of  facts  respecting  this  period  under 
the  name  of  a  history,  that  has  yet  been  published. 
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book    new  elections  in  the  place  of  those  who  should  so 


neglects. 


into  const 
deration. 


I64A  On  the  eleventh  a  still  more  unequivocal  pro- 

of?racea  ceeding  was  adopted.  It  was  referred  by  vote 
menMakcn  to  tuc  council  °f  state>  to  prepare,  and  present  to 
the  house,  such  things  as  should  be  necessary 
and  fit  to  be  taken  into  consideration  and  passed, 
previously  to  an  adjournment  of  parliament11. 
This  was  in  the  spirit  of  Fairfax's  Agreement  of 
the  People,  which  proposed  that  future  parlia- 
ments and  councils  of  state  should  be  chosen  every 
two  years,  that  the  parliament  should  sit  for  six 
months,  and  that  the  council  should  administer 
the  public  affairs  during  the  remainder  of  the 
term.  This  question  is  repeated  frequently  in 
the  Journals1,  and  occurs  for  the  last  time  on  the 
twenty-fifth  of  July.  The  council  also  named 
Bradshaw,  with  Whitlocke  and  Lisle,  commis- 
sioners of  the  great  seal,  as  a  committee,  to  con- 
sider what  new  powers  it  might  be  fitting  to  place 
in  proper  hands  for  the  due  administration  of 
public  affairs  during  the  recess k.  A  vote  was 
twice  made,  that  for  eight  days  no  private  business 
should  be  admitted,  but  public  business  should 
be  taken  into  consideration  only1.     The  question 

:  The  entry  of  this  resolution  is  obliterated  in  the  Journals. 
I  have  therefore  endeavoured  to  supply  the  sense  of  it  from  Whit- 
locke and  Cli  nuiit  Walker. 

"Journals.  l  June  25,  27. 

k  Order  Book  of  Council,  June  29. 
urnals,  JuK  25,  Aug.  2. 
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of  a  recess  however  was  at  length  silently  aban-    chap. 
doned ;  and  from  the  tenth  of  August  forward,   v_ ^__j 
parliament  fell  into  the  habit  of  adjourning  its       1649. 
sittings  from  Thursday  in  one  week,  to  Tuesday 
in  the  next.     About  the  same  time   twelve  more 
persons,  upon  the   report  of  the   committee  for 
absent   members,    were    admitted  to   sit  in   the 
house"1. 

This  dismission  of  the  question  of  a  recess  itisaban- 
carries  along  with  it  an  important  fact,  the  causes 
and  the  authors  of  which  cannot  perhaps  now  be 
traced.  If  the  council  of  state  were  to  sit,  agree- 
ably  to  Fairfax's  Agreement  of  the  People,  eighteen 
months  out  of  twenty-four,  or  for  any  consi- 
derable period,  without  a  parliament,  it  then 
became  the  executive  with  scarcely  less  power 
in  the  whole  body  (though  free  from  the  objec- 
tions that  lie  to  a  single  person)  than  was  accus- 
tomed to  be  exercised  by  the  kings  of  England. 
But,  witli  a  parliament  perpetually  sitting,  they 
were  most  materially  reduced  in  their  authority 
and  shorn  of  their  beams. — The  question  of  new  together 

•.       •        .1  c  u  l  i  with  that  of 

writs  111  the  room  01  members  deceased,  seems  issuing  new 
also  at  the  same  time  to  have  been  laid  aside.         wnts" 

ID  Ibid,  July  23,  Aug.  3. 
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CHAPTER    VIII. 

CHARLES    THE     SECOND     INVITED    TO     SCOTLAND 

AND  IRELAND. MAKES  HIS  ELECTION  FOR  THE 

LATTER. STATE      OF     IRELAND. VISCOUNT 

LISLE    LANDS   THERE    AS    LIEUTENANT. HE  IS 

SUPERSEDED. ORMOND    SURRENDERS    DUBLIN 

TO  THE  PARLIAMENT,  AND  LEAVES  THE  KING- 
DOM.  FLUCTUATIONS     OF    SUCCESS     IN     THAT 

COUNTRY. ORMOND  RETURNS  IN  THE  CLOSE  OF 

1C48. FORMS  AN  ALLIANCE  WITH  THE  CATHO- 
LICS.— PROCLAIMS  KING  CHARLES  THE  SECOND. 

book    The  news  of  the  death  of  Charles  the  First  was 

i  j    no  sooner  communicated  to  the  two  neighbour- 

1649.       kino-doms  of  Scotland  and  Ireland,  than  Charles 

Charles  the  °  .  1  /»  i  v 

Second  in.   the  Second  was  proclaimed,  by  order  01  the  parlia- 
so.iiami      ment  in  Edinburgh, and  by  the  marquis  of  Ormond 
i'",ui.Iu        in  such  places,  being  at  that  time  a  very  consi- 
derable   part  of  the  island,    as  were  under   his 
authority    in    Ireland11.      Messengers    were    dis- 
patched from   each  of  those  countries,   inviting 
the  king  to  come  and  put  himself  at  the  head  of 
Makes  his    his    adherents1*.     Charles  was  no   long  time  in 

election  for 

a  Balfour,  Vol.  Ill, p.  S87.    Carte,  Vol.  II,  p.  55.    Heath,  p. 232. 
b  Balfour,  p.  391,  393.     Carte,  p.  62,  63. 
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determining    for    which    of  the  two    he    should    chap. 

VIII 

make  his  election.  The  Scottish  nation,  and 
especially  those  who  were  in  power,  and  consti-  1G49 
tuted  the  parliament,  were  rigid  presbyterians, 
and  would  be  sure  to  admit  him  on  no  other  terms, 
than  the  establishing  of  that  system,  and  even  his 
personal  conformity  to  their  discipline.  Charles 
inherited  a  perfect  detestation  for  the  religion  of 
this  his  ancient  patrimonial  realm.  In  Ireland 
he  would  be  fettered  by  no  such  unpalatable  con- 
ditions. He  would  land  there  in  the  character 
of  an  absolute  prince,  and,  if  the  majority  of  his 
subjects  were  Roman  Catholics,  he  looked  on  that 
bias  in  the  minds  of  his  people  with  very  different 
feelings. 

The  same  motives  that  determined  Charles  to  The  go- 
give  his  first  attention  to  Ireland,  operated  in  a  I?!ome 
similar  manner  upon  the  heads  of  the  common-  £J£U0* 
wealth.      Presbyterianism  was  a  religion  which  tothat 

"  °  quarter. 

they  regarded  with  disapprobation  for  scarcely 
any  other  reason,  than  its  principle  of  intolerance. 
But  popery  they  considered  with  an  abhorrence, 
to  which  it  is  difficult  for  words  to  do  justice. 
Its  magnificence  and  ceremonies,  calculated  to 
impress  with  awe  an  unprejudiced  mind,  they 
named  idolatry.  They  recollected  the  boundless 
oppressions  and  usurpation  of  the  church  of  Rome 
in  the  middle  ages.  They  recollected  the  fires 
that  had  been  lighted  to  consume  the  Protestants 
in  Smithfield  and  other  places.    Their  antipathies 
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BOCKS     lincl    recently   been    awakened,   by   the   cruelties 

lit  t 

^  exercised   by   the   Irish  on  the  breaking   out  of 

i  their  rebellion  in  1641.      Beside  which,  a  war  to 

reduce  Ireland  to  its  former  subjection  would  be 
popular  with  almost  all  parties.  The  presby- 
tt  nans  demanded  this  equally  with  the  indepen- 
dents. The  genuine  adherents  of  the  church  of 
England  looked  on  popery  with  detestation.  The 
popularity  therefore  which  the  present  leaders 
burned  to  acquire,  could  not  so"  effectually  be 
secured  by  any  measure  as  by  an  expedition 
against  Ireland. 
i646>  The  marquis  of  Ormond  had  concluded  a  peace 

irdan1,!.  with  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  in  March  164GC. 
But  this  proved  a  fruitless  proceeding.  The 
peace  was  broken  into  two  parts  :  the  public  treaty 
concluded  by  the  lord  lieutenant ;  and  the  secret 
The  nuncio  articles  arranged  by  Glamorgan*1.  The  pope 
againsT  had  appointed  a  nuncio  for  the  affairs  of  Ireland, 
who  reached  that  country  in  the  preceding  No- 
vember*1, a  man  restless,  ambitious  and  vain. 
He  had  not  been  able  to  prevent  the  conclusion 
of  the  treaty ;  but  he  knew  how  to  provide  against 
its  taking  permanent  effect.  A  perfect  bigot  and 
Italian,  he  could  not  endure  to  assist  or  tolerate 
the  cause  of  a  heretic  prince ;  he  resolved  that 
Ireland  should  have  no  temporal  superior  but  the 
pope,  or  should  be  placed  under  the  protection 


c  Sec  Vol.  II,  P.  1G2.  d  See  Vol.  II,  p.  110,  111. 
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and  guidance  of  Spain,  or  some  Catholic  sovereign,    c  n  a  p. 
He  had  an  admirable  topic  for  his  present  purpose,    ^        '  , 
in  the  division   of  the  treaty,  and  the   circum-       1646. 
stance  that  the   religious    articles  were  for  the 
present  to    remain  undivulged ;    and   he   easily 
brought  the   clergy  to  his   views.     He   insisted 
that  both  parts  of  the  treaty  should  be  published; 
and,  Ormond  refusing,  he  contrived  to  march  an 
army  of  sixteen  thousand  foot  and  sixteen  hun- 
dred horse  for  the  capture  of  Dublin  in  the  close 
of  October  e. 

Ormond  had  no  forces  capable  of  contending  ormond 
with  such  an  enemy.     He  was  placed  therefore  in  [he  rarren- 
a  perilous  predicament,  and  was  reduced  to  chuse  Jty°o*ae4 
between  two  evils.     If  he  surrendered  Dublin  to  Parliament- 
the  Catholic  army,  he  would   inflict  a  grievous 
injury  on  the  cause  of  the  king.     Whatever  he 
did,    would    be    considered    as    the   act    of   the 
sovereign.     And  all   that  had  been   imputed   to 
Charles  of  secret  favour  to  the  Irish  Catholics 
would  be  aggravated,  if  at  this  time  his  lieutenant 
should   surrender  the   capital   into  their   hands. 
But  the  only  alternative  against  this,  was  an  ap- 
plication   to    the    English    parliament.      On   this 
Ormond   determined.      Charles  was  now  in   the 
hands  of  the  Scots.     The  presbyterians  were  tri- 
umphant in  both  the  realms  of  Britain.    They  were 
known  to  be  favourable  to  monarchy,  and  to  have 

e  Carte,  Vol.  I,  p.  587,  580. 
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hook     no  personal  hostility   to  the  reigning  sovereign. 
111        They  were  only  obstinately  bent  upon  their  own 
i-;k,.      Bystem  of  religious  discipline.     It  was  therefore 
unavoidable  to   conclude,  that,  whether  the  sub- 
mission came  from  him,  or  from  the  subjects  who 
had  taken  arms  against  him,  a  compromise  would 
be  made,  and  Charles  would  be  restored.      In  that 
case  the   giving   up   Dublin    to  the   parliament, 
would  be  merely  a  temporary  expedient,  and  pro- 
ductive  of  no  evil.     Ormond  therefore,  on   the 
first  appearance  of  a  new  war,  and  a  month  be- 
fore the  enemy  shewed  himself  before  the  walls, 
sent  off  his  messengers  for  London f. 
Vuoount  Viscount  Lisle  had  been  appointed  by  the  in- 

lordiieute-  dependents  to  the  lieutenancy  of  Ireland,  early 
in  the  present  years.  But  a  variety  of  obstacles 
had  delayed  his  entering  on  his  charge.  The 
horror  entertained  by  all  parties  in  the  English 
parliament  against  the  Irish  Catholics,  was  such 
as  could  not  be  exceeded.  But  they  had  too 
many  objects  pressing  upon  them  nearer  home, 
and  too  much  occasion  for  the  presence  of  their 
army  here,  to  be  able  to  send  out  this  nobleman 
in  a  manner  that  might  seem  to  do  justice  to  such 
an  appointment.  In  the  mean  time  the  presby- 
terians  gained  the  ascendancy  in  the  parliament*1. 
Lord  Lisle  was  impatient,  particularly  when  this 


IKlllt. 


f  Journals  of  Lords,  October  13,  15. 

«  See  Vol.  II,  p.  160.  h  See  Vol.  II,  p.  220. 
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overture    came   from   Ormond,   to   do  something-    chap. 

worthy  of  his  own  character  and  that  of  his  family,    v _, 

The  presbyterians,  though  with  no  friendly  feel-  1647. 
ings,  suffered  him  to  embark  in  February  1G47  ;  barks. 
and  he  took  with  him  a  select  band  of  friends, 
names  afterwards  celebrated  in  history,  Algernon 
Sidney,  his  brother,  George  Monk,  and  Thomas 
Harrison.  These  he  took,  not  as  belonging-  to 
any  corps  destined  to  that  service,  but  he  asked 
them  of  the  house  as  companions  of  his  enterprise, 
and  leave  was  given  accordingly1. 

The  negociation  however  was  not  yet  perfected  Land,  at 
between  Ormond  and  the  parliament;   they  sent 
out  commissioners  to  complete  it  at  Dublin  k ;  and 
Lisle  and  his  forces  disembarked  at  Cork  in   the 
province  of  Munster1.     But  here  he  found   an  Manceu- 
adversary,  under  the  guise  of  an  ally,  who  com-  chimin. 
pletely  neutralised  all  his  efforts,  no  other  than  the 
earl  of  Inchiquin,  lord  president.     Inchiquin  had 
left  the  royalists,  and  joined  the  parliament  from 
pique ;  but,  after  the  lapse  of  two   years,  his  re- 
sentment wore  away,  and  the  habits  of  his  mind 
resumed  their  ascendancy.     He  therefore  wrote  to 
lord  Lisle  at  Bristol,  intreating  him  to  brino;  no  ca- 
valry,  as,  if  he  did,  they  would  be  starved  for  want 


'Journals  of  Commons,  Nov.    12,  Jan.   11,  25.     Wliitluckc, 
Jan.  25. 

k  Whitlocke,  Oct.  27,  1646.     Carte,  p.  587. 

1  Whitlocke,  Mar.  9.     Leicester's  Journal,  p.  13,  14. 
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BOOK    of  forage"" ;  and,  when  he  had  landed,  employed 
II1-       every  resource  which  he  derived  from  his  supe- 
l.ir.      rior  knowledge  of,  and  influence  in  the  province, 
to  baffle  the  measures  of  the  new  lord  lieutenant. 
vicount  In  the  mean  time  the  presbyterians,  who  looked 

tunuhome.  w^n  a  jealous  eye  on  the  possible  success  of  their 
officer,  were  not  idle  at  home.  -    His  appointment 
had   originally  been  for  one  year,  and  that  was 
now   on   the   point  of  expiring.     The   principal 
affair  which  engaged  their  present  attention,  was 
the  breaking  Fairfax's  army  ;  and  for  that  purpose 
they  voted  that  a  considerable  part  of  it  should 
be  embarked  for  Ireland.      In  the  progress  of  this 
business  they  resolved  on  the  first  of  April,  that 
the  civil  government  of  Ireland  should  be  kept 
distinct  from  the  military,  and  be  vested  in  two 
skippon      lords  justices";  and  the  next  day,  that  Skippon 
commander  should  be  field-marshal  and  commander  in  chief 
m  chief.      in  that  island  n.     In  the  following  week  they  dis- 
placed Algernon  Sidney,who  had  been  appointed 
Michael       governor  of  Dublin",  and  named  colonel  Michael 
governor  of  J°nes,  one  of  the  commissioners  for  receiving  the 
Dublin.       surrender  of  that  city,  in  his  stead  p.     Lord  Lisle 
had  no  alternative  left  but  to  reimbark  for  Eng- 
land,  after  a  short  residence   of  less  than  two 
months^.     Such  are  the  operations  of  party-spirit; 

"'  Leicester's  Journal,  p.  13.  n  See  Vol.  II,  p.  287. 

0  Order  Book  of  the  Committee  of  Derby  House,  Nov.  17, 1646. 
p  Journals  of  Commons,  Apr.  8. 
'  Leicester's  Journal,  p.  17. 
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and  thus   an   expedition,  which   began   with   the    chap. 

V  F  T  T 

fairest  promise,  was  defeated.     We  know  nothing    . 
of  lord  Lisle  in  this,   the  most  critical   period  of      ig^t. 
his  life,  more  than  consists  in  the  admirable  choice 
he   made   of  the  officers  who   should   command 
under  him. 

The  Protestants  of  Ireland  derived  small   aid   He  defeats 
from  the  parliament  in  the  year  1647.     The  Eng-  thoiicarmy 
lish  nation  was  fully  occupied  with  the  conten-  [£" 
tion  between  the  army  and  the  independents  on 
the  one  hand,  and  thepresbyterians  on  the  other. 
Yet  the  success  was  greater  than  could  reason- 
ably have  been  expected.     Jones  encountered  the 
army  of  Preston,  double  his  own  in   numbers,  at 
Dungan  hill  not  far  from  Dublin,  on  the  eighth 
of  August,  and  gained  a  complete  victory1-.     In- 
chiquin,  who  yet  fought  under  the  standard  of  the 
presbyterians,  also  obtained  considerable   advan- 
tages.     He  took  Cahir  and  Cashel  in  Tipperary9, 
and   gave   a   signal  defeat  to  the  army  of  lord 
Taaffe  near  Clontark*. 

Ormond  in  the  mean  while  had  no  sooner  sur-  Cabals  at 
rendered   Dublin  into  the   hands  of  the  commis-  court 
sioners  in   July,  than   he  came  over  to  England, 
and  repaired  to  the  king  at  Hampton  Court.      He 
found  this  palace  a  scene  of  the   most  restless 
cabal.      Fairfax    and   the  army  had  just  entered 

'  Rushworth,  p.  779,  780,     Carte,  Vol.  II,  \>.  A,  ... 
•  Rushworth,  p.  K'>3.     Carte,  j>.  o,  7. 
'  Rushworth,  p.  91G.      Cartr,  p.  9. 
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London,  and  put  the  independents  into  possession 
of  the  ascendancy  in  parliament,  while  the  other 
party,  baffled,  but   not  crest-fallen,   determined  to 
leave  no  means  untried  to  reestablish  their  autho- 
rity.    Charles  more  at  liberty  than  he  had  yet 
found  himself  since  the  day  that  he  had  quitted 
Oxford,    and   environed   with   something  of  the 
splendour  of  a  court,  called  the  royalist  nobility 
round  him,  and  felt  resolved  to  use  this  occasion 
for  making  a  last  effort  to  recover  the  fulness  of 
his    prerogative.      The    Scots    presbyterians,    as 
well  as  the  English,  determined  not  to   endure 
the  insult,  or  rather  the  trick  (such  they  regarded 
it),  that    had    been    put   upon    them.     They  re- 
solved to  make  one  strong  and  combined  effort. 
Charles  in  the  mean  time  charged  his  personal 
friends  to  be  on  the  alert,  and  to  take  up  arms  in 
his  behalf,  without  which,  he  said,  he  could  pro- 
mise himself  no  great  advantage  from  the  success 
of  the  presbyterians,  either  English  or  Scots.     It 
was  these  consultations,  that  led  to  the  mingled 
and  perplexed  scene   of  the  civil  war  of  1648". 
Ormond      Ormond  took  a  share    in  all  that  went  on,   and 
promised  the  king  that  he  would  return  to  Ireland, 
that,  by  his  operations  there,  he  might  assist  the 
efforts,  scattered  in  situation,  but  all  tending  to  one 
point,  the  defeat  of  the  independents,  that  distin- 
guished the  campaign  of  that  yearw. 

u  See  above,  Vol.  II,  p.  394  to  397. 
w  Carte,  Vol.  II,  p.  12,  15. 
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The  face  of  affairs   in   Ireland   had  in  reality 
experienced  a  change  favourable  to  the  king-,  from 
the  very  event  which  seemed  at  first  sight  most      1047 
injurious  to  his  cause,   the  surrender  of  Dublin,  rencea" 
and  the  withdrawing  of  Ormond  from  the  king-  fou^a 
dom.     The  nuncio  had  succeeded  in  breaking  the  upon  hu 

0  departure. 

peace  concluded  with  Ormond  and  Glamorgan, 
and  for  a  time  appeared  to  have  the  uncontroled 
command  of  the  Catholics  in  that  kingdom.  But, 
in  proportion  as  his  character  developed  itself, 
the  confederates  became  jealous  of  his  policy. 
They  favoured  for  the  most  part  the  restoration 
of  the  authority  of  Charles,  the  property  of  many 
of  the  Irish,  and  of  the  whole  of  the  descendants 
of  the  English  settlers,  being  closely  connected 
with  the  ascendancy  of  the  English  crown.  As 
long  as  a  Protestant  lord  lieutenant  remained  in 
the  country,  the  nuncio  engrossed  to  a  great  de- 
gree the  direction  of  their  measures.  But  it  was 
no  sooner  known  that  Ormond  had  resolved  to 
withdraw,  than  many  of  the  Catholic  leaders  ap- 
plied to  him  to  defer  his  departure x.  Not  suc- 
ceeding in  this,  they  next  directed  their  exertions 
to  the  gaining  a  majority  in  the  general  assembly 
that  was  to  meet  in  November?.  This  object  they 
effected  ;  and  it  was  soon  resolved  to  dispatch  Overtures 
agents  to  the  queen,  the  prince  of  Wales,  and  the  tholio  to 
court  of  France,  to  request  that  the  prince  would  !u,,'dq1!r^"t.. 

v  Carte,  Vol.  II,  p.  1.  1  [bid,  p.  16,  1:;. 


m 


ll|s|()RY  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 


13  O  ( :  K 
III. 


1647. 


Doubtful 

state  of 

Ireland. 


Monk  ap- 
pointed to 
command 
in  Ulster. 


tome  over  to  command  them,  or  that  some  suf- 
ficient person  might  be  appointed  for  that  pur- 
posez.  This  sufficient  person  there  was  no  doubt 
would  be  Ormond,  who  was  now  with  the  exiled 
court*.  Preston  and  TaafTe  had  joined  their  in- 
structions and  desires  to  those  of  the  general  as- 
sembly. 

[nchiquin  had  for  some  time  been  secretly  a 
royalist.  He  had  corresponded  with  Ormond 
from  the  period  in  which  that  nobleman  quitted 
the  government,  and  invited  him  to  resume  the 
chief  command  in  his  province  of  Munstera.  He 
now  took  occasion  from  the  revolution  in  the 
English  parliament,  to  publish  a  remonstrance 
against  the  successful  party  and  the  present  au- 
thority in  that  country1'.  Jones  was  also  a  pres- 
byterian.  For  some  time  it  was  uncertain  whether 
both  would  not  declare  aoainst  the  government 
at  home.  In  that  case  the  whole  Protestant  party 
in  Ireland  would  have  been  thrown  into  the  scale 
of  the  authors  of  the  second  civil  war ;  and  the 
parliament  might  have  been  reduced  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  not  possessing  a  foot  of  land,  or  a  port 
at  which  to  land  their  troops,  through  the  whole 
of  that  kino-dom. 

At  this  time  it  fortunately  happened  that  Monk 


Ibid,  p.  21,  26 

I    irte,  p.  15.     Clarendon,  Historical  View,  p.  84. 

Rush  worth,  p.  802.     Carte,  p.  9. 
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obtained  the  appointment  of  commander  in  chief   chap. 

of  the  forces  in  Ulster0 ;  and  he  landed  at  Dublin    v '  t 

on  the  fifth  of  September  d.     His  connections  had       1047. 
been   among  the  independents  ;  and  he  was  on 
the  most  confidential  terms  with   Cromwele,  be- 
tween whom  and  himself  there  was  a  considerable 
similarity  of  character.      At   Dublin   he  entered  Bringsover 

J  -it  i  Jones  to  the 

into   intimate   intercourse   with  Jones,  and   sue-  side  of  the 
ceeded  by  his  representations  in  detaching-  that  dents!en 
officer  from  the  presbyterians,   and  uniting  him 
with  himself  and  the  parliament. 

Monk  then  proceeded  to  his  command  in  Ulster,     i648. 
and  was  no  less  fortunate  in  the  beginning  in  his 


cesses  in 


enterprises  in  that  province.  At  the  time  that  the  e  ' 
duke  of  Hamilton  penetrated  into  England,  Monro 
engaged  to  exert  himself  to  give  success  to  the 
same  cause  in  Ireland.  He  entered  into  a  plot 
for  seizing  the  person  of  Monk  ;  and  the  officers 
serving  under  that  commander  promised  in  that 
case  immediately  to  range  themselves  under  the 
standard  of  the  Scotf.  But  Monk,  young,  vigi- 
lant, and  every  way  accomplished  as  a  soldier, 
easily  counteracted  the  designs  of  the  veteran 
Caledonian.  He  was  fortunate  enough,  by  one 
well  executed  manoeuvre,  to  surprise  the  Scottish 
garrisons  of  Carrickfergus,  Belfast  and  Coleraine, 


'  Journals  of  Commons,  July  16.  d  Carte,  p.  11. 

'  Gumble,  Life  of  Monk,  p.  28. 

'Skinner,  Life  of  Monk,  Chap.  Ill,  §.  9.     Gumble,  ditto,  p.  '11. 
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BOOK    and,  seizins  the  person  of  Monro,  to  send  him 

in. 
^ *j    over  prisoner  to  England  *. 

1648.  In  the   mean  while  Jones  was  not  less  on  the 

inn  of  alert  in  Leinster,  than  his  confederate  had  been 
jones",,  iii  the  north.  The  great  disadvantage  of  these 
Leinster.  officers  lay  in  the  disaffection  of  their  own  troops. 
Jones  found  it  necessary  to  take  the  decisive 
step  of  seizing  the  person  of  sir  Maurice  Eu- 
stace, speaker  of  the  Irish  house  of  commons,  and 
sending  him,  with  several  of  the  most  considerable 
officers  of  the  Leinster  army,  prisoners  to  England, 
before  he  was  at  liberty  to  pursue  those  measures, 
which  the  cause  in  which  he  was  en^ao-ed  re- 
quired  of  him.  There  was  reason  to  believe  that 
they  would  otherwise  have  debauched  the  gar- 
rison of  Dublin,  and  delivered  up  the  place  to 
Ormond  the  moment  he  appeared  before  ith. 
Inchiquin  in  the  mean  time  concluded  a  treaty  of 
cessation  with  the  supreme  council  at  Kilkenny'; 
and  to  counteract  the  effects  of  this  proceeding, 
Jones  found  himself  obliged  to  form  a  similar  treaty 
with  Owen  O'INeile,  an  officer  who  had  been  bred 
in  the  Spanish  service,  who  excelled  all  the  other 
Catholics  in  the  art  of  war,  and  who  now,  with 
the  forces  under  him,  singly  adhered  to  the  cause 
of  the  nuncio.  This  truce  enabled  Jones  with 
considerable  effect  to  advance  into  the  province 
of  Leinster,  and  annoy  the  confederates k. 

-  Journals  of  Commons,  Sept.  28,  Oct.  2.         h  Carte,  p.  3(5,  39. 
1  |1"'1-  p.  S3,  35,  36.  "Ibid,  p.  SG. 
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If  OrmoncI  could  have  made  his  appearance  in    chap. 

viii 
Ireland,  as  he  proposed  to  have  done,  early  in  the    v i 

year  1648,  he  would  have  rendered  essential  ser-      ic4s. 

I  nfp  inn vil 

vice  to  the  cause  of  Charles  the  First,  and  have  ofOrmond. 
gone  near  to  unite  the  whole  of  that  country 
under  the  royal  standard.  At  that  time  rebellion 
against  the  parliament  had  broken  out  at  several 
places  at  once  in  England,  and  Hamilton  was 
daily  expected  to  advance  from  the  borders  of 
Scotland  to  aid  the  resistance.  But,  if  Hamilton 
came  too  late,  the  appearance  of  Ormond  was  still 
more  beyond  the  period  at  which  he  was  most 
ardently  desired.  He  encountered  a  multitude 
of  difficulties,  and  did  not  finally  land  at  Cork, 
from  France,  where  he  had  been  to  concert  mea- 
sures with  the  queen  and  the  prince,  till  the 
twenty-ninth  of  September1. 

When  Ormond  had  landed  in  Ireland,  he  had   Treaty  bc- 
still  much  to  do,  ere  he  could  take  the  field  with  andAe  n 
all  the  advantages  to  which  he  had  looked  for-  Cathollcs- 
ward.     He  was  received  by  Inchiquin  with   sin- 
cere congratulation  and  kindness  ;  but  the  success 
of  his  main  design   was  considered  by   him  as 
turning  upon  the  entire  concurrence  of  the  con- 
federate Catholics  in  all  he  undertook.     He  came 
therefore   prepared  to  make  every  sacrifice  to  ob- 
tain that  concurrence.      He   hastened   from  Cork 
to   his   paternal  seat  of  Carrick,  fourteen  miles 

1  Ibid,  p.  39, 
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book    from  Kilkenny,  that  he  might  be  near  at  hand  to 
^   I11-       negociate   with  the    general    assembly"1.     From 
1648.      Carrick   they  invited  him  to  come  and  take  up 
his  ;tl)i)dc  at  the  royal  castle  in  Kilkenny".     Still 
the  demands  of  the  Catholics  were  so  unreason- 
able, that  the  treaty  was  not  finally  concluded  till 
the  seventeenth  of  January. 
ir;i9.  The  treaty  included  all  the   articles  that  had 

of  the  "  been  previously  yielded  by  Glamorgan0.  It  pro- 
vided for  a  Catholic  army  under  Catholic  com- 
manders, of  fifteen  thousand  foot  and  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  horse.  But  what  was  most 
unpalatable,  it  recognised  a  body  of  twelve  com- 
missioners, with  the  lords  Dillon  of  Costello  and 
Muskerry  at  their  head,  appointed  by  the  general 
assembly  (as  a  sort  of  coordinate  authority  with 
the  lord  lieutenant  till  the  meeting  of  a  free  par- 
liament), without  whose  concurrence  he  could 
scarcely  enter  upon  any  measure,  or  take  a  single 
step  P. 
c  links  tiie  The  peace  thus  made  may  be  considered  as  the 
ciaimedT  last  political  act  of  Charles  the  First0-.  The  news 
of  his  death  arrived  a  few  weeks  later,  and  Or- 
mond  immediately  proceeded  to  proclaim  Charles 
the  Second  as  his  successor  to  the  throne  of  the 


I     in,  \>.  42.     Clarendon,  Historical  View,  p.  J5. 
n  Cart. ,  p.  45.     Clarendon,  p.  96.  °  See  Vol.  II,  p.  111. 

p  See  Milton,  Prose  Works,  where  the  treaty  is  inserted. 
''  See  Vol.  II,  p.  616. 
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three  kino-doms.     He  at  the  same  time  addressed    chap. 

.  .  °        .  ,  .  VIII. 

that  prince  with   earnest  importunity,   intreatmg    v ^_j 

that  he  would  without  delay  make  his  repair  to       1649. 
Ireland,  where  he  would  find  three  parts  in  four 
of  the  people  entirely  at  his  devotion,  and  the  re- 
mainder under  Jones   and  O'Neile  certain  to  be 
reduced  by  his  coming1". 

r  Carte,  p.  62. 
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CHAPTER    IX. 


CROMWEL     APPOINTED     LORD      LIEUTENANT      OF 


IRELAND. 


■DISAGREEMENT     OF    THE     CATHO- 


LICS AND  O  NEILE. SUCCESSES  OF  ORMOND. 

HE  SUSTAINS  A  DEFEAT. — CROMWEL  LANDS. 

POLICY  ADOPTED  BY  HIM. HE  REDUCES  DROG- 

HEDA   AND  WEXFORD. LORD  BROGHIL. SUC- 
CESSES IN   ULSTER  AND  MUNSTER. KILKENNY 

TAKEN. AND  CLONMEL. 


BOOK 
III. 


1649. 
Cromwel 
appointed 
lord  lieu- 
tenant. 


It  was  this  situation  of  things  that  determined 
the  English  government  immediately  to  put  forth 
its  military  strength  for  the  reduction  of  Ire- 
land. Cromwel  was  named  to  command  the  ex- 
pedition ;  and  it  was  ordered  that  twelve  thou- 
sand men  should  be  drafted  for  that  service a. 
The  preparations  were  carried  on  without  inter- 
mission. It  was  resolved  that  Ireton  should  go  as 
second  in  command1';  and,  a  few  days  later,  that 
the  civil  and  military  command  in  Ireland  should 
be  joined  in  one  person,  and  that  the  duration  of 


a  Sec  above,  p.  03,  04. 

h  Order  Book  of  Council,  June  1.3.    Journal?,  June  15. 
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the  commission  should  be  for  three  yearsc.  The 
title  conferred  on  Cromwel  was  that  which  had 
been  used  under  the  former  government,  of  lord  1649. 
lieutenant  general  and  general  governor d.  On 
the  tenth  of  July  he  set  out  on  his  journey,  him- 
self in  a  coach  drawn  by  six  Flanders  mares, 
whitish-grey,  with  several  other  coaches  and  great 
officers  accompanying  him,  his  life-guard  con- 
sisting of  eighty  persons  in  stately  habits,  several 
of  them  colonels,  and  the  meanest,  field-officers  or 
esquires6. — It  was  no  sooner  known  that  Cromwel 
was  appointed  to  conduct  the  campaign  in  Ire- 
land, than  Charles  the  Second  and  his  council 
hesitated  as  to  the  advisableness  of  his  transport- 
ing himself  to  that  country. 

A  fatal  measure,  which  originated  in  the  narrow  Overtures 
jealousy  of  the  Irish  board  of  commissioners  almost  refused  b>° 
immediately  after  the   conclusion    of  Ormond's  [|£ Catho" 
peace,  was  the  refusing  the  proposals  of  O'Neile. 
He  ottered  to  cooperate  with  the  Catholic  body 
in  all  its  purposes,  provided  he  was  confirmed  in 
the  command  of  six  thousand  foot  with  a  suitable 
body  of  horse.     They  would  allow  him  only  four 
thousand f.     He  was  indignant  at  the  affront  thus  Accepted 
put  upon  him,  and  immediately  made  overtures  and  Jones. 
to  Monk  and  Jones,  which  were  eagerly  accepted. 
Had  it  not  been  for  this,   it  seems  probable  that 

■  Journals,  June  22.  d  Ibid,  June  25. 

e  Cromwelliana,  p.  02.  f  Carte,  p.  57. 
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hook    Ormond  would  have  mastered   the  whole  of  Ire- 

, '   (    land,  before  succours  could  have  arrived.     As  it 

1 64A       was,  he  was  not  only  deprived  of  the  cooperation 

of  the    forces  of  O'Neile ;   but,  beside  this,  the 

Scots  of  Ulster,   who  would  have  marched  to  his 

aid,   were  detained   in  their  own  province  by  an 

enemy,  which  only  the   disaffection   of  O'Neile 

could  have  kept  alive.     This  enemy  consisted  of 

the  garrison  and  town  of  Derry  in  the  north  under 

Coote,   and  those  of  Belfast,  Carrickfergus  and 

Coleraine  to  the  north-west,  which  had  recently 

The  Scots     been  taken  by  Monk.     Monk  however,  principally 

fast,  Car-     through  the  revolt  of  those  he  commanded,  to- 

and  Cole!     gether  with  the  enterprise  of  lord  Montgomery  and 

be^e'  and   some  neighbouring  Irish  chieftains,  was  shortly 

DLrry-        after  deprived  of  these  acquisitions  s.  Coote  was  at 

the  same  time  blockaded  in  Derry  by  the  Scots1'. 

successes  Meanwhile    it  was    with   great   difhcultv   that 

of  Ormond.    r^  ,    ,  ,  .  .  V  . 

Ormond  brought  together  his  anomalous  army1. 
J  lis  Protestant  forces  were  ill  paid,  and  full  of 
rivalship  and  jealousy ;  and  the  Catholics  de- 
ficient in  all  the  qualities  of  a  soldier  :  in  addition 
to  which,  being  under  the  control  of  a  board 
whose  views  and  purposes  were  different  from 
his,  he  was  cramped  and  restrained  in  every  thing 
that  might  best  secure  the  success  of  the  cam- 
paign.  It  was  not  till  the  first  of  June  that  he 
took  the  field  with   an  army  of  eight  thousand 


*  Carte,  p.  67.  >'  Ibid,  p.  60,  67,  77.  '  Ibid,  p.  60. 
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men  near  Carlovvk.  But  from  hence  his  pro- 
gress was  uniform.  He  took  Kildare  :  he  re- 
duced Drogheda :  he  captured  Dundalk,  which  1649 
Monk  was  compelled  by  the  disaffection  of  his 
soldiers  to  surrender,  and  to  ship  himself  for  Eng- 
land1. The  only  places  that  held  out  for  the  par- 
liament were  Deny  and  Dublin.  Ormond  found 
himself  equal  to  every  thing  but  the  reduction  of 
the  metropolis.  Sir  Charles  Coote  was  closely 
besieged  in  Deny,  and  reduced  to  extremity  : 
but  O'iNeile,  by  agreement  with  Monk  and  Jones, 
appeared  opportunely  for  his  relief,  and  dispersed 
the  besiegers'11. 

Meanwhile  the  preparations  for  the  reduction  English 
of  Ireland  to  the  obedience  of  parliament,  were  u^faa  Bt 
carried  on  in  England  with  unexampled  diligence ;   Uu,,lm- 
and   on   the   twenty-fifth   of  July   the  advanced 
guard  of  Cromwel's  army  under  the  command  of 
Reynolds  and  Venables,  landed  without  impedi- 
ment in  the   port  of  Dublin11.     Cromwel  in  the 
mean  time  had  entered  into  cordial  conjunction 
with  Jones,  the  governor  of  that  city  :  and,  though 
Ireton  had  been  named  by  the  parliament  a  short 
time  before  for  the  second  in  command,  yet,  on 
further  consideration,  that  arrangement  had  been 

k  Carte,  p.  71. 

'Ibid,    p.    73,   7-4.     Clarendon,    Irish    Rebellion,   p.   114,   117. 
Skinner,  Life  of  Monk,  Chap.  Ill,  §.  3. 

■  Carte,  p.  77.     Clarendon,  Irish  Rebellion,  p.  118 
u  Carte,  p.  78.     Clarendon,  p.  119. 
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BOOK    waived,  Jones  being-  made   lieutenant-general0, 
L   IIL  A    and  Ereton  major-general  of  the  Irish  army.     On 
1649.       the  second  of  August  Jones  made  a  spirited  sally 
Ormond      upon  the  army  of  Ormond,  posted  near  the  capital, 
deftat**     the  issue  of  which,  owing  to  the  wretched  disci- 
pline of  the   royalists,   and  the  gallantry   of  the 
adherents  of  the  parliament,  was  the  almost  total 
dispersion  of  the  former,  and  the  retreat  of  Ormond 
for  the  present  to  the  walls  of  Kilkenny?. 
State  of  Such  was  the  state  of  Ireland,  when  Cromwel 

ild.md.'1  landed  on  her  shores  on  the  fifteenth  of  Augusts 
In  the  preceding  January,  when  Ormond  signed 
the  peace  with  the  supreme  council  at  Kilkenny, 
three-fourths  of  the  island  acknowledged  his 
authority.  He  had  begun  a  successful  campaign 
in  the  present  year,  in  which  he  reduced  Drog- 
heda,  Dundalk,  Newry,  Carlingford  and  Trim, 
and  had  expelled  Monk  out  of  Ireland.  Dublin, 
the  capital,  and  Derry  in  the  north,  held  out 
against  him  alone.  He  had  invited  Charles  the 
Second  to  commence  his  career  in  that  country, 
and  to  receive  the  homage  of  a  willing  people, 
who  had  no  desire,  like  the  presbyterians  whether 
in  Scotland  or  England,  of  narrowing  the  royal 
authority  with  unwelcome  limitations.  Ireland 
had  been  in  a  state  of  independence  of  the  neigh- 

°  Jones  has  the  style  of  lieutenant-general,  Journals,  July  9. 
p  WhitlocKc,  Aug.  11.     Clarendon,  Irish  Rebellion,  p.  123  to 
128.     Carte,  p.  79  to  81. 

'i  Carte,  p.  83.     Whitlockc,  Aug.  21. 
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bour-island  for  now   nearly  eight  years,  and,  as 
one  man,  looked  towards  the  assertion  of  English 
ascendancy   in   the  functionaries  of  the   present       1649. 
English   parliament,  with  unmingled  and    inde- 
scribable horror. 

Cromwel  may  be  supposed,  from  the  hour  that  Military 
he  accepted  the   office  of  commander  in  chief  in  of  the  Irish. 
Ireland,   to   have   meditated  profoundly  in   what 
manner  his  undertaking  miffht  be  rendered  most 
prosperous   and    effective.      It   was   the   first  ex- 
ternal enterprise  of  the  new  commonwealth  ;  and 
it  was  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  stability 
of  its  government,  and  to  the  weight  and  respec- 
tability she  should  possess  among  foreign  states, 
that  it  should  be  conducted  with  equal  skill  and 
success.     Cromwel  clearly  saw  the  character  of 
the  enemy  with  whom  he  would  have  to  encounter, 
an  authority  which  in  name  extended   over  the 
whole  island,  but  compounded  of  the  most  dis- 
cordant and  irreconcileable  materials.     The  Eno-- 
lish   and   Scots   were  almost  every  where  fierce 
and    inexorable    presbyterians ;    the    Irish    were 
bigoted,    ignorant,   and    blood-thirsty    Catholics. 
The  English,  and  still  more  the  Scots,  could  boast 
of  a  certain  degree  of  discipline  ;   the  Irish  were 
a  race  unbroken  and  savage,  who  had  scarcely  in 
any  instance  been  brought  resolutely  to  encounter 
an  enemy  in  the  field,  but  who  had  for  the  most 
part  carried  every  thing  before  them,  by  dint  of 
superior  numbers,  and  from  the  circumstance  that 

vol  .in.  L 
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BOOK    they  were  the  sole  and  undisputed  possessors  of 

in.       ,,         .1 
^__      _j    the  soil. 

1649.  Reasoning-  from  these  premises,  Cromwel  was 

Cromwd.     induced  to  appear  under  a  new  aspect  in  the  Irish 
war.     There  is  scarcely  a  military  commander  on 
record,  who  was  endowed  with  a  more  kindly  and 
liberal  disposition ;  and  he  had  passed  through  the 
various  scenes  of  the  English  civil  war  without 
almost  the  shadow  of  a  reproach  in  this  respect. 
But  he  deemed  that  he  had  a  different  part  to  play 
in  the  scene  he  now  approached.     He  brought 
with  him  a  name  that  almost  instantly  extinguished 
the  hopes  of  his  enemies.    It  was  no  sooner  known 
that  Cromwel  was  selected  for  the  Irish  war,  than 
Charles  the  Second   resolutely  declined  setting 
his  foot  in  that  country.     Cromwel  saw  of  how 
much  consequence  it.  was,  that  his  name  should 
lose  nothing  of  the  magical  authority  that  attended 
it.     He  saw,  or  thought  he  saw,   that  it  was  in 
his  power  to  finish   the   war   almost  at  a  blow. 
But  this  could  only  be  by  convincing  the  rabble 
of  Catholic  military  that  he  was  not  to  be  trifled 
with ;   in  other  words,   it   could   only  be  by  ex- 
hibiting some  examples  of  an  appalling  severity. 
He  believed  that  a  certain  cruelty  in  such  a  case 
was  real    humanity.     His   purpose   was,    in   the 
course  of  the  few  months  of  the  present  campaign 
that  were  still  before  him,  to  lay  all  Ireland  at  the 
feet  of  the  parliament.     In  that  case  how  much 
ivould  the  evils  of  a  few  instances  of  early  severity 
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be  compensated,  by  the  cutting  oft'  long  years    c  H  A  P. 
of  obstinate    resistance,   such   as   the   Irish  had    ^_     ^ 
already  sufficiently  shewn  they  were  prepared  to       1649. 
exhibit ! 

The  historians  of  the  times  have  added  to  these   Horrors 
motives  for  the  inexorable  proceedings  of  Croni-  the  Irish 
vvel,  the  consideration  of  the  just  retaliation  that  Catho  c 
was  due  to  the  Irish  for  the  barbarities  of  which 
they  had  been  guilty   in  the  commencement  of 
their  rebellion,  instances  of  which  had  frequently 
occurred   in  the   course  of  their  subsequent  re- 
sistance.    They  also  supposed  that  he  was  ani- 
mated by  a  horror  of  the  popish  spirit  as  it  had 
shewn  itself  in  the  reign  of  the  bloody  Mary  and 
in  the  Gunpowder  Treason,  and  of  popish  idolatry, 
so  opposite  to  the  precepts  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testament.     How  far  he  was  influenced  bv  these 
less  manly  and  enlightened   considerations  it  is 
perhaps  impossible  for  us  to  pronounce. 

Cromwel  with  the  least  practicable  delay  led  storm  of 
out  an  army  of  ten  thousand  men  to  the  siege  of 
Drogheda1*.  Ormond  was  incapable  for  the  pre- 
sent moment  of  taking  the  field  ;  but  he  put  this 
place,  which  was  the  most  exposed  of  his  frontier, 
into  as  good  a  state  of  repair  as  the  time  would 
permit,  and  furnished  it  with  a  garrison  of  two 
or  three   thousand  of  his  best  troops8,      lie   ap- 


'  (.'u\,  History  "i  Ireland,  Part  II,  p.  u. 
'■  Clarendon,  Historical  View,  p.  1  .">. 
L  2 
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book    prehended  that  this   would  at  least  prove  a  suf- 
.  .    (icient  obstacle  to  detain  the  army  of  the  parlia- 

164  ment,  till  he  should  once  more  have  drawn 
together  his  forces,  and  been  able  to  take  the 
field.  But  he  was  mistaken  in  his  calculation. 
Cromwel,  having  completed  his  batteries,  sent  in 
a  summons  to  the  governor,  which  was  rejected. 
The  next  day  he  effected  a  breach,  and  set  about 
taking  the  place  by  storm.  This  was  on  the 
tenth  of  September.  Twice  Cromwel's  forces 
mounted  the  breach,  and  twice  they  were  repelled. 
Observing  this,  he  led  himself  the  third  assault, 
and  was  victorious.  The  enemy  had  thrown  up 
three  retrenchments  within  the  walls.  They  de- 
fended every  inch  of  ground,  and  fought  bravely 
and  desperately  at  the  corner  of  every  street. 
The  orders  of  Cromwel  were  to  give  no  quarter ; 
and  by  his  own  confession  he  says  he  believes 
the  whole  number  of  the  defenders  were  put  to 
the  sword.  Sir  Arthur  Aston,  the  governor,  was 
among  the  slain.  A  subsequent  letter  states, 
that,  of  one  hundred  and  forty  who  retreated  to 
a  tower,  and  refused  to  surrender  when  sum- 
moned, the  officers  were  knocked  on  the  head, 
every  tenth  man  of  the  privates  killed,  and  the 
rest  ordered  to  be  shipped  for  Barbadoes.  Crom- 
wel adds,  that  the  enemy  was  filled  with  much 
terror  at  this  issue,  and  that  he  was  persuaded 
the  bitterness  that  was  used  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, would  hereafter  prevent  much  effusion  of 
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blood1.     He  subjoins,  These  are  the  satisfactory 
grounds  to  such  actions,  which  otherwise  cannot 
but  work  remorse  and  regret". — Trim  and  Dun-      1649. 
dalk  were  immediately  deserted  by  their  respec- 
tive garrisons. 

Cromwel  in  this  instance  made  his  election  Arguments 
between  two  tremendous  evils;  and  it  is  the  pro-  "everily.f°f 
vince  of  history  and  the  readers  of  history  to  de- 
cide upon  the  praise  or  blame  to  which  he  is 
entitled.  On  the  one  hand  he  had  before  him 
the  spectacle  of  eight  long  years  of  anarchy. 
The  two  parties  were  exasperated  against  each 
other  to  the  utmost  degree ;  and  the  Catholics 
would  never  submit  to  the  English  republicans, 
as  long  as  they  were  able,  or  as  long  as  they  dared, 
to    resist.     Their  reign   had   been   marked   with 


'  Whitlocke,  Sept.  29,  Oct.  1,  2.  Clarendon,  Historical  View, 
p.  131.  Perfect  Politician,  p.  54,  55.  Clarendon  adds,  History 
of  the  Rebellion,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  341,  "The  whole  army  being  entered 
the  town,  they  executed  all  manner  of  cruelty,  and  put  all  the 
citizens  who  were  Irish,  man,  woman,  and  child  to  the  sword  :"  in 
which  he  is  not  only  contradicted  by  all  the  other  authorities,  but 
stands  in  opposition  to  bis  own  statement  in  his  Historical  View, 
written  under  the  eye  of  the  marquis  of  Ormond. 

"  Parliamentary  History,  Vol.  XIX,  p.  201  to  207.  I  refer  to 
this  book  for  Cromwel's  dispatches,  which  are  there  inserted. 
Rushworth's  Collections  end  with  the  death  of  the  kin:?.  The 
Journals  of  the  lords,  in  which  such  dispatches  are  usually  in- 
serted, close  at  the  --nine  time.  They  are  not  given  in  the  Journals 
of  the  (  ominoii-  \\  e  are  th<  refore  reduced  to  refi  r  to  publications 
of  little  Hmractcr,  into  which  thej  happen  to  be  copied. 
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BOO  k    calamities  and  atrocities*.     Nor  was  the  question 
v '"'       only  of  tranquillity  and  the  triumph  of  true  re- 
1649,       ligion  in  Ireland  ;  the  new  commonwealth  of  Eng- 
land could  never  be   in  security  or  in  honour,  as 
long    as    the   neighbouring    island    remained    a 
theatre  for  the   intrigues  and  hostilities  of  those 
by  whom   it  was  opposed.      It  must  perhaps  be 
granted  that   CromweVs  position   was   true,  and 
that  the  policy  he  adopted  was  best  calculated  to 
prevent  a  protracted  war  and  a  boundless  effusion 
Rejoinder    of  blood.     But  then  on  the  other  hand  an  impar- 
gumentsT"  ^  inquisition  requires,  that  we  should  set  before 
us   the   spectacle  of  the   gallant   defenders   of  a 
place  of  war,  as  in  this  instance,  murdered,  or 
coolly  picked  out  for  murder,  after  they  had  thrown 
down  their  arms,  and  submitted  to  the  mercy  of  the 
conqueror.     Nothing  can  be  more  obvious,  than 
the  horror  and  violent  revulsion   of  the  human 
Sentiments   heart  at  the  contemplation  of  such  a  scene.      But 
rityengen-   the  true  question  is,  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the 
greatest  good  shall  be  effected.      Such  sanguinary 
severities  cannot  produce  a  right  tone  of  mind 
in  those  who  survive.     In  those  who  perpetrate 
them,  or  by  whom  they  are  approved,  they   en- 
gender a  certain  hardness   of  heart,  and  gloomy 
aversion  of  man  from   man,  dispositions  neither 

11  Even    when  Cromwel  was  before  Drogheda,  the   Catholics 
turned  their  Protestant  allies  out  of  the  great  church,  of  which 
they  had  previously  possession,  and  set  up  the  mass  there.     Whit- 
Oct.  9. 
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consonant  to  morality  nor  true  religion.     In  those    c  n  a  p. 
whom  they  are  designed  to  terrify,  and  so  reduce    ^_ 
to  submission,  they  give  birth   to  the  feelings  of      lc-iy. 
a  slave.     Obedience  may  be  the  result;  certainly 
not  kindly   feelings   and    mutual   reconciliation. 
In  fine,  it  must  be  admitted,  that  Cromvvel  shewed  Dkpoai. 
on  the    present   occasion,   that,   however  urbane  JJraiweL 
and  benevolent  might  be  his  general  dispositions, 
he  was  capable  of  stringing  himself  to,  and  going 
through  with,  acts  of  cruelty  and  horror. 

To  the  severity  which  Cromwel  used  towards  Proclaim. 
those  who  resisted  him  in  arms,  he  added  a  pro-  by  him. 
clamation,  forbidding  his  soldiers  under  pain  of 
death  to  do  any  injury  to  the  inhabitants,  or  to 
take  any  thing  from  them  but  what  they  paid 
for ;  and  declaring  every  one  free  to  exercise  his 
religion  without  molestation y. 

Cromwel  now  advanced  towards  the  south,  Reduction 
and  obtained  unresisted  possession  of  Arklow, 
Femes  and  Inniscorthy.  Even  the  people  of 
Wexford  were  disposed  to  throw  open  their  gates 
to  receive  him  z.  Ormond  however  with  difficulty 
prevailed  on  them  to  receive  a  small  garrison, 
all  Catholics,  they  refusing  to  admit  any  other. 
But,  when  Cromwel  came  before  the  town,  and 

y  Carte,  p.  90.  This  however  is  elsewhere  explained  by  Crom- 
wel not  to  include  the  celebration  of  mass.  It  therefore  means  no 
more  than  that  Catholics  -hall  not  be  called  upon  b}  force  to 
recant  their  religion. 

'  [bid. 


of  Wexford. 
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hook     had  sent  in  his  summons  which  was  rejected,  the 


'  governor  of  the  castle,  at  a  small  distance  from 
1649.  the  place,  but  so  situated  as  to  command  it, 
nitered  into  terms  with,  and  admitted  the  be- 
siegers. M  ith  this  advantage,  the  lord  lieutenant 
caused  his  soldiers  to  scale  the  walls,  which  they 
did  without  resistance,  though,  when  they  reached 
the  market-place,  the  defenders  made  a  last  and 
desperate  resistance.  The  same  scene  of  blood 
took  place,  as  before  at  Drogheda.  Wexford 
was  reduced  on  the  eleventh  of  October a.  Cro ro- 
wel reckons,  that  there  were  lost  of  the  enemy  not 
many  less  than  two  thousand,  while  of  the  be- 
siegers not  twenty  were  killed;  and  adds,  This 
is  not  without  cause  deeply  set  to  our  hearts,  we 
having  intended  better  to  this  place  than  so  great 
a  ruinb. 
lion  sur-  From  Wexford  the  lord  lieutenant  marched 
against  Ross  ;  and,  though  Ormond  and  Inchiquin 
had  reinforced  its  garrison,  which  already  con- 
sisted of  one  thousand  men,  with  fifteen  hundred 
more,  yet  lord  Taaffe,  the  governor,  thought  pro- 
per to  surrender  the  place  on  the  third  day  after 
Cromwel  came  before  it,  October  the  nineteenth, 
on  condition  of  the  garrison  being  allowed  to 
march  away,  with  their  arms,  baggage,  drums 
and  colours0. 
tb  <>f  On  the  tenth  of  August  the  English  parliament 

<  »   \oilc.  °  &  ' 

3  Journals,  Oct.  30.     C  arte,  p.  93.     Perfect  Politician,  p.  57. 
'  ( Iromwelliana,  p.  55.  c  Ibid,  p.  67,  68,  69. 
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voted  to  annul  the  cessation  which  had  been  con- 
cluded between  Monk  and  0'NeiIed;  and  Ormond, 
who  had  always  disapproved  of  the  narrow  and  1649. 
jealous  policy  of  the  supreme  council  of  Kilkenny 
towards  this  able  commander,  seized  the  opportu- 
nity of  bringing  about  a  reconciliation  between 
the  contending  parties.  But  this  measure  was 
by  no  means  productive  of  the  favourable  effects 
expected  from  it.  O'Neile  dying  of  a  painful 
illness  under  which  he  laboured,  on  the  sixth  of 
November e. 

But  Cromwel's  successes  were  not  confined  to  Saocen  in 
the  scenes  in  which  he  was  personally  concerned.  L  bttr 
He  dispatched  Venables  with  three  regiments,  to 
cooperate  with  sir  Charles  Coote  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  Ulster.  This  officer  successively  reduced 
Newry,  Dromore,  Lisburne  and  Bel  fast f,  and  was 
constituted  for  his  services  governor  of  Ulsters. 
This  expedition  was  completed  in  the  month  of 
September. 

Cromwel  also  met  with  an  able  cooperator  in  Lord 
the  province  of  Munster.  This  was  lord  Broghil,  BroghlL 
who  had  deserted  from  the  king  to  the  parliament 
with  lord  Inchiquin  in  1644 h,  and  again  with 
that  nobleman  returned  to  his  loyalty  in  104?  *. 
He  however,  as  well  as  Inchiquin,  for  some  time 
prosecuted    his   views   in   a   secret   manner,  and 

''  Journals.  '   irte,  p.  83. 

'  Ibid,  p.  »  Whitlocke,  Oct.  5. 

!  Sc    Vol.  II.  p    10  -  r    1    1. 
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iso  ok    thought  to  escape  observation.     He  professed  to 

v _j   desire  nothing-  more  than  to  retire  into  privacy. 

li  19.  His  real  purpose  was  to  render  Charles  all  the 
service  he  could  in  the  Irish  war ;  and  with  that 
intention  he  determined  to  pass  over  to  Holland, 
to  obtain  from  the  king  a  proper  commission,  and 
to  concert  with  him  and  his  counsellors  the  best 
measures  for  all  parties  to  pursue.  With  this 
view  he  came  to  London  from  his  seat  in  Somer- 
setshire where  he  had  lately  resided,  and,  hav- 
ing- obtained  a  passport  was  on  the  point  of  setting- 
Hisconfe-  off  for  the  sea-coast.  He  had  scarcely  however 
Cromwel.  alighted  at  his  sister's  house,  the  countess  of  Ra- 
nelagh,  having  come  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening, 
when  a  messenger  arrived  to  inform  him  that 
Cromwel  would  wait  upon  him,  being  desirous 
to  see  him.  Broghil  replied  that  there  must  be 
some  mistake,  as  he  had  not  the  honour  of  Crom- 
wel's  acquaintance.  That  officer  however  arrived 
immediately  after,  and,  having  first  expressed  the 
kindness  and  respect  he  entertained  for  this  noble- 
man, proceeded  to  inform  him  that  his  designs 
were  perfectly  known,  and  that,  instead  of  pro- 
ceeding to  Spa  for  his  health  as  his  passport  pur- 
ported, he  was  going  immediately  to  Charles 
Stuart  for  purposes  hostile  to  the  government. 
Broghil  protested  that  he  was  wholly  incapable 
of  any  such  design,  and  begged  the  general  not 
to  believe  it.  Cromwel  upon  this  assured  him 
that  he  had  good  proof  for  what  he  said,  and  that 
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he  could  shew  him  his  own  letters  to  the  purpose,    chap. 

adding  that  they  had   already  been  examined  by    v ' , 

the  council  of  state,  who  had  made  an  order  for       1649. 
his  being  committed  to  the  Tower,   but  that  he, 
Cromwel,  had  obtained  a  delay  in  executing  the 
order,  till   he  should  previously  have  conferred 
with  the  writer.     Broghil,   finding  that  he  was 
discovered,  begged  the  general's  pardon,  thanked 
him  for  his  kindness,  and  requested  his  advice 
what  he  was  to  do.     Cromwel  answered,  that  he 
had  obtained  permission  from  the  council  to  offer 
him  a  command  in  the  Irish  war,   that  he  should 
have  the  authority  of  a  general  officer,  that  no 
oaths  should  be  imposed  upon  him,  and  that  he 
should  only  be  required  to  serve  against  the  Irish 
Catholics.     Broghil    felt  reluctance    to  the  pro- 
posal, and  accordingly  desired  some  time  to  con- 
sider of  the  offer.     But  Cromwel  rejoined  that  no 
time  could  be  allowed,  as,  the  moment  he  left 
Broghil  with  the  offer  unaccepted,  he  would  in- 
stantly be  constituted  a  state-prisoner.    From  this 
hour  Cromwel  and  Broo;hil  were  cordial  friends*. 

Broghil  landed  at  Wexford  in  the  latter  end  of  Surrenda 
October,  and  immediately  rendered  the  lord  lieu-  andotha 
tenant  the  most  important  services.     Aided  partly  ga 
by  his  authority  and  character  in  that  portion  of 
Ireland,  and   partly  by  the  terror  Cromwel   had 


k  Morrice,  Life  of  Orrery,  prefixed  to  the  Orrery  State  Letters. 
Love,  Life  of  Orr<  ry,  apud  ( lollins,  Peerage,  arl .  Boyle.  Carte,  p 
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book    inspired  by  his  severities,  together  with   the  as- 

^  surances  of  .safety  and  security  he  tendered,  he  in 

1649.       the  course  of  two  or  three  weeks  prevailed  on 

Cork,  Youghal,  Bandon   Bridge,  and  Kinsale,  to 

open  their  gates  to  the  conqueror1. 
Waterford         Encouraged  by  the  uninterrupted  train  cf  his 
itself,  successes,  Cromwel   sat  down  before  Waterford 

on  the  twcnty-fourtli   of  November,   but  on  the 

eighth  day  found  himself  obliged  to  break  up  the 
Dungarvan  sieo;e.      He  was  more  successful  at  Duno-arvan : 

taken.  .  .  . 

but  at  this  place  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose 
Death  of  Michael  Jones  by  sickness.  The  manner  in  which 
Cromwel  expresses  himself  on  this  occasion  is 
worthy  to  be  recorded.  "  The  noble  lieutenant- 
general,  whose  finger,  to  our  knowledge,  never 
ached  in  all  these  expeditions,  fell  sick,  upon  a 
cold  taken  in  our  late  wet  march,  and  ill  accom- 
modation, and  went  to  Duno-arvan,  where,  struo- 
gling  some  four  or  five  days  with  a  fever,  he  died, 
having  run  his  course  with  so  much  honour,  cou- 
rage and  fidelity,  as  his  actions  better  speak,  than 
my  pen.  What  England  lost  hereby  is  above  me 
to  speak ;  I  am  sure  I  lost  a  noble  friend  and 
companion  in  labours.  You  see  how  God  min- 
gles out  the  cup  to  usm." 
Dilutions       One  of  the  consequences  of  the  uninterrupted 

of  the  Pro- 
testant roy- 

■lists  and  (  art^  p.  102. 

the  C'atlio-  .  ...  ...  ..... 

liCfi-  (  romwelliana,  p.  74.     C  romwel's  dispatches  during  this  cam- 

paign arc  admirable,  and,  bating  a  few  fanatical  expressions,  may 
arded  as  models  ic  tils'-  species  of  composition. 
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successes  of  Cromwel,  was  the  divisions  to  which 
it  gave  birth  among  the  foe.  The  compromise 
produced  by  Ormond's  peace,  was  of  ill-assorted  ~i64^ 
materials,  ready  to  fall  to  pieces  under  the  first 
discouragement.  The  union  was  of  the  Irish 
Catholics,  whose  aim  had  always  been  to  gain 
the  undivided  sway  of  their  country,  and  of  that 
body  of  Protestants,  against  whom  the  rage  of  the 
Catholics  had  been  directed  in  1641,  and  who  had 
been  ever  since,  amidst  unmitigated  hostilities, 
endeavouring  to  preserve  their  precarious  hold  of 
a  few  strong  points  in  the  country.  The  terror 
of  the  commonwealth  and  of  Cromwel  had  first 
united  them  ;  the  perception  of  their  inefficient 
efforts  to  resist  him,  divided  them.  The  parties 
against  him  were,  first,  the  adherents  of  the  su- 
preme council  and  the  nuncio,  and,  secondly,  the 
followers  of  Ormond,  of  whom  these  had  always 
been  jealous,  and  against  whom  they  had  taken 
refuge  in  Antrim  and  Glamorgan.  The  followers  Avenioaof 
of  Ormond,  it  was  observed,  episcopalians  or  pres- 
byterians,  had  fought  gallantly,  as  long  as  the 
enemy  with  whom  they  had  to  contend  were  the 
Catholics,  the  authors  of  the  revolt  of  1641, 
a  party  they  regarded  with  unmingled  horror. 
But,  when  they  came  to  fight  in  the  same  rank 
with  the  Catholic,  and  against  the  armies  and 
the  government  of  England,  the  case  was  widely 
different.  They  were  now  almost  as  easily  over- 
come, as  the   Irish  had   been  overcome  by  them 


the  former 
to  the 
latter. 
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book  before;  and   the  Catholic    leaders   and   soldiers, 

v    In'   ,  observing-  this,   were  desirous  of  getting  rid  of 

1649.  such  allies.     They  were   little  inclined  to  sacri- 

Jealouaee  ^  c  tjicjr  prejudices,  to  a  party  that  rendered  them 

entertained  c     J  *  *■        *t 

by  the  Co-  n0  service,  but  at  the  same  time  was  as  well  in- 
clined as  ever  to  trample  upon  and  destroy  them, 
if  ever  the  opportunity  should  arrive.  With  the 
greatest  unwillingness  did  they  admit  any  of  Or- 
mond's  Protestant  followers  to  garrison  their  towns, 
even  at  the  moment  when  they  were  most  in 
danger  from  the  army  of  Cromwel.  And  they 
cherished  the  idea,  that,  as  they  had  for  the  last 
seven  or  eight  years  held  uncontroled  possession  of 
nearly  the  whole  island,  so  they  had  only  to  get 
rid  of  the  shackles  of  a  Protestant  lord  lieutenant 
and  his  royalist  forces,  to  be  equally  successful 
against  the  new  invader.  Thus,  at  the  very  time 
that  Cromwel,  by  the  magnitude  and  discipline 
of  his  army,  and  by  his  own  policy  and  military 
talents,  was  bearing  them  down  with  a  weight 
which  it  was  almost  impossible  for  them  to  resist, 
the  enemy  was  undermining  his  own  strength 
with  the  most  fatal  jealousies  and  contentions". 
i65o.  Cromwel  allowed  his  troops  scarcely  two  months' 

successes  of  repose  to  recruit  themselves  in  winter-quarters, 
and  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  January  led  them 
again  into  the  field.  He  had  himself  wintered 
at  Youghal,  and  from  thence  marched  to  Fethard, 

B  Ludlow,  [».  310.     Carte,  passu/). 
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which  surrendered   to  him.     He  detached  at  the    chap. 

same  time  lord  Broghil  against  a  castle  over  the    v / 

mountains  in  the  county  of  Limerick,  which  hav-  i6SO. 
ing  refused  his  first  summons,  and  afterwards 
opened  its  gates,  that  nobleman  gave  the  privates 
quarter,  but  ordered  the  officers,  being  six  in 
number,  to  be  shot.  Cromwel  then  marched 
against  Callen,  a  borough-town,  situated  on  a 
river  of  that  name,  whose  chief  defence  was  three 
castles.  Two  of  them  were  stormed,  and  the  de- 
fenders, an  hundred,  or  an  hundred  and  twenty 
men  in  each,  put  to  the  sword,  and  the  other  sur- 
rendered on  conditions0.  His  next  expedition 
was  against  Gowran,  which  refused  his  summons, 
but  beat  a  parley,  when  a  breach  was  made. 
Cromwel  under  these  circumstances  made  his 
conditions,  that  the  soldiers  should  have  their 
lives,  and  the  officers  surrender  at  discretion. 
These  conditions  they  were  compelled  to  accept, 
and  the  latter  were  sacrificed p. 

Cromwel's    next    enterprise   was   against  Kil-  Reduction 
kenny,  which  had  for  years  been  the  metropolitan  kenny" 
seat  of  the  Catholic  government.      But  this  place 
cost  no  more  trouble  than  the  rest,   and  surren- 
dered to  him  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  March  °<. 

The  last  undertaking  of  the  lord  lieutenant  was  ofcionmd. 
the  reduction  of  Clonmcl,  the  defence  of  which 


0  Cromwelliana,  ]>.  75,  7(5.  Whitlockc,  Fob.  25. 
p  Cromwelliana,  p.  79.  ••  Ibid. 
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boo  iv  was  conducted  by  Hugh,  the  son  of  OwenONeile, 
v*11'  and  was  infinitely  more  gallant  and  obstinate  than 
any  thing  Cromwel  had  experienced  in  any  other 
town  of  Ireland.  Great  endeavours  were  made, 
for  the  relief  of  the  place  :  Ormond,  Castlehaven, 
and  the  Irish  leaders  summoned  the  neighbouring 
country,  with  a  view  to  reinforce  the  garrison. 
But  colonel  Reynolds  and  sir  Theophilus  Jones, 
brothertothelate  lieutenant-general,  were  marched 
from  Dublin,  with  a  stout  body  of  two  or  three 
thousand  horse  and  foot,  to  counteract  this  mea- 
sure, and  accordingly  it  came  to  nothing r.  At 
the  same  time  lord  Roche  and  the  Catholic  bishop 
of  Ross  advanced  on  another  side,  and  were  en- 
countered bv  Broffhil,  who  defeated  them.  In 
this  encounter  he  killed  about  seven  hundred  of 
the  enemy,  and  made  twenty  of  their  officers  pri- 
soners. Among  the  latter  was  the  bishop,  who, 
being  reported  to  have  been  particularly  san- 
guinary in  his  counsels  against  the  English,  was, 
by  Broghil's  orders,  conducted  to  the.  foot  of  the 
walls  of  a  neighbouring  castle,  garrisoned  with 
his  own  followers,  and  there  hanged,  the  English 
commander  intimating  to  them  that,  if  they  did 
not  immediately  surrender,  they  must  expect  the 
same  treatment.  This  menace  produced  the  de- 
sired effect9. 


r  Carte,  p.  115.     Perfect  Politician,  p.  60. 
'Ibid.     W  hitlocke,  May  25. 
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The  defenders  of  Clonmel  were  all  of  them  chap. 
Catholics  from  the  province  of  Ulster,  who  had  ^_tX'  t 
been  for  years  under  the  discipline  of  Owen  i65o. 
O'Neile,  the  only  accomplished  military  character 
that  had  appeared  in  their  cause.  In  consequence 
the  resistance  was  most  determined.  Cromwel, 
who  was  called  for  to  return  immediately  to  Eng- 
land, could  not  afford  the  time  to  reduce  the  place 
by  famine.  He  therefore  resolved  to  storm  the 
place.  Having  effected  a  breach  on  the  ninth  of 
May,  his  soldiers  entered  the  town,  but  were  so 
warmly  received  that  they  were  once  driven  out 
again.  An  eminent  commander,  who  assisted  in 
the  action,  reported  :  "  We  found  in  Clonmel  the 
stoutest  enemy  that  our  army  has  encountered  in 
Ireland  ;  and  it  is  my  opinion,  and  that  of  many 
more,  that  no  storm  of  so  long  continuance,  and 
so  gallantly  contended,  has  been  seen  in  these 
wars,  either  in  England  or  Ireland." 

Night  coming  on,  the  action  ceased,  and  the 
town  beat  to  a  parley.  Cromwel,  glad  to  get 
possession  of  the  place,  easily  agreed  to  honour- 
able terms.  It  was  not  till  after  siffnine  the  con- 
ditions,  that  he  discovered  that  Huo-h  O'Neile 
and  the  garrison  had  secretly  withdrawn  from 
the  place,  as  soon  as  the  battle  was  over,  and  be- 
fore the  parley  commenced*. 

1  Cromwelliana,  p.  81.      Whitlocke,   May  38.      Ludlow,  p   307, 
308.     Perfect  Politician,  p.  70,  71. 
VOL.    II!.  M 
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i;  o  o  k  One  of  the  modes  of  policy  by  which  Cromwel 

m'  eminently  contributed  to  the  tranquillising  Ire- 
land,   was    the    permission    he    granted    to    the 

JiH.ius  en.  Catholics  who  had  been  engaged  in  the  rebellion, 

11 ' !"  *!  to   enlist  in  foreign  service.     Both  France  and 

service  of 


foreign        Spain  shewed  themselves  greatly  disposed  to  re- 
cruit their  armies  from  this  source;  and  the  officers 
avIio  had  been  engaged  on  the  unfortunate  side  in 
the  English  civil  wars,  were  too  happy  to  be  em- 
ployed in  raising  regiments  for  this  purpose.     It 
is  computed  that  twenty-five  thousand  men  were 
thus  transported  to  the  coast  of  Spain,  the  Irish 
Catholics  being  eagerly  disposed  for  the  service 
of  that  crown  ;  while  twenty  thousand  were  en- 
gaged to  recruit  the  forces  of  France". 
ireton  lord       Munster  was  no  sooner  reduced  by  the  instru- 
MunstTr10    mentality  of  lord  Broghil  and  other  eminent  per- 
sons whose  estates  lay  in  that  country,  than  Ireton 
was  appointed  by  parliament  lord  president  of  the 
Cookechief  provincev.     At  the  same  time  Cooke,  who  had 
justice.        officiated  as  solicitor  for  the  commonwealth  on 
the  trial  of  the  king,  was  made  by  Cromwel  chief 
justice  of  Munsterw. 


u  Clarendon,  Vol.  TIT,  p.  361,  362.      v  Journals,  Dec,  4, 1649. 
w  Ludlow,  p.  311.  See  also,  title-page  to  Monarchy  no  Creature 
of  Gods  Making,  published  by  Cooke  in  1652. 
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CHAPTER    X. 

LILBURNE. HIS     PUBLICATIONS. HE     TAMPERS 

WITH  THE  SOLDIERY. MUTINY  AT  OXFORD. 

LILBURNE  OFFERS  TO  WITHDRAW  TO  AMERICA. 
HIS  TRIAL. 

We  have  already  related  the  political  conduct  of   c  n  a  p. 

Lilburne,  and  the  events  connected  with  it  in  the  ^      ^ 

early  part  of  the  year  1649.     He  had  been  libe-  1649. 

rated  from  confinement  on  the  eighteenth  of  July;  mined 

and   from   that  time  the   government   would   no  LXumc. 
doubt  have  been  well  contented  to  have  left  him 
unnoticed  and  unmolested,  if  he  had  been  willing1 

9  O 

to  adopt  an  inoffensive  conduct.  But  such  were 
not  the  purposes  of  their  adversary.  His  spirit 
was  unsubdued  by  the  hardships  he  had  ex- 
perienced. On  the  contrary,  as,  after  having  se- 
riously consulted  in  what  manner  he  should  be 
proceeded  against,  they  suffered  the  affair  to  die 
away  in  silence,  he  was  but  the  more  incited  to 
intrigue  against  a  government  which  allowed 
itself  to  be  insulted  with  impunity.  They  re- 
solved to  defend  themselves  against  the  future 
assaults  of  Lilburne  and  persons  of  a  similar  cha- 
racter, by  a  new  law  of  treasons  enacted  in  May, 

M  2 
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book    and  reenacted  with  a  few  variations  on  the  seven- 

v _j    teenth  of  July,  the  day  previous  to  his  liberation. 

i64o.  But  this  audacious  and  intrepid  sower  of  sedition 
seems  to  have  made  no  account  of  their  statute. 
He  saw  in  it  a  new  feature,  avoided  in  the  act  of 
treasons  of  Edward  the  Third,  bare  words  being 
made  treason  on  the  present  occasion  :  and  he 
seems  to  have  relied  on  the  disreputableness  of 
this  innovation,  and  on  the  effects  of  his  own 
popularity,  intrepidity  and  eloquence,  to  preserve 
him  from  the  consequences,  if  he  should  be  pro- 
secuted under  this  law. 
He  medu  In  what  had  passed  he  saw  every  thing  to  en- 
funherag-  courage  him.  The  insurrection  was  put  down; 
but  he,  its  author,  was  unshorn  of  any  of  his  means 
to  create  confusion  and  contest.  He  determined 
therefore  again  to  take  the  field,  and  to  overturn 
the  system  now  established,  or  to  perish  in  the 
attempt.  He  built  upon  the  fulness  of  his  powers. 
He  saw  an  usurping  government,  unsupported, 
nay,  in  secret  condemned,  by  the  nation  they 
undertook  to  rule.  Every  thing  in  this  case  de- 
pended on  the  silent  lapse  of  months  and  of  years. 
An  usurping  government  in  time  becomes  a  le- 
gitimate one.  But  the  present  men  were  newly 
seated  at  the  helm.  They  had  not  opinion  in 
their  favour  ;  they  were  generally  looked  upon  as 
upstarts,  and  with  dislike;  and  they  had  nothing 
to  support  them  but  their  character  for  sagacity 
and  talent,  and  the  devotedness  of  a  small  band 


tates 
furtJ- 
gressiona 
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of  men,  who  confided  in  their  integrity,  and  sym- 


pathised with   them  in  their  fervent  passion  for 
political  liberty,  religious  toleration,  and  a  frame       1649. 
of  mind  favourable  to  the  growth  of  national  in- 
dependence and  virtue. 

Unawed  and  exasperated  by  the  situation  in  style  m 
which  he  stood,  a  prisoner  in  the  Tower,  com-  attacks 'tL 
mitted  on  suspicion  of  treason,  he  published  on  j^m" 
the  eighth  of  June  a  political  discourse  of  seventy- 
five  crowded  pages,  entitled  The  Legal  Funda- 
mental Liberties  of  the  People  of  England  Re- 
vived, Asserted  and  Vindicated.  In  this  piece 
he  says,  "  The  remainder  of  the  few  knights,  ci- 
tizens and  burgesses,  that  colonel  Pride  thought 
convenient  to  leave,  as  most  fit  for  his  and  his 
masters  designs  to  destroy  the  good  old  laws, 
liberties  and  customs  of  England,  and  by  force  of 
arms  to  rob  the  people  of  their  lives,  estates  and 
properties,  cannot  properly  be  called  the  nations 
or  peoples  parliament,  but  the  parliament  of  Pride 
and  his  associates."  And  again  :  "  By  purging 
parliament,  and  suffering  none  to  sit,  but  for  the 
major  part  a  company  of  absolute  schoolboys,  who, 
like  good  boys,  will  say  their  lessons  after  their 
lords  and  masters,  and  so  be  a  screen,  with  the 
name  of  a  parliament,  and  the  shadow  of  authority, 
to  pick  the  peoples  pockets,  they  have  placed 
themselves  in  parallel  to  none  but  a  company  of 
murderers,  thieves  and  robbers,  who  may  justly 
be  dispossessed   by  the  first   force  that   is  able   to 


III. 
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BOOK  do  it."  Further  on,  he  styles  them  "  a  company 
of  bloody  and  inhuman  butchers."  And  towards 
the  close  he  addresses  the  men  whom  he  con- 
sidered as  at  the  head  of  the  government,  "  Oh, 
Cromwel,  Fairfax,  Ireton,  Haselrig,  1  will  answer 
you,  as  Shadrach,  Mesliach  and  Abednego  of  old 
answered  your  brother-tyrant,  Nebuchadnezzar." 

Hischal-  Finding  no  change  produced   in  his   situation 

by  this  effort,  towards  the  close  of  the  month  he 
tried  the  effect  of  a  letter  to  Cornelius  Holland, 
one  of  the  members  of  the  council  of  state,  con- 
taining a  proposal  which  we  should  now  consider 
•as  ludicrous.  "  Let  the  house  of  commons,"  he 
says,  "  chuse  two  men,  and  let  me  chuse  other 
two,  and  let  these  four,  if  they  cannot  agree,  fix 
on  a  fifth.  Let  the  debate  be  public,  and  let  me 
have  free  leave  to  speak  for  myself:  and,  if  my 
innocency  be  not  thus  established,  I  will  forfeit 
and  lose  all  I  have,  and  my  life  to  boot."  He 
adds,  "  If  this  proposition  is  not  accepted  within 
the  next  five  days,  I  shall  hold  myself  free  to  do 
what  I  can  in  anatomising  what  I  know  publicly 
or  privately  of  you  and  your  associates a."  This 
letter  obtained  no  notice. 

1 1  tins  his  On  the  seventeenth  of  July  Lilburne  addressed 
a  letter  to  lord  Grey  of  Groby,  Henry  Marten,  and 
two  other  members  of  parliament,  stating  that  his 
son  had  died  of  the  small-pox  the  day  before,  and 

'  Impeachment  of  Cromwel  and  Ireton,  p.  .%  6. 
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that  his  wife  and  two  other  children  were  ill,  and 
expressing  his  desire  under  this  circumstance  that 
lie  might  be  allowed  a  few  days'  liberty  to  visit  1649. 
themb.  The  next  day  Henry  Marten  moved  the 
house  of  commons  that  he  should  be  liberated  ac- 
cordingly on  security,  which  was  granted0. 

This  indulgence  seems  for  a  short  time  to  have  Publishes 
interrupted  the  hostilities  of  the  disturber.      But  peachment 

1  A  a  1  l  •       r  ,1  of  Cromwel 

early  in  August  he  appeared  again  from  the  press  and  ir 
with  a  publication  which  he  entitled  an  Impeach- 
ment of  IIio.li  Treason  against  Cromwel  and  Ire- 
ton.  The  body  of  this  tract  purports  to  be  the 
copy  of  a  speech  delivered  by  Lilburne  at  the  bar 
of  the  house  of  commons  on  the  nineteenth  of 
January  1G48,  when  he  had  been  summoned  to 
give  an  account  of  a  tumultuous  meeting  to  which 
he  had  been  a  party  d.  In  the  course  of  this  speech 
he  has  interwoven  a  charge  against  Cromwel,  on 
the  old  story  of  his  having  been  won  over  by  the 
king  with  the  offer  of  being  made  earl  of  Essex 
and  knight  of  the  garter0.  For  this  story  Lil- 
burne quotes  at  second  hand  a  lady  of  quality, 
doubtless  lady  Carlisle0.  He  adds,  "Cromwel 
and  Iretons  present  animosity  against  the  king 
(this  speech  was  delivered  about  a  fortnight  after 
the  vote  of  non-addresses)  is  merely  because  he 

b  Preparative  to  line  ami  Cry,  p.  38.  '  Journals. 

J  Rushworth,  p.  969,  says,  be  made  a  large,  if  not  a  tediou-  an- 
swer to  tlir  information  against  him. 

"  See  Vol.  II,  p,  K»M. 
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book    has  forsaken  them,  and  accepted  a  better  bargain 
v_     _j    Iron)  the  Scots.'"     lie  proceeds,   "  After  this  gross 
1649.       apostasy  of  Croniwel,   whoever   means   to   settle 
o-ood  laws,  must  act  with  a  sinister  or  evil  opinion 
of  all  mankind.   Though  Cromvvel  may  now  seem 
to  face  about,  and  intend  just  and  righteous  things, 
yet  after  these   intrigues  what  rational  man  can 
place  reliance  upon  him,  that  he  will  effect  any 
real  good  V — Cromwel   and   Ireton  were,  at  the 
time  of  this  publication,  earnestly  engaged  in  the 
Irish  campaign. 
Outcry  of         But  these  assaults  from  the  press  were  by  no 
Men  and      means  calculated  to  satiate  the   animosity  of  his 
j?ces.ren"       determined  spirit.      He  considered  his   main  re- 
source  as   lying   in  the    sympathy   and   concord 
which  had  existed  between  him  and  certain  mem- 
bers of  the  army.      He  was   fully  aware   of  the 
popularity  that,  attended  him,  of  the  speciousness 
of  the  topics  he  employed,  and  of  the  qualifications 
of  intrepidity  and  eloquence  with  which  he  was 
endowed.      Finding  therefore  his  tract  of  the  Im- 
peachment of  Cromwel  and  Ireton  productive  of 
no  immediate  effect,  he  brought  out  another  to- 
wards the  close  of  the  month,  entitled  An  Outcry 
of  the  Young  Men  and  Apprentices  of  London, 
addressed  to  the   Private  Soldiers  of  the  Army, 
more    especially  of   the   General's   Regiment  of 
Horse,  that  helped   to  plunder  and  destroy  the 
I  lonest  and  True-hearted  Englishmen,  traitorously 
defeated  at  Burford.    This  tract  has  the  signature 
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of  ten  apprentices,  and  addresses  the  soldiers  in    chap. 

the  following  manner :   "  Do  you  own  the  abo-    v '    j 

niinable  and  treacherous  dealings  of  your  general  1649. 
and  lieutenant-general  ?  Do  you  approve  the  total 
defection  of  the  army  under  which  it  now  lies? 
Will  you  hold  up  your  swords  to  maintain  the 
total  abolition  of  the  people's  choicest  interest, 
frequent  and  successive  parliaments  ?"  The  re- 
monstrants go  on  :  "  We  will  never  by  popular 
petitions  address  ourselves  to  the  men  sitting  at 
Westminster  any  more,  or  take  notice  of  them  but 
as  so  many  tyrants  and  usurpers,  and  will  en- 
deavour to  hinder  all  others  from  doing  so." 
Finally,  they  urge  the  soldiers,  "  as  a  pledge  of 
their  future  correspondence  and  sympathy,  to 
chuse  from  among  themselves  two  of  the  ablest, 
most  constant  and  faithful  men  in  each  troop  and 
company, "  to  proceed  in  the  way  of  a  council  of 
agitators,  after  the  model  of  that  in  1647. 

The  beo-innino:  of  September  seems  to  be  the  Tampers 
period  which  was  fixed  on  by  Lilburne  and  his  soldiery, 
fellow  conspirators,  for  their  grand  effort  to  over- 
turn the  existing  government.  On  the  sixth  we 
find  him  busied  in  distributing  copies  of  the  Out- 
cry among  the  soldiers  of  Fairfax's  regiment  of 
horsef.  The  government,  aware  of  his  dangerous 
qualities,  had  tried  all  expedients  beforehand,  to 
mitigate  lii.s   hostility.     They  had   enlarged  him 


1  Evidence  oi  Tooke,  Lcwib  and  Skinner,  on  Lilburne's  Trial. 
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book  upon  security.  They  gave  Walwyn,  Prince  and 
vj~  ,  (  Kerton  the  liberty  of  the  Tower 6.  Several  mem- 
1649.  bers  of  the  house  and  of  the  army  had  a  meeting 
with  some  of  those  called  Levellers,  to  confer  to- 
gether, and  endeavour  to  effect  a  right  under- 
standing11. 
Mutiny  at  But  these  attempts  were  wholly  abortive.  The 
more  the  government  appeared  to  stand  in  awe  of 
the  conspirators,  the  more  these  latter  were  con- 
firmed and  encouraged  in  their  undertakings. 
The  measures  of  conciliation  last  mentioned,  seem 
likewise  to  have  had  the  defect  of  coming  too  late. 
Letters,  dated  on  the  sixth,  relative  to  a  disturb- 
ance in  the  garrison  of  Oxford,  were  read  a  few 
days  after  in  the  house  of  commons1.  The  regi- 
ment of  Ingoldsby,  governor  of  Oxford,  appears 
from  these  letters,  to  have  risen  in  mutiny,  to  have 
imprisoned  their  officers,  to  have  set  guards,  and 
fortified  New  College.  They  chose  agitators  from 
the  ranks  agreeably  to  the  recommendation  of 
Lilburne,  and  voted  certain  demands,  requiring 
from  the  parliament  that  the  present  representa- 
tive should  be  dissolved,  and  a  new  one  forthwith 
summoned.  The  time  however  for  a  serious  in- 
terruption of  the  public  tranquillity  from  this 
source  was  gone  by.  The  admirable  conduct  of 
Fairfax  and  Cromwel  in  the  May  of  the  present 
year  appears  to  have  won   the  hearts  of  the  sol- 

*  Journals,  Sept. 7.      ''  Whitlocke,  Sept.7.      '  Journals,  Sept.  11. 
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diers  in  general.  The  officers,  though  under  arrest, 
found  means  to  enter  into  discourse  with  the  men 
who  guarded  them,  and  presently  discovered  that  1049. 
they  were  not  all  of  one  mind  on  the  subject  of 
the  mutiny.  Without  delay  therefore,  they  forced 
their  way  through  the  guard,  and  came  to  the  go- 
vernor. After  a  brief  consultation,  it  was  resolved 
to  try  the  authority  of  the  officers  with  the  garri- 
son, company  after  company,  and  it  was  submitted 
to.  One  of  the  agitators  only,  on  horseback,  killed 
a  soldier  who  endeavoured  to  stop  him,  and  then 
the  whole  of  these  ephemeral  magistrates  were 
made  prisoners.  New  College  surrendered  ;  and 
the  entire  garrison  immediately  expressed  their 
satisfaction  at  being  emancipated  from  the  influ- 
ence of  those  who  had  temporarily  seduced  themk. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Order  Book  of  Council,  Sep-  under- 
tember  the  tenth,  that  letters  were  intercepted,  JSwewfthe 
shewing-  the   joining:  of  the  Levellers   with  the  Le;ellers 

O  J  o  and  the 

king's  party.  And  this  is  in  some  degree  confirmed  royalists, 
by  a  passage  in  the  Outcry  of  the  Apprentices, 
where  Lilburne  says,  addressing  the  private  sol- 
diers of  the  army1,  "You  did  not  engage  in  the 
least  with  any  thoughts  of  destroying,  but  of  re- 
gulating, kingship." 

It  is  in  vain  however  to   deny  that  the  govern-  Want  of 
ment  shewed  a  want  of  its  usual  sagacity  on  this  Jhewnby 
occasion.     There  is  some  absence  of  firmness  and  !'^.llf."vorn~ 
character  in  the  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  rulers  to 


k  w  hitlock( .  Si  pt.  8,  11,  p.  4. 


newed. 
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book    open  a  ne&rociation  with  the  Levellers.    And  their 

^_  intelligence  was  plainly  detective,  since  the  day 

1649.       on  which  it  appears  to  have  taken  place,  was  one 

day  later  than  the  date  of  the  letters  giving  an 

account  of  the  mutiny  at  Oxford. 

Prosccu-  The  period  of  mercy  and  negociation  towards 

tion  of  I.il-    _  it-  i  • 

bume  re-  Lilburne  and  Ins  coadjutors  was  now  over;  and, 
the  same  day  that  the  mutiny  at  Oxford  was  re- 
ported in  parliament,  the  Outcry  of  the  Appren- 
tices was  read  in  the  house,  and  an  order  was 
made  that  the  commissioners  of  the  seal  should 
forthwith  issue  a  commission  of  oyer  and  terminer, 
for  the  trial  of  such  persons  as  were  concerned  in 
that  publication,  and  others  who  might  be  charged 
with  the  offences  described  in  the  late  act  of  trea- 
sons111. Three  days  after,  Lilburne  was  conducted 
by  the  lieutenant  of  the  Tower  to  the  chambers  of 
Prideaux,  the  attorney-general,  in  the  Temple,  for 
a  private  examination,  of  which  Lilburne  publish- 
ed an  account".  On  the  nineteenth  an  order  of 
council   was  made  for  his  close   imprisonment0. 


m  Journals,  Sept.  11. 

n  Entitled,  Strength  out  of  Weakness. 

0  Order  Book.  The  information  that  is  to  be  gained  from  the 
Order  Book  of  Council  is  not  exactly  such  as  might  previously 
have  been  expected.  Directions  are  recorded  to  have  been  given, 
that,  (i Certain  books,  now  ready  to  come  forth,  should  be  sought 
for  in  a  certain  place."  Order  Book,  Aug.  20,  Sept.  18.  The  ex- 
pression implies  thai  the  titles  of  the  books  were  specified:  but 
11  events  we  may  be  sure,  that  the  authority  on  which  the 
search  was  to  be  made,  named  the  "certain  place"  where  the 
books  w(  r<   1  epi  cted  to  be  found. 
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The    court  appointed   for   his   trial  consisted   of   chap. 

Keble,  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  great  seal,    v ^ 

eight  puisne  judges,  the  lord  mayor,  the  recorder,       1649. 
the  common  Serjeant,  nine  aldermen,  and  twenty 
other  persons  p. 

Seeing  all  these  preparations,  Lilburne  at  length  offers  to 
became  strongly  impressed  with  the  persuasion  Americ^'0 
that  the  government  would  be  satisfied  with 
nothing  less  than  his  conviction  and  capital 
punishment.  In  a  paper  therefore,  entitled  the 
Innocent  Mans  Second  Proffer,  dated  the  twenty- 
second  of  October,  he  offers,  having  first  received 
the  arrears  due  to  him  from  the  vote  of  compen- 
sation for  his  sufferings  in  the  star-chamber, 
which  were  detained  from  him  during  his  impri- 
sonment by  sir  Arthur  Haselrig  and  others,  and 
being  allowed  the  society  of  those  who  were  will- 
ing to  accompany  him,  to  transport  himself  to 
some  part  of  America  or  the  West  Indies,  and 
thus  free  the  government  from  the  fear  of  any 
further  molestation  from  him. — Of  this  offer  no 
notice  was  taken. 

Three  days  after  this  date,  he  was  brought  be-  His  trial, 
fore  the  court  for  his  trial.     The  trial  was  a  me-  iieisac- 
rnorable  one.      It  lasted  two  days,  and  terminated  qui 
with  a  verdict  of  acquittal.     There  were  many  Reasons  of 
circumstances   that  contributed  to  this.     No  Ian-  1.  His  in- 
guage  could  be  more  seditious  and  contumelious  ta'^aniy 

founded  on 

the  intern- 

p  Sec  the  Trial.  Pcrnncc  of 

Ins  writings. 
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hook    than  that  of  many  passages  which  were  produced 
.  from  Lilburnes  publications.    And  such  lano;uao;e, 

1649.  by  the  new  laws  of  May  and  July  last,  was  trea- 
son. But  it  was  in  vain  that  such  laws  were  pro- 
mulgated. The  deep-rooted  prejudices  of  the 
people  of  England  taught  them  that  mere  con- 
tumely and  scurrility,  however  offensively  ex- 
pressed, could  never  constitute  a  crime  for  which 
a  man  should  forfeit  his  life.  Lilburne  indeed  had 
done  that  abundantly,  which  directly  tended  to 
raise  up  the  soldiery  in  disobedience  to  the  civil  and 
military  authorities  of  their  country ;  and  this  both 
by  the  old  and  the  new  law  was  treason.  But  in 
the  indictment  and  the  prosecution  the  two  offences 
were  mingled  ;  and  the  insufficiency  of  the  first 
operated  to  take  out  the  sting  of  the  last. 
2.  He  was  Add  to  which,  he  was  unfairly  treated  by  his 
treated  by  judges.  He  stood  constantly  and  inflexibly  on 
bis  judges  tjie  p0jn^  tnat  he  ought  to  be  allowed  counsel  to 
plead  in  his  behalf.  He  urged  in  support  of  his 
demand :  "  I  know  very  well,  and  I  read  in 
your  own  law-books  such  a  prerogative,  as  that 
in  cases  of  treason  no  counsel  shall  plead  against 
the  king ;  but  this  was  but  a  usurped  prerogative 
of  the  late  king ;  and  it  has  been  pretended,  with 
all  other  arbitrary  prerogatives  and  unjust  usurpa- 
tions, to  have  been  taken  away  with  him :  other- 
wise the  name  only  and  the  title  of  king  are  taken 
away,  and  the  power  and  hurtful  tyranny  remain." 
Tli is  demand  was  refused.      He  was  also  refused 
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a  copy  of  his  indictment,  and  time  to  summon 
witnesses.     The  indictment  was  first  read  to  him 
on  the  day  on  which  the  jury  was   impanneled,       1649 
and  the  court  went  on  to  the  conclusion  with  no 
further  delay. 

But  that  which  operated  most  in  his  favour  was  3.  ne  dis- 
the  incomparable  courage  with  which  he  met  the  LTuicom- 
accusation.     His  presence  of  mind  never  deserted  [Jjjjll 
him  for  a  moment.      He  seized  on  all  points  with  and  sub. 
the  most  wonderful  skill  and  subtlety.      He  was  tlety> 
temperate  and  intemperate  at  once ;  never  com- 
porting- himself  with  insolence,  and  yet  uttering 
from  time  to  time  things  of  the  utmost  severity  and 
contempt.     He  put  both  judges  and  counsel  per- 
petually in  the  wrong.     He  defended  himself  with 
an  air  of  solemnity,   integrity  and    self-sacrifice, 
that  wholly  overawed  his  jury.    He  was  abundant 
in  religious  appeal,  and  employed  a  style  of  con- 
scious innocence  and  usefulness  that  has  never 
been  exceeded.     Above  all  this  perhaps  we  are 
to  place  the  astonishing  acuteness  and  logic  that 
pervaded  every  thing  he  said. 

Lilburne  was  treated  by  the  court  that  tried  him  4.  The 
in  the  most  unjust  and  overbearing  manner.      But  Sedhim 
when  was  it  otherwise  ?  What  are  courts  of  jus-  "•lst0° 

J  numerous; 

tice?  and  what  are  trials  for  treason?  where  the  a,ul  e?n- 

taioed  too 

well  paid  and  the  luxurious  sit  in  judgment  upon  manj  per. 

ill  i  r  •      1  •     •  i        1  •  sons  of  high 

a  helpless   and    unfortunate    individual,  against  station. 
whom  the  entire  government  of  the  country  is  the 
prosecuting  party.      It  was  not  judicious  to  make 
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book    one  of  the  keepers  of  the  seal,  with  eight  members 

L   m;  i    of  the  bench  of  justice,  and  thirty-two  other  emi- 

~~u^T    nent  persons,  the  court  to  try  him.     It  looked  too 

much  as  if  they  had  determined  to  destroy  him. 
( iinracnr  Never  in  any  other  country  than  England  could 
of  his  jury.  ^^  a  trjaj  jjave  0CCurred,  with  such  a  termina- 
tion. He  must  be  little  of  an  Englishman  who 
does  not  feel  himself  elevated  with  the  scene. 
The  men  who  decided  the  fate  of  Lilburne,  were 
not  men  determined  to  acquit  him  at  all  events. 
They  were  desirous  to  do  justice,  and  to  dis- 
charge their  consciences.  They  decided  agree- 
ably to  the  best  judgment  they  possessed.  They 
knew  the  extent  of  the  issue  that  was  confided  to 
them  ;  and  they  had  the  courage  to  do  what  they 
believed  it  became  them  to  do. 
Reflections.  It  is  curious  to  consider  the  termination  of  such 
a  scene.  Did  it  do  harm?  No;  but  much  good. 
The  government  could  not  well  have  excused 
themselves  from  the  prosecution.  But  they  con- 
ducted it  ill.  If  they  had  done  otherwise,  Lil- 
burne would  probably  have  forfeited  his  life.  So 
much  the  worse.  Blood  should  not  unnecessarily 
be  spilled.  The  lesson  this  scene  taught  to  its  con- 
temporaries was  not  a  lesson  of  riot,  insolence  and 
confusion.  On  the  contrary,  Englishmen  learned 
to  be  proud  of  themselves  and  their  country,  and 
to  consider  how  they  should  proceed  in  a  manner 
worthy  of  the  advantages  they  possessed. 
He  is  Jibe.        Lilburne  was  liberated   from   his   confinement 


rated. 
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on  the  eighth  of  November.  He  was  a  most  for- 
midable adversary  to  the  government;  but  he 
was  scarcely  less  so  (his  publications  going  on  1&49. 
uninterruptedly)  in  prison,  than  at  large.  And  the 
council  was  of  too  magnanimous  a  temper,  to  be 
able  to  resolve  to  retain  a  man  in  custody,  who 
had  been  tried,  and  acquitted  by  a  jury  1. 


1  There  is  a  strange  and  unaccountable  gap  in  Whitlocke's 
Memorials  in  the  latter  end  of  October,  the  period  of  Lilburne's 
trial.  There  is  a  similar  gap  in  the  month  of  November.  Echard 
relates  (anno  1675)  that,  at  the  time  of  the  Restoration,  Whitlocke's 
wife  burned  many  of  his  papers,  by  that  means  rendering  his 
Memorials  less  perfect  than  they  would  otherwise  have  been.  His 
work  is  further  said  (Oldmixon  :  Clarendon  and  Whitlocke  Com- 
pared) to  have  been  garbled  by  the  earl  of  Anglesey,  by  whom  it 
was  sent  to  the  press.  It  would  have  been  desirable  to  have  seen 
the  observations  of  the  annalist  on  this  extraordinary  event.  Whit- 
locke is  by  no  means  a  profound  man ;  and  his  remarks  on  some 
of  the  most  considerable  affairs,  are  often  in  a  style  of  mere  com- 
mon-place garrulity.  But  he  was  an  eminent  lawyer,  a  member 
of  the  council,  and  greatly  implicated  in  the  politics  of  the  times. 


VOF.    IN.  \ 
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SECOND  YEAR  of  the  COMMONWEALTH. 


COUNCIL  OF  STATE, 


Installed  February  the 

William  Earl  of  Salisbury. 
Basil  Earl  of  Denbigh. 
Philip  Viscount  Lisle. 
Thomas  Lord  Grey  of  Groby. 
Bulstrodc  Whitlockc,  )  Keepers  of 
John  Lisle,  >  the  Seal. 

Henry  Rolle,  Chief  Justice. 
Oliver  St.  John,  Chief  Justice. 
John  Wild,  Chief  Baron. 
Thomas  Lord  Fairfax. 
Oliver  Cromwel,  Lord    Lieut,   of 

Ireland. 
Philip  Skippon. 
Sir  Arthur  Haselrig,  Bart. 
Sir  Gilbert  Pickering,  Bart. 
Sir  William  Masham,  Bart. 
Sir  William  Arminc,  Bart. 
Sir  William  Constable,  Bart. 
Sir  Henry  Vane,  Knt. 


Eighteenth,  1650  s. 

Sir  Henry  Mildmay,  Knt. 
Sir  James  Harrington,  Knt. 
Henry  Marten. 
John  Bradshaw. 
Valentine  Wanton. 
William  Purefoy. 
Robert  Wallop. 
John  Hutchinson. 
Anthony  Stapeley. 
William  Ileveningham. 
Dennis  Bond. 
Alexander  Popham. 
John  Jones. 
Aid.  Rowland  Wilson. 
Aid.  Isaac  Pennington. 
Edmund  Ludlow. 
Thomas  Scot. 
Cornelius  Holland. 
Luke  Robinson. 


Edward  Lord  Howard  of  Escrick. 
Sir  Peter  Wentworth,  Knt. 
Thomas  Chaloner. 


John  Gurdon. 
Herbert  Morlcy. 


3  Order  Book  of  Council. 


170 


CHAPTER   XL 

NEW     COUNCIL     OF     STATE.- — ITS    DISTRIBUTION' 

INTO   COMMITTEES. LAW    APPOINTMENTS. 

PROVISION  VOTED   BY   PARLIAMENT  FOR    SOME 
OF  ITS  MOST  DESERVING  SERVANTS. 

The  time  was  now  arrived  for  reelectino:  the  coun- 
cil  of  state.  They  had  been  chosen  in  February 
1649,  and  were  to  continue  in  office  for  one  year.  igIo. 
On  the  twelfth  of  February  1050  the  question  of  SfrfSE 
their  reelection  was  brought  forward  in  parlia- 
ment. The  names  of  the  members  of  the  former 
council  were  called  overa.  Philip  earl  of  Pem- 
broke had  died  on  the  twenty-third  of  January1'; 
and  three  of  the  members  of  the  preceding  coun- 
cil, Edmund  earl  of  Mulgrave,  William  lord  Grey 
of  Werke,  and  sir  John  Danvers,  knight,  were 
rejected.  The  other  thirty-seven  were  rechosen0; 
and,  eight  days  after,  five  new  members  were 
added,  Edward  lord  Howard  of  Escrick,  sir  Peter 
Wentwortli,  knight,  Thomas  Chaloner,  John  Gur- 
don,  and  Herbert  Morley0. 

The  arrangement  and  distribution  of  the  council   its  distri- 
bution into 
— committees. 

1  Journals.  b  Whitlocke.  Journals. 

\  2 
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BOOK  si  '     is  well  entitled  to  our  attention.     It  ap- 

v, ^.    pears  at  the  beginning-  of  the  second  year  of  the 

mmonwealth.  that,  as  one  of  their  first  acts, 
they  renewed  five  commit-  -  \  their  own  body, 
tor  the  arYairs  oi  the  ordnan,  the  admira 

and  of  Ireland,  with  one  tor  private  examinations, 
and  one  tor  negociations  with  foreign  powers'1. 
In  the  third  year  the  latter  of  these  is  dropped, 
and   we  find  in  lieu   of  it   a  committee  of  lawe. 

e  committee  of  the  admiralty  and  navy  was 
rirst  named  on  the  twelfth  of  March,  twentv-three 
days  from  the  original  instalment  of  the  council 

si  te,  and  then  consisted  of  only  three  persons, 

Vane,  Valentine  Wanton,  and  alderman  Rowland 

V\  ilsonf.    1  thers,  Jones  and  Scot,  were  added 

in  the  course  of  the  month',  and  two  more,  Pure- 

y  and  Stapeley.  on  the  sixth  of  Juneh.     Vane 

s  all  along:  the  principal  person  in  the  care  of 
the  navy  of  England ;  and,  when  the  war  broke 
out  between  the  Dutch  and  the  English,  he  and 
two  or  three  more  were  appointed  commissioners 
I  conduct  it1,  and  to  his  activity  and  skill  con- 
temporary writers  principally  ascribe  the  me- 
morable success  in  which  that  contest  issued'. 
The  other  committees  varied  in  their  amount  be- 

reb.  16.  e  Ibid,  Mar.  1,  1651. 

See  -  Book.  M  .  1649. 

fc  Order  B. 

.zms,apmd  I  New 
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ing  from  seven,  to  ten  or  twelve  members  each, 
the  same  counsellor  of  state  beins"  often  on  dif- 
ferent  committees.  But  ^reat  advantages  no  doubt 
accrued  from  this  methodical  distribution  of  the 
business  of  administration.  The  council  at  laro-e, 
whose  Order  Books  are  preserved,  assembled  for 
the  general  affairs  of  government,  and  to  them  in 
the  first  instance  were  confided  the  powers  of 
the  state.  But  these  different  committees,  when 
they  sat  apart,  had  their  attention  directed  with- 
out distraction  to  the  special  business  for  which 
they  had  been  named,  and  either  prepared  matters 
for  the  guidance  and  decision  of  the  council  in 
general,  or,  as  appears  from  the  articles  of  instruc- 
tions to  the  council k,  beincr  of  a  certain  g  ed 
number,  were  authorised  and  impowered  to  give 
directions  immediately  as  from  themselves  in  the 
departments  consigned  to  their  carek.  The  com- 
mittee of  the  admiralty  in  the  second  year  were 
Vane,  Wauton,  Jones,  Scot.  Purefoy,  Stapelev. 
the  earl  of  Salisbury,  lord  Grey  of  Groby,  Alex- 
ander Popham,  and  Robert  Wallop':  alderman 
Rowland  Wilson,  of  whom  Whitlocke  says,  '-11 
was  a  gentleman  of  excellent  parts  and  great 
piety,  of  a  solid,  sober  temper  and  judgment,  and 
very  honest  and  just  in  all  his  actions,  beloved 
both  in  the  house,  the  city,  and  the  army,  and 

k  Journal-,  Feb.  IS,  1<  '  Ordo 
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BOOK    by    all  that  knew   him,   and   his  death  as   much 

v "*      .    lamented,"    deceased    in   the   beginning   of   this 

1650.  year1".  The  committee  for  Ireland  consisted  of 
Whitlocke,  viscount  Lisle,  sir  William  Masham, 
sir  William  Armine,  Purefoy  and  Bond. 

Law  np-  In  the  course  of  this  year  Robert  Reynolds  was 

appointed  by  parliament  to  the  office  of  solicitor 
general,  and  Widdrington  and  Green,  two  eminent 
lawyers,  were  named  to  be  of  counsel  for  the  go- 
vernment, under  the  denomination  of  Serjeants 
i6i9.  for  the  commonwealth".  Edward  Atkins  had  in 
the  preceding  year  been  promoted  to  be  a  judge 
of  the  common  bench". 

Provision         In  the  first  year  of  the  commonwealth  parlia- 

voted  by  ,  ,        .  •  i  •  l  1   • 

parliament  ment  began  to  take  into  consideration  the  making 
it'/moTtdc-  some  compensation  to  a  few  of  the  most  merito- 
scrv.ng  ser-  rious  of  their  servants.     The  first  of  these  in  sta- 

vants. 

i.  Fairfax,  tion,  as  well  as  in  the  conspicuousness  of  his  ex- 
ploits, was  Fairfax.  It  was  decided  to  settle  on 
him  by  act  of  parliament  a  revenue  of  three  thou- 
sand p,  which  was  presently  after  altered  to  four 
thousand,  pounds  per  annum%  The  mode  in 
which  it  was  resolved  that  this  should  be  done 
was  by  presenting  him  with  manors  and  lands  to 

m  Whitlocke,  Mar.  5.  "  Journals,  June  6. 

°  Journals,  Oct.  19.  He  was  one  of  the  judges  who  had  resigned 
on  the  death  of  the  king,  and  was  now  appointed  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  justice  Pheasant,  deceased. 

p  Journals,  June  6.  n  Ibid,  Aug.  34. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COMMON  WEALTH.  183 

that  amount.     The  gift  thus  bestowed  was  taken    chap. 

.  XI 

from  the  estate  of  the  duke  of  Buckingham.  ^—   '-.  J 

George  Villiers,  second  duke  of  Buckingham,  i<;i9. 
was  the  son  of  the  celebrated  favourite  of  James  the  young 
the  First,  upon  whom  that  monarch  had  heaped  ho-  Bucking- 
nours  and  lands  almost  without  a  precedent.  He  hara- 
was  only  nineteen  months  old  when  his  father 
was  assassinated;  and  of  consequence  the  value 
of  his  property  had  accumulated  during  a  long 
minority.  When  he  came  of  age  in  1G48,  he  was 
perhaps  the  richest  subject  in  the  kingdom.  In 
that  year,  and  just  at  the  time  of  the  breaking  out 
of  the  second  civil  war,  he  returned  home  from 
his  travels  on  the  continent.  And,  being  indebted 
for  the  high  situation  in  which  he  stood  to  the 
favour  of  James  the  First  and  Charles  the  First, 
and  formed  by  his  talents  and  accomplishments 
in  a  peculiar  degree  to  adorn  a  court,  he  naturally 
fell,  immediately  on  his  arrival,  into  the  party  of 
the  unhappy  sovereign.  He  raised  an  insurrec- 
tion in  the  county  of  Surry,  which  was  as  soon 
suppressed r:  but  was  himself  fortunate  enough 
to  escape  to  the  continent,  where  he  immediately 
joined  the  prince  of  Wales,  and  from  that  time 
became  a  member  of  his  court3. 

The  parliament  appears  to  have  regarded  this  Forbear- 
nobleman,  probably  on  account  of  his  youth,  with  which  be  is 

treated. 

'  Sec  above,  Vol.  II,  p.  541,  54 
Clarendon,  Vol.  Ill,  p  345. 
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book  unusual  indulgence.  His  property  had  been  se- 
questered; but  in  1G47  the  sequestration  was 
discharged*;  and,  when  he  returned  this  bounty 
of  the  parliament  by  appearing  in  arms  against 
them,  the  house  of  lords  still  voted  that  fourteen 
days  should  be  given  him,  in  which  time  if  he 
came  in,  and  engaged  never  more  to  take  up  arms 
against  them,  he  should  be  indemnified  for  the 
past".  Again,  when,  six  weeks  after  the  death 
of  the  king,  the  number  of  persons  was  voted 
who  should  be  banished,  and  their  estates  con- 
fiscated, for  adhering  to  his  cause,  the  duke  of 
Buckingham's  name  was  last  inserted,  not  being 
in  the  list  furnished  by  the  committee  appointed 
to  fix  on  the  delinquents  x. 
Part  of  his  But  all  this  forbearance  was  thrown  away  upon 
estates  be-    tj  ■    y0uno;  nobleman.     He  resolved  at  whatever 

stowed  on  J  & 

Fairfax.  sacrifice  to  remain  faithful  to  his  exiled  sovereign ; 
and  of  consequence,  when  the  question  of  the 
manors  to  be  settled  on  Fairfax  came  under  con- 
sideration, the  estates  of  the  duke  of  Bucking- 
ham invitingly  offered  themselves  for  acceptance. 
The  principal  town  residence  of  his  father  had 
been  York  House,  situate  on  the  ground  now  occu- 
pied by  Buckingham  Street  and  Villiers  Street  in 
the  Strand,  and  this  among  the  rest  was  secured 
to  Fairfax  by  the  present  act?. 


1  Journals,  Oct.  4.  x  Ibid,  July  20,  1G<18. 

u  Ibid,  Mar.  14.  J  Ibid,  Aug.  24. 
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The   next   person    whose    merits  towards  the    chap. 
public  fell  under  the  consideration  of  parliament,    i  0 

was   Bradshaw,  lord  president  of  the  council  of      1649. 

.  2.  Brad- 

State.     They  resolved  to  settle  on  him  lands  to  shaw. 

the  amount  of  two  thousand  pounds  per  annum'. 
The  act  for  that  purpose  was  passed  on  the  fifteenth 
of  August a.  And  further  to  compensate  him  for 
the  loss  of  a  lucrative  profession,  it  was  resolved 
to  bestow  on  him  the  office  of  chancellor  of  the 
dutchy  of  Lancaster b.  It  is  reasonable  to  infer 
from  these  measures,  that  neither  he  nor  any  other 
member  enjoyed  any  salary  in  the  capacity  of 
counsellor  of  state.  Bradshaw  by  his  office  was 
in  some  measure  the  first  man  in  the  nation.  He 
was  to  receive  foreign  ambassadors,  and  to  repre- 
sent in  his  person  upon  occasions  of  public  so- 
lemnity the  executive  government  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  England. 

Another  distinguished  statesman,  whose  case  s.  Henry 
went  hand  in  hand  with  that  of  Bradshaw,  was  Marter 
Henry  Marten.  He  presented  a  petition  to  the 
parliament,  representing  the  arrears  due  to  him 
as  a  colonel  in  the  army,  and  the  losses  he  had 
otherwise  sustained  in  the  service  of  the  public, 
as  well  as  the  sums  of  money  disbursed  by  him 
in  that  service0.  It  was  inconsequence  resolved 
that  lands  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand  pounds 


1  Ibid,  June  19  a  Ibid. 

b  Ibid,  Jul)  38.  c  Ibid,  June  23. 


is|;  HISTORY  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 

book    per  annum  should  be  settled  on  himd,  and  the 
L     _   j   act  to  that  effect  was  passed  on  the  same  day  with 

Kit).  the  act  in  favour  of  Bradshawc.  The  provision 
not  being  found  to  reach  the  value  proposed,  a 
supplemental  act  in  behalf  of  Marten  was  passed 
on  the  twenty-eighth  of  September f. 

Skippon.  General  Skippon,  whose  name  has  so  often  oc- 
curred in  the  history  of  the  civil  war,  was  not 
forgotten  on  this  occasion,  and  a  provision  of  one 
thousand  pounds  per  annum  was  voted  in  his  fa- 
vours. This  provision  however  was  not  finally 
clothed  with  the  forms  of  a  law  till  two  years  later h. 
5.  Lambert.  The  only  other  name  I  find  in  the  Journals  of 
a  person  who  at  this  time  received  an  estate  of 
inheritance  from  the  gift  of  the  parliament,  is 
Lambert.  His  provision  was  limited  to  three  hun- 
dred pounds  per  annum'1;  and  it  was  invested 
with  the  character  of  a  law  about  twelve  months 
after  the  time  at  which  it  was  originally  voted  k. 

d  Journals,  July  3.  e  Ibid,  Aug.  15. 

f  Journals.  *  Ibid,  June  19. 

b  Ibid,  July  3,  1651.  '  Ibid,  Mar.  27. 
k  Ibid,  May  1,  1650. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

ACT  FOR  REORGANIZING    A   HIGH    COURT  OF  JUS- 
TICE.  PERSONS    SELECTED    TO    BE    TRIED    BY 

THIS  COURT  BY  WAY  OF  RETALIATION. THEY 

ARE  SPARED. PUNISHMENT  OF  CERTAIN  CON- 
SPIRATORS.  TRIAL    AND    EXECUTION    OF     SIR 

HENRY  HYDE. OF  CAPTAIN  BROWNE  BUSHEL. 

The  acquittal  of  Lilburne  was  attended  witli  one    chap. 
memorable  effect.     It  served  as  an  instance  im-  v  XIL  t 
pressing  on  the  present  rulers  the  opinion,  that      wso. 
the  government  must  place  no  reliance  on  juries  qu0ennccof 
for  the  trial  of  political  offences.     This  was  per-  Sf JffJ" 
haps  the  inevitable  consequence  of  the  situation  burne- 
of  the  people  of  England,  where  a  government 
was  carried  on,  however  ably  and  successfully 
administered,  and  however  virtuous  might  be  the 
dispositions  of  those  who  conducted  it,  which  had 
not  the  approbation  and  support  of  the  majority 
of  its  subjects.     The  parliament  endeavoured  to 
meet  this  difficulty,  as  they  manfully  endeavoured 
to  provide  for  all  the  difficulties  that  surrounded 
them. 

They  had  no  other  resource,  than  in  the  re-  Aci  for  re- 
peated institution  of  that  which  they  had  alreadj         ,Court 

of  justice. 
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no  ok  employed,  a  high  court  of  justice.  The  measures 
^__  __,  of  civil  policy  are  in  general  little  more  than  the 
i65o.  choice  of  what  appears  to  be  a  less,  rather  than 
the  submitting  to  a  greater  evil.  The  present 
leaders  had  previously  decided,  that  it  was  better 
to  employ  a  certain  degree  of  delusion  and  craft, 
and  to  have  recourse  to  the  exercise  of  force  in 
purging  the  legislative  body,  than  submit  to  be 
the  witnesses  of  a  coalition  between  the  king  and 
the  presbyterians,  which  should  render  all  their 
military  labours,  and  all  their  heroic  achievements, 
impotent  and  vain.  In  the  present  case  therefore 
they  did  not  hesitate  rather  to  consent  to  the  tem- 
porary and  partial  suspension  of  trial  by  jury, 
than  abandon  all  they  had  effected,  and  all  that 
they  purposed  to  effect,  for  the  permanent  advan- 
tage and  felicity  of  the  people  of  England. 
Ativan-  Trial  by  jury  had  for  many  centuries  been  the 

tages  atten-  ■. .         .  ,       .  p     1    •  t      ■ 

dantonthc  peculiar  boast  and  glory  ot  this  country.  It  is  a 
conftitu.  main  pillar  of  our  liberties.  It  is  a  remark,  which 
tion.  jia(j  0ften  been  repeated,  and  of  which  the  inves- 

tigators of  civil  policy  ought  not  to  lose  sight, 
that  the  privileges  of  individuals  may  be  more 
fully  and  invariably  asserted,  under  a  mixed  go- 
vernment, like  that  which  we  call  the  English  con- 
stitution,  than  under  a  republic.  Does  it  therefore 
follow,  that  a  mixed  government,  or  in  other  words 
Difference  a  limite(-l  monarchy,  is  better  than  a  republic? 
between  a         In  a  mixed  government,  the  negative  securities, 

mixed  go-  &  ? 

vernmen.      the  preventing  the  interference  of  individuals,  or 

and  a  le- 
)->>  il>l  ic. 
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of  whatever  represents   and   acts   for  the  whole    chap. 
body  of  the  community,  with  the  discretionary    i        '. 
rights  of  its  subjects,  wherever  it  can  be  dispensed       igso. 
with,  constitute  perhaps  the  first  topic  of  attention. 
In  a  republic  the  interests  of  the  whole,  the  pre- 
serving the  character,  the  prosperity  and  welfare 
of  the   nation,  constitute  the  matter  first  to  be 
attended  to. 

Liberty  is  a  blessing  which  can  scarcely  be  too  Value  of 
highly  prized.  It  tends  to  give  an  erect  mind  to 
the  person  who  possesses  it.  As  Homer  says, 
The  day  that  reduces  a  man  to  slavery,  takes  from 
him  the  half  of  his  virtue*.  It  also  secures  to 
him  who  possesses  it,  to  a  certain  degree  the 
power  of  defending  and  entailing  it.  He  has  his 
voice  in  all  public  elections  and  affairs,  and  is  not 
passively  subjected  to  the  judgment,  enlightened 
or  otherwise,  or  the  will  of  another. 

But    there   is   something   better   than   liberty,  its  nature: 
Liberty  is  merely  a  means  to  an  end.     It  is  to  be  onTy^notans 
valued  for  the  results  with  which  it  is  pregnant,  m  cnd- 
and  not  for  its  own  sake  alone.     The  chain  of  in-  chain  of 
tellectual  prizes  which  may  fall  to  the  lot  of  hu-  whfch'may 
man    beings,    is,   knowledge,   virtue,    happiness,  (j)"^ ^Jj . 
Happiness  is  the   end  ;  and  there  are  no   further  happiness: 
distinctions  to  be  run  on  that,  than  as  there  may 


"llfiKTv  yap  t'  aperijt  hirodivvTat  ehpvoira  Zeus 
'Avipos,  €vt  <\>  fitv  Karri  oovXiov  tyftap  i\rj<rtv. 

'OcWe/a  p'.  329. 
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be  a  refined  and  elevated  happiness,  a  grovel- 
ing happiness,  and  various  degrees  of  enjoyment 
that  arc  in  neither  of  these  extremes.  The  highest 
happiness  is  the  best.  Then  comes  virtue  :  virtue 
the  means  of  promoting  the  happiness  of  others, 
and  still  more  certainly  of  securing  the  happiness 
of  the  virtuous  man  himself.  Last  of  the  three  is 
knowledge  :  knowledge,  which  shews  what  virtue 
is,  displays  all  its  charms  and  attractions,  and 
teaches  us  the  way  to  attain  it.  Liberty,  viewed 
in  this  scale,  is  inferior  to  the  three,  and  instru- 
mental to  them. 

The  conclusion  that  arises  out  of  all  this  deduc- 
tion is,  that  liberty  itself  may  be  valued  too  highly. 

These  speculations  may  seem  too  abstract,  to  be 
fairly  entitled  to  a  place  in  history,  whose  office 
is  the  narration  of  facts.  But  without  them  we 
cannot  fully  appreciate  the  actions  and  the  views 
of  the  commonwealthsmen ;  and  they  are  the  ex- 
press and  peculiar  subject  of  this  work. 

The  present  rulers,  as  has  been  said,  had  set 
up  a  form  of  government,  which  had  not  the  ap- 
probation and  support  of  the  majority  of  its  sub- 
jects. Were  they  right  in  engaging  in  such  an 
enterprise1*  ?  That  is  a  momentous  question.  But 
what  we  look  to  now,  is  their  consistency.  Hav- 
ing engaged,  they  were  to  conduct  their  under- 
taking in  the  best  manner  they  could.     The  go- 


See  above,  p.  120. 
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vernment  they  had  organized,  they  were  called    chap. 

on  to  support.      No   government  can  continue  to    v, 'j 

exist  unless  it  has  the  power  to  counteract  those  i65o. 
who  seek  to  subvert  it.  The  present  directors 
had  enemies  in  no  common  degree  formidable, 
with  whom  they  were  forced  to  contend.  The 
royalists  and  the  presbyterians  between  them  con- 
stituted the  majority  of  the  nation.  They  had 
Ireland  and  Scotland  to  hold  at  bay  :  and  these 
countries  it  was  perhaps  necessary  they  should 
conquer.  Ireland  had  invited  the  pretender  to 
the  crown  to  come  anions;  them  :  so  had  the  Scots. 
The  Scots  no  sooner  heard  of  the  death  of  Charles 
the  First,  than  they  proclaimed  Charles  the  Second 
kino-  of  Great  Britain.  The  Irish  had  broken  out 
into  a  sanguinary  rebellion  in  the  year  1641;  and 
their  country  had  been  ever  since  in  a  fearful 
state  of  anarchy  and  confusion. 

The  English  government  were  obliged  above  Mode  by 
all  things  to  look  at  home ;  and  they  could  not  testine  dis- 
discharge,  as  has  been  said,  perhaps   the  most  weret^ 
essential  duties  of  government,  and  maintain  the  suPPrcssed- 
public  tranquillity,  unless  they  had  the  power  to 
counteract  those  who  sought  their  subversion.    To 
this  end  the  means  to  inflict  punishment  is  neces- 
sary ;  and  this  they  judged  themselves  not  to  pos- 
sess, in  the  case  of  political  offences,  through  the 
instrumentality  of  a  jury.     They   had   therefore 
recourse  to  the  same  species  of  tribunal  that  had 
decided  the  fate  of  Charles  the  First. 
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There  was  no  want  among  them  of  learned  and 
skilful  lawyers.  The  prisoner  brought  before  a 
hio-h  court  of  justice,  might  perhaps  be  tolerably 
sure  to  have  his  alleged  offence  ably  sifted,  and 
that  the  dicta  of  the  laws  would  be  fairly  applied 
to  it.  But  he  laboured  under  two  disadvantages. 
First,  a  jury,  especially  in  the  case  of  political 
charges,  will  often  be  regulated  by  the  impulses 
of  sentiment  and  feeling,  and  for  these  will  not 
hesitate  to  supersede  the  rigid  inferences  of  law. 
Secondly,  judges,  appointed  for  a  special  and  tem- 
porary purpose,  however  exemplary  and  consci- 
entious may  be  their  character  and  dispositions, 
cannot  fail  to  have  a  strong  predilection  for  the 
views  of  the  government  by  which  they  are  nomi- 
nated. The  chances  of  escape  therefore  for  the 
prisoner  are  considerably  diminished. 

The  present  government  however  does  not  ap- 
pear to  have  had  any  other  choice :  and  accord- 
ingly a  bill  was  brought  in  on  the  fourteenth  of 
March  for  reorganizing  a  high  court  of  justice. 
The  persons  at  the  head  of  affairs  seem  to  have 
proceeded  cautiously  and  diffidently.  They  first 
called  their  measure  a  bill  for  establishing  a  court 
martial  within  the  lines  of  communication0,  in 
other  words,  in  London  and  its  environs,  and  then 
voted  that  the  court  thus  erected  should  bear  the 
name  of  a  high  court  of  justice d.     The  commis- 


e  Journals,  Mar.  14. 


Ibid. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH.  193 

sioners  appointed    to  constitute   the   court  were    chap. 

XII 

Keble,  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  seal,  v  '  *_, 
Steele,  recorder  of  London,  Serjeants  Green  and  i65o. 
Parker,  and  seven  others;. and  the  bill  passed  into 
a  law  on  the  twenty-sixth e.  A  few  days  after,  a 
new  act  was  passed,  supplementary  to  the  former, 
by  which  Aske,  Nicholas,  Puliston,  Warburton, 
Thorpe  and  Rigby,  six  of  the  judges,  were  added 
to  the  former  commissioners f. —  Such  however  was 
the  mildness  and  forbearance  of  the  present  rulers, 
that  they  suffered  the  act  to  sleep  for  the  time,  and 
regarded  it  merely  as  a  warning  to  the  disaffected, 
and  a  pledge  that  they  determined  not  to  suffer 
aggression  with  impunity. 

The  assassination  of  Dorislaus  at  the  Hague,  Assassina- 
and  of  Ascham  at  Madrid,  both  of  them  ambas-  risiautand" 
sadors  from  the  new  commonwealth,  and  both  per- 
petrated by  English  exiles,  took  place,  the  first  in 
May  1G4(J,  and  the  second  in  June  1650.  The 
particulars  of  these  events  will  be  related,  when 
we  come  to  treat  of  the  transactions  of  the  govern- 
ment  of  the  commonwealth  with  foreign  nations. 
The  first  of  these  events  probably  gave  occasion 
for  passing  the  present  act;  the  second  determined 
the  parliament  to  bring  into  use  the  institution 
they  had  created. 

'■  Journals,  Mar.  20,  Jl,  26. 

1  Ibid,  Apr.  2.  The  powers  of  thi^  court,  which  appear  to  have 
been  originally  given  for  sis  months,  were  several  time-  renewed  : 
ami  the  names  of  other  commissioners,  not  contained  in  the  tir-t  act, 
arc  annexed  to  a  certificate  of  the  court,  Journals,  June  10, 1051. 

vol.  in.  o 
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The  death  of  Ascham  was  officially  announced 
to  the  parliament  on  the  twenty-first  of  June;  and, 
a  few  days  after,  it  was  determined  that  a  certain 
number  of  persons,  charged  with  offences  against 
the  state,  should  be  proceeded  against  for  their 
lives,  on  occasion  of  this  murder  s.  The  persons 
ultimately  fixed  on  were  six,  sir  John  Stowel,  sir 
William  Davenant,  judge  Jenkins,  the  man  who 
had  stirred  up  Lilburne  to  the  prosecution  of  Crom- 
wel1',  colonel  Walter  Slingsby,  colonel  Gerard,  and 
captain  Browne  Bushel \  Only  one  of  the  persons 
included  in  this  vote  suffered  death ;  but  the  pros- 
pect of  capital  punishment  was  suspended  before 
them  for  many  months. 

Sir  John  Stowel  was  brought  to  his  trial  in  the 
course  of  the  following  year ;  but  he  pleaded,  that 
he  was  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  articles  for 
the  surrender  of  Exeter,  and  his  plea  was  ad- 
mitted k. 

Judge  Jenjcins  and  sir  William  Davenant,  with- 
out trial,  are  said  to  have  been  saved  by  the  in- 
tervention of  Henry  Marten.  Jenkins  was  a  man 
of  an  uncommonly  resolute  and  intrepid  character, 
and  is  reported  to  have  declared  that,  if  he  were 
hanged,  he  was  determined  to  suffer,  with  the 
Bible  under  one  arm,  and  Magna  Charta  under 
the  other.  Marten  urged  on  this  occasion  the  pro- 
verb, that  "  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  is  the  seed 


?  Journals,  June  28. 
j  Journals,  July  5,  9. 


h  Sec  above,  Vol.  II,  p.  425,  426. 
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of  the  church,"'  and  advised  the  government  to    chap. 

xii 
desist  from  meddling  with  such  a  man  any  further1.    ^  "     * 

Davenant  had  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  part  of  i65i. 
his  nose  in  some  of  his  youthful  adventures  with 
the  fair;  and  Marten  had  recourse  to  this  as  an 
argument,  alleging  that  he  was  but  a  rotten  sub- 
ject, and  that  sacrifices  by  the  Mosaic  law  were 
always  required  to  be  pure  and  without  blemish1". 

There  is  a  story  so  pleasing  that  it  ought  not  Story  of 
to  be  suppressed,  that  Davenant  was  saved  by  the  and m ikon. 
interposition  of  Milton".  It  does  not  seem  how- 
ever that  any  powerful  mediation  was  necessary, 
since  nearly  all  the  persons  marked  out  for  trial 
escaped.  Davenant  was  engaged  in  the  compo- 
sition of  an  heroic  poem,  called  Gondibert,  in- 
tended to  consist  of  five  books,  in  which  there  are 
uncommonly  beautiful  and  exquisite  passages. 
He  wrote  the  first  half  of  the  third  book  in  prison; 
but  then  he  quitted  it,  alleging,  that,  "  even  in  so 
worthy  a  design  he  should  ask  leave  to  desist, 
when  he  was  interrupted  by  so  great  an  experi- 
ment as  dying0." 

But  it  was  not  thus  that  the  government  pro-      i650. 
ceeded  with  persons  engaged  in  fresh  conspiracies  j^Lcwen" 
against  the  state.    While  Charles  the  Second  was 


'AthericE  Oxonienses,  Vol.  II,  p.  328. 
"'  Aubrey's  Lives,  in  Bodleian  Letters,  Vol.  II,  p.  308. 
"  A  theme  Oxonienses,  Vol.  II,  p.  412. 
0  Gondibert,  Postscript. 
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BOOK     himself  preparing-  to  pass  over  into  Scotland,  it 
v  was  thought  proper  by  his  council  to  send  over 

i65i  1  think  commissions  into  England,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising-  a  diversion  there  ;  and  several 
zealous  royalists  fell  a  sacrifice  to  this  expedient. 
Scot,  one  of  the  members  of  the  council  of  state, 
w;is  particularly  industrious  and  successful  in 
tracing-  these  practices;  and  two  hundred  pounds 
were  assigned  him  quarterly,  to  be  expended  in 
secret  services*1.  Dr.  Lewen,  a  civilian,  was  dis- 
covered to  have  some  of  these  blank  commissions 
in  his  possession,  and  being-  brought  before  a  court 
martial,  was  hanged  on  the  eighteenth  of  Julyq. 
of  Euse-  Eusebius  Andrews,  a  man  who  had  been  bred 

drews. °  to  the  law,  but  afterwards  became  a  colonel  in  the 
king's  army,  and,  when  the  war  was  over,  returned 
to  his  original  profession,  was  drawn  in  at  this 
time,  by  one  Benson,  and  brought  by  him  to  the 
acquaintance  of  sir  John  Gell,  a  presbyterian,  who 
had  served  with  great  activity  during  the  whole 
war,  but  was  dissatisfied  with  the  present  govern- 
ment. Andrews  was  apprehended  at  Gravesend, 
where  he  had  gone  to  join  the  malcontents  of 
Kent.  He  was  tried  by  the  high  court  of  justice, 
who  sentenced  him  to  be  beheaded,  Benson  to  be 


''  Order  Book,  July  9,  1649. 

i  Echard.  Athena-  Oxonienses,  Vol.  II,  Fasti,  28.  Whitlocke, 
July  18.  Heath,  p.  269.  Lloyd,  p.  560,  561.  It  may  be  doubted 
after  all,  whether  he  was  not  tried  before  the  high  court  of  justice. 
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banged,  and  sir  John  Gell  to  lose  his  estate,  and    chap. 

•         •  -  XII 

be  imprisoned  for  life1".  ^_ 

The  next  person  brought  before  the  high  court      ic.n. 
of  justice  was  sir  Henry  Hyde,  a  distant  relation  to  Henry 
Edward   Hyde,  principal   minister  to  the  exiled  Hyde' 
sovereign,  and  afterward  earl  of  Clarendon.     His 
case  was  a  singular  one.     Sir  Thomas  Beadish 
was  the  English  ambassador  to  the  court  of  Turkey, 
appointed  originally  by  Charles  the  First;   but,  as 
he  favoured  the  principles  of  those  who  opposed 
the  monarch,   he  afterwards  received  his  creden- 
tials from  the  parliament.     Sir  Henry  Hyde:  was 
a  merchant  in  the  dominions  of  the  Grand  Signior, 
and  subsequently  appointed  consul  in  the  Morea. 
Charles  the  Second,  for  some  purposes  of  his  own,    Appointed 
at  this  time  named  sir  Henry  to  negociate  for  him  p^by  e 
with  the  Ottoman  Porte,   with  the  style  of  inter-  (cll;"lu:  tl,e 

J  Second. 

nuncio.     Meanwhile  the  English  merchants  resi-  sentprf- 
dent  at  Constantinople,  conceived  some  jealousy  Jg"",^ 
of  the  designs  of  this  new  envoy,  and  contrived, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Grand  Visier,  to  en- 
trap him,  and  send  him  prisoner  to  England. 

For  what  he  had  done  at  Constantinople,  and    Histrial: 
the  character  he  assumed  there,  sir  Henry  Hyde 
was  arraigned  before  the  high  court  of  justi<  i 
We  DOSS)  SS  no  account  of  his  trial,  and  can  there- 
fore only  conjecture  the  nature  of  the  proceedings. 


i  Whitlocki  .  \n:    i;  .  50,    si  pt  >5,  30,  Ocl    !,7.     Lloyd,  \>  561, 
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hook    He  was  charged  witb  treason.     By  the  new  act 

of  treason,  whoever  plotted,  contrived,  or  endea- 
voured to  stir  up,  or  raise  force  against  the  present 
government,  or  for  its  subversion,  incurred  the 
pains  of  treason.  According  to  the  old  act  of  Ed- 
ward the  Third,  to  levy  war  against  the  chief  ma- 
gistrate was  treason.  Charles  the  Second  at  this 
time  possessed  no  authority  or  dominion  in  Eng- 
land, and,  by  the  law  of  nations,  had  no  right  to 
appoint  an  ambassador  or  envoy  in  the  character 
of  king  of  England.  The  proceedings  of  this  en- 
voy, whatever  they  were,  tended  to  disturb  the 
character  and  functions  of  the  ambassador  of  the 
English  government.  They  set  up  a  pretender, 
a  rival  government,  and  were  calculated  to  bring 
into  discredit  the  government  by  which  the  affairs 
of  England  were  at  this  time  administered.  How 
far  this  amounted  to  treason  is  somewhat  difficult 
to  say.     The  high  court  of  justice  pronounced  it 

and  etecu-  such  ;  and  sir  Henry  Hyde  suffered  accordingly 
on  the  fourth  of  March  1G51 s.  The  parliament  no 
doubt  took  this  step  the  rather,  that  they  might  put 
themselves  on  an  unequivocal  footing  with  foreign 
countries,  and  to  shew  that,  if  they  were  new  in 
authority,  they  did  not  on  that  account  intend  to 
allow  themselves  to  be  treated  with  disrespect. 

Browne  The  last  person  to  be  mentioned  under  this  head 

I!.,. I... I  * 
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is  Browne  Bushel,  one  of  the  five  that  had  been    chap. 
ordered    for    trial    with    sir    William    Davenant.    ^_        , 
Bushel  was  a  sea-faring  man  and  a  pirate,  a  man       1G.51. 
who  adhered  to  no  party,  and  seemed  to  set  him- 
self above  all  laws.    lie  first  betrayed  Scarborough 
to  the  parliament,  and  then  secured  it  against  the 
parliament   for  the  king4.      He    had   anew  been 
trusted   by  the  parliament,  and  appointed  to  the 
command  of  a  ship,  and  in  this  situation  was  deeply 
concerned  in  the  revolt  of  the  fleet  to  the  king  in 
1G48 u.      For  these  multiplied   infidelities  he  was 
at  length  brought  to  account,  and  suffered  death 
on  the  twenty-ninth  of  March  w. 

'  Rushworth,  Vol.  V,  p.  265. 

"  Lloyd,  p.  561.  "  Heath,  p.  285. 
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3  I  ATE  OF  SCOTLAND. DISCUSSIONS  BETWEEN  THE 

SCOTTISH     PARLIAMENT    AND   THE    ENGLISH. 

CHARLES  THE  SECOND   INVITED    BY  THE  SCOTS. 

DISASTROUS    EXPEDITION     OF    MONTROSE. 

LANDING   OF  CHARLES. FAIRFAX    AND  CROM- 

WEL    ORDERED    TO     MARCH     AGAINST    HIM. 

FAIRFAX       RESIGNS. CROMWEL       APPOINTED 

COMMANDER  IN   CHIEF. 

book    Cromwel,  as  we  have  seen,  was  summoned  home 

v j   from  his  command  in  Ireland  early  in  the  year 

ig5o.       1 650.     The  first  vote  for  that  purpose  was  passed 

Cromwel  in  i-ii.pt  t 

London.  in  parliament  on  the  eighth  oi  January51.  It  was 
not  till  the  fourth  of  June,  that,  owing  to  various 
delays  from  contrary  winds,  and  from  the  urgency 
of  the  service  in  Ireland,  Cromwel  presented  him- 
self in  his  place  in  parliament,  and  received  the 
thanks  of  the  house  for  his  exemplary  and  meri- 
torious exertions  in  that  country  b. 
1649.  The  affair  in  which   it  was  conceived  that  the 

people  of  °  government  so  cogently  required  his  assistance, 
Scotland.      was  t|ulj.  of  Scotland.    Scotland  was  a  country  very 

"Journals  b  Journals.     Cromwelliana,  p.  80. 
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differently  circumstanced  from  England  in  many    chap. 
essential  respects.     The  Scots  were  almost  to  a    ^_      ' 
man   presbyterian,  and  were  therefore  impressed       1649. 
with  the  utmost  antipathy  to  the  present  ruling  pathytotfie 
party  in  the  southern  state,  as  a  body  of  licentious  °°c^'t"~ 
and  lawless  sectaries.     They  were  wholly  unpre-  En?,a,,d- 
pared  for  republican  speculations,  and  regarded 
with  impatience  the  dishonour  fastened  on  their 
government,  who,  by  delivering  up  Charles  to  the 
English  after  he  had  thrown  himself  on  their  pro- 
tection, had  eventually  produced  his  tragical  cata- 
strophe: though  nothing  could  be  more  unjust  than 
the  making  them  accountable  for  it,  as  in  deliver- 
ing him  up  they  had  no  rational  mode  of  avoiding 
to  do  so,  and  they  had  delivered  him  to  the  Eng- 
lish presbyterians,  men   certainly  not  less  averse 
to  republican  and  king-killing  doctrines  than  them- 
selves.     In  Scotland  the  feudal  institutions  were 
universal,   and  existed  in   the  utmost   vigour;   a 
state  of  things  in  the  highest  degree  alien  to  the 
democratical  speculations  which  were  now  so  ex- 
tensively spread  among  the  English. 

The  man  who  at  this   time  held  the   principal   charactei 
sway  in  Scotland,  was  Argylc;  and  he  is  supposed  ol  Arg-vk- 
to  have  been  stimulated  by  an  aversion  to  the 
Stuart  race,  and  to  have  proceeded  in  all  his  po- 
litical  designs  in   concert  with   Cromwelc.      Hut 
it   is  an  arduous,  and  in    many  cases  an    impracti 


Vol.  II,  p.   ■ 
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i:  o  o  k  cable  undertaking,  to  guide  the  affairs  of  a  country, 
^  ,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  opinions  and  prejudices 
1649.  of  the  great  majority  of  its  inhabitants;  and  Ar- 
gyle  was  by  nature  gifted  with  that  subtlety  and 
hypocrisy,  which  should  best  enable  him  to  ac- 
commodate himself  to  circumstances,  and  to  en- 
deavour to  advance  his  real  ends  by  the  most 
unpromising  and  indirect  means.  The  presby- 
terians  of  Scotland  were  as  bigoted  and  enthusi- 
astical  a  set  of  men  as  are  to  be  found  in  history, 
and  they  were  guided  by  their  clergy  in  the  most 
blindfold  and  implicit  manner.  Argyle  had  there- 
fore the  difficult  task  of  rendering  this  clergy  sub- 
servient to  his  ends.  Meanwhile  he  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  being  himself  a  sincere  presbyterian, 
though  his  prejudices  of  that  sort  seem  never  to 
have  prevented  him  from  following  what  he  deem- 
ed the  dictates  of  true  policy. 
Charles  the  Conformably  to  this  state  of  things,  the  cata- 
daimo/in  strophe  of  Charles  the  First  was  no  sooner  known 
EdiQb"gh.  in  Scotland,  than  Charles  the  Second  on  the  fifth 
of  February  was  in  the  usual  forms  proclaimed  at 
the  liio-h  cross  in  Edinburgh  kino-  of  Great  Bri- 
tain,  France  and  Ireland.  Loudon,  the  chancellor, 
read  the  proclamation,  and  the  parliament-lords 
in  their  robes  assisted  at  the  solemnity  d.  The  par- 
liament was  now  sitting,  and  orders  were  imme- 
diately voted  that  the  earl  of  Lothian,  sir  John 


BalH  >  i.  Annals  oi  Scotland,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  387.     Heath,  p.  'J32. 
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Clicesley,   and    William    Glendinning,   commis-    chap. 
sinners  from  the  committee  of  estates  to  the  Eng-    ^      ' 
lish  parliament,  together  with  the  earl  of  Cassilis,       iwa 
and  Blair,  a  minister,  should  proceed  to  Charles 
at  the  Hague,  to  invite  him   to  repair  with  all 
speed  to  Scotland,  and  take  possession  of  the  va- 
cant thronee. 

The  Scots'  commissioners  at  London  delivered  Scots  pro. 
in  a  protest  to  the  English  parliament  pending  SeSuf 
the  king's  trial,  declaring  that,  though  by  no  means  £j'ras[lcs  thc 
satisfied  with  his  concessions  in  the  isle  of  Wight 
and  adverse  to  his  restoration  to  authority  till  bet- 
ter contentment  was  given,  yet  they  in  the  highest 
degree  disapproved  of  all  criminal  proceedings 
against  him,  and  the  idea  of  taking  away  his  life 
with  the  forms  of  justicef.     This  protest  was  laid 
aside  unread,  upon  the   pretence   that  in   it  the 
commons  of  England  were  not  acknowledged  as  a 
house  of  parliament".     The  consideration  of  the 
subject  however   was  revived  three  days  after1', 
but  the  answer  was  deferred  on  various  pretences 
till  the  twentieth  of  February'. 

It  was  conceived  in  terms  of  great  moderation.   Answei 
The  parliament  alleged,  that  they  would  not  allow   ErSish 
themselves  to  be  restrained  or  interfered  with  in  Parbaoienfc 
the  exercise  of  that  liberty  which  belonged   to 
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them  as  a  free  and  independent  nation,  and  that, 
if  Scotland  had  not  the  same  privileges,  they  were 
not  about  to  prescribe  to  its  government.  If  how- 
ever the  neighbouring  nation  were  inclined  to 
vindicate  its  liberties,  England  would  be  ready 
to  afford  them  all  neighbourly  and  friendly  as- 
sistance in  so  just  an  undertaking.  Meanwhile 
they  adjured  them  to  take  the  matter  into  serious 
consideration,  before  they  espoused  a  quarrel, 
which  could  have  no  better  issue  than  involving 
themselves  and  their  posterity  in  lasting  war,  and 
bringing  them  under  slavery  to  a  tyrant  and  his 
offspring  k. 

The  commissioners  made  no  delay  in  replying 
to  this  invitation.  They  remarked  that  the  com- 
mons now  sitting  at  Westminster,  after  many  mem- 
bers had  been  imprisoned,  secluded  by  force,  or 
compelled  to  withdraw,  had  done  many  things  of 
a  novel  and  extraordinary  nature,  which  would 
not  have  been  done  in  full  parliament.  They 
added  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  instructions  they 
had  received  from  the  parliament  of  Scotland,  they 
held  it  their  duty  to  desire,  that  there  might  be 
no  toleration  of  idolatry,  popery,  prelacy,  heresy, 
schism,  or  profaneness,  that  there  might  be  no 
change  of  the  fundamental  constitution  by  king, 
lords  and  commons,  that  nothing  might  be  done 
to  prejudice  Charles  the  Second  in  his  succession 
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to  the  crown,  and  that,  upon  just  satisfaction  given    chap. 
to  both  kingdoms,  he  might  be  received  and  ad-      XIIL 
mitted  to  the  exercise  of  his  government.     They      1049. 
concluded,  If,  notwithstanding  our  earnest  desires 
and  endeavours  to  the  contrary,  the  commons  now 
sitting  at  Westminster  shall  proceed  otherwise  in 
all  or  any  of  these  particulars,   we  hereby,  in  the 
name  of  the  parliament  and  kingdom  of  Scotland, 
dissent  from  the  same,  and  solemnly  protest  against 
it,  that  we  may  be  free  before  God  and  man  from 
all  the  guiltiness,  evils,  confusions,  miseries  and 
calamities,   that   may  follow  to   these   distracted 
kingdoms1. 

This  memorial  was  delivered  to  the  parliament  Manifesto 
on  the  twenty-sixth,  and  on  the  same  day  a  decla-  iiamentrf 
ration  was  issued  in  answer  to  it,   in  which  it  is  Enslan<1- 
stated,  that  the  paper  contained  much  scandalous 
and  reproachful   matter  against  the  just  proceed- 
ings of  parliament,  that  it  assumed  a  power  on  the 
part  of  Scotland  over  the  laws  and  government  of 
this  country  to  its  high  dishonour,  and  that  it  im- 
plied a  design  on  the  part  of  its  contrivers  to  raise 
sedition,  and  lay  the   grounds  of  a  new  war,   on 
the  principle  of  the  perfidious  invasion  of  the  pre- 
ceding summer.     The  declaration  concluded  with 
a  due  warning  to  all  persons  in   England,   who 
might  join  with   or  assist  the  contrivers  of  this 
paper  in  their  seditious  and  violent  purposes,  thai 
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book    they  would   be  considered   as  rebels  and  traitors 
against  the  commonwealth  of  England,  and  be 

1649.       proceeded  against  accordingly111.     Jt  was  at  the 

miuionm    same  time  ordered  that  the  commissioners  should 

imo'ius-      ^e  placed  under  a  guard,  and  that  no  one  should 

u,(l>  be  suffered  to  have  access  to  them,  unless  for  the 

purpose    of  supplying    them    with    necessaries11. 

Meanwhile  the  commissioners,  who,  as  has  been 

stated,  were  under  orders  to  proceed  to  the  king 

at  the  Hague,  found  means  to  escape  as  far  as 

Gravescnd,  but  were  there  apprehended,  and  sent 

Charles  the  under  a  guard  to  Berwick0.     In  consequence,  the 

vindbythe  Scots  parliament,   to  avoid  delay,   appointed  the 

Scots.  ear]  0f  (Jassiljs  with  four  others  to  wait  on  Charles 

in  Holland,   to  whom   the   commissioners   of  the 
general   assembly  added  three  more  on  the  part 
of  the  church  of  Scotland.     They  set  sail  on  the 
seventeenth  of  March  p. 
Act  of  The  direction  of  the  affairs  of  Scotland  was  at 

Scotland  this  tmie  principally  in  the  marquis  of  Argyle. 
One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  parliament  was  what 
was  called  the  act  of  classes,  excluding  certain 
descriptions  of  persons  from  all  places  of  public 
trust,  and  particularly  directed,  first,  against  the 
pure  royalists,  and  secondly,  against  all  persons 
who  had  engaged  in,  or  any  way  promoted  Ha- 
milton's  invasion   of  England   in   the   preceding 

'"  Journal?.  n  Ibid. 

°  Ibid,  Feb.  26.     Whitlocke,  Feb.  28,  26.     Balfour,  p.  388,  389. 

p  Balfour,  p.  392,  393. 
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year**.      In  consequence  of  this  act  they  displaced    c  11  a  p. 
the  lord  treasurer,  the  privy  seal,  the  secretary  of  ^     __, 
state  (Lanerick),  and  eight  lords  of  session1".   An-       ioi<. 
other  measure   which  distinguished   this  period   Huntley 
was  the  execution  of  the  marquis  of  Huntley,  one 
of  the  most  zealous  royalists,  and  who  had  married 
a  sister  of  Argyle.      lie  had  been  sixteen  months 
in  prison,  and  sutfered  under  a  former  act  of  at- 
tainder on  the  twenty-second s. 

The  little  court  of  Charles  the  Second  at  the  Intriguesin 

TI  -11  •  pi  it-     tin- court  of 

Hague  contained  the  representatives  ot  three  dit-  chariesat 
ferent  parties  in  Scotland,  the  commissioners  from  tie  8gll< 
the  parliament,  Lauderdale  and  Lanerick,  who  had 
fled  in  consequence  of  the  miscarriage  of  Hamil- 
ton's invasion,  and  the  marquis  of  Montrose.  Each 
of  these  parties  looked  on  the  other  two  with  in- 
veterate animosity  :  only  Montrose,  who  was  de- 
sirous by  any  means  of  the  restoration  of  pure 
royalty,  would  gladly  have  been  reconciled  with 
the  exiled  lords*.  Charles  and  his  English  coun- 
sellors had  the  greatest  distaste  to  the  overtures 
of  the  Scottish  parliament,  though  they  were  in 
no  haste  to  dismiss  the  commissioners. 

The  assassination  of  Dorislaus  had  rendered  it  He  rem* 
necessary  for  Charles  to  remove  out  of  Holland";  0f  Jereey 
and,  after  having  paid  a  visit  to  his  mother  at  St. 


'■  Ibid,  p.  r>77,  389.     Burnet,  Memoirs  of  Hamilton,  p.  1 1 1. 

r  Balfour,  p.889,  390.  -  [bid,  y.  39S. 

1  Clarendon,  Vol.  111.  p  "  Clarendon,  p.  393,      < 
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book     Germains,  be  repaired  to  Jersey"',  which  still  ac- 
,,  ,    knowledged  his  authority,  and  where  he  continued 

1649.       for  the  remainder  of  the  year.    The  pretext  for  his 
residence  here,  was  that  he  might  be  ready  on  the 
first  favourable  opening  to  peiss  over  into  Ireland, 
he  and  his   courtiers  having  decided  that  it  was 
better  that  he  should  go  to  that  kingdom,   where 
he  would   be  under  no  restrictions,  than  to  Scot- 
land, where  the  first  thing  required  of  him  would 
be  that  he  should   subscribe  to  the  covenant,  to 
which  both  he  and  they  had  the  most  rooted  ob- 
jection, 
sreondin-        The  victorious  progress  of  Cromwel  however 
soon  shewed  that  the  expedition  of  Ireland  would 
be  a  desperate  adventure  :   and  Argyle  therefore 
felt  himself  compelled  by  the   dispositions  and 
temper  of  his  countrymen,  to  allow  of  another  em- 
bassy inviting  Charles  to  come  into  Scotland x. 
Accordinolv,  Wmram,  one  of  the  new  lords  of 
session,  was  sent  over  to  Jersey  ;  and  the  king, 
being  better  disposed  to  enter  into  some  arrange- 
ment with  the  Scottish  government,   and  finding 
.lersey  no  longer  a  safe  residence  for  him,   ap- 
ciiaiiesthe  pointed  Breda,  a  town  belonging  as  private  pro- 
Breda.  "      Pe,'ty  to  the  prince  of  Orange,  as  the  scene  of 
neo-ociationy. 
iG5o.  The  commissioners  that  were  sent  were  Cassilis 


w  Ibid,  |>.  S28J  3'24,  3',>5.  x  Ibid,  p.  342. 

»  Ibid,  p.  Balfour,  Vol.  Ill,  p. 432,  Vol.  IV,  p.  2. 
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and  Lothian  for  the  peers,  with  two  for  the  barons,    chap. 

X  TTT 

two  for  the  boroughs,  and  three   for  the  church  : 
and  they  sailed  from  Scotland   on   the  ninth  of      igso 
March  z.     It  is  scarcely  just  to  call  that  a  nego-  Dictatorial 
ciation,  in  which   one  party  had  only  to  dictate,  theinri-  ° 
and  the  other  to  submit.     Charles,  tired  of  living-  tatlon' 
an  exile  and  a  wanderer,  and  perceiving  that  no 
other  part  of  his  dominions  was  open  to  him,  sub- 
scribed to  every  thing  that  was  required a. 

But  an  unfavourable  circumstance  occurred  at  Tragical 
this  time,  which  threatened  to  defeat  the  whole  Montrose, 
enterprise.  Montrose  had  applied  for,  and  ob- 
tained from  the  king  the  summer  before,  a  com- 
mission to  enlist  such  forces  as  he  might  be  able 
to  raise  in  the  north  of  Europe,  with  which  he 
purposed  with  all  practicable  expedition  to  make 
a  descent  on  the  coasts  of  Scotland'*.  Charles 
greatly  preferred  the  being  introduced  in  this 
way  to  his  native  soil,  unfettered  with  restrictions, 
and  not  obliged  to  subscribe  to  conditions  repug- 
nant to  his  will.  Montrose  was  stimulated  in  part, 
it  should  seem,  to  the  undertaking,  by  an  idle  pro- 
phecy, that  to  him  and  him  alone  it  was  reserved 
to  restore  the  king's  authority  in  all  his  dominions0. 
Encouraged  by  these  causes,  and  urged  by  the 
impetuosity  of  his  own  character,  with  very  little 


■  Balfour,  Vol.  IV,  p.  6. 

a  Clarendon,  p.  344,  345.      Burnet,  Memoirs,  p.  492. 

h  Clarendon,  p.  303,  30  I.  r  U'id,  p.  30*. 
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preparation  lie  landed  in  the  north  of  Scotland  in 
the  month  of  March.  He  was  defeated  at  the  first 
encounter  of  an  enemy ;  and  nothing  has  given 
lustre  to  the  conclusion  of  his  life,  but  the  rigorous 
and  brutal  manner  in  which  he  was  put  to  death, 
and  the  magnanimity  with  which  he  sustained 
every  contumely  that  was  put  upon  him.  He  was 
hanged  at  the  High  Cross  at  Edinburgh  on  the 
twenty-first  of  Mayd. 

The  news  of  this  disaster  by  no  means  served 
to  deter  the  king  from  his  enterprise.  The  more 
he  was  cut  off  from  every  other  resource,  the  more 
resolute  he  became  to  make  experiment  of  this. 
He  embarked  at  Terveere  on  the  second  of  June, 
and  cast  anchor  in  the  Frith  of  Cromartie  on  the 
twenty-third.  He  brought  with  him  the  duke  of 
Buckingham,  the  earls  of  Lanerick  and  Lauder- 
dale, Wilmote,  Brentford,  and  several  other  per- 
sons of  quality  and  rankf.  But,  before  he  was 
permitted  to  land,  the  commissioners  required  him 
to  sign  both  covenants,  which  solemnity  was  suc- 
ceeded by  various  sermons  and  lectures  on  board 
the  ship,  exhorting  him  to  persevere  in  the  en- 
gagements into  which  he  had  entered  s.  The  par- 
liament adjourned  on  the  fifth  of  July  ;  and  on  the 
sixth  the  king,  having  passed  through  Aberdeen 


d  Clarendon,  p.  351,  et  seqq.  Winstanlcy,  England's  Worthies. 

c  Father  of  Rochester,  the  poet. 

f  Walker,  Sir  Edward,  Discourses,  p.  158.         «  Ibid,  p.  159. 
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and  Dundee,  was  brought,  pursuant  to  the  route    chap. 

XIII 

settled  in  that  assembly,  to  his  own  palace  of  Falk-  v '  _, 
landh.  Two  or  three  days  after,  Argyle,  with  the  igso. 
earls  of  Buccleugh  and  Wemys,  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  of  estates,  waited  on  him  ; 
and  at  the  same  time  the  majority  of  the  nobles 
of  both  kingdoms,  and  others,  who  had  accom- 
panied the  king  in  his  voyage,  and  had  not  with- 
drawn themselves  at  his  landing,  were  forbidden 
to  follow  him  further.  An  exception  was  made 
in  favour  of  Buckingham  and  Wilmot'. 

One  of  the  considerations  that  had  made  the  Fairfax  and 
parliament  so  urgent  in  the  recal  of  Cromwel  from  destined  to 
Ireland,  was  the  probability,  in  the  apprehension 
of  the  English  government,  that  they  should  be 
involved  in  a  war  with  Scotland.  They  early  felt 
the  advantageous  footing  on  which  Cromwel  had 
placed  the  war  in  Ireland  ;  they  judged  Ireton  to 
be  fully  competent  to  the  finishing  that  enter- 
prise ;  and  they  were  desirous  of  employing  the 
joint  talents  of  Fairfax  and  Cromwel  to  dissipate 
the  storm  they  saw  gathering  in  the  north.  It 
was  true  that  the  direction  of  the  affairs  of  that 
country  was  at  present  apparently  in  Argyle ;  he 
had  yielded  from  necessity  only  to  the  invitation 
of  Charles  ;  and  he  was  sincerely  desirous  of  re- 
straining the  royalty  of  the  young  king  within  the 


11  Balfour,  Vol.  IV,  \>.  19,  80.     Walker,  p.  1'.  i 
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book    limits  ul  Scotland,  withoutadministering  just  cause 
v_      _,   of  offence  to  their  southern  neighbours.     But  the 
i65o.       statesman  who  had  submitted  against  his  will  to 
the  ascendancy  of  the  clergy  and  the  more  violent 
presbyterians,  would  probably  have  little  power  of 
controlino-  them  in  their  ulterior  views.  And  their 
love  for  their  own  system  of  church-government 
was  so  intense,  and  their  hatred  of  sectaries  and 
thelatitudinarianism  of  religious  opinions  so  fierce, 
that  it  was  not  difficult  to  see  in  what  it  would 
terminate, 
warlike  Influenced  by  these   anticipations,  the  parlia- 

uw™  ment  on  the  ninth  of  April  voted,  that  the  council 
of  state  should  be  impowered  and  required  by  all 
ways  that  they  might  think  fit,  to  prevent  invasions 
from  abroad,  and  preserve  the  peace  of  the  nation 
from  tumults  and  insurrections  k.  In  consequence 
of  this  reference  a  considerable  augmentation  of 
the  army  was  voted1 ;  and  on  the  twelfth  of  June 
it  was  further  ordered,  that  both  Fairfax  and  Crom- 
wel  should  be  commanded  to  go  on  the  north- 
ern expedition1".  These  officers  immediately  sig- 
nified their  readiness  to  engage  in  the  proposed 
enterprise",  and  a  commission  was  passed  on  the 
fourteenth  giving  to  Fairfax  such  additional  pow- 
ers as  the  undertaking  might  require". 
Revolution  In  tli is  situation  a  revolution  occurred,  which 
'rnentVof1'*  was  ultimately  attended  with  the  most  important 

Fairfax. 
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consequences.  Fairfax,  as  we  have  seen,  had  chap. 
hitherto  constantly  gone  with  the  party  of  the  in-  /  J 
dependents.  A  remonstrance  from  the  army  had  igso. 
been  presented  to  the  house  of  commons  on  the 
twentieth  of  November  1G48,  in  which  a  thing 
specially  called  for  was  that  the  king  should  be 
brought  to  justice  as  the  capital  source  of  all 
grievances  ;  and  Fairfax  had  accompanied  this  re- 
monstrance with  a  letter,  pressing  the  subject  of 
it  upon  the  immediate  attention  of  parliament0. 
In  his  expostulations  addressed  to  the  mutineers 
immediately  before  the  affair  of  Burford,  he  thus 
expresses  himself:  "The  parliament  began  with 
that  great  act  of  justice,  which  was  by  good  men 
so  called  for,  and  was  indeed  so  necessary  a  duty, 
to  take  off  the  pollution  of  innocent  blood  where- 
with the  land  was  defiled.  They  proceeded  in  the 
next  place  to  the  removing  the  house  of  peers, 
which  challenged  so  great  a  share  in  the  legisla- 
tive power,  and  without  whose  concurrence  every 
thing  that  tended  to  the  public  good  received  a 
stop,  and  could  not  pass  into  a  law.  With  what 
difficulty  this  was  obtained,  to  make  laws  aoainst 
kingship  and  a  house  of  peers,  that  they  never 
again  return  to  us,  they  best  know  who  had  the 
trouble  of  iti'."  He  had  further  just  expressed  his 
readiness  to  eiiu;i-c  in  the   northern  expedition, 


5<  i    Vol.  II,  p.  630,  631. 
p  Declaration  of  Fairfax  on  Occasion  ol  th«  Presenl  Distempers, 
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book    which  the  government  had  resolved  to  confide  to 

in.       ,  •  to 

^_     _j    his  care. 

i65a  But  there  was  an  impediment  to  this  proceeding 

lady  Fair?  wliich  arose  within  the  house  of  Fairfax  himself. 
Lady  Fairfax  was  a  presbyter  ian,  and  was  surround- 
ed by  presbyterian  ministers ;  the  chaplains  of 
Fairfax  were  independents  ;  and  were  driven  from 
his  presence  by  her  demeanour,  while  the  general 
himself  led  an  unquiet,  unpleasant  life  with  her 
on  their  account  %  The  result  was,  that  Fairfax 
on  this  occasion  began  to  express  his  scruples 
and  uneasiness  at  the  thought  of  marching  against 
the  Scots.  When  a  man  publicly  accepts  an  im- 
portant employment,  and  a  few  days  after  gives 
vent  to  his  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  what  he 
has  done,  this  amounts  to  something  like  a  moral 
certainty  that  his  new  views  are  the  result  of  an 
external  impression.  The  presbyterians,  and  lady 
Fairfax  as  a  presbyterian,  had  a  vehement  parti- 
ality for  the  presbyterians  of  Scotland,  and  the 
greatest  repugnance  to  engage  against  them  in 
bloodshed  and  war. 
Committee  The  council  of  state,  having  received  from  Fair- 
to  wait  on  fax  an  intimation  of  his  demur,  appointed  a  com- 
mittee of  Cromwel,  Lambert,  Harrison,  Whit- 
locke  and  St.  John,  to  confer  with  him  on  the 
subject,  and  endeavour  to  remove  his  difficulties. 
Of  these  persons  Cromwel  appeared  most  earnest 
with  him  to  forego  his  scruples,  alleging  the  dis- 

n  See  above,  Vol.  If,  p.  664,  note. 
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couragement  it  would  prove  to  the  English  army,    chap. 
and  the  advantage  it  would  afford  to  the  enemy,    i  XI"j_i 
if  their  general,  who  had  appeared  at  their  head       iG5o. 
on  all  former  occasions,  should  now  throw  up  his 
commission.    Cromwel  added,  that  he  had  rather 
serve  under  Fairfax  in  his  present  appointment, 
than  command  the  greatest  army  in  Europe.  But 
all  they  could  obtain  from  the  general,  was  a  de- 
claration, that,  if  the   Scots  actually  proceeded 
to  the  extremity  of  an  invasion,  he  would  cheer- 
fully lay  down  his  life  to  resist  them.     The  next  Fairfax  re- 
day  Fairfax  sent  in  his  resignation  to  the  parlia-  (Somwelia 
ment;  and  a  resolution  was  immediately  taken,  UJJJJSi 
and  an  act  passed,  constituting  Cromwel  captain  hun- 
general  and  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  forces 
of  England r. 

Ludlow  and  Whitlocke  have  both  of  them  left  sincerity  of 
an  account  of  the  conference  between  Fairfax  and  vindicated. 
the  committee.  They  each  of  them  remark,  that 
no  one  appeared  so  passionate  as  Cromwel  in 
endeavouring  to  remove  the  objections  of  the 
general,  insomuch  that  they  would  really  have 
thought  him  in  earnest,  if  subsequent  circum- 
stances had  not  enough  shewn  that  he  did  not 
over  much  desire  it.  And  what  were  these  cir- 
cumstances ?  Why,  that,  when  it  was  sufficiently 
known  that  Fairfax  would  not  be  moved  from  his 
purpose,  Cromwel    immediately  accepted  the  ap- 
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book    pointment  to  succeed  him.     Surely  this  is  very 
IIL       slight  evidence.     What  Whitlocke  and  Ludlow 
"TeST*    believed  while  the  scene  was  passing,  every  can- 
did mind  will  believe  now.     When  Fairfax  obs- 
tinately withdrew    himself   from   the    command, 
was  it  a  crime  in  Cromwel  to  believe  that  he  was 
the  fittest  man  to  fill  the  vacant  situation  ?  Why 
should  not  Cromwel  believe  what  every  one  else 
believed  ?  Was  this  a  proof  that  he  was  insincere 
in  his  exhortations  ? 
Generosity        Nothing  can  be  more  obvious  through  the  whole 
mems'ex-'"  stream  of  this  history,  than  the  generous  spirit  of 
empiificd.     Cromwel.  It  was  this,  that  made  the  virulent  and 
contumacious  genius  of  Lilburne  confess,  that  he 
had  looked  upon  Cromwel  "  as  the  most  absolute 
single-hearted,  great  man  in  England  s."     It  was 
the  same  disposition  that  produced  the  pliancy 
of  Cromwel  to  the  suggestions  of  Ireton,  the  stoop- 
ing of  a  mind   of  the  highest  class  to  another, 
which    iu   magnitude    of    comprehension    could 
scarcely  be  said  to  equal  his  own,  and  which  yet 
was  worthily  submitted  to1.  And  it  was  this  same 
temper  that  filled  Cromwel  with  admiration  for 
the  high  and  beautiful  qualities  of  Fairfax,  and 
made  him  say  and  think  at  the  time,  that  he  had 
rather  serve  under  him,  than  command  the  great- 
est army  in  Europe.    Cromwel  was  not  like  some 
usurpers  on  record,  who  stood  aloof,  and  regarded 

'  See  above,  Vol.  IT,  p.  419.  '  Ibid,  p.  201. 
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the  community  of  mankind  with  a  scowling  look,    chap. 
as  persons  unworthy  to  come  near  them.    He  had    ^IIL  t 
many  friends ;  and  in  his  own  family,  and  in  his       1650. 
most  intimate  connections,  he  was  distinguished 
by  the  warmth  of  his  affections. 

It  is  certainly  with  some  pain,  that  we  thus  Reflections, 
dismiss  perhaps  the  kindest-hearted  man  that  ever 
figured  so  high  on  the  stage  of  history.  We  are 
glad  that  Fairfax  loved  his  wife ;  but  it  was  not 
altogether  right,  that  he  should  sacrifice  all  his 
connections,  the  schemes  in  which  he  had  been 
engaged,  and  his  country,  at  the  shrine  of  her 
good  will.  It  is  difficult  to  know  exactly  what 
place  to  assign  to  the  accomplished  wife  of  a 
statesman.  He  is  bound  by  an  oath  not  to  dis- 
cover to  her  the  secrets  of  office  and  of  counsels ; 
that  oath  he  must  not  break.  There  have  been 
women  fully  competent  to  administer  the  affairs 
of  a  nation ;  let  such  govern  in  their  own  right. 
It  is  fit  that  a  wise  wife  should  direct  the  mea- 
sures of  a  foolish  husband ;  but  it  is  not  fit  that 
he  should  be  intrusted  with  the  welfare  of  mil- 
lions. In  a  word,  it  is  to  be  desired  that  every 
one  should  act  frankly  and  openly  for  him  or  her- 
self; there  is  something  dishonest  and  unhealthy 
in  all  cases  in  a  system  of  favouritism,  when  one 
person  is  the  puppet  that  appears  to  do  every 
thing,  and  another  irresponsible  person  lies  perdu, 
pulls  the  wires,  and  really  contributes  the  wisdom 
and  activity,  or  the  contrary,  which  another  gravely 
r«  presents 
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book         The  reader  must  not  imagine  however  that  it 

v*1^,  Mas  merely  for  kind-heartedness  that  Fairfax  was 
1650.       eminent.     He  was  a  most  accomplished  general. 

character  of  The  English  army,  revived  under  him  in  1645, 

Fairfax.  WRg  a  b0(jy  0f  a  totally  different  construction  and 
character,  from  what  it  had  been  before  that  pe- 
riod. He  led  them  on  to  assured  victory.  In  the 
field  of  battle  he  was  collected  and  vigilant,  see- 

Purity  of     ing  every  thing.  He  was  a  man  of  eminent  virtue. 

J'tion's!'0  He  was  inaccessible  to  the  impulses  of  a  crooked 
ambition,  and  was  consequently  the  fittest  man  in 
the  world  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  armies  of  a 
newly  constituted  republic. 

Trying  This  moment  was  doubtless  no  less  critical  to 

situation  of  T1  . 

Cromwei.  Cromwel,  than  it  was  to  the  state.  Before  this 
high  accession  of  trust  and  power,  and  for  some 
time  after,  he  had  done  no  act,  and  probably  con- 
ceived no  thought,  derogatory  to  the  confidence 
reposed  in  him,  or  to  the  purity  of  his  own  pa- 
triotism. But  this  was  the  crisis,  that  exposed 
him,  as  appeared  in  the  sequel,  to  the  heat  of  a 
temptation,  before  which  his  disinterestedness 
melted  away.  He  had  for  years  been  the  most 
efficient  man  in  the  republic.  He  had  defeated 
duke  Hamilton  in  the  battle  of  Preston.  He  had 
achieved  the  conquest  of  Ireland.  But  in  these 
undertakings  he  was  still  but  the  second  man  in 
the  command  of  the  forces  of  England.  He  was 
now  appointed  the  principal,  and  in  that  character 
proceeded  to  the  completion  of  two  successful 
campaigns.     It  was  only  by  slow  degrees  that  he 
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came  to  entertain  those  ambitious  thoughts,  that    chap. 

V  T  T  T 

in  the  sequel  proved  fatal  to  his  own  character    ^_ 
and  the  welfare  of  his  country.      But  they  found       igso. 
entrance  ;  and  imperceptibly  they  proceeded  to 
undermine  the  pillars  of  integrity  and  honesty  in 
his  bosom.    He  saw  himself  without  a  competitor. 
He  had  no  equal.     He  began  to  disdain  and  de- 
spise those  with  whom  he   had   hitherto  acted. 
Incomparably  the  man  of  the  highest  genius  he  Compa- 
now  met  in  the  council-chamber  at  Whitehall,  was  cromwel 
sir  Henry  Vane.      But  what  was  Vane  ?     He  was  a,ld  Vanft 
wholly  unfit  to  command  an  army.     He  did  not 
possess  that  most  glittering  and  striking  of  human 
accomplishments,  to  look  through  whole  files  and 
squadrons  of  athletic,  well  formed,  and  well  armed 
men,  and  inspire  them  at  once  with  confidence, 
submission  and  awe,  and  make  them  move  as  if 
they  had  only  one  soul,  and  march  at  his  word 
unflinching,  even  to  the  cannon's  mouth.   He  was 
said  by  those  who  had  had  the  best  opportunities 
of  observing  him,  though  we  see  nothing  of  this 
in  his  history,  to  have  been  of  a  timid  character". 
He  had  a  head  darkened  in  his  notions  of  theo- 
logy, and  set  up  a  form  of  religion  in  a  way  of 
his  own,  which  many  men  found  it  difficult   to 


u  Burnet  -ays,  "This  one  who  knew  him  well,  told  nie,  and 
gave  inc  eminent  instances  of  it."  It  was  probably  nothing  more 
than  a  nervous  sensibility,  which  made  him  liable  to  be  discom- 
posed at  some  incidental  surprise,  and  may  be  no  way  inconsistent 
with  the  truesl  m  ignanimity.  It  rather  tended  by  contrast  t<»  sip  w 
off  the  latter  to  superioi  ad^ 
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book    understand".     Cromwel  called  him  a  juggler*. 

v  1IL  J  Cromwel  was  a  fanatic  too.  No  matter  :  the  wild- 
i65o.  est  enthusiast,  the  man  who  believes  the  greatest 
number  of  absurdities,  will  always  be  found  as 
ready  as  the  most  practised  unbeliever,  to  laugh 
outright  at  the  absurdity  of  another,  which  finds 
no  place  in  his  creed. 

Cromwei'a        Cromwel  judged  of  himself,  that  he  was  a  man 

hhnTJir  °f  decidedly  of  a  superior  class  to  those  with  whom 
he  conversed.  Why  should  he  not  be  the  same 
in  his  own  act  and  valour,  as  he  was  in  reality? 
Why  should  he  not  shew  himself,  and  be  seen,  for 
what  he  was?  Why  should  not  all  outward  cir- 
cumstances, the  pomp  of  titles,  appellation  and 
attendance,  correspond  to  and  express  his  real 
worth  ?  Can  there  be,  it  was  thus  he  reasoned, 
either  immorality  or  sin  in  this  fitness  ? 

In  the  remarks  here  given  we  are  anticipating 
the  course  of  events.  It  was  only  by  slow  degrees 
that  Cromwel  arrived  at  the  conclusions,  which 
are  put  down  at  once  in  this  place. 

w  Burnet,  anno  1661. 

x  A  term  used  by  Cromwel  at  the  dispersion  of  the  parliament. 
See  below. 
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made  lieutenant-general  of  the  horse 
in  ireland. — cooke  chief  justice  of  ml'x- 
ster.  —  chakles's    compliances    with    the 

kirk  of  scotland. manoeuvres  of  the  two 

generals,   cromwel    and   leslie. battle 

of    dunbar. charles    withdraws    from 

the     scottish     army. — reconciliation. 

manoeuvres. 


OxV  the  same   day  on   which   Cromwel   was  ap-    chap. 

pointed  commander  in  chief,   a  declaration  was    <, '  > 

voted,  setting   forth   the  justice   and  necessity  of      u 


Deck 


a  ra- 


the expedition  into  Scotland.  The  reasons  prin-  tionofwar 
cipally  alleged  in  this  paper,  were,  that  the  par-  Sot"! 
liament  of  that  country  had  proclaimed  Charles 
the  Second  kino-  of  England  and  Ireland,  as  well 
as  of  Scotland,  immediately  after  the  death  of  his 
father,  and  that  they  had  constantly  refused  to 
recognise  the  present  government  of  England,  on 
all  occasions  refer  rins:  to  the  force  which  had  been 
put  upon  the  house  of  commons  by  the  army,  im- 
mediately previous  to  the  trial  of  the  late  sovereign". 

»  Tracts,  Gift  of  Geo.  Ill,  Vol.470,  Tract  4. 
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Charles  had  in  the  March  of  the  present  year 
signified  his  acceptance  of  the  invitation  of  the 
parliament  and  church  of  Scotland ;  and  his  ar- 
rival was  so  fully  counted  on,  that  on  the  twenty- 
first  of  May  the  parliament  voted  the  route  by 
which  he  should  proceed  from  Aberdeen  to  his 
own  palace  of  Falkland  b.  On  the  fourth  of  June 
they  referred  to  a  committee  the  consideration  of 
the  English  business,  and  the  looking  to  the  peace 
of  the  kingdom0;  and,  two  days  after,  they  re- 
ceived the  report  of  this  committee,  recommend- 
ing a  present  levy  of  horse  and  foot,  and  a  nomi- 
nation of  officers'1.  On  the  twenty-second  they 
adopted  letters  of  expostulation  to  the  speaker  of 
the  English  parliament  and  to  Fairfax0,  and  on 
the  twenty-fifth  passed  the  act  of  the  new  levy  for 
ten  thousand  foot  and  three  thousand  horse f. 

Cromwcl  set  out  from  London  for  Scotland  on 
the  third  day  after  receiving  his  commission^,  and 
crossed  the  Tweed  on  the  twenty-second  of  July  h. 
His  forces  amounted  to  seven  thousand  five  hun- 
dred foot,  and  three  thousand  five  hundred  horse. 
His  principal  officers  were  Fleetwood  lieutenant- 
general,  Lambert  major-general,  Wh alley  com- 
missary-general, Monk,  Pride  and  Overton1. 

Before  Cromwel  set  out  for  Scotland,  he  became 


b  Balfour,  Vol.  IV,  p.  19.  c  Ibid,  p.  4  1.  d  Ibid,  p.  47. 

8  Ibid,  p.54,  50.         f  Ibid,  p.  57, CO.        *  Whitlocke,  June  29. 
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i  Ibid,  p.  89. 
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anxious  respecting  the  situation  in  which  he  had  chap. 
left  his  friend  Ire  ton,  upon  whom  he  had  devolved  ^  xn  ' 
the  whole  care  of  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  both  civil  1650. 
and  military.  Under  this  urgency  he  cast  his 
eyes  on  Ludlow.  He  was  taking  with  him  in  his 
Scottish  expedition  all  the  choicest  and  most  able 
of  his  military  colleagues ;  and,  though  Ludlow 
was  not  altogether  the  sort  of  man  that  Cromwel, 
with  his  unbounded  sagacity  and  penetration, 
would  have  chosen  for  so  important  a  trust,  he 
was  upon  the  whole  perhaps  the  fittest  of  those 
who  were  unemployed:  and  hecamerecommended 
to  the  great  statesman  by  the  plain  honesty  and 
integrity  of  his  purposes,  qualities  that  would  be 
sure  to  give  him  a  firm  hold  on  the  confidence  of 
Ireton. 

With  these  thoughts  in  his  mind,  Cromwel  at  Conver- 

,   .  ,  t       1 1  •         i       i  sation  be- 

this  time  took  a  seat  near  to  Ludlow  m  the  house  twccn  him 
of  commons,  and  opened  a  conversation  with  him.  weL 
He  told  him,  that  he  had  observed  an  alteration 
in  his  looks  and  carriage,  and  was  sure  that,  in  a 
person  of  his  frank  and  upright  nature,  this  im- 
ported some  distrust.  Ludlow  readily  confessed, 
that  he  had  entered  into  the  jealousies,  commonly 
entertained  at  the  time  when  Cromwel  and  Ireton 
seemed  to  be  on  so  confidential  terms  with  the 
late  king.  Cromwel  descended  to  a  full  expla- 
nation of  the  views  with  which  they  had  thin 
been  actuated,  and  expressed  himself  with  such 
openness   and    zeal    upon   a    variety   of  subjects. 
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book    that  he   ended    with    gaining  Ludlow's   heart k. 

^  j  In  fine  Ludlow,  on  the  suggestion  of  Cromwel, 
i65o.  was  appointed  lieutenant-general  of  the  horse  in 
the  army  of  Ireland  ;  and  he,  with  Ireton  and 
colonel  John  Jones,  were  named  commissioners 
for  managing  and  right  ordering  the  civil  affairs 
of  that  country l.  To  these  were  shortly  after  added 
Miles  Corbet,  John  Weaver  and  Richard  Salwaym. 

Cooke  aP-         One  of  the  topics  that  occurred  in  the  conver- 

chiefjustice  sation  of  Ludlow  and  Cromwel  is  in  many  ways 
material  to  the  character  of  the  commonwealth, 
and  of  some  of  the  principal  persons  concerned  in 
its  affairs.  Cromwel  had  shortly  before  appointed 
John  Cooke,  who  had  been  solicitor  for  the  par- 
liament on  the  trial   of  Charles  the  First,  to  be 

iiis  writ-  chief  justice  for  the  province  of  Munster.  Cooke 
distinguished  himself  so  early  as  February  1646 
by  publishing  a  tract  of  no  common  merit,  en- 
titled, The  Vindication  of  the  Professors  and  Pro- 
fession of  the  Law,  in  which  is  declared  what 
manner  of  persons  Christian  Magistrates,  Judges 
and  Lawyers  ought  to  be.  Cromwel,  either  from 
the  perusal  of  this  tract,  or  from  personal  inter- 
course with  the  author,  was  led  to  conceive  that 
he  was  a  man  who  might  be  most  usefully  and 
advantageously  employed  in  the  highest  admi- 
nistration of  justice.  The  tract  itself  abounds  in 
suggestions  how   the  administration   of  the  law 


k  Ludlow,  p.  816,  it  seqq,       '  Journals,  July  2.       m  Ibid,  Oct.  4. 
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may  be  rendered  easy,  expeditious  and  beneficial    chap. 
to  the   community  at  large,   and  is  written  with    ^        _, 
that  generous   disdain,  which  the  writer  derived       i6«>. 
from  the  witness  in  his  own  breast,  of  the  vulgar 
notion  that  pleaders  in  the  law-courts  were  par- 
ticularly disqualified  from  being  members  of  par- 
liament and  lawgivers. 

Cromwel,  in  his  conversation  with  Ludlow,  af-  Cromwel's 
firmed,  that  the  main  operation  of  the  law,  as  at  respecting 
present  constituted,  was  to  maintain  the  lawyers, 
and  assist  the  rich  in  oppressing  the  poor.  He 
added,  that  Cooke,  then  justice  in  Ireland,  by  pro- 
ceeding in  a  summary  and  expeditious  way,  de- 
termined more  causes  in  a  week,  than  Westminster 
Hall  in  a  year.  Ireland,  said  Cromwel,  is  as  a 
clean  paper  in  that  particular,  and  capable  of 
being  governed  by  such  laws  as  shall  be  found 
most  agreeable  to  justice  :  and  these  may  be  so 
impartially  administered  there,  as  to  afford  a  good 
precedent  to  England  itself,  where,  when  we  shall 
once  perceive  that  property  may  be  preserved  at 
so  easy  and  cheap  a  rate,  we  shall  certainly  never 
allow  ourselves  to  be  cheated  and  abused  as  we 
have  been". 

This  conversation  at  once  shews  the  degree  in   liishu- 

,..  .  .  ,  li-i  inanity  to- 

which  a  love  of  justice  and  public  happiness  pre-  wards  Ire- 
vailed  in  the  mind  of  Cromwel,  and  agreeably  il- 
lustrates  how  much  the  present  conquerors  of  [re- 

"  Ludlow,  p.  319. 
VOL.    111.  CJ 


the  Scottish 
govern- 
ment. 
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book  land  desired  to  see  impartiality  and  equity  prevail 
v*11'^  in  that  country,  instead  of  directing  their  atten- 
i65a  tion,  as  too  often  happens  in  such  cases,  to  the 
consideration  how  the  conquest  and  reduction  of 
the  people  may  be  made  the  means  of  indiscrimi- 
nate forfeitures  and  confiscations. — To  return  to 
the  narrative  of  the  Scottish  expedition. 
Contest  of  The  king  proceeded  from  Falkland  to  Perth  to- 
Second  and  wards  the  end  of  July,  and  from  Perth  to  Stirling0. 
He  was  brought  to  the  army  near  Leith  on  the 
twenty-seventh ;  and  on  the  same  day  a  procla- 
mation was  published  in  his  name,  in  which  the 
authors  laid  aside  all  the  qualifications  to  which 
they  had  hitherto  adhered,  and  spoke  plainly  of 
the  evil  and  wickedness  committed  in  murdering 
the  late  king,  and  proscribed  all  those  who,  since 
the  force  put  upon  the  parliament  by  the  army, 
had  sat  in  the  English  house  of  commons  and 
partaken  of  the  guilt  of  that  act?.  The  king 
however  himself  expressed  his  disapprobation  of 
another  part  of  this  proclamation,  in  which  he  was 
made  to  confess  the  great  evil  of  the  ways  into 
which  he  had  been  led  by  wicked  counsel ;  and 
his  presence  was  found  so  popular  among  the 
soldiery,  that  the  committee  judged  it  expedient 
to  remove  him  back  again  to  Dumferlino;  on  the 
second  of  August,  and  from  thence  to  Perth  9.  At 


°  Sir  Edward  Walker,  p.  162.  p  Ibid,  p.  163,  164. 

4  Ibid,  p.  165,  169. 
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length,  by  their  importunities,  and  urgent  repre-  chap. 
sentations  of  the  necessity  of  his  compliance,  they  y,  _, 
extorted  from  him  on  the  sixteenth  of  August  his  icoo. 
concurrence  to  a  declaration  in  which  every  thing  mits. 
was  expressed  to  their  heart's  content.  The  king 
observes,  that,  though  as  a  dutiful  son,  he  is  obliged 
to  honour  the  memory  of  his  father,  and  have  in 
estimation  the  person  of  his  mother,  yet  doth  he 
desire  to  be  deeply  afflicted  before  God,  for  his 
father's  opposition  to  the  work  of  reformation,  by 
which  so  much  blood  of  the  Lord's  people  had 
been  shed  in  these  kingdoms,  and  for  the  idolatry 
of  his  mother.  He  professes  and  declares,  that  he 
will  have  no  enemies  but  the  enemies  of  the  co- 
venant, and  that  he  detests  and  abhors  all  popery, 
superstition  and  idolatry,  together  with  prelacy, 
and  all  errors,  heresy,  schism  and  profaneness,  and 
will  endeavour  their  extirpation  to  the  utmost  of 
his  power.  He  acknowledges  the  exceeding  sinful- 
ness of  the  treaty  and  peace  made  with  the  bloody 
Irish  rebels,  and  the  allowing  them  the  liberty  of 
the  Popish  religion,  and  declares  them  to  be  ut- 
terly null  and  void1".  They  compelled  him  to  hear 
long  sermons :  Burnet  tells  of  six  that  were  preach- 
ed before  him  on  one  fast-day  without  intermis- 
sion. Buckingham  appears  to  have  been  among 
the  most  pious  and  presbyterian  of  the  crew8. 

There  seems  to  have  been  a  great  deal  of  skil-  Skilful  ma. 

noeui  i  nig 

between 

Leslie,  the 
r  Ibid,  p.  170,  it  teqq.  '  Own  Time.  Buok  I.  v  ottisbge- 

~  oeral,  and 

'J  —  Cromwel. 
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book  ful  manoeuvring-  between  Cromwel,  and  David 
*T1  ^,  Leslie,  the  Scottish  general.  Cromwel  quartered 
1650.  his  army  at  Musselborougb,  near  Edinburgh,  in 
the  last  days  of  July.  He  found  Leslie  posted 
behind  a  strong  intrenchment,  which  covered  the 
metropolis,  and  reached  from  its  western  extremity 
as  far  as  the  port  of  Leith '.  The  whole  country 
from  the  Tweed  was  laid  waste.  Accounts  had 
been  industriously  spread  of  the  barbarities  the 
Scots  might  look  for  from  the  English  sectaries ; 
and  in  their  march  they  found  no  male  between 
sixty  and  six  years  of  age,  and  very  few  women 
and  children".  It  was  the  policy  of  the  Scots  to 
reduce  the  invader  to  the  greatest  extremities,  and 
thus  to  compel  him  to  evacuate  the  country.  Les- 
lie, before  the  end  of  August,  had  an  army  which 
nearly  doubled  that  of  Cromwel,  but  was  in  no 
degree  to  be  compared  with  it  in  discipline  and 
experience.  Cromwel  seemed  to  have  given  into 
the  snare  that  was  laid  for  him,  either  because  he 
was  not  prepared  for  such  a  reception,  or  that  he 
trusted  in  his  skill  and  resources  to  extricate  him 
in  the  sequel. 
Cromwel  The  business  of  each  general  was  to  cut  off  the 

to  Dunbar,  supplies  of  the  other  ;  and  for  this  purpose  Crom- 
wel marched  west  to  the  foot  of  the  Pentland  hills, 
that  he  might  interpose  himself  between  Edin- 
burgh and  Stirling.    Leslie  counteracted  this  mea- 


1  Cromwelliana,  p.  85.  "  Whitlocke,  Aug.  5. 
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sure,  by  a  motion  also  to  the  west,  but  in  a  line  chap. 
farther  to  the  north,  taking  care  that  his  army  ^  |_, 
should  be  covered  by  a  bog  which  made  him  in-  1650. 
accessible  to  the  enemy.  Here  Cromwel  was  at 
a  disadvantage,  and  was  obliged  to  march  back 
to  the  sea  for  provisions w.  Meanwhile  Leslie  had 
sent  forward  a  strong  party  in  hopes  to  reduce 
Musselborough,  and  thus  to  oblige  Cromwel  to 
retire  into  the  south  x.  As  the  season  advanced, 
and  the  English  found  it  impossible  to  force  the 
Scots  into  action,  it  was  resolved  in  a  general 
council  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  August,  that  the 
army  should  fall  back  on  Dunbar,  and  there  for- 
tify the  town,  which,  if  any  thing  could,  it  was 
thought  would  force  Leslie  to  engage,  and  beside, 
would  furnish  a  magazine  for  a  constant  supply  of 
provisions,  and  a  deposit  for  the  reception  of  such 
recruits  both  of  horse  and  foot  as  might  be  sent 
from  Berwick  y.  Accordingly,  they  marched  on 
the  thirtieth  from  Musselborough  to  Haddington, 
and  the  next  day  from  Haddington  to  Dunbar, 
while  Leslie  continually  hung  upon  and  annoyed 
their  rear2.  The  Scots  by  this  time  became  elated 
with  confidence ;  and,  believing  that  Cromwel 
was  in  full  retreat  for  England,  their  general  sent 
forward  a  considerable  party  to  seize  the  pass  at 
Copperspath,  directly  between  Dunbar  and  Ber- 


'  Whitlocke,  \  ■  ,  S<  pt.  6.    Cromwelliana,  p. :;; 

••  Whitlocke,  S<  pt.  6  I  romwelliana,  p,  •  ■  Ibid,  | 
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w  lck  ;  and  it  was  given  out  that  the  English  com- 
mander would  soon  be  reduced  to  the  same  ex- 
tremity as  the  earl  of  Essex  had  been,  when  his 
whole  army  surrendered  to  Charles  the  First  at 
Lestwithiel.  The  forces  of  the  Scots  were  com- 
puted to  double  the  numbers  of  the  English  army*. 
In  this  crisis  Leslie  abandoned  the  caution  with 
which  he  had  hitherto  proceeded,  and,  that  he 
might  more  completely  cut  oft'  Cromwel  in  his 
retreat,  deserted  the  high  ground  he  had  uniformly 
occupied,  and  came  down  into  the  plain.  The 
English  commander  joyfully  seized  the  opportu- 
nity thus  afforded  him,  and  on  the  second  of  Sep- 
tember ordered  battle  to  be  given  the  next  morn- 
ing. He  was  not  disappointed  in  his  expectation. 
The  English,  the  best  disciplined  and  most  reso- 
lute army  that  had  been  seen  for  centuries,  soon 
displayed  their  superiority;  and  the  engagement, 
strictly  so  called,  did  not  occupy  an  entire  hour. 
Three  thousand  men  were  slain  in  the  field,  and 
ten  thousand  made  prisoners,  with  two  hundred 
pair  of  colours,  and  their  whole  train  of  artillery; 
and  all  this  was  effected  with  the  loss  of  about 
twenty  men1'. 

Shortly  after  the  battle  of  Dunbar  Cromwel  took 
possession  of  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow0.  Edin- 
burgh Castle  did  not  surrender  till  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  December d. 


Ibid.  h  Ibid,  p.  90.  r  Ibid,  p.  92.  d  Ibid,  p.  99. 
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The  defeat  at  Dunbar  was  by  no  means  a  source    cha  p. 

•  \  i  v 

of  pure  regret  to  the  king  and  the  royalists  to    ^_     __, 

whom  he  was  attached.  Hitherto  the  ruling  power      i65o. 
had  been  in  the  hands  of  Argyle  and  the  clergy ;  wholly  di* 
and  they  had  exercised  it  with  inexorable  severity,  ^th  the 
They  had  compelled  the  king  in  public  to  deplore  [j"* *■ 
the  obstinacy  of  his  father,  and  the  idolatry  of  his 
mother.  They  had  removed  from  his  person  nearly 
all  the  attendants   in  whose  society  he  delighted, 
and  had  substituted  others  who  were  exceedingly 
distasteful  to  him.     They  had  bitterly  tried  his 
youthful   vivacity  and   impatience  with   sermons 
and  devotions  without  end.      On  all  this  he  had 
been  obliged  to  put  a  face  of  inflexible  gravity. 
To  crown  the  whole,  they  appointed  a  day  of  hu- 
miliation, on  which  Charles  was  publicly  to  pro- 
fess his  contrition  for  fourteen  enormous  sins  by 
which  he  and   his  followers   had  brought  upon 
themselves  the  divine  displeasure  e.    This  last  dis- 
grace he  was  spared  by  the  event  of  the  field  of 
Dunbar. 

No  sooner  had  the  party  of  the  church  been  Hewith- 
baffled  and  mortified  by  the  great  defeat  sustained  Bdfsnd. 
by  the  Scottish  army,  than  a  plot  was  immediately 
formed,  in  pursuance  of  which  the  king  was  to 
retire  from  Perth  to  the  north  of  Scotland,  where 
he  was  shortly  to  find  himself  at  the  head  of  an 
army,  not  less  hostile  to  Argyle  and  his  party,  than 

— ■         ■■       —  .  -..111!  I..  W  I  .—    I.  ■  »  —  -  -  —  -   w 

'  Walker,  i».  181,  L85,  186.    Balfour,  Vol.  IV,  p,  108,  el  u 
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to  the  English  parliament.  In  execution  of  this 
project  Charles  withdrew  himself  secretly^  from 
Perth  on  the  fourth  of  October,  and  reached  that 
same  night  an  obscure  retreat  in  the  Grampian 
hills  at  the  distance  of  forty-two  miles f.  Here 
he  was  overtaken  by  a  party  sent  in  pursuit  of 
him,  and  partly  by  persuasion,  and  partly  by  force, 
brought  back  to  Perth.  From  this  time  however 
his  situation  was  considerably  mended.  An  in- 
demnity was  immediately  voted  to  all  persons  who 
had  engaged  in  the  plan  of  insurrection  ;  and  the 
king  was  for  the  first  time  admitted  to  be  present 
at  and  preside  in  the  committee  of  estates  on  the 
tenth  6.  Preparations  were  also  ordered  to  be  made 
for  the  solemnity  of  his  coronation1'. 

But,  if  the  committee  of  estates  thus  shewed 
themselves  ready  to  give  way  to  the  king  and  his 
friends,  there  was  a  part  of  the  kingdom  animated 
with  a  very  different  sentiment.  A  copious  and 
earnest  remonstrance  was  prepared  on  the  part  of 
the  gentlemen,  commanders  and  clergy  of  the 
counties  of  Renfrew,  Air,  Galloway,  Wigton  and 
Dumfries,  the  south-western  division  of  Scotland, 
in  which  they  blamed  the  manner  of  admitting 
Charles  into  the  kingdom,  questioned  the  pro- 
priety of  adhering  to  him   in  his  present  dispo- 


'  Balfour,  p.  112.     Walker,  p.  197,  et  seqq. 

»  Balfour,  p.  116,  121,  125. 

h  Walker,  p.  202.     Balfour  p.  123. 
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sitions,   and  solemnly   disclaimed  and  protested  chap. 

against  any  design  of  invading  the  borders  of  ^ 

England.     This    remonstrance    is    dated  on  the  L650. 
seventeenth  K 

The  western  counties  were  allowed  to  raise  an  Their  lead- 

l-i  ers  unite 

army  of  five  thousand  men,  which  was  not  to  be  themselves 
under  the  control  of  the  commander  in  chief.  The  wei. 
principal  officers  of  this  army  were  Strachan  and 
Ker.  Strachan  had  fought  by  the  side  of  Crom- 
wel  at  the  battle  of  Preston  ;  and,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  his  present  engagement,  he  seems 
to  have  been  in  correspondence  with  the  English 
general.  The  remonstrance  of  the  western  coun- 
ties appears  to  have  been  framed  partly  with  a 
view  to  cover  this  new  coalition.  Thus  circum- 
stanced, Cromwel  found  it  his  interest  to  tempo- 
rise, that  he  might  not  by  hasty  measures  bring- 
on  hostilities  with  an  enemy  predisposed  to  favour 
him.  His  march  to  Glasgow  was  partly  designed 
to  produce  an  appearance  as  if  the  western  army 
was  cut  off  from  the  rest  of  the  kingdom.  Finally, 
on  the  first  of  December,  an  engagement  took 
place  between  Lambert  and  Ker,  in  which  Ker  i^ 
said  voluntarily  to  have  suffered  himself  to  In 
taken  prisoner  ;  and  the  next  day  Strachan  openly 
joined  Cromwel  with  a  portion  of  his  forces.  The 
western  army  either  followed  their  leaders  in  this 
manoeuvre,  or  were  immediately  dissolvedk. 

1  Balfour,  p.  in  to  160.     Burnet,  Own  Time,  Book  I. 
k  Bailli<  .  \  ol.  II,  i'.  349,  ei  segq. 
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CHAPTER    XV. 

CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF  STATE 
ALTERED. REASONS  OF  THIS  CHANGE. COM- 
MITTEES.  MILTON  :     HIS    DEFENSIO    PRO    PO- 

PULO   ANGLIC  J  NO. 

In  electing  the  council  of  state  for  the  third  year    chap. 
a  new  mode  of  proceeding  was  adopted.     In  the   yj        , 
reelection  of  February   1650,  the  names  of  the      i65i. 
preceding  council  were  regularly  called  over,  and  don  of  the 
put  to  the  vote  ;  and,  in  consequence,  one  having  SJJi&S 
died  in  the  interval,  thirty-seven  were  rechosen,  ed- 
and  three  only  rejected.     It  was  felt  that  this  was  Motives  of 
giving  to  the  executive  government  too  much  the  * 
air  of  a  standing  council.     The  parliament  had 
been  of  necessity,  and  was  likely  to  continue  for 
some  time  to  come,  a  fixed  and   unvaried  body. 
For  this  there  were  potent  reasons.      But  there 
could  be  no  such  reason  for  making  the  council 
of  state  permanent.     It  had  been  decided  in  the 
beginning:  that  this  member  of  the  o-ovcrnment 
should  be   a   body    holding  its   office   for  twelve 
months  only.      One  of  the  most  essential  features  Benefits oi 
of  a  free  state  is  rotation,  and  that  those  men  who 
are  intrusted  for  the  public  good  with   high  and 
comprehensive  powers,  should  be  subjected  to  the 
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purification  of  new  and  frequently  repeated  elec- 
tions. All  offices  in  such  a  state  should,  as  far  as 
is  practicable,  be  thrown  open  to  all.  No  man 
should  be  allowed  to  consider  the  powers  he  holds 
in  trust  for  the  nation  a  sinecure  and  an  inheri- 
tance. It  is  good,  that  men  qualified  for  office 
should  feel  that  at  certain  stated  intervals  they 
are  not  unlikely  to  be  invited  to  accept  it.  It  is 
good,  that  a  certain  portion  of  fresh  and  unworn 
understanding  and  enterprise,  not  trained  in  the 
shackles  of  an  unvaried  routine,  should  from  time 
to  time  be  introduced  into  the  national  councils. 
It  is  like  the  introduction  of  new  blood  into  the 
frame,  which,  if  not  practicable  in  the  micro- 
cosm of  individual  man,  may,  if  temperately  em- 
ployed, perhaps  always  be  of  advantage  in  ad- 
ministering the  affairs  of  a  state a. 

It  was  perhaps  some  such  reasonings  as  these 


a  One  of  the  most  valued  friends  of  my  mature  years,  the  late 
William  Nicholson,  held  this  view  of  human  affairs  and  human 
society  to  be  of  so  much  importance,  that  he  was  accustomed  to 
regard  it  as  a  proof  of  the  excellence  of  the  system  of  the  universe 
in  relation  to  the  way  in  which  one  generation  of  men  goes  off  the 
stage,  and  is  succeeded  by  another.  He  said,  that  we  are  by  the 
constitution  of  our  nature  the  creatures  of  habit,  so  as  inevitably 
for  each  man  to  become  by  certain  degrees  the  enemy  of  novelty 
and  bold  innovation.  But,  in  science,  in  art,  in  political  institu- 
tions and  in  morals,  human  nature  is  susceptible  of  perpetual  im- 
provement. It  is  therefore  good  and  desirable,  that  there  should 
be  a  perpetual  succession  of  youth,  id  silva  foliis  pronos  mvtanturin 
annos,  tin  better  to  adapt  itself  to  this  invaluable  feature  in  human 
intellect.-  Tin  liberal  reader  will  forgive  me  for  intruding  [Is  it 
his  instructive  record  ol  the  man  I  loved. 
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that  influenced  the  statesmen  of  the  common- 
wealth on  the  present  occasion.  They  knew  how- 
ever that  an  abrupt  and  a  total  change  in  the  ad-  i65i. 
ministration  of  public  affairs,  could  scarcely  ever 
be  good.  They  knew  that  there  were  some  men 
in  the  old  council,  so  valuable,  so  extraordinary 
and  unparalleled  in  their  endowments,  that  the 
interests  of  all  would  not  allow  them  to  be  spared. 
They  knew  that  there  ought  to  be  a  certain  por- 
tion of  the  old  ingredients  preserved,  that  so  the 
new  council  might  the  better  apprehend  the  right 
principles  that  had  been  laid  down,  and  the  sound 
experience  that  had  been  accumulated  in  the  reign 
of  their  predecessors.  It  would  be  absurd  to  esta- 
blish it  as  a  sweeping  principle,  that  the  men  who 
governed  well  in  the  first  and  second  year  of  the 
commonwealth,  were  unfit  to  be  trusted  with  the 
public  interests  in  the  third. 

Influenced  by  all  these  views  of  the  question,  Rule  that 
parliament  decided  on  the  fifth  of  February  that  Sown.' 
the  council  of  state  for  the  ensuing  year  should 
consist  of  forty-one  persons,  and  that  only  twenty- 
one  of  those  who  were  now  of  the  council  should 
be  allowed  to  be  reelected  b.  The  ablest  and  most 
highly  endowed  of  the  individuals  who  were  ex- 
cluded by  the  operation  of  this  rule  on  the  present 
occasion,  was  Henry  Marten. 

We  have  mentioned  in  the  bejrinnino;  of  the  Commit 

tecs  of 


council. 
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second  year  the  practice  which  obtained  of  di- 
viding the  council  of  state  into  committees,  each 
being  impowered  to  conduct  its  own  branch  of 
the  administration  severally,  without  reference  to 
the  council  at  large.  The  only  check  upon  this 
appears  to  have  been  that  the  committees  were 
liable  to  be  renewed  every  second  weekc,  and  that 
therefore,  at  least  when  the  period  of  renewal 
came,  the  council  would  necessarily  by  their  vote 
express  their  approbation  or  otherwise  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  their  committee. 

The  committee  for  law,  which  was  a  new  com- 
mittee in  the  present  year,  consisted  of  Bradshaw, 
Whitlocke,  Lisle,  Rolle,  St.  John,  Widdrington, 
Prideaux,  Say  and  Loved,  all  of  them  lawyers. 
The  committee  for  examinations  was  Bradshaw, 
Lisle,  Scot,  Prideaux,  sir  Henry  Mildmay,  sir 
William  Masham,  Cawley,  Carew  and  Gurdon  d. 

The  cause  of  Charles  the  First  was  the  cause 
of  all  kings,  and  was  deeply  interesting  to  mon- 
archs,  to  the  innumerable  train  of  dependents 
who  live  on  the  smiles  of  monarchs,  and  to  all 
those  persons  in  every  country,  who  hold  mon- 
archy, absolute  or  mixed,  to  be  essential  to  the 
well-being  of  nations,  and  the  happiness  of  man- 
kind. The  friend  of  freedom  may  see  cause  to 
resist,  and  even  to  fight  against  the  decree  of  a 
king ;  but,  if  monarchy  form  any  part  of  his  creed, 


c  Order  Book,  Feb.  18,  1650.  J  Ibid,  Mar.  1,  1651. 
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he  can  scarcely  in  any  circumstances  approve  the 
trial  and  capital  punishment  of  a  sovereign.  In 
other  times  such  a  catastrophe  would  have  put  a  i65i. 
sword  in  the  hand  of  all  the  neiofhbourinof  sove- 
reigns,  to  chastise  the  audacity  of  a  people  (or  at 
least  of  a  government),  who  had  dared  to  per- 
petrate so  nefarious  a  deed.  Such  was  not  the 
case  at  present.  The  remote  and  island  situation 
of  our  country,  the  toto  divisi  orbe  Britanni,  led 
other  sovereigns  to  hope  that  the  example  would 
not  prove  contagious.  The  division  of  European 
states  into  popish  and  Protestant,  was  of  more  con- 
sideration than  it  has  since  been :  and  it  would 
have  been  difficult  to  form  a  league  of  sovereigns, 
to  avenge  the  cause  of  a  heretic  prince,  and  to  re- 
store his  heretic  son  to  the  throne  of  his  fathers. 

Still  Charles  the  Second,  and  his  courtiers,  and  Eikon 
his  adherents  at  home  and  abroad,  thought  it  of 
the  greatest  importance,  to  maintain  his  cause, 
and  reprove  the  sacrilege  that  had  been  com- 
mitted, through  the  medium  of  the  press.  This 
had  been  done  with  great  success  in  England,  by 
the  publication  of  the  Eikon  Basilikee. 

But  they  thought  something  more  than  this  due  a  book 
to  the  governments  and  people  of  other  countries,  gfddeext" 
The  English  language  was  little  known   beyond  SSbythe 
the  limits  of  its  own   people.      They  wished  to  r°ya,ists- 
speak  to  the  human  species  in  general,  in  a  lan- 

u  See  nbovc,  Vol.  II,  p.  684. 
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book  guage  universally  understood  by  all  persons  of 
^_  __,  distinction  and  education.  The  "  King's  Book," 
i65i.  as  it  was  called,  spoke  to  the  feelings  of  its 
readers,  and  strongly  excited  the  sympathy,  at 
least  of  all  men  who  were  lovers  of  kings.  But 
the  rights  of  monarchs  and  the  sacredness  of  the 
person  of  a  sovereign,  constituted  a  great  public 
theme,  and  deserved  to  be  maintained  in  all  the 
forms,  and  with  all  the  severity  and  unassailable- 
ness  of  losfic,  that  universities  and  a  consummate 
literature  could  furnish.  A  declamation  against 
the  unheard  of  and  inhuman  insolence  of  subjects, 
who  dared  to  take  away  the  life  of  their  sovereign 
with  the  forms  of  a  legal  proceeding,  ought  to  be 
branded  with  all  the  copiousness  of  eloquence, 
which  the  sounding  and  impressive  language  in 
which  Cicero  had  composed,  could  alone  ade- 
quately furnish. 
Saimasius  The  little  court  of  Charles  looked  round  through 
app  ie  to.  j.jie  neighbouring  nations,  and  with  laudable  judg- 
ment fixed  upon  a  man,  who  ranked  at  that  mo- 
ment in  the  highest  bench  of  the  European  learned, 
Claudius  Salmasiusf.  This  man,  a  republican  and 
a  presbyterian,  was  bought  at  the  trivial  price  of 
a  hundred  jacobuses ».  He  was  transported  at  the 
thouoht  of  bein"'  selected  from  his  brethren  of 
letters  on  so  memorable  an  occasion.  He  sat  down 

f  Sarravii  Epi-toLe,  Mar.  11,  1G50. 

K  Birch,  Life  of  Milton,  p.  34. — A  coin  valued  at  twenty-five 
shillings. 
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to  compose  an  elaborate  pleading  for  the  cause  in     en  a  p. 
which  he  was  enoao-ed.      He  doubtless  believed 
that  he  should  successfully  hold  up  the  present       icsi. 
government  of  England  to   universal  execration, 
and  perhaps  flattered  himself  that,  with  no  stronger 
weapon  than  a  pen,  he  should  be  instrumental  in 
restoring  his  royal  client  to  a  throne.      His  book,   His  work, 
entitled   Dvfensio   Regia  pro   Carolo   Primo  ad  iu^pr0 
Carolum  Secundum,  was  published  in  the  close  of  j^f 


imo. 


the  year  1649 h. 

The  rulers  of  England  did  not  think  this  occa-  Milton  cm- 

i  r     ^       •  •  m,  •    i        ,       ployed  to 

sion  unworthy  ot  their  attention.  I  hey  wished,  answer  it. 
if  possible,  that  this  boasted  champion  of  royalty 
should  be  refuted  ;  and,  as  they  entertained  no 
doubt  of  the  goodness  of  their  cause,  so  they  de- 
sired that  it  should  be  asserted  with  the  majesty 
of  a  free  people,  and  with  the  calm  and  serene 
confidence  which  was  worthy  of  the  great  cause 
of  human  rights.  They  were  anxious,  as  far  as 
strength  of  argument  and  masterv  of  language 
could  effect  that  purpose,  to  set  themselves  right 
in  the  face  of  Europe.  For  this  end  they  cast 
their  eyes  upon  Milton'. — Milton  had  already 
published  with  considerable  applause  in  the  Eng- 
lish tongue,  a  book,  entitled  Eikonoclastes,  bein<2    Hiapub- 

i        r-i  •  i  t-»      -i-i  ii-  i  lications 

an  answer  to  the   Kikon    Basuike.      His   reply   to 
Salmasius   was   finished    in   the  year   L650,   and 


I  >rder  Book  of  Council,  Nov,  19,  1649 
'  [bid,  Jan   8,  Ii 
VOL.    111.  R 
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hook    published  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  year, 

III 

.         _,    under  the  title  of  Joannis  Miltoni  Angli  pro  Po- 
i65i.      pulo  Anglicano  Defensioi.     Its  success  was  such 
as  fully  to  answer  the  most  sanguine  expectations 
of  the  author  or  his  patrons. 

Disadvan-         It  was  a  great  disadvantage  to  Salmasius  that 

sSmaius.  he  had  already  professed  himself  an  impassioned 
republican k,  and  that  he  had  written  with  great 
acrimony  against  the  institution  of  prelates1.  He 
was  looked  upon  on  the  present  occasion  merely 
as  a  hired  orator;  and  mankind  have  hitherto 
agreed  to  regard  the  person  with  contempt  who, 
at  least  through  the  medium  of  the  press,  stands 
forth  the  champion  of  opinions  and  sentiments 
which  he  does  not  sincerely  entertain. 

Advantages  Another  disadvantage  under  which  the  advocate 
of  royalty  laboured  on  this  occasion,  arose  out  of 
his  well  established  fame.  Parcere  subjectis,  et 
debellare  superbos,  was  the  motto  of  the  Roman 
people  of  old.  But  it  was  not  peculiar  to  them  ; 
jealousy  is  a  principle  widely  diffused  among  the 
human  species;  and  we  have  all  of  us  a  secret  plea- 
sure in  mortifying  the  haughty,  and  encouraging 
the  unpractised  candidate  for  fame.  Milton,  with 
talents  equal  to  almost  any  literary  undertaking, 
and  who  was  destined  to  produce  a  glorious  and 


of  Milton. 


J  Order  Book,  Dec.  23,  1650,  June  13,  1651. 
k  Laudes  et  Vita  Salmasii  a  Clementio,  p.  41. 
1  Ibid,  p.  49. 
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sublime  composition  that  shall  live  for  ever,  was    chap. 
hitherto  unknown  to  the  republic  of  the  learned.    ^^^        , 
His  book  therefore,  replete  with  the  merits  of  ar-       1051. 
gument,  eloquence,  wit,  and  a  classic  diction,  com- 
bined in  its  favour  the  suffrages  of  all  competent 
judges. 

He  employed  against  Salmasius  all  the  weapons  style  of  his 
that  controversy  affords.  His  reasonings  were  im- 
pressive  and  acute.  His  learning  was  equal,  or 
only  inferior,  to  that  of  his  adversary.  He  brought 
forward  all  the  resources  of  a  grammarian  and  a 
critic,  and  therefore  often  foiled,  and  often  held  up 
to  contempt  his  opponent,  even  in  his  own  strong 
hold.  As  a  controversialist,  Milton  was  wholly  a 
stranger  to  mercy,  and  there  was  no  measure  in 
the  invective  that  he  was  ready  to  employ  against 
him  whom,  in  such  a  cause,  he  was  desirous  to  re- 
fute. The  style  of  controversy  in  general  in  this 
age  was  acrimonious  and  atrocious ;  and  Milton 
did  not  come  behind  any  of  his  contemporaries 
in  these  particulars. 

It  was  unlucky  for  Salmasius,  that,  soon  after  Queen  of 
he  had  completed  his  work,  he  set  out  on  a  visit  patronise* 
to  Christina,  queen  of  Sweden.   This  woman,  who  Salmasulf- 
filled   all   Europe   with  her  eccentricities,  was  a 
princess  of  considerable  talents,  learned  herself, 
and  a  passionate  encourager  of  learned  men.    She 
received  Salmasius  with  the  greatest  distinction. 
The  delicacv  of  his  health  could  not  endure  the 
cold  climate  of  Stockholm;  and  the  queen  is  said 

r  2 
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to  have  spent  hours  with  him  alone  by  his  bed- 
side, and  to  have  performed  for  him  all  the  func- 
tions which  arc  necessary  to  a  valetudinarian111. 
In  the  midst  of  this  intoxicating-  scene  of  royal 
obsequiousness  Milton's  book  reached  Stockholm. 
The  queen  read  it;  she  devoured  it;  she  made 
no  secret  of  her  exceeding  admiration  of  the  abi- 
lities of  the  author".  Officious  tongues  carried 
the  displeasing  news  to  Salmasius.  The  queen 
was  too  humane  and  considerate  to  reverse  the 
treatment  with  which  she  had  honoured  him.  He 
was  on  every  account  desirous  to  remove  to  an- 
other climate;  and  Christina  dismissed  him  with 
honour0.  He  left  Sweden  in  the  autumn  of  this 
year,  and  died  at  Spa  in  the  autumn  following. 

We  may  form  some  idea  of  the  character  Mil- 
ton's book  obtained  among  foreigners  from  the  cir- 
cumstance recorded  by  Anthony  Wood,  that  it 
was  not  unusual  for  them  in  their  travels  in  this 
country,  to  visit  the  house  ajid  chamber  in  Bread 
Street  where  the  author  was  born  p.  We  may  be 
sure  that  this  happened  during  the  triumph  of  re- 
publicanism, and  not  after  the  Restoration,  when 
Milton  was  obliged  to  conceal  himself,  and  to 
think  himself  happy  that  he  could  live  at  home 
in  safety  and  obscurity. 


'"  Latides  et  Vita  Salmasii,  p.  52. 

n  Milton,  Defensio  Secimda. 

°  Laudes  et  Vita  Salma<.ii,  p.  52. 

v  Athena*  Oxonienses,  Vol.  I,  Fasti,  p  266. 
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It  gives  an  additional  interest  to  Milton's  cele- 
brated work,  that  its  completion  involved  him  in 
the  calamity  of  blindness ;  and  that,  as  he  him-     7^7 
self  tells  us,  being  warned  by  his  physicians  that  S^S?"" 
such  would  be  the  result,  he  nevertheless  under-  righfc 
took  it,  resolved  to  follow  the  example  of  Achilles, 
who,  when   offered   bv  his   ooddess-motlier  lon<r 
life  with  obscurity,  which  if  he  refused,  he  should 
shortly  perish  before  the  walls  of  Troy,  preferred 
glory  and  the  service  of  his  country,  though  as- 
sured of  the  speedy  loss  of  life  he  must  sustain  1. 
It  is  proper  to  mention  that  Milton  received  no 
express  pecuniary  reward  from  the  government  for 
this  work,  which  he  undertook  at  their  order1". 


q  Defensio  Secunda. 

'  Tuque  scito,  me  illus  optmitates  atque  opes,  qum  mihi  cxprobas,non 
attigiue,  neque,  eo  nomine  quo  maxim*,  accusas,  obolo  factum  ditiunm. 
Defensio  Secunda. 
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CHAPTER   XVI. 

CHARLES    CROWNED    AT    SCONE. CROMWEL    AT- 
TACKED BY    SICKNESS. HE  ENTERS    PERTH.' — 

ENGLISH     PRESBYTERIANS    CORRESPOND    WITH 

THE    KING. CHRISTOPHER    LOVE    TRIED     AND 

EXECUTED. — KING  ADVANCES  INTO  ENGLAND. 
BATTLE  OF  WORCESTER. 

book    The  termination    of  hostilities   in    the    western 
v"*_,   counties  of  Scotland  immediately  put  Cromwel  in 
i65i.      possession  of  the  whole  country  south  of  the  Forth. 
JniSo.nn    Attempts   were  made  to  recruit  the  army  which 
,,1',ci1vCOttlsh  remained  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  but  with 
little  success.    It  was  at  length  found  necessary  to 
allow  the  royalists  indiscriminately,  to  join,  and 
to  recruit  for,  the  royal  standard.     The  ceremony 
merely  was  required  from  them,  that  they  should 
make  a  full  acknowledgement  of  their  past  of- 
fences against  the  covenant,  and  present  them- 
selves on  the  stool  of  repentance  in  the  face  of  the 
church.     The  duke  of  Hamilton,  we  arc  told,  did 
penance  in  a  very  stately  manner,  on  a  table  co- 
vered with  black  velvet,  and  a  cushion  of  the  same1. 

Philips,  Continuation  of  Baker's  Chronicle. 


army 
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On  the  first  of  January  the   king  was   solemnly    chap. 
crowned  at  Scone,  the  place  appropriated  for  that    ^         . 
purpose  by  his  royal  ancestors,  Loudon,  the  chan-       i65i. 
cellor,  taking-  the  lead  in  the  ceremony,  and  Ar-  crowned  m 
gyle  placing  the  crown  on  his  headb.  Scone- 

But  these  ceremonies  were  no  sooner  completed,  Revolution 
than  the  face  of  things  seemed  wholly  changed,  scotiwad."1 
The  lords  personally  attached  to  the  king,  and  the 
great  land-holders  of  the  north,  shewed  themselves 
indefatigably  zealous  in  raising  forces,  and  his 
army  presently  began  to  assume  a  formidable  ap- 
pearance. Charles  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  di- 
rection of  military  measures.  He  employed  a  con- 
siderable time  in  fortifying  the  banks  of  the  Forth, 
visited  his  different  garrisons,  and  shewed  him- 
self at  the  head  of  the  army0.  When  the  parlia- 
ment met  again  on  the  thirteenth  of  March,  Lou- 
don was  voted  out  of  the  chair,  and  Argyle  was  left 
in  a  minority  on  the  most  important  questions'1. 

The  third  year   of  the   commonwealth   began  critical 
under  the  most  threatening  appearances.  The  new  ^^nent 
government  of  England  had  now  stood  two  com-  >»El,slalHl- 
plete  and  entire  changes  of  the  seasons.      But  it 
was  a  strange  and  exotic  plant,  that  needed  a  com- 
bination of  favourable  circumstances  to  enable  it 
to  grow  in  the  soil  in  which  it  was  placed.      The 
mass  of  the  people  were  passive  from  prudence 
and  calculation   merely.      They  had    remained  in 


'■  [bid     Baillie,  p  cs,  Elenchus  Motuum,  Pari  II 

Balfour,  |  17.  ''  Ibid,  »,  m 
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book  a  quiescent  state,  not  because  they  were  sincerely 
^_  '^}  reconciled  to  the  administration  of  public  affairs, 
1651.  but  because  they  had  no  hope,  in  giving  vent  to 
their  dissatisfaction,  of  arriving  at  a  more  favour- 
able result.  Now  it  was  otherwise.  Charles  the 
Second  was  in  Scotland.  Great  efforts  had  been 
made  in  that  country  to  give  solidity  to  his  claims. 
Sixteen  thousand  foot  and  six  thousand  horse  had 
been  marched  under  his  standard.  They  had  been 
defeated  by  Cromwel.  But  this  did  not  in  the 
smallest  degree  dishearten  his  followers.  On  the 
contrary  it  gave  them  new  courage  and  new  hopes. 
When  he  landed  in  Scotland,  he  was  completely 
under  shackles  to  the  presbyterians.  They  used 
him  as  their  implement  merely.  The  most  opu- 
lent individuals  in  Scotland,  and  the  most  opulent 
individuals  in  England,  were  scarcely  permitted 
to  breathe  their  good  wishes  in  his  favour.  Now 
two  great  parties,  constituting  a  clear  majority  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  island,  were  combined  to 
support  him.  How  long  that  combination  would 
subsist  was  another  question.  They  had  been 
united  by  th-e  pressure  of  an  adversary  that  held 
both  in  strict  subjection.  And,  if  once  that  pres- 
sure were  removed,  there  was  no  doubt  that  the 
points  in  which  they  differed  would  soon  rise  to 
view,  and  that  they  would  be  actuated  with  an 
animosity  no  less  fierce  towards  each  other,  than 
that  which  now  united  them  against  their  com- 

Charlcs  w 

prepares  to      mOll    CUCmy. 

England.  Bui  tins  union,  however  evanescent,  gave  them 
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for   the   time  unspeakable  advantages.      Charles    chap. 

.      .  XVI. 

and  his  followers  had  never  purposed  to  limit  the    i  j 

scope  of  their  ambition  to  Scotland.  They  longed  1651- 
to  pass  the  Tweed.  And,  when  that  was  effected, 
they  felt  confident  that  the  episcopalians  and  pres- 
byterians  of  England,  those  who,  whether  from 
sentiment  or  interest,  loved  the  king,  and  those 
who  entertained  a  bitter  sense  of  the  wrongs  im- 
posed  on  them  by  their  present  rulers,  would  re- 
sort in  multitudes,  and  from  every  side,  to  their 
standard. 

Never  was  any  government  placed  in  a  condi-  circum- 
tion  of  greater  peril.  The  patience  which  had  been  favoured 
exercised  by  the  people  till  now,  would  convert  theattemPt- 
into  the  most  ungovernable  vehemence,  when  they 
should  fairly  see  the  occasion  of  avenging  their 
wrongs,  and  asserting  their  genuine  sentiments. 
What  could  the  small  handful  of  their  governors, 
the  forty  members  of  the  council  of  state,  and  the 
hundred  and  fifty  men  that  constituted  their  self- 
styled  parliament,  even  when  backed  by  the  dis- 
ciplined bands  of  the  army,  do,  against  the  sense 
of  a  nation  resolved  to  bear  the  yoke  no  longer  ? 
To  say  the  least,  it  would  require  all  the  consum- 
mate soldiership  of  Cromwel, and  all  the  lynx-eyed 
and  indefatigable  vigilance  of  Scote,  to  give  them 
even  a  chance  of  escaping  from  such  multiplied 
dangers. 

S<  e  above]  p.  i1"'. 


Cromwel. 
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BOOK         One  of  the  first  steps   taken  by  the  council  of 

v*     _,    state  was  to  disperse  five  distinguished  prisoners, 
1651.       who  had  for  two  years  been  confined  in  Windsor 

don"1'"  Castle,  sir  William  Waller,  sir  William  Lewis,  sir 
John  Clotworthy,  major-general  Richard  Browne, 
and  commissary-general  Copley,  to  different  and 
more  distant  places  of  restraint f. 

sickness  of  A  further  circumstance  contributed  in  no  small 
degree  to  increase  their  perplexity.  Cromwel  was 
seized  with  a  severe  illness,  the  consequence  of 
his  continual  exertions  and  fatigues,  which  appears 
to  have  hung  upon  him  during  the  months  of  Fe- 
bruary, March,  April  and  May  s.  The  council  of 
state  sent  down  two  physicians  of  the  highest  pro- 
fessional character,  Wright  and  Bates,  to  attend 
him1'.  The  period  for  action  was  now  rapidly 
advancing  ;  and  it  was  no  small  calamity  at  such 
a  time  to  be  deprived  of  the  services  of  a  man, 
who  had  contributed  more  than  any  other  to  the 
founding  the  commonwealth,  who  at  this  period 
had  the  entire  confidence  of  all  his  fellow-la- 
bourers in  the  government,  and  who,  in  a  gene- 
ration of  eminent  soldiers,  had"  clearly  the  ad- 

f  Order  Book  of  Council,  Mar.  11.  Four  of  these  persons  had  been 
among  the  eleven  members  impeached  by  the  army  in  June  1647. 
If  is  matter  of  some  curiosity  to  mention,  that  six  of  the  eleven 
survived  to  the  Restoration,  Hollis,  Glyn,  Massev,  sir  William  Wal- 
ler, sir  William  Lewi-,  and  colonel  Edward  Harley. 

•   W  liitlucke,  Feb.  17,  Mar.  10,  May  26,  27. 

h  Several  Proceedings,  No.  89. 
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vantage  of  them  all  in  the  ascendancy  of  his,    chap. 

genius,  the  abundance  of  his  resources,  and  the  , 
unparalleled  arts  of  a  consummate  discipline.  io;n. 
The  parliament,  with  its  customary  magnanimity, 
came  to  a  vote  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  May,  that, 
in  regard  of  the  lord  general's  relapse,  and  the  na- 
ture and  sharpness  of  the  air  where  he  is,  he  be 
desired  to  remove  to  some  part  of  England,  until 
by  the  blessing  of  God,  he  may  be  enabled  to  re- 
sume the  duties  of  his  command,  and  that  in  the 
mean  time  he  be  requested  to  dispose  of  the  con- 
duct of  affairs  there  into  such  hands  as  he  shall 
think  fit1.  He  was  however  fortunately  able  to 
return  an  answer  to  the  letter  in  which  this  vote 
was  communicated  to  him,  informing  the  council 
of  the  rapid  advance  of  his  recovery,  and  that  he 
did  not  doubt  the  being  yet  able  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  the  station  in  which  God  had  placed 
him*. 

In  the  course  of  the  month  of  June  Cromwel  lie  takes 
took  the  field  against  the  supporters  of  Charles 
the  Second,  who  was  now  at  the  head  of  an  army 
of  twenty  thousand  men1.  On  the  thirty-first  of 
March  the  king-  at  the  request  of  the  parliament 
of  Scotland  took  on  him  the  command111;  and  he 
appointed  David  Leslie  for  his  lieutenant-general, 
and  Middleton,  who  afterwards  distinguished  him- 


1  Journals.  k  Several  Proceedings,  No.  89. 

1  Whitlocke,  July  1 1.  "'  Balfour,  p.  281. 
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book    self  in  the  Scottish  wars,  general  of  the  horse0. 

TT  T 

^_         ,    Massey  had  also  a  considerable  command0.  These 
i65i.       last  were  decidedly  royalists.   The  face  of  the  war 
therefore  was  changed  ;  the   presbyterians   were 
out  of  power ;  and  the  object  of  the  present  cam- 
paign may  be  said  to  have  been  to  restore  Charles 
the  Second   to  the  royalties  of  his  father.     The 
chief  commanders  under  Cromwel  were  Lambert, 
Fleetwood,  Dean,  Harrison  and  Overton. 
Advances         The  Scottish  army   lay  encamped  at  Tor  wood 
ofthe^8     near  Stirling,  having  their  front  defended  by  the 
fortifications  the  king  had  lately  erected,  and  by 
various  bogs  and  natural  difficulties  which  cover- 
ed them  from  the  enemy.     Cromwel  tried  by  all 
means  to  force  them  to  a  battle  p.     Among  other 
expedients,  he   brought  his  artillery  to  play  on 
Calendar  House  under  their  immediate  eye,  which 
they  suffered  him  to  storm  on  the  fifteenth  of  July, 
without  attempting  any  thing  for  its  relief.    Find- 
ing  the   impracticability  of  bringing   them    into 
action,  he    next   detached    Overton    with  a   con- 
siderable body,  and   immediately  after   Lambert, 
across  the  Forth  into  Fife,  to  take  them  in   their 


Scots. 


n  Clarendon,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  395.  Rates  (Elenchus  Motuum)  and 
Echard,  and  after  them  Laing  and  Brodie,  and  as  it  should  seem 
Hume,  represent  ihe  duke  of  Hamilton  (late  earl  of  Lanerick)  as 
being  second  in  command  in  the  king's  army.  No  one  who  has 
looked  into  Burnet's  Memoirs  of  Hamilton,  ran  for  a  moment 
imagine  that  to  have  been  the  case. 

"  Clarendon,  p.  3P9.  p  Cromwelliana,  p.  104,  105. 
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rear,  and  cut  off  their  supplies.  An  action  ensued,    chap. 
in  which  Lambert  defeated   a  considerable  party      *VI" 
of  the  Scots i.  Encouraged  by  this  success,  Crom-      iesi. 
wel  passed  over  with  his  whole  army,  and  on  the 
second  of  August  possessed  himself  of  Perth,  the 
second  town  in  consideration  in  Scotland r. 

It  was  the  fortune  of  Charles  the  Second,  in  Projects  of 
the  early  stages  of  the  present  war,  to  regard  all 
the  reverses  that  befel  him,  as  advantages  in  dis- 
guise. The  defeat  of  Dunbar  had  put  an  end  to 
the  exclusive  and  intolerable  tyranny  which  the 
church-party  in  Scotland  had  exercised  over  him  ; 
and  the  present  event  still  further  diminished  the 
ascendancy  of  its  leaders.  The  march  of  Crom- 
wel  to  Perth,  while  the  Scottish  army  was  en- 
camped near  Stirling,  seemed,  to  the  eager  eyes 
of  the  exiled  monarch,  to  throw  open  to  him  at 
once  the  entrance  into  his  favourite  and  metro- 
politan dominion  of  England.  This  march  was 
the  object  of  all  his  ambition. 

He  figured  to  himself  the  people  of  the  southern  His  amid- 
state,  when  once  delivered  from  the  iron  yoke  of  ^ations- 
their  present  rulers,  who  were  bent  upon  dragoon- 
ing them  into  a  Lacedaemonian  severity,  which 
they  abhorred,  and  felt  to  be  incompatible  with 
their  cheerful,  warm-hearted  and  companionable 
spirits,  as  rejoicing  like  a  prisoner  delivered  from 
his   dungeon,   and   a  slave  from  his   chains,  and 


1  Cromwelliana,  p.  106,     Balfour,  p.  313 
r  Balfour,  p.  313,  31  i. 
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book  trying  their  limbs,  which  had  been  so  long  held 
>*n"  under  unnatural  restraint,  in  the  gambols  and 
iG5i.  energies  that  youth  and  health,  and  an  elastic 
temperament  of  body  and  mind,  never  fail  to  sug- 
gest. He  believed  that  the  different  counties  from 
the  east  and  the  west  and  the  south,  as  they  heard 
of  his  advancing,  would  pour  out  their  multitudes 
to  welcome  him,  and  contribute  their  muscle,  and 
their  strength,  and  their  love,  to  give  success  to  his 
cause. 
Projects  of  Such  were  the  views  of  Charles  and  his  fol- 
lowers. But  the  ideas  of  Cromwel  were  of  a  dif- 
ferent cast.  It  was  his  project  to  drive  the  royal 
army  from  its  fastnesses,  and  from  the  ever  new 
reinforcements  of  the  ruo-o-ed  hiichlanders :  and 
he  believed  that,  when  once  he  had  inclosed  them 
in  the  plains  of  England,  he  could  destroy  them 
at  his  pleasure.  He  trusted  to  the  celerity  of  his 
motions,  and  the  skill  of  his  manoeuvres,  and  to 
the  admirable  system  of  intelligence  which  was 
arranged  and  acted  upon  by  the  council  of  state. 
Conspf-  The  clergy  of  London  and  their  adherents  were 

England.  f°r  *ne  most  part  averse  to  the  present  rulers. 
They  had  held  correspondence  with  the  king  in 
Holland  for  the  purpose  of  overturning  the  present 
government ;  and  Charles  had  requested  their 
interference  at  Breda  to  moderate  the  rigour  of 
the  Scots'  demands9.     The  correspondence,  thus 

•  Neal,  Book  IV,  Chap.  ii. 
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begun,  had  gone   on   during-   the    whole   of  the    chap. 
king's  residence  in  Scotland.      But  scarcely  any    .     XL 
thread  of  these  devices  had  escaped  the  vigilance       iesu 
of  the  council.     That  portion  of  the  nobility  who 
were  permitted  by  the  lenity  of  government  to 
retain  their  native  seats,  were  aware  of  this,  and 
for  the  most  part  held  themselves  aloof  from  the 
cabals  that  were  at  work.     The  name  of  the  duke 
of  Richmond  only  occurs  among  the  informations 
given  on  the  subject1. 

An  insurrection  in  favour  of  the  kino-    occa-  faunee- 
sioned  by  the  receipt  of  certain  commissions  is-  Norfolk. 
sued  by  him  for  that  purpose,  broke  out  prema- 
turely in  the  county  of  Norfolk  about  the  first  of 
the  preceding  December,  but  was  the  same  day 
suppressed  by  colonel  Rich".      It  was  found  ex- 
pedient to  erect  a  high  court  of  justice,  to  sit  at 
Norwich  for  the  trial  of  the  prisoners"',  it  being 
evident  that  a  jury  could  not  be  obtained  in  the 
county  to  convict  themx.     Judge  Jermyn  was  ap- 
pointed president,  with  Puliston  and  Warburton, 
two  other  judges,  and  about  forty  gentlemen,  for 
his  assessors  y.     Six  persons   were  convicted   by 
this  court  on  the  first  day  of  their  sitting2,  and 
eighteen  afterwards*  of  whom  four  received  their 

'  Journals,  May  28. 

u  Milton,  State  Papers,  p.  33.    Journals,  Dec.  3. 
w  Journals,  Dec.  10.  *  Milton,  State  Papers,  p.  34. 

.     >  Journals,  Dec.  i<>.     Milton,  State  Papers,  p.  37 
1  Milton,  ubi  supra.     Whitlocke,  Dec.  :  i 
a  Whitlocke,  Jan.  6.     Fleath,  p.  .78. 
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book    pardon  from  the  parliament b.     The  rest  were  ex- 

1IL  *  A 

v, ,    ecuted. 

i65i.  A  discovery  was  made  early  in  the  present  year 

Christopher  of  the  cabals  that  had  been  going  on,  and  the  cor- 
respondences that  had  been  organised  ;  and  on 
the  seventh  of  May  several  leading  men  among 
the  clergy  were  taken  into  custody0.     Of  these 
Christopher  Love  was  selected  by  the  council  of 
state  to  take  his  trial  for  treason.  He  was  a  young 
man,  thirty-three  years  of  age,  and  had  entered 
into  the  conspiracy  with  all  the  zeal  and  fervour 
of  a  person   who  considered  the  welfare  of  his 
country  as  depending  on   its   success.     He  was 
arraigned   on   the  twentieth  of  June  ;    the  cele- 
brated Matthew  Hale  was  his  counsel  ;  and,  after 
a  trial   of  six  days,  he  received  sentence  to  be 
beheaded d.    He  appears  to  have  been  a  man  much 
valued    among  the  presbyterian   clergy ;   and  of 
course  the  expected  death  of  an  eminent  and  po- 
pular member  of  the  church-establishment  by  the 
hands  of  the  executioner,   was  attended  with  no 
small   sensation.      Upon   various  petitions   being- 
presented  in  his  favour,   the  parliament  respited 
him  for  a  month.     There  were  several  divisions 
on  this  question  ;  and  Vane  was  uniformly  against 
the  legislature  interfering  with  the  course  of  jus- 
tice6.  At  length,  on  the  twenty-second  of  August, 

b  Journals,  .Ian.  17. 

c  Athens  Oxonii inses,  Vol. II, p.  13C.  Heath,  p.  2P<>.  Bates, Part II. 

''  Cobbet,  State-Trials.  «  Journals,  July  9,  1 1,  15. 
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the  very  day  on  which  the  royal  army  entered  the    chap. 
cityof  Worcester,  Love,  together  with  one  Gibbons,   ^_      " 
a  layman,  implicated  in  the  same  conspiracy,  was       igjj. 
beheaded  on  Tower  Hillf. 

A  great  outcry  has  been  raised  against  the  pres-  Defence  of 
byterians  for  their  supposed  inconsistency,  in  first 
having  been  the  authors  of  the  civil  war  against 
Charles  the  First,  and  then  disclaiming  with  ve- 
hemence  the  measure  of  bringing:  him  to  trial,  and 
putting  him  to  death  on  the  scaffold.  This  outcrv 
was  first  raised  by  the  pure  royalists,  advocates 
of  passive  obedience,  and  afterwards  adopted  by 
the  republicans,  and  even  by  Milton.  He  says&, 
"  To  fight  against  the  king's  person,  and,  no  less, 
a  party  of  his  lords  and  commons,  was  held  bv 
them,  when  they  were  in  power,  just  and  lawful. 
Have  they  not  levied  all  these  wars  against  him, 
and  given  commission  to  slay,  where  they  knew 
his  person  could  not  be  exempt  from  danger? 
And,  if  chance  had  not  saved  him,  how  often  had 
they  killed  him,  directing  their  artillery,  without 


f  Whitlocke.  T.  M.,  the  worthy  continuator  of  Clement  Walker, 
says  (History  of  Independency,  Part  IV,  p.  17),  that  Love  suffered 
"  at  the  earnest  suit  of  Crormvel,  protesting  thai  he  would  not 
march  into  Scotland  \tohich  he  did  in  July  1650],  unless  this  point 
were  granted  him."  Echard  and  Kcnnet  both  affirm,  that  Crom- 
welwas  applied  to  for  deciding  the  fate  of  Love,  thai  he  returned  an 
answer  approving  "t  his  banishment,  which  was  intercepted  by  the 
cavaliers,  and  that,  the  council  hearing  nothing  from  the  general, 
Love  "a-  m  consequence  executed. 

e  Tenure  of  Kin^s  and  Magistrates. 

VOl  .III.  s 
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book  blame  or  prohibition,  to  the  very  place  where  they 
i  i  __,  saw  him  stand  ?  Have  they  not  hunted  and  pur- 
i65i.  sued  him  round  about  the  kingdom  with  sword 
and  fire  ?" 
Their  prin-  But  in  all  th is  there  is  no  inconsistency.  They 
had  a  right,  if  they  pleased,  and  were  bound,  if 
such  was  the  conviction  of  their  understanding, 
to  be  the  advocates  of  rational  liberty  and  a  mixed 
monarchy.  It  is  absurd  to  suppose,  that  every 
one  who  holds  that  the  first  magistrate  may  on 
certain  occasions  be  resisted,  is  therefore  obliged 
to  maintain  that  he  is  liable  to  be  arraigned  before 
a  penal  tribunal.  The  presbyterians  were  enemies 
to  the  persecutions  exercised  by  the  bishops,  to 
the  arbitrary  and  cruel  sentences  of  the  court  of 
star-chamber,  and  to  the  disuse  of  parliaments. 
They  fought  for  liberty,  such  as  they  understood 
it.  They  conceived  that  the  incroachments  of  the 
king  and  his  ministers,  and  the  resolution  he  dis- 
covered rather  to  disperse  the  present  legislature 
by  arms,  than  sincerely  abandon  his  incroach- 
ments, were  a  justifiable  cause  of  war,  nay,  ren- 
dered it  an  imperious  duty.  To  engage  in  war, 
necessarily  involved  the  consequences  which  Mil- 
ton enumerates.  They  did  not  shrink  from  these 
consequences.  They  knew,  that,  a  war  carried  on 
by  a  nation  against  its  hereditary  first  magistrate 
for  the  assertion  of  its  privileges,  could  not  be 
satisfactorily  terminated  but  by  a  contract  binding 
him  by  sufficient  securities   from   their  renewed 
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violation.  They  knew,  that  he  might  refuse  this  chap. 
contract.  In  that  case  they  were  prepared  for  the  J  * 
painful  alternative  of  imprisoning  hiffl  for  life,  and  lest. 
bestowing  the  crown  upon  one  of  his  sons.  But 
they  never  for  a  moment  departed  from  their  pre- 
dilection for  a  government  by  king,  lords  and 
commons.  In  all  this  they  did  not  swerve  from 
the  genuine  principles  of  liberty.  Let  the  advo- 
cates of  absolute  monarchy  condemn  them  for  the 
audaciousness  of  thinking  to  confine  the  king  by 
a  contract  with  his  people  and  limitations  to  be 
put  on  his  authority,  and  the  profaneness  of  con- 
templating his  possible  deposition  ;  for  in  this  the 
advocates  of  absolute  monarchy  reason  agreeably 
to  their  principles.  But  it  is  not  fair  in  the  ad- 
herents of  republicanism  to  blame  them  for  thus 
conducting  themselves,  and  anticipating  these  con- 
sequences. 

The  fault  of  the  presbyterians  was,  that,  while  i:norcom- 
they  sought  superiority  and  establishment  for  them-  jh^,.  y 
selves,  they  were  disposed  rigorously  to  deny  all 
toleration  to  those  who  conscientiously  differed 
from  them  in  religious  opinions.  This  appears 
to  the  liberal  apprehension  of  modern  times  an 
enormous  error.  Add  to  which,  when  now,  at  ;i 
remote  period,  we  read  the  history  of  two  great 
parties  in  a  state,  the  one  Struggling  for,  rod  the 
other  against  religious  liberty,  he  must  have  a 
mind  strangely  constituted  who  would  take  pari 
with  the  latter  :i!_;':iiii^t  the  former.     Also,  ifmon- 


s  2 


260  HISTORY   OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 

book    archy  under  any  limitation  is  a  mode  of  govern- 
^_         .    ment  to  be  deprecated,  and  if  the  English  were 
i65i.       at  this  time  sufficiently  ripe  for  a  purer  and  more 
manly  form  of  administration,  then  those  who  op- 
posed the  republicans  are  worthy  of  censure.    But 
both  these  propositions  are  of  so  doubtful  evidence, 
that  the  presbyterians  will  at  least  come  off  with 
a  very  slight  censure  on  this  head.     The  specu- 
lative political  questions  at  issue  between  the  two 
parties  that  fought  against  the  king  were,  whether 
his  life  might  be  taken  away  in  the  way  of  trial  ? 
and  whether  the  kingly  office  might  be  abolished? 
To  which  we  may  add  the  practical  one,  whether 
these  things  behoved  now  to  be  done? 
March  of  Charles  the  Second  broke  up  his  camp  in  the 

army.  S  neighbourhood  of  Stirling  on  the  last  day  of  July. 
Argyle  alone  had  opposed  this  measure,  alleging 
that  it  would  be  a  dishonourable  act  to  carry  away 
the  army,  and  thus  expose  the  Scots,  who  had 
been  the  first  to  receive  their  sovereign  with  open 
arms,  naked  to  the  resentment  of  the  foeh.  It  was 
the  business  of  Charles's  officers  to  push  forward 
as  rapidly  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  would 
admit, 
it  receives  His  march  however  was  attended  with  no  such 
forcements.  circumstances  as  he  and  his  friends  had  fondly 
anticipated.  The  inhabitants  of  the  counties 
through  which  he  passed,  and  of  the  counties  the 


h  Clarendon,  Vol.  Ill,  [>.  397. 
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borders  of  which  he  was  approaching-,  looked  on    chap. 
with  a  sort  of  breathless  astonishment,  at  the  scene    ^      ' 
which  was  about  to  be  acted  anions:  them.      For      i65i. 
thirty-two  months  the  commonwealth-government 
had  guided   the  helm  of  the  state;   and  scarcely 
any  one  had  ventured  to  utter  a  murmur  against 
them.     The  rash  and  violent  attempts  of  Lilburne 
had  only  tended  to  confirm  their  authority.     The 
late  insurrection   in  Norfolk  had  been   instantly 
quelled,   and  succeeded  with   exemplary  punish- 
ment.    The  eminence  of  the  talents  of  those  who 
ruled  was  every  where  acknowledged  ;  the  steadi- 
ness of  their  proceedings  excited  admiration  ;   the 
clemency  and  moderation  with  which  they  acted, 
if  it  did  not  win  the  love,  yet  obtained  for  them 
the  involuntary  respect,  of  their  enemies.     In  the 
front  of  this  system  was  Cromwel,  a  man  of  con- 
summate military  greatness,  that  greatness  which 
is  surest  to  excite  the  homage  of  the  multitude,  a 
man  of  such  genius  in  state-affairs,  as  has  rarely 
been   equalled,  perhaps  never  surpassed,   in   the 
annals  of  the  world.     His  temper  was  of  that  sort 
which  produces  the  most  impressive  effect  in  hu- 
man society.     No  proposition,  however  appalling, 
could  deter  him.   He,  and  he  alone,  had  no  doubt 
first  conceived  the  design  of  bringing  the  kino-  to 
the  block.     His  campaign  in   Ireland  had  been 
terrible  :  the  military  execution  that  followed  upon 
the  towns  he  had  stormed,  is  fearful  to  read  of,  and 
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book    tearful  to  recollect;   and  thus  he  reduced  Ireland 

v __j   to  subjection.  And  yet  this  man  was  acknowledged 

1651.       to  be  habitually  of  the  kindliest  dispositions,  of  the 
most  liberal   character,  the  most  averse  to  every 
species  of  needless  severity. 
Cromwel  In  a  word,  whatever  were  the  dispositions  and 

on  all  Bides,  secret  wishes  of  the  people  of  England,  they  stood 
by,  the  passive  spectators  of  this  great  contest. 
They  were  first  passive  :  no  one  joined  the  army 
of  Charles  :  he  marched  through  the  heart  of  his 
native  country,  from  Carlisle  to  Worcester,  as  if 
he  had  been  a  foreign  invader  just  landed  from 
his  transports,  in  whose  success  none  of  the 
natives  took  the  smallest  interest.  Presently  the 
tide  was  changed.  It  was  apparent,  that,  as  no 
one  joined  him,  success  to  his  expedition  was  out 
of  the  question.  And  then  the  consideration  was, 
how  the  interruption  could  be  most  speedily  re- 
moved, and  how  the  people  in  the  different  coun- 
ties could  most  shew  their  loyalty  to  their  go- 
vernors. 
Progressof  The  king  broke  up  his  camp  in  the  ncighbour- 
^y.''1  hood  of  Stirling  on  the  last  day  of  July;  and  he 
entered  Carlisle  with  his  army  on  the  sixth  of 
August.  From  Carlisle  he  proceeded  to  Penrith, 
from  Penrith  to  Kendal,  from  Kendal,  avoiding 
Lancaster,  to  Preston,  and  from  Preston  to  War- 
rington. Here,  we  are  told,  Charles  appeared  in 
a  considerable  degree  cast  down,  that  his  subjects 
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came  in  to  him  no  faster,  and  that  his  numbers  chap. 
had  rather  diminished,  than  been  increased  during  *^_  _, 
his  march'.  igji. 

Cromwel  no  sooner  received  information  of  the  Measures 
king's  design,  than  he  wrote  away  to  the  parlia-  wel. 
ment  on  the  fourth  of  August,  from  Leith,  to  pre- 
vent their  conceiving  any  surprise  from  what  had 
happened,  or  might  still  further  occur.  He  told 
them  that  the  present  situation  was  necessary  to 
prevent  another  winter's  war  in  that  remote  cli- 
mate, where  the  Scots  had  greatly  the  advantage 
of  the  English  in  encountering  the  hardships  that 
were  to  be  endured.  With  respect  to  the  progress 
of  Charles  he  had  taken  suitable  precautions,  Har- 
rison and  Rich  being  stationed  in  the  north  of 
England  for  the  defence  of  those  parts,  and  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  spreading  themselves  and 
committing  depredations.  Lambert  he  had  sent 
forward  with  a  considerable  portion  of  his  horse 
to  infest  Charles's  rear;  while  he  himself  with 
the  rest  of  the  horse,  and  nine  regiments  of  foot 
was  advancing  southward  with  all  practicable 
speed.  He  had  at  the  same  time  left  Monk  with 
a  sufficient  force  to  occupy  Scotland  in  its  present 
dismantled  state k.  In  the  mean  while  Fairfax, 
true  to  his  principles,  shewed  himself  in  Yorkshire 
at  the  head  of  a  large  bodv  of  recruits,  and,  in  an 


feral  Proceedings,  No.  99,  Aug    I] 
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1651. 


Contest  at 

Warring- 
ton Briil^o. 


book    interview  with  Cromwel,   ottered  to  render  every 
l  ii 

service  in  his  power.     Two  thousand  men  out  of 

Staffordshire,  and  four  thousand  out  of  Lancashire 
and  Cheshire,  presently  swelled  the  forces  under 
Lambert  and  Harrison1. 

The  first  appearance  of  contest  was  at  the  bridge 
over  the  Mersey  at  Warrington  on  the  sixteenth. 
Lambert,  with  Harrison  under  him,  had  made  the 
utmost  diligence  to  reach  this  point  before  the  ar- 
rival of  the  enemy,  and  had  succeeded.  His  or- 
ders were,  if  possible,  to  stop  the  march  of  the  in- 
vader, but  by  no  means  to  engage  in  battle.  Lam- 
bert had  with  him  nine  thousand  horse,  exclusively 
of  the  recruits  in  foot,  which  had  joined  him  from 
the  neighbouring  country.  Though  however  he 
had  the  start  of  the  enemy,  it  was  by  so  little,  that 
he  had  not  time  to  destroy  the  bridge,  and  he  im- 
mediately saw  that,  if  Charles  were  determined, 
it  would  only  be  in  his  power  to  annoy  the  in- 
vader, but  not  to  stop  his  march.  Accordingly, 
after  havino-  two  or  three  times  given  the  charge, 
Lambert  drew  off  his  forces,  and  placed  them  in 
order  of  battle  at  Knutsford  Heath™. 

The  kino- left  Knutsford  on  his  left,  and  Shrews- 

bury  on  his  right,  and  pushed  on  directly  to  the 

south,  sending  however,  as  he  passed,  a  summons 

to  the  governor  of  Shrewsbury,  which  was  refused  n. 

Massey  From  Carlisle  the  king  sent  forward  Massey 

precedes 
the  royal 
army. 


Ihid. 


■  Several  Proceedings,  No.  99.         n  Ibid,  No.  100. 
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with  a  body  of  troops,  to  rouse  the  royalists  of    chap. 
England,  and  gather  them  to  his  standard.    Mas-    ^  XVL  J 
sey  had   been  a  presbyterian,  and  had  gained  a       i65i. 
considerable  name  by  his   defence  of  Gloucester 
against  Charles  the  First,  but  had  now  reconciled 
himself  to  the  most  decided  royalists.     He  was 
reported  to  have  connections  of  great  importance 
in  the  county  of  Lancaster.    But  he  had  no  sooner  Misunder- 
advanced,  than  the  committee  of  the  general  as-  ofthelSJ. 
sembly  in  Scotland,   who  attended   the  march  of  Sjgeo2 
the  royal  army,  sent  a  declaration  after  him,  which 
they  required  him  to  publish,   signifying  the  de- 
termined adherence  of  the  king  and  his  followers 
to  the  covenant,  and  forbidding  the  admission  of 
any  into   his  troops,   who  did  not  first  subscribe 
that  instrument.      Charles  no  sooner  heard  of  this 
declaration,  which  was  sent  off  without  his  know- 
ledge, than  he  wrote  to  Massey,  directing  him  to 
suppress  it,   and  commanding  him  to  receive  all 
persons  indiscriminately  with  the  utmost  encour- 
agement, who  shewed  themselves  willing  to  fight 
in   his  cause.     This  letter  was  intercepted,   and, 
being  immediately  made  public,  shewed  to  the 
presbyterians  the  duplicity  of  the  king0. 

Before  Charles  set  out  on  his  expedition   into  Eariof 
England,  he  sent  an  express  to  the  earl  of  Derby,   SwtJT*" 


0  Whitlocke,  ^ug.  22  Clarendon,  p.  400.  Journals,  Aug.  22. 
The  letter  itself  is  to  be  found  in  'hurt-,  Gift  of  Geo.  Ill,  Vol.  506, 
Tract  IP. 
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join  the 
king. 
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BOOK    requiring  that  he  should  join  him  on  his  march  P. 
*"■       This  nobleman  had  been  ever  faithful  to  the  royal 
1651.      cause :  and,  when  England  became  the  undisputed 
prey  of  the  foe,  he  had  retired  into  the  isle  of  Man, 
which  he  possessed  in  a  sort  of  sovereignty.  About 
i he  same  time  that  he  received   the  summons  of 
the  invader,  Cromwel  also  endeavoured  to  allure 
him  from  his  strong-  hold  ;  but  he  returned  an  in- 
dignant answer,  worthy  of  the  purest  days  of  chi- 
valry, of  a  person,  who  regarded  loyalty  to  his 
prince  as  the  first  of  virtues,  and  the  smallest  de- 
viation from  that  principle  as  a  stain  never  to  be 
effaced  q. 
Draws  to-         The  earl  of  Derby,  with  sixty  followers,  prin- 
cruitefrom   cipally  officers  and   gentlemen,  joined   the  king 
Lancashire   the  day  after  the  affair  of  Warrington  Bridge.   He 
Cheshire.      was  immediately  detached  from  the  main  body  of 
the  army,  and  left  behind  to  collect  recruits  in  the 
counties  of  Lancashire  and  Cheshire.      He  found 
these  districts  to  a  considerable  degree  unoccupied 
by  the  government;  they  abounded  in  Catholics; 
and  the  presbyterians  were  eager  to  second  his 
is  defeated    exertions r.     He  had  scarcely  however  begun  his 
levies,  when  colonel  Robert  Lilburne  was  ordered 
off  by  Cromwel,  with  his  regiment  of  horse,  and 
a  few  companies  of  foot,  to  interrupt  him.    Derby 


1  Clarendon,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  397. 

i  Cullins,  Peerage;  art.  Karl  of  Derby. 

'  Several  Proceedings,  No.  101. 
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had  already  mustered  a  body  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  chap. 
hundred  men,  and  was  proceeding- for  Manchester, 
where  Cromwel's  foot  regiment  was  quartered,  1651 
which  he  hoped  to  surprise.  Lilburne's  purpose  was 
to  decline  fighting,  but  at  all  events  to  counteract 
Derby's  designs,  whether  in  collecting  additional 
recruits,  or  attacking  the  party  at  Manchester. 
They  met  at  Wigan.  Derby,  relying  on  his  su- 
periority in  foot,  and  the  narrowness  of  the  neigh- 
bouring inclosures,  began  the  attack  ;  but  he  was 
received  with  such  spirit  and  constancy  by  his 
adversary,  that  the  contest  terminated  in  his  en- 
tire defeat ;  lord  Widdrington  and  several  distin- 
guished officers  fell  in  the  field  ;  and  Derby,  with 
thirty  followers  only,  made  his  way  through  the 
enemy,  and  once  more  joined  the  king  at  Wor- 
cester. This  happened  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  Au- 
gust5. 

The  summons  addressed  to  the  governor  of  Charles  the 
Shrewsbury  had  no  sooner  been  refused,  than  the  wSSltw. 
king,  whose  hopes  depended  on  the  speediness  of 
his  march,  proceeded  immediately  for  Worcester, 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  miles  from  London.  Here 
it  was  debated  whether  he  should  go  forward  for 
the  capital ;  but  the  desperateness  of  the  under- 
taking, and  the  small  numbers  that  had  joined 
them  on  the  march,  dissuaded  this  ;  and  both  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  expressed  great  unwillingness 


[bid, 
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book    to  quit  their  present  quarters,  at  least  till  they  had 

v ' ^j    been  thoroughly  refreshed.      And  to  this  Charles 

1651.  was  obliged  to  consent.  Here  he  found  a  friendly 
reception  ;  and  at  Worcester,  as  well  as  at  all  the 
considerable  towns  through  which  he  passed,  he 
was  proclaimed  king  of  Great  Britain,  France 
and  Ireland1.  The  few  troops  that  were  in  the 
town  withdrew  at  his  approach". 
March  of  Cromwel  commenced  his  march  three  or  four 
days  later  than  the  king,  and  took  his  route  by 
York,  resolved  either  by  his  own  expedition,  or 
the  judicious  diversions  of  the  officers  he  had  sent 
with  detachments,  finally  to  place  himself  between 
the  royal  army  and  the  metropolis.  He  reached 
Doncaster  on  the  twentieth,  and  entered  Notting- 
ham on  the  twenty-second  w.  From  thence  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Coventry,  to  Stratford  upon  Avon,  and 
to  Evesham x;  the  latter  place  being  fifteen  miles 
to  the  south-east  of  Worcester. 
Disadvan-  Cromwel  had  now  to  do  with  an  enemy,  fa- 
pewitiem  of6  tigued,  worn  out,  and  discouraged,  in  the  heart 
arrny'"gS  °f  England.  He  had  thirty  thousand  men  under 
his  command  ;  the  enemy  scarcely  exceeded  half 
his  numbers.  The  first  thing  he  resolved  on,  was, 
like  the  spider  with  the  fly,  to  weave  a  web  round 
his  prey,  that  he  might  have  no  chance  to  escape. 
The   king,  or  rather   David   Leslie,  had   chosen 


'  Clarendon,  p.  401,  402.         "  Several  Proceedings,  No.  loo. 
•  Cromwelliana,  p.  109.  x  Ibid,  p.  1 10. 
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Worcester  for  his  post,  on  account  of  the  many 
advantages  of  its  situation.  It  was  covered  on 
one  side  by  the  commanding  stream  of  the  Severn,  lesi 
having  Wales  to  the  west  of  the  river,  from  whence  tagcV' 
he  expected  large  recruits  to  his  army ;  and  he 
could  not  be  hemmed  in,  unless  Cromwel  had  a 
considerable  force  on  both  sides  of  the  Severn,  in 
which  case  the  royal  commander  might  chuse  on 
which  bank  he  would  encounter  the  foe,  while  the 
opponent  could  not  without  difficulty  and  delay 
bring  over  his  western  forces  to  succour  those  on 
the  eastern  side,  or  the  contrary  *. 

Cromwel  came  before  Worcester  on  the  twenty-  i^mbert 
eighth  of  August.     The  first  thing  he  did  was  to  Massey, 
detach  Lambert  to  secure  the  bridge  at  Upton  on  ™c™™Z* 
that  very   day.     The  bridge  was  nearly  broken  up1' 
down  ;  but,  partly  by  the  aid  of  what  remained, 
and   partly  by  fording  and  swimming  the  river 
with  his  horse,  Lambert  attained  the  opposite  bank 
upon  which  the  town  is  built.     This  post  was  de- 
fended by  Massey,  who  met  the  attack  with  great 
gallantry ;   but  lie  received   a   desperate   wound, 
and  his  whole  party  was  defeated.     Lambert  then 
repaired  the  bridge,  so  as  to  effect  a  free  and  un- 
molested  intercourse  between   one   bank  of  the 
Severn  and  the  other7-. 

Cromwel  at  leno;th  shut  in  the  royal  army,  so 


on. 


i  Clarendon,  p.  108,  103. 

'  Cromwelliana,  p.  m,  112.     Whitlocke, Sept,  1. 
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as  to  make  it  impossible  for  them  to  escape.  In 
this  situation  the  king  is  said  to  have  conceived 
the  plan,  which  Hamilton  attempted  at  Warring- 
ton three  years  before a,  to  march  away  with  his 
horse,  and  proceed  towards  Scotland.  But,  at  the 
first  intimation  of  the  design,  the  infantry  began 
to  mutiny,  and  protested  that  the  cavalry  should 
not  desert  them,  but  that,  if  they  must  suffer,  they 
should  all  fare  alike b. 

Here  Cromwel  was  compelled  to  a  choice  of 
measures.  He  might  remain  fixed  and  immove- 
able ;  and  then  the  enemy  would  probably  at  last 
surrender  at  discretion.  Or  he  might  take  advan- 
tage of  the  superiority  of  his  numbers,  and  make 
short  work  of  it.  To  understand  the  policy  of  the 
present  rulers  of  England,  whether  civil  or  mili- 
tary, we  must  never  lose  sight  of  the  circumstance, 
that  they  were  a  minority  of  the  nation  governing 
against  the  will  and  predilections  of  the  majority. 
This  places  in  a  striking  point  of  view  the  ability 
of  the  governors,  and  the  deep  awe  and  involun- 
tary respect  with  which  they  had  inspired  the  go- 
verned. The  episcopalians,  the  presbyterians,  the 
adherents  to  the  ancient  constitution,  and  the  re- 
formers after  the  model  of  Scotland  and  of  the 
Protestant  churches  abroad,  were  to  a  man  anxious 
for  the  success  of  Charles. 

All  these  considerations  produced   a  singular 


S»    Vol.  II,  p.  570. 
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situation.     The  rulers,  both  civil  and  military,  felt    ch  a  k 

XVI 

themselves  called  on  to  do  that,  which  should  " 
best  maintain  and  increase  their  authority  with  i65i. 
the  people.  Wary  measures,  and  such  as  on  or- 
dinary occasions  would  be  called  safe,  were  un- 
advisable  at  present.  It  was  necessary  they  should 
astonish,  and  impress  the  people  with  admiration 
of  their  proceedings.  The  nation  must  be  made  to 
feel  that  those  who  required  their  obedience  were 
of  a  different  stamp  from  themselves,  that  they 
were  born  to  rule,  as  the  others  were  framed  to 
submit. 

It  was  in  pursuance  of  this  view  of  things  that  Bridga 
Cromwel  shaped  his  conduct.     On  the  third  of  Cromwel 
September,  Fleetwood,  his  lieutenant-general,  by  sevemand 
his  command  marched  from  Upton  towards  Wor-  ,Lc  ream" 
cester.      At  the  same  time  a  bridge  of  boats  was 
begun  to  be  constructed  by  the  republicans  from 
the  city-side  of  the  Severn  about  half-a-mile  below 
the  town,  while  Fleetwood  framed  a  similar  bridge 
over  the  Team,  about  pistol-shot  from  the  other. 
At  first  the  royalists  appeared  to  take  no  notice; 
but  at  length  they  pushed  forward  a  body  both  of 
horse  and    foot   to   oppose  Fleetwood's   passage. 
Cromwel  immediately  proceeded  with  two  or  three 
regiments  over  the  river  to  his  assistance.    The  en-   Battle  ot 
gagement  began  at  Powick  ;   the  royalists  fought 
under  cover  of  the  hedges,  which  were  plentiful 
on  that  side  ;   but  they  were  driven  from  hedge  to 
hedge,  till  they  were  beaten  into  the  city.     The 
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book    contention  on  the  west  side  of  the  Severn  was  hot 
v^      _,    and  obstinate c. 

lesi.  The  royalists   however  no  sooner  found   them- 

drivenhack  selves  sheltered  by  the  walls  of  the  city,  than  they 
ecitN'  began  afresli  to  reflect  on  their  situation.  They 
had  lost  the  chief  part  of  the  advantages,  for  the 
sake  of  which  Worcester  had  been  chosen  as  their 
position  ;  and  now,  pressed  in  on  every  side,  they 
felt  their  situation  more  desperate  than  ever.  They 
believed  that  Cromwel  and  the  choicest  part  of 
his  army  were  at  present  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Severn ;  and  it  seemed  that  no  so  favourable  op- 
portunity could  ever  again  occur  for  defeating  and 
putting  to  route  that  part  of  his  forces  which  re- 
mained on  the  east  side.  They  according^  drew 
out  the  utmost  force  tbey  were  able  for  this  last 
effort. 
Battle  on  The  contention  on   the  east  side  lasted   three 

the  east  of      .  _,.  .  ,  ,  - 

the  Severn,  hours.  1  he  dispute  was  long,  and  near  at  hand, 
and  often  at  push  of  pike.  Cromwel  says  in  his 
dispatches,  "  this  has  been  a  very  glorious  mercy, 
and  as  stiff  a  contest  for  four  or  five  hours  [includ- 
ing the  battle  on  both  sides  of  the  river]  as  I  have 
ever  seend."  The  foot,  as  well  as  the  horse,  did 
gallant  service,  and  followed  the  enemy  boldly  to 
the  very  mouths  of  their  cannon.  Finally,  they 
possessed  themselves  of  Fort  Royal  and  all  their 
intrenchments,  and  drove  them  back  into  the  town. 


r  Crdmwelliana,  p.  112,  us,  114.  A  Ibid,  p.  113. 
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Here  Cromwel   exposed   himself  to  the   greatest    chap. 
dangers,   from    the   hope    to    prevail    on    colonel    ^  "      ^ 
Drummond,  who  with  fifteen   hundred   men  de-      i6oi. 
fended  the  fort,  to  surrender.      But  his  summons 
was    refused ;  the  fort  stormed  ;  and   the   whole 
garrison  put  to  the  sword  e.     The  victors  entered 
Worcester  with  the  vanquished  ;   and   the  latter 
had  immediate  recourse  to  a  farther  flight.     The 
king  himself  was  not  present  in  the  battle,  being- 
told  that  there  would  be  no  fight  that  day  ;   but, 
when  lie  was  informed  that  his  troops  were  run- 
ning away  in  great  disorder,  he  mounted  his  horse, 
and    endeavoured   to   rally   the   cavalry,   though 
without  success f. 

There  were  killed  of  the  invaders  in  the  field  Royalists 
three  thousand,  and  ten  thousand  were  made  feateZ 
prisoners.  In  all  there  escaped  not  more  than 
three  thousand  horse,  and  of  these  not  one  thou- 
sand together.  Not  more  than  two  hundred  fell 
of  Cromwel's  armys.  The  earls  of  Derby  and 
Lauderdale  were  made  prisoners  by  colonel  Lil- 
burne  near  Newport  in  Shropshire11.  There  were 
beside  among  the  distinguished  prisoners,  the 
earls  of  Cleveland  and  Shrewsbury,  and  of  the 
Scottish  nobility  the  duke  of  Hamilton,  the  earls 

•  Perfect  Politician,  p.  159.     Elenchus  Motuum,  Part  II. 

f  Tiiis  is  Clarendon's  account,  Vol.  Ill, p. 408.  Ban  -  and  Echard 

represent  him  as  enacting  prodigies  of  valour  in  the  battle,  and 
having  his  horse  twice  shut  under  him. 

*  Cromwelliana,  p.  115  ''Ibid.    Echard. 
vol..   III.                                    T 
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hook    of  Rothes,  Carawath  and   Kelly,  viscount  Ken- 

in  •  • 

v '_  j    mure,  and  lords  Sinclair,  and  Spynie1,  together 

1651.  with  David  Leslie,  general  of  the  army,  and  Mas- 
sey  and  Middleton,  eminent  commanders14.  A 
very  few  of  the  army  ever  found  their  way  back 
to  Scotland.  The  country  rose  against  the  fugi- 
tives, and  did  summary  execution  upon  their  scat- 
tered numbers'. 
partial  On  the  ninth  and  eleventh  of  September  it  was 

wardYto  its  voted  in  parliament,  that  an  estate  in  land  in  Eng- 
officers.  jan(j  0f  the  yearly  value  of  four  thousand  pounds 
should  be  given  to  Cromwel,  of  the  yearly  value 
of  two  thousand  pounds  to  Ireton,  of  one  thou- 
sand in  Scotland  to  Lambert,  of  five  hundred  each 
to  Monk  and  Whalley,  and  of  three  hundred  to 
Okey,n.  An  estate  of  five  hundred  per  annum 
was  next  3'ear  voted  to  Harrison  n.  Fleetwood,  lieu- 
tenant-general, merely  received  the  thanks  of  the 
house  for  his  great  services".  Ludlow  says,  that 
the  four  thousand  a  year  to  Cromwel,  which  was 
in  addition  to  the  two  thousand  five  hundred  per 
annum  formerly  granted,  were  given  merely  to  bind 
him  by  every  possible  means  to  the  performance 
of  his  duty,  or  leave  him  without  excuse  if  he 
should  depart  from  it?.     It  was  also  voted,  the  very 

1  Cromwelliana,  p.  115.     Echaril. 

k  Whitlocke,  Sept.  9,  13.     Echard. 

1  Whitlocke,  Sept.  8.  m  Journals. 

n  Ibid,  Apr.  23,  1052.  °  Journals,  Sept.  16. 

p  Vol.  I,  p.  371. 
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day  after  the  news  of  the  battle,  that  Hampton  CHAH 

Court,  should  be  fitted  up  as  a  present  residence  k  '      '  , 
for  Cromwel  upon  his  arrival**,  issh 

On  tlie  eleventh  of  September  the  parliament,  Fate  of  the 

i  i     „  •  r    ,i  i         o       i  prisoners. 

at  the  recommendation  ot  the  council  ot  state, 
named  nine  persons,  concerned  in  the  late  invasion, 
as  fit  to  be  brought  to  trial,  and  made  an  example 
of  justice  :  the  duke  of  Hamilton,  the  earls  of 
Derby,  Lauderdale  and  Cleveland,  sir  Timothy 
Fetherstonhaugh,  general  Massey,  captain  Ben- 
bow,  and  the  mayor  and  sheriff  of  Worcester r.  Of 
these,  Derby,  Fetherstonhaugh  and  Benbow  were 
tried  at  Chester  in  October  by  a  court-martial  on 
the  act  made  on  the  twelfth  of  August  preceding 
prohibiting  correspondence  with  the  king,  and  sen- 
tenced, the  two  former  to  be  beheaded,  and  the 
latter  to  be  shots.  The  duke  of  Hamilton  died  of 
his  wounds  on  the  twelfth  of  September  *.  Massey 
and  general  Middleton  escaped  from  the  Tower, 
and  got  over  to  France".  Lauderdale  was  kept  in 
prison  till  the  Restoration"  ;  the  earl  of  Rothes 
was  not  liberated  before  the  year  1655w  ;  and  the 
earl  of  Kelly,  viscount  Kenmure,  and  the  lords 
Spynie  and  Sinclair  were  named  among  the  ex- 
ceptions in  Cromwels  act  of  oblivion  for  Scotland 


■>  Journal-,  Sept.  0.         r  Journals.         '  Heath,  p.  302,  SOS. 

'  Burnet,  Memoirs  <>i  Hamilton,  p.  i 

"  Clarendon,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  4  17. 

''  Douglas,  Peei  i        I  Scotland,  181S. 
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in  ]  654  *.  The  earl  of  Kelly  was  permitted  to  go 
to  the  continent y.  Why  the  few  above  named 
were  selected  as  objects  of  severity,  as  the  trials 
were  never  published,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  pro- 
nounce. It  is  certain  there  was  on  the  whole  a 
great  spirit  of  clemency  displayed,  in  the  limits 
the  government  thought  proper  to  prescribe  to 
itself  on  the  occasion.  Of  the  common  soldiers 
taken  prisoners,  the  greater  part  were  sent  to  the 
plantations,  and  fifteen  hundred  were  granted  to 
the  Guinea  merchants,  and  employed  to  work  in 
the  mines  of  Africa2. 

The  king  was  among  the  fugitives  from  the 
battle  of  Worcester;  and,  after  wandering  about 
for  six  weeks,  in  various  disguises,  and  amidst  a 
series  of  surprising  adventures,  he  escaped  to  the 
continent.  One  week  after  the  battle,  the  parlia- 
ment set  forth  a  proclamation,  offering  a  reward 
of  one  thousand  pounds  for  his  apprehension'1. 
What  did  they  really  desire  ?  Whatever  were  their 
wishes,  they  could  not  well  omit  a  measure  of  this 
sort.  They  were  probably  best  pleased  with  his 
escape.  After  the  two  great  battles  of  Dunbar  and 
Worcester,  it  was  not  likely  that  he  could  soon 
again  become  formidable  to  them.  The  common- 
wealth  of  England  every  day  acquired  new  weight 
and  character ;  and  the  powers  of  Europe  would 

x  Srobel.  i  Douglas. 

1  Clarendon,  p.  411.    Parliamentary  History,  Vol.  XX,  p.  7 '2, 73. 

■  Journals,  Sept.  9,  10. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH.  277 

have  little  inclination  to  irritate  them  by  espous-    chap. 
ing-  the  interests  of  the  exiled  family.     If  Charles    i^J^  _j 
were  cut  off,  there  remained  the  duke  of  York,  his      igji. 
brother;  and  neither  of  these  was  at  this  time  more 
formidable  than  the  other.     The  government  we 
may  be  sure  would  not  be  disposed  to  repeat  the 
spectacle  of  regicide;  and  the  worst  therefore  they 
could  do  was  to  shut  Charles  up  in  perpetual  im- 
prisonment. 

On  the  sixth  of  September  four  members  of  par-  Deputation , 
liament,  being  Whitlocke  and   Lisle,  two  of  the  up0n 
keepersoftheseal, chief  justice  St. John, and  sir  Gil-  Cromwel- 
bert  Pickering,  were  appointed  to  wait  on  Cromwel, 
to  return  him  the  acknowledgments  of  the  house  b.. 
Their  instructions  were  to  thank  him  for  his  great 
and  unwearied  labours  in  the  service  of  the  com- 
monwealth, and  to  represent  to  him,  that,  since  by 
the  blessing  of  God  the  enemy  was  so  totally  de- 
feated, and  the  state  of  affairs  such  as  might  well 
dispense  with  his  further  service  in  the  field,  the 
parliament  requested  him  to  take  such  rest  and 
repose  as  might  be  most  conducive  to  the  better 
settlement  of  his  health  :  and  for  that  purpose  to 
chuse  a  residence  within  some  few  miles  of  West- 
minster,  by  which  means  they  might  have   the 
benefit   of  his  presence  and  advice   in  the  great 
and  important  business  of  the  further  settlement 
of  the  commonwealth c. 


b  Journals  r  Ibid,  Sepi 
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The  commissioners  metCromwel  on  the  eleventh 
a  few  miles  beyond  Aylesbury,  to  which  place  tliey 
returned  with  him,  and  spent  the  nightd.  They 
had  much  discourse  with  him,  and  St.  John  more 
than  all  the  reste.  Cromwel  gave  to  each  of  the 
commissioners  a  horse  and  two  Scots  prisoners  for 
a  present.  Whitlocke  says,  that  his  horse  was  a 
very  handsome,  gallant  young  nag  of  good  breed, 
and  one  of  his  prisoners  a  gentleman  of  quality. 
To  both  prisoners  he  gave  their  liberty,  and  passes 
to  return  to  Scotland6. 

The  next  day  they  came  to  town  together,  be- 
ing met  in  the  fields  by  the  speaker  with  many 
members  of  parliament,  the  president  of  council, 
the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  many  thousand 
persons  of  a  certain  quality  and  rank.  Cromwel 
carried  himself  with  great  atTableness  and  seem- 
ing  humility,  and  in  all  his  discourses  about  the 
battle  seldom  mentioned  any  thing  respecting  him- 
self, but  spoke  of  the  gallantry  of  his  officers  and 
soldiers,  and  gave  the  glory  to  Godf.  The  six- 
teenth was  the  day  of  his  public  reception  in  par- 
liament. 

In  winding  up  the  transactions  of  the  present 
year  in  England,  we  must  not  omit  the  election  of 
Cromwel  to  the  office   of  chancellor  of  the  uni- 


''  Whitlocke.     "  Mr.  Winwood's  hawks  met  us  and  the  general, 
and  many  officers  went  a  liltle  out  of  the  way  a  hawking." 
Whitlocke,  Sept.  11.  f  Whitlocke. 
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versity  of  Oxford,   which  took   place  in  January,    chap. 
the  appointment  having  remained  vacant  about    ^_      _, 
one  year,  from  the  death  of  the  earl  of  Pembroke,       i65i. 
the  late  chancellor s.     Cromwel  was  at  that  time 
in   Scotland  ;  and   the   distinction  was   conferred 
on  him  immediately  previous  to  his  long  and  lin- 
gering sickness  in  the  early  part  of  this  year.    In  St  John 

&  &  J    r  J  chancellor 

the  month  of  November,  the  earl  of  Manchester  oftheuni- 
having  declined  to  take  the  engagement  to  be  true  Cambridge. 
and  faithful  to  the  commonwealth  of  England,  as 
now  established  without  king  or  house  of  lords, 
he  was  deprived  of  the  office  of  chancellor  of  the 
university  of  Cambridge,  and  chief  justice  St.  John 
was  elected  in  his  room'1. 

The  twenty-fourth  of  October  was  the  day  ap-  Day  of 
pointed  for  the  public  thanksgiving  for  the  battle  giving. 
of  Worcester;    and    Owen  and   Goodwin   were 
named  to  preach  before  the  parliament  on  the  oc- 
casion '.     On  the  twenty-fourth  of  September  the   Funeral  of 
funeral  of  Popham,  one  of  the  three  generals  at 
sea,  who  had  died  on  the  nineteenth  of  August, 
took  place  at  Westminster  Abbey,  and  was  attended 
by  the  speaker,  the  general,  the  council  of  state, 
and  most  of  the  members  of  parliament k. 

In  the  month  of  October  a  force   was  sent  out  Foreign 
for  the  reduction  of  the  islands  of  Jersey,  Guern-  reduced. 


g  Athenic  Oxonicn-es,  Vol.  IT,  Fasti,  p.  92. 

i   irter,  History  of  the  University  of  Cambridge,  p.  u>7 
1  Journals,  Sept.  6,  i(>. 
k  Ibid,  Sept.  1"      Whitl  '       Heath,  p     i 


280  HISTORY  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 

book    sey,  and  Man,  which  was  with  no  great  difficulty 

TIT 

v ^j   effected1.    Barbadoes  was  at  this  time  the  richest 

1651.  of  our  West  India  possessions,  and  was  governed 
by  lord  Willoughby  of  Parham,  formerly  a  zealous 
presbyterian,  but  now  a  royalist.  Sir  George 
Ayscough  was  sent  out  early  in  autumn  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  place  ;  and,  arriving  in  October, 
his  first  exploit  was  the  capture  of  fourteen  Dutch 
merchantmen,  which  he  found  in  the  harbour.  The 
islanders,  being  in  disobedience  to  the  government 
at  home,  had  no  way  of  exporting  their  produce, 
but  through  the  instrumentality  of  these  vessels. 
The  island  itself  surrendered  about  the  beginning 
of  January111.  Virginia  was  in  a  similar  situation. 
It  had  become  a  chosen  retreat  for  expatriated 
royalists.  The  settlers  had  turned  their  whole  at- 
tention to  the  improving  their  plantations,  without 
so  much  as  constructing;  a  fort  for  their  defence. 
The  governor  appointed  by  the  parliament  no 
sooner  appeared  among  them,  than  they  shewed 
themselves  forward  to  admit  him  upon  easy  and 
advantageous  conditions11.  New  England  had 
always  been  upon  terms  of  the  best  understanding 
with  the  now  triumphant  party  of  the  indepen- 
dents. 


1  Journals,  Oct.  ;I0,  Nov.  6,  Jan.  2,  lo7>.>. 

"'  Journals,  Feb.  17,  Apr.  23.     Clarendon,  p.  4G(3.     Whitlocke, 
Feb.  10,  Mar.  15.     Heath,  p.  305,  307. 

irnals,  Aug.  31,  1652.     Clarendon,  p.  466,  167. 
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CHAPTER    XVII. 

IRETON    LOUD    DEPUTY    OF    IRELAND. — SIEGE    OE 
LIMERICK. — INTEGRITY     AND     RECTITUDE     OF 

IRETON.— SEVERITIES     EMPLOYED     BY     HIM. 

HIS  DEATH. 

Cromwel,  when  he  withdrew  from  Ireland  at  the    chap. 
end  of  May  1650,  left  Ireton  his  substitute  in  the    J^11^ 
conduct  of  affairs  there,  witli  the  title  of  lord  de-      igso. 
putya.     The  success  of  Cromwel  in  that  country  deputy  of 
had  been  great  and  unparalleled,  and  may  be  said  Ireland- 
in  some  sense  to  have  furnished  the  first  ground, 
as    an   independent   commander,   of  his  military 
fame.  He  had  reduced  Drogheda,  Wexford,  Cork,  stateofthat 
Kilkenny,    Clonmel,    and   a   multitude    of   other  cou"tr>- 
places,  with  almost  incredible  rapidity.     He  had 
for  the  most  part  cleared  Leinster  and  Munster  of 
the  appearance   of  an   enemy.     Still  there  was 
much  to  be  done.      The  Catholics  possessed  the 
whole  province  of  Connaught,  and  disputed  with 
the  English  the  superiority  in  lister.      They  pos- 
ted Carlow,  Waterford,  Duncannon,  Limerick 

.  -  Is,  Jul 
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book    and  Nenagh,  the  first  of  these  in  the  province  of 

ITT 

Vs__     ___,    Leinster,  and  the  others  in  Minister. 

k.jo.  Ire  ton  was  a  man  eminently  vigilant  and  inde- 

ot'liK  lord  fatigable  in  his  military  character.  He  was  at  the 
,k'pL'tv'  same  time  wary  and  cautious  almost  to  a  fault; 
and  hud  little  of  the  rapid  and  peril-defying  cha- 
racter of  his  friend,  qualities  in  no  small  degree 
dangerous,  unless  when  combined  with  that  fe- 
licity  of  genius  by  which  error  itself  is  often  con- 
verted to  good.  The  most  considerable  exploits 
of  Ireton  during  the  remainder  of  the  campaign, 
were  the  reduction  of  Carlow,  Waterford  and 
Duncannon1'.  He  also  took  Tecroghanc  and  Ne 
naghd.  His  talent  was  certainly  not  less  in  the 
cabinet,  than  the  field.  He  set  himself  to  foment 
the  differences,  which  now  raged  between  Ormond 
and  the  Catholic  bishops  ;  and  it  was  probably 
owing  to  his  intrigues  that  the  king's  lord  lieu- 
tenant found  himself  obliged  once  more  to  quit 
Ireland  in  December,  leaving  his  authority  in  the 
hands  of  the  marquis  of  Clanricarde. 

Sir  Charles  Coote  was  the  English  president  of 
Ulsterf;  and,  upon  the  death  of  ONeile  in  No- 
vember lG49f,  Macmahon,  bishop  of  Clogher,  a 
busy  and  intriguing  priest,  but  a  man  of  no  con- 


Ormond 
withdraws 
to  the  con- 
tinent. 


Ferocity  of 
Coote. 


b  Whitlock<  .  Aug.  27.     Ludlow,  p.  323,  324. 
c  Whitlockc.  July  10.  d  Ibid,  Nov.  26. 

"  Clarendon,  Historj  of  Irish  Rebellion,  p.  255. 
( See  above,  p.  153. 
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temptible  talents,  succeeded  to  the  direction  of  the    chap. 

XVII 

Catholic  affairs  in  that  province.  What  happened  ^  \  j 
at  this  time  may  serve  to  illustrate  the  ferocity  i65o. 
with  which  the  war  was  carried  on  in  Ireland. 
Coote  encountered  Macmahon  in  the  field  near 
Derry  in  June  ;  and  the  result  was  the  total  defeat 
of  the  Catholic  forces,  the  general  himself  being 
taken  prisoner  s.  This  man,  who  had  twelve  months 
before  principally  contributed  to  the  saving  of  Coote 
besieged  in  Derry  h,  was  now  remorselessly  ordered 
by  that  officer  to  perish  on  a  gibbets. — Ireton,  if 
he  disapproved  of  this  proceeding,  felt  himself  too 
new  in  his  office  to  be  able  properly  to  animadvert 
upon  it. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year,  Axtel,  whom  Successes 
Cromwel  had  made  governor  of  Kilkenny,  had  a 
sharp  conflict  with  Clanricard,  who  had  advanced 
with  four  thousand  men  into  the  province  of  Lein- 
ster.  The  marquis,  feeling  his  inability  to  encoun- 
ter the  English,  retired  on  their  approach  to  an 
island  bordering  on  the  Shannon,  defended  on 
each  side  by  a  bog,  with  but  one  narrow  entrance 
between,  and  this  strongly  fortified  with  one  re- 
trenchment behind  another.  Axtel  however  was 
not  deterred  by  this  advantage.  He  forced  all 
their  defences,  entered  the  island,  drove  half  their 
army  into  the  river,  and  possessed  himself  of  their 
camp,  ammunition  and  provisions'. 

*  Clarendon,  History  <>t'Trish  Rebellion,  p.  185,  186. 

hs, .     I    •     p    143  '  Whitlocke,  Nov.  26.  Heath,  p.  877. 
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n  o  o  k         Iii  the  following-  campaign  Limerick  became  the 


in. 


centrical  object  of  Ireton's  attention,  persuaded  as 
i€5i.       lie  was  that  in   the  fall  of  this  city  would  be  in- 

[reton  ad-  ,        .    ,  ,         .  ,.  .        ■         "  ,      i        p  r      i        1 

volved  the  reduction  ol  nearly  the  whole  01  Ireland 


vancea 


i^i'iHnVk.  that  remained  hostile  to  the  English  government. 
The  fortifications  of  the  place  were  exceedingly 
strong  ;  it  was  copiously  supplied  with  provisions 
and  ammunition*;  and  it  had  for  its  governor  Hugh 
O'Neile1,  nephew  to  the  veteran  Owen  O'Neile 
who  had  perished  in  the  close  of  the  year  1G49, 
and  only  inferior  to  him  in  the  requisites  of  a 
soldier.  Broghil  at  this  time  commanded  for  the 
English  in  Minister,  and  Coote  in  Ulster,  while 
the  main  army  was  quartered  at  Kilkenny;  and 
it  was  in  Ireton's  plan,  to  make  Limerick  a  centre 
to  the  operation  of  all  these  forces.  As  the  spring 
advanced  therefore,  Coote  was  ordered  to  pene- 
trate into  Connaught  on  the  side  of  Ballyshannon  ; 
and  he  was  speedily  so  successful,  as  to  reach 
Athenry,  and  compel  Portumna  to  surrender™. 
Ircton  in  the  mean  time  forced  the  passage  of  the 
Shannon  about  Killaloe'11.  In  this  enterprise  he 
was  opposed  by  the  earl  of  Castlehaven,  while 
the  marquis  of  Clanricard  had  endeavoured  to 
arrest  the  progress  of  Coote.  By  the  end  of  June 
however  Ireton  conceived  that  he  had  obtained 
such  a  superiority  over  the  foe,  as  to  induce  him 


k  Whitlocke,  Nov.  28.  'Ludlow,  p.  370. 

"  Ludlow,  ]..  343  to  350.      Whitlocke.  June  16.  20 
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to  offer  terms  to  the  garrison  of  Limerick,  and  in-    chap. 
vite  them  to   surrender.     To  this  the  enemy  as-    i '      _' } 
sented,  but  upon  such  terms  as  the  deputy  refused       i65i. 
to  grant;  and  they  were  not  yet  so  far  reduced, 
not  to  mention  the   encouragement  they  derived 
from  the  proceedings  of  the  royalists  in  Scotland, 
as  to  be  willing  to  accept  those  which  were  tender- 
ed them". 

The  siege  therefore  was  prosecuted  with  re-  Limerick 
newed  vigour.  Lord  Brogbil  twice  defeated 
Muskerry  near  the  Blackwater  in  the  county  of 
Cork;  and  Ludlow,  Iretons  lieutenant-general, 
made  a  successful  incursion  into  Clare0.  Mean- 
while the  deputy,  whose  watchfulness  and  in- 
dustry never  relaxed,  applied  himself  to  the  erec- 
tion of  such  forts  and  bridges,  as  should  most  ef- 
fectually shut  in  the  enemy  from  all  hopes  of  re- 
lief0. At  this  time  came  the  news  of  the  utter 
discomfiture  of  the  Scots  at  the  battle  of  Worcester ; 
and  Ireton  again  seized  the  opportunity  of  offering 
terms  to  the  defenders  of  Limerick,  which  again 
were  rejected  q.  He  persisted  in  his  resolution  to 
carry  the  place,  and  accordingly  made  suitable 
preparations  lor  a  winter-siege r.  As  a  last  pre-  Surrenders, 
vious  experiment  however,  he  caused  the  great 
guns  to  be  landed  from  the   ships,  and  others  to 


n  IretonV  Dispatches,  printed  Nov.  ?n.     Ludlow,  p.  355,  356. 

"  Ludlow,  p.  359.     Whitlocke,  July  l,  <i,  Aug.  9,  11. 

«•  Ludlow,  p.  358,  361.  '  Ibid,  p.  367.  '  [bid,  p.  36a. 


•j-«; 


HISTORY   OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 


1G51. 


Axtel 

ordered 

home. 


book  be  brought  from  the  adjacent  garrisons,  and  with 
these  constructed  a  battery,  which  was  so  effectual, 
and  produced  such  a  breach  in  the  walls,  that  the 
inhabitants,  terrified  in  the  expectation  of  the  mi- 
series of  a  storm,  compelled  the  commanders  to 
enter  into  a  fresh  treaty,  which  was  completed  on 
the  twenty-seventh  of  October9. 

Durins  the  siege  Treton  had  various  occasions 
for  manifesting  the  peculiarities  of  his  disposition. 
Axtel  was  one  of  the  most  useful  officers  in  the 
deputy's  army.  In  an  expedition  early  in  the  spring- 
he  had  been  successful  in  carrying  an  important 
post ;  but  an  accusation  was  brought  against  him, 
that,  after  quarter  had  been  given,  he  had  put  all 
the  defenders  to  the  sword.  The  proof,  according 
to  Ludlow,  was  not  complete  against  him,  Axtel 
denied  the  fact,  and  alleged,  that  the  Irish,  wrho 
had  shewn  no  mercy,  did  not  deserve  to  receive 
any.  But,  it  being  proved  that  it  was  so  under- 
stood by  the  enemy,  Ireton  was  such  a  friend  to 
justice,  that  by  his  instigation  the  council  of  war 
suspended  Axtel  from  his  command,  and  ordered 
him  home*.  In  another  instance  a  boat  full  of 
soldiers,  whether  moved  by  fear  or  promise  of  life, 
surrendered  to  the  English,  notwithstanding  which 
some  of  them  were  put  to  the  sword.  At  this  the 
deputy  wasmuch  troubled,  judgingthat  they  would 
not  have  quitted  their  means  of  preservation,  but 


Colonel 
Tothil 

cashiered 


"  Journal-,  Nov.  28. 


'  Ludlow,  p.  340,  34J 
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upon  terms  of  advantage,  and  ordered  the  matter    chap. 

•  "  XVII 

to  be  examined  by  a  court-martial,  who  sentenced    vj_     _[_, 

colonel  Tothil,  the  commanding  officer,  to  be  ca-  iesi. 
shiered".  The  tenderness  of  Ireton  is  distinctly  Humane 
recorded  by  Whitlocke,  at  the  very  moment  that  ^J^n™ 
he  is  censuring  him  as  pragmatical,  and  too  for- 
ward in  his  designs  for  reforming  the  proceedings 
at  law  w.  Ludlow,  who  delights  to  register  par- 
ticulars honourable  to  the  deputy,  says  that,  in  the 
latter  scenes  of  his  life,  he  was  entirely  cured  of 
the  vice  of  adhering  too  pertinaciously  to  judg- 
ments he  had  once  conscientiously  made,  which, 
says  the  historian,  had  been  observed  to  be  his 
greatest  infirmity  x.  He  also  tells  a  pleasing  story 
of  his  behaviour  to  lady  Honoria  O'Brien,  daughter 
to  the  earl  of  Thomond.  This  lady  had  abused 
Ireton's  protection,  by  indirectly  employing  it  to 
secure  the  goods  and  cattle  of  the  enemy.  The 
deputy  reproached  her  with  this  disingenuousness, 
upon  which  she  burst  into  tears,  and  assured  him 
that,  if  he  would  forgive  her,  she  would  never  re- 
peat her  offence.  Ludlow  interfered  in  her  favour. 
To  whom  Ireton  replied,  As  much  of  a  cynic  as  I 
am,  the  tears  of  this  woman  moved  me ; — and  gave 
orders  that  her  protection  should  be  renewed  v. 

The  scene  which  followed  upon  the  surrender  His  severe 
of  Limerick  is   a  painful   one.      It  had  been  re-  fogsT* 


u  [bid,  p.  355.     Whitlocke,  July  -4,  11       Heath,  p.  305. 
w  Whitlocke,  Dec.  a.        «  Ludlow,  p.  375.        '  Ibid,  p 
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book  peatedly  the  practice,  particularly  when  the  de- 
v  '  fence  of  a  place  was  obstinate,  and  extended  be- 
i65i.  yond  the  chance  of  relief,  to  protect  the  inhabitants 
and  the  private  soldiery,  but  to  except  those  who 
had  greatest  influence,  or  were  chief  in  command. 
Such  was  the  case  on  the  present  occasion.  Twenty- 
two  persons  were  excepted  in  the  articles  of  ca- 
pitulation ;  and  of  these  five,  the  mayor  of  the 
town,  the  Catholic  bishop  of  Emly,  Wolf,  a  friar, 
who  had  been  a  principal  incendiary,  Purcel,  the 
deputy  governor,  and  sir  Jeffery  Barrow,  were  put 
to  death  by  order  of  a  court-martial.  HughO  Neile, 
the  governor,  pleaded  that  the  charge  was,  that  he 
had  instigated  the  garrison  to  hold  out  when  there 
was  no  hope  of  relief,  whereas  he  proved  that  he 
had  alwaysbeen  theadvocate  of  a  timely  surrender. 
By  this  plea  with  difficulty  his  life  was  saved2. 
His  death.  From  Limerick  Ireton  prepared  to  march  against 
Galway,  which  had  already  been  some  time  be- 
sieged by  Coote.  But,  the  officers  complaining 
of  hard  service  and  sickness,  Ireton  consented  that 
they  should  go  into  winter-quarters11.  Ludlow  in 
the  mean  time  took  Clare  Castle  and  a  neighbour- 
ing fortress b;  and  the  deputy  made  a  detour  to 
view  certain  places  where  he  designed  to  place 
garrisons,  the  more  completely  to  shut  up  Galway 
against  the  ensuing  season0.     In  this  excursion 


■  Ibid,  p.  S7S,  ct  scqq.  Ircton's  Dispatches.     :i  Ludlow,  p.  376. 
b  Whitlocke,  Dec.  8.  c  Ludlow,  p.  380. 


of  the  par- 

ameiu  to 
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he  took  cold,  which  was  succeeded  by  the  plague,    chap. 
that  for  some  time  had   infested  this  part  of  Ire-    <_V*][*j 
land.     He  had  subjected  himself  to  every  kind  of      1051. 
hardship,  never  putting-  off  his  clothes  during  the 
siege  of  Limerick,   except  to  change  his  linen, 
which  made   him  the  more  liable  to  be  infected 
with  the  contagion.  He  died  on  the  twenty-seventh 
of  November*1. 

Intelligence  of  this  calamity  reached   London  Gratitude 
on  the  eighth  of  December ;  and  parliament  im-  ij 
mediately  voted  that  his  remains  should  be  brought  Jjjo™8" 
to  London,  and  interred  at  the  charge  of  the  state, 
and  that  a  suitable  provision  should  be  made  for 
his  widow  and   children0.     This   provision  con- 
sisted of  an  estate  of  two  thousand   pounds  per 
annum*,   which    had  formerly  been   voted  to  be 
settled  upon  him  during  his  life-time f.     The  bill 
for  settling  an  estate  of  four  thousand  per  annum 
upon  Cromwel  was  read  a  first  and  a  second  time 
on  the  same  day  that  the   provision  for  Ireton's 
family  passed  into  a  law ;  but  it  docs  not  appear 
to  have  proceeded  any  further £. 

Whitlocke  particularly  records  that  the  death   Senti 
of  Ireton  struck  a  irreat  sadness  into  Cromwel h. 


ments 
<>f  ( Iromwel 
en  the  oc- 
casioo. 


11  Ludlow,  p.  382.  8  Journals. 

r  Journals,  Sept.  II.     See  above,  Vol.  II,  p.  800. 

B  Journals,  Dec.  18. 

''  Whitlocke,  Dec.  8.     The   firm,  the  sober,  and  resolved  cha- 
racter of  Ireton  made  him  mans  1  nemies.  The  royalists  considered 
him  as  their  most  formidable  adversary;  and  the  advocates  of  )j 
VOL.  III.  1 
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BOOK  cenoe  hated  as  much  as  they  feared  him.  Among  others  Broghil, 
HI.  a  gallant  soldier  of  fortune,  who  had  fought  for  Charles  as  long  as 
he  could,  and,  being  pressed  by  Cromwel  at  once  with  promises 
and  threats,  embraced  without  reserve  the  friendship  of  that  extra- 
ordinary- man,  held  Ireton  in  particular  aversion.  He  has  told  a 
story,  that  the  deputy  declared  among  his  confidents,  that  Broghil 
must  be  cut  otf,  otherwise  he  would  ruin  them  all.  And,  to  re- 
venge the  supposed  purpose  of  assassination  in  Ireton,  he  has  plot- 
ted to  undermine  his  posthumous  fame.  lie  says,  "  Soon  after 
this  officer  had  the  command  of  the  army,  he  was  informed  that  a 
certain  barony  had  broken  the  articles  in  consideration  of  which  it 
was  protected.  He  marched  therefore  against  the  barony,  giving 
orders  to  his  soldiers  to  kill  man,  woman  and  child.  Broghil  ex- 
postulated with  him  upon  the  cruelty  of  such  a  proceeding:  but 
Ireton  replied  that  it  was  of  ill  consequence  to  permit  such  per- 
fidious villains  to  be  spared,  adding,  that  he  had  conceived  a  fa- 
vourable opinion  of  the  Irish  when  he  first  came  into  the  kingdom, 
but  was  now  satisfied  that  they  did  not  deserve  to  live."  At  length 
the  philosophy  and  humanity  of  Broghil  conquered  the  ferocity  of 
the  deputy.  Morrice's  Life  of  Orrery,  apud  Orrery  State-Papers, 
p.  82,  33,  34. 

Such  is  the  character  Ireton  has  received  from  this  high-spirited 
nobleman.  As  a  specimen  of  the  temper  of  the  royalists  towards 
him,  take  sir  Philip  Warwick's  account  of  his  death  (Memoirs, 
p.  351,  855),  who  says,  "  As  he  was  a  man  of  blood,  so  he  expired 
with  that  word  in  his  mouth,  exclaiming  amidst  the  ravings  of  his 
fever,  I  will  have  more  blood,  blood,  blood." 

His  character  is  thus  delineated  by  Cooke,  chief  justice  of  Mini- 
ster, his  special  and  particular  friend. 

"  Never  had  commonwealth  a  greater  loss,  because  undoubtedly 
there  never  was  a  more  able,  painful,  provident  and  industrious 
servant.  He  discharged  his  duty  to  all  people,  and  acted  every 
part  so  well,  as  if  he  had  been  born  only  for  that  particular.  He 
was  a  patron,  father  and  husband  to  the  fatherless  and  the  widow. 
For  uprightness,  single-heartedness  and  sincerity  he  exercised  them 
to  his  enemies;  and,  though  he  was  very  sparing  in  his  promises 
to  the  rebels,  yet  was  he  most  liberal  in  his  performances.    He  was 
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a  most  exact  justiciary  in  all  matters  of  moral  righteousness,  and  CHAP. 
with  strength  of  solid  reason  had  a  most  piercing  judgment  and  a  XVII. 
large  understanding.  He  was  willing  to  hear  truth  from  the  meanest 
soldier.  For  so  great  a  stock  of  knowledge,  such  extraordinary 
abilities  in  matters  of  learning,  military,  judicial,  political,  mathe- 
matical, moral,  rational  and  divine,  I  say,  for  every  thing  requisite 
and  desirable,  both  as  a  man  and  a  Christian,  I  think  it  will  be 
hard  with  many  candles  to  find  his  equal.  I  believe  few  men  knew 
more  of  the  art  of  policy  and  self-interested  prudentials,  but  never 
man  so  little  practised  them.  If  he  erred  in  any  thing  (as  error 
and  humanity  are  inseparable),  it  was  in  too  much  neglecting  him- 
self, seldom  thinking  it  time  to  eat,  till  he  had  done  the  work  of 
the  day,  at  nine  or  ten  at  night;  and  then  would  sit  up,  as  long  as 
any  man  had  business  with  him.  Indeed  he  was  every  thing  from 
a  foot-soldier  to  a  general.  He  is  and  shall  be  most  dear  to  my 
remembrance;  and,  of  all  the  saints  I  ever  knew,  I  desire  to  make 
him  my  precedent."  Epistle  prefixed  to  Monarchy  No  Creature  of 
God's  Making,  1052. 
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FOURTH  YEAR  of  the  COMMONWEALTH. 

COUNCIL  OF  STATU, 
Installed,  December  the  First,  lGMa. 


OLD  COUNCIL. 

Members  who  sat  in  the  three  j>rcceding  councils,  15. 
Bulstrode  Whitlocke,  i  Keepers  of  Sir  Arthur  Haselrig,  Bart. 
John  Lisle,  S  the  Seal.      Sir  Gilbert  Pickering,  Bart. 

Henry  Rolle,  Chief  Justice.  Sir  William  Masham,  Bart. 

Oliver  St.  John,  Chief  Justice.  Sir  Henry  Vane,  Knt. 

John  Bradshaw,  Lord  President.      Sir  James  Harrington,  Knt. 
Oliver  Cromwcl,  Lord  General.        Thomas  Scot. 
Valentine  Wauton.  William  Purefoy. 

Dennis  Bond. 

Members  who  sat  in  the  secojid  and  third  councils,  2. 
Thomas  Chaloner.  John  Gurdon. 

Members  who  had  been  chosen  in  the  third  near,  4. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Charles  Fleetwood.       John  Carew. 
Richard  Salway.  Nicholas  Love. 


NEW  COUNCIL. 

Members  who  sat  in  the  first  and  second  councils,  8. 
Philip  viscount  Lisle.  Sir  William  Constable,  Bart. 

Henry  Marten.  Aid.  Isaac  Pennington. 

Robert  Wallop.  Anthony  Stapelcy. 

Alexander  Popham.  Cornelius  Holland. 

a  Order  Book  of  Council. 
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Members  who  sat  in  the  second  council,  2. 
Sir  Peter  Wentworth,  Knt.  Herbert  Morley. 

New  Members,  10. 
Philip  carl  of  Pembroke.  John  Corbet. 

Robert  Blake.  William  Masham, 

Henry  NevUe.  Henry  Herbert. 

John  Downes.  William  Hay. 

.lulm  Dixwel.  Abraham  Burrel. 


15  O  O  K 
111. 


1651. 


the  com- 
mittees of 
council. 


There  must  have  been  some  extraordinary  reason 
why  the  council  of  state,  chosen  in  February  1051, 
should  have  been  abridged  of  nearly  three  months 
of  its  existence.  But  no  reason  appears  in  the 
records  either  of  parliament  or  council. 

The  new  election  took  place  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  and  twenty-fifth  of  November  b. 

It  should  have  been  observed  before,  that  the  p0wersof 
phrase,  "you,  or  any  [three,  five,  seven,  nine,  ten, 
twelve]  of  you,  are  hereby  authorised  and  em- 
powered," is  only  to  be  found  in  the  instructions 
for  the  council  of  the  first  year.  The  powers 
therefore  of  the  council  were  afterwards  vested  in 
the  whole  body,  and  not  in  any  of  its  committees 
taken  apart.  The  committees  however  continued 
to  bo.  chosen  as  before. 

It  is  difficult  for  readers  in  a  distant  period  to   character 
form  a  just  estimate  of  persons  who,  without  ma-  ofthemem- 
king  any  figure  in  history,  were  perhaps  of  very  5^L!!n^f 
grave  weight  and  consideration  anions'-  their  con-  statc- 


lurnals. 
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Their  in- 
trinsic im- 
portance. 


temporaries.  When  we  read,  in  the  list  of  the 
council  of  state,  the  names  of  William  Cawley, 
Henry  Darley,  John  Fielder,  Anthony  Stapeley, 
we  are  apt  to  imagine  that  we  are  fallen  upon 
persons  of  the  lowest  order  in  society  :  and  this 
circumstance  has  been  of  great  advantage  to  the 
scurrilous  writers,  whose  cue  it  is  to  represent 
the  government  of  England  after  the  death  of 
Charles  the  First,  as  having  come  into  the  hands 
of  butchers  and  draymen. 

It  is  true,  as  has  already  been  observed0,  that 
the  present  government  rested  on  a  narrow  foun- 
dation. The  king,  and  the  house  of  peers,  the 
lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  wrere  removed.  All 
that  were  greatly  attached  to  either  king  or  peers, 
were  discountenanced  and  disaffected.  The  ad- 
herents of  the  episcopal  establishment,  and  the 
adherents  of  the  presbyterian  system  of  church- 
government,  were  animated  with  hostile  feelings, 
or  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  discontented.  The 
parliament  was  a  self-constituted  body,  indebted 
for  its  present  power  to  the  external  force  that  had 
been  exercised  upon  that  assembly  as  it  formerly 
stood,  and  amounting  to  but  a  small  part  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people.  But  we  must  not 
on  these  accounts  conclude,  that  the  government 
was  not  possessed  of  great  strength,  or  that  its 
supporters  were  not,  many  of  them,  in  the  natural 
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and  unforced  order  of  thing's,  anions;  the  most  ef-    book 

ficient  members  of  the  population  of  England.         v t 

There  is  a  passage  in  Clarendon,  that  inciden-       I65i. 

ii  n  ii-ii  J  Illustra- 

tally  confirms  to  us  the  nigh  character  and  re-  tion. 
spectability  annexed  to  the  members  of  the  coun- 
cil of  state,  where  he  mentions  Mr.  Stapeley,  the 
son  of  a  deceased  counsellor,  "  a  gentleman  of 
good  extraction  and  good  fortune,  and  whose  in- 
terest was  otherwise  considerable,  in  the  maritime 
county  of  Sussex,"  who  went  over  to  the  royalists, 
while  "  many  of  the  king's  friends  thought  fit  to 
cherish  those  inclinations  in  him,  and  encourage 
him  to  hope"'  for  future  forgiveness  and  distinction*1. 

The  fifteen  persons,  who  were  regularly  rechosen  Fifteen  of 
in  the  elections  of  the  council  of  the  commonwealth  eminent 
as  long  as  the  commonwealth  existed,  are  parti-  mem  € 
cularly  entitled  to  our  notice.     They  must  doubt- 
less be  considered  as  for  the  most  part  the  columns 
of  the  state.     They   were  many  of  them  in  the 
highest  class  of  statesmen.   Peculiar  circumstances 
only,  or  peculiar  merit,   could  have  obtained  for 
them  so  extraordinary  a  distinction.     They  must 
also  be  regarded  as  having  embarked  their  ac- 
tivity,  their  predilections,  and  their  character,   in 
the   political   vessel,   in    which   they  occupied  SO 
eminent  a  station. 


I  I  trendon,  Vol.  III.  p.  618. 
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CHAPTER    XVIII. 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  CROMWEL. — QUESTION  OF  SUC- 
CESSIVE PARLIAMENTS  TAKEN  INTO  CONSIDER- 
ATION.  THE     DECISION      I'ROCRASTINATED. 

CROMWEL    PRESSES    THE  QUESTION. HIS    REA- 
SONING AND  INTENTION. PERIOD  FIXED   FOR 

THE  CLOSE  OF  THE  PRESENT  PARLIAMENT. 


1G51. 
Conse- 
quences 
that  fol- 
lowed on 
I  reton's 
death. 


book  When  the  gallant  spirit  of  Ireton  departed,  the 
good  genius  of  the  commonwealth  and  of  Crom- 
wel  took  its  flight.  The  ligature  and  holdfast, 
which  bound  these  together  in  firm  conjunction, 
the  individual  who,  more  than  any  other,  had  the 
power  to  control  the  mighty  mind  of  the  general, 
and  retain  him  in  the  path  of  his  duty,  was  gone. 
They  saw  each  other  for  the  last  time  in  May  1650. 
The  esteem  and  reverence  of  Cromwel  for  his 
friend  no  doubt  remained.  But  absence,  which  is 
said  to  be  the  death  of  love,  greatly  impairs  the  per- 
fect cordialities,  as  it  renders  impracticable  the 
hourly  communications  which  are  the  best  nutri- 
ment, of  friendship.  The  future  lord  protector 
found  the  visions  of  ambition  perpetually  opening 
on  his  mind.  How  he  would  have  conducted  him- 
self, if  Ireton  had  continued  to  live,  cannot  now  be 
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told.     B\ithc  immediately  felt  the  difference,  and    chap. 

*i                  i     c                     i        xviii. 
was  conscious   to  the   removal   ot  an  awe  under    v , 

which  he  had  experienced  a  certain  uneasiness'*1.        igsi. 

The  second  day  after  the  news  of  I  re  ton's  de-  Conference 

/-\  i         ii      i  a.'  r  i  ofCromwcl 

cease,  Cromwel  called  a  meeting  ot  several  mem-  mthcertain 
bers  of  parliament  and  some  chief  officers  of  the  ^^^"of 
army  at  the  speaker's  house  ;  and,  a  considerable  Parlian}ent 

J  r  respecti  ng 

number  being:  present,  he  suggested  to  them  that,  thesettie- 

i  iii-  f        i  ii-  i         merit  of  the 

now  that  the  late  king-  was  dead,  and  his  son  de-  nation. 
feated,  it  seemed  necessary  to  come  to  a  settlement 
of  the  nation.  Whitlocke  suggested,  that  it  was 
requisite  in  the  first  place  to  decide,  whether  the 
future  government  should  be  in  the  form  of  an 
absolute  republic,  or  with  some  mixture  of  mon- 
archy. And  Cromwel  immediately  rejoined,  that 
the  lord  commissioner  had  started  the  right  point; 
to  which  he  added  that,  if  a  mixed  monarchy  ap- 
peared to  be  the  sense  of  the  meeting,  it  would 
next  be  the  question  to  consider  in  whose  hands 
the  monarchical  power  was  to  be  placed.  The 
lawyers  were  generally  for  a  mixed  monarchy, 
and  many,  particularly  Widdrington,  for  confer- 
ring the  crown  on  the  duke  of  Gloucester,  the 
third  son  of  the  late  kino- ;  the   soldiers  for  the 


1  Mrs.  Hutchinson  says,  Vol.  II,  p.  192,  that  Ircton  had  "de- 
termined to  conic  over  to  England,  to  endeavour  to  divert  Crom- 
\\(  1  from  hi---  destructive  courses."  I  doubt  whether  Cromwel  bad 
so  fai  mum  ih  il  bis  ambition  during  the  life  of  the  deputy.     But 

ihis  hi  least  may  shew  what  was  undersl 1  of  the  sentiment 

this  inflexible  r<  publican. 
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Considera- 
tion re- 
specting 
Future  par- 
liaments. 


1650. 
Report  of 

the  com- 
mittee ap- 
pointed to 
examine 
the  ques- 
tion. 


most  part,  especially  Whalley  and  Desborough, 
expressed  themselves  averse  to  any  thing  parta- 
king of  monarchy.  Fleetwood  observed  that  it  was 
a  point  not  very  easy  to  be  determined.  Much 
other  discourse  occurred  ;  but  the  company  parted 
without  coming  to  any  conclusion b.  Meanwhile 
Cromwel  learned  by  this  means  the  sentiments  of 
the  persons  present,  and  regulated  himself  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  great  object  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
present  rulers,  was  the  constituting  a  new  parlia- 
ment. Successive  parliaments  were  the  vital  prin- 
ciple of  the.  commonwealth.  Till  these  were  es- 
tablished, till  the  child,  exposed,  as  Marten  saidS 
on  the  river's  brink,  had  attained  his  full  stature, 
and  was  admitted  to  have  arrived  at  years  of  dis- 
cretion, nothing  was  consolidated,  nothing  per- 
manent was  done.  The  government  that  now  ex- 
isted could  be  nothing  more  than  a  government 
ad  interim. 

Of  this  the  persons  at  the  helm  of  affairs  were 
fully  aware  ;  but  they  dreaded  a  premature  aban- 
donment of  the  power  they  now  held  for  the  public 
benefit.  They  early  brought  forward  the  question 
of  the  mode  in  which  future  parliaments  should 
be  chosen,  and  the  times  of  their  sitting.  On  the 
fifteenth  of  May  1G49,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  take  the  subject  into  consideration,  consisting 


Whitlocke,  Dec.  io. 


above,  p.  117. 
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of  sir  Henry  Vane,  senior  and  junior,  Ireton,  Scot,    chap. 

.  XVIII 

Algernon  Sidney,  and  four  other  persons'1.     This    C       ji 

committee  did  not  bring  in  its  report  till  the  ninth       i65o. 
of  January  of  the  following  year,  some  change 
having  in  the  mean  time  taken  place  in  the  mem- 
bers of  which  it  was  constituted,  and  Ireton  being 
on  service  in  Ireland.     The  first  proposition  re-  The  next 
commended  in  the  report,   which  was  brought  in  tPoconTi!t 
by  Vane,  coincided  with  the  suggestion  of  the  SJSSJj^ 
Agreement  of  the  People,  tendered  by  the  general  b^- 
council  of  the  army  twelve  months  before e,  that 
the  representation  of  the  people  of  England  should 
consist  of  four  hundred  members,  though  with  a 
distribution  to  the  counties,  and  the  towns  within 
them,  somewhat  different.  Tliey  referred  the  suc- 
cession of  parliaments,  and  the  qualifications  of 
the  electors  and   elected  to  future  consideration. 
And  they  recommended,  that   all   members  now   Recom- 

.      .  .  , .  1111  i-i         mendation 

sitting  in  parliament  should   be  counted   in  the  that  the 
next  parliament,  as  representatives  for  the  places  members 
for  which  they  at  present  sat.     The  first  propo-  *£%**£ 
sition,  that  the  representatives  should  be  in  num-  parliament. 
ber  four  hundred,  was  voted  by  parliament  on  the 
day  that  the  report  was  brought  up  :  the  rest  was 
deferred f. 

It  was  next  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Committee 

,  ,  .  i  /•   ii  •  -i  of  the  whole 

house  to  determine  on  the  following  particulars ;  house  on 

the  ques- 
tion. 


.i 


See  above,  p.  1 1  j,  1  is.  S<  i    tbove,  p.  47,  48,  49. 
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book    and  this  committee  sat  weekly  with  few  interrup- 
ts "L  2   tions  till  the  middle  of  August.     Its  sittings  were 
\c,:,o.       afterwards  resumed  about  the  end  of  October,  and 
continued   till  the  spring  of  the  following  year. 
1651.       They  appear  on   the   whole,  by  the  Journals,  to 
have  amounted  to  forty-eight. 
Thede-  What  was  done  in  these  different  sittings  we 

procrasti-     liave  no  roeans  of  ascertaining.   Probably  in  many 
nated.  instances  they  were  pro  forma  only ;  and  the  chair- 

man had  no  sooner  taken  his  place,  than  a  motion 
of  adjournment  followed.  The  routine  of  parlia- 
mentary proceeding  was  suffered  to  go  on,  while 
those  in  the  direction  of  affairs  felt  unwilling  to 
take  a  peremptory  step,  where  any  hasty  measure 
might  be  attended  with  momentous  consequences. 
Motives  for  They  still  waited,  till  the  successes  of  the  corn- 
nation,  mon  wealth-government  should  be  found  of  the 
most  unquestionable  and  dazzling  character.  They 
still  watched,  with  the  affection  of  a  mother  to- 
wards her  offspring,  and  probably  with  the  pure 
love  of  a  patriot  for  the  public  weal.  It  was  an 
anxious  question  that  was  before  them,  to  consider 
when,  and  with  what  preparatory  measures  the 
nation  might  be  trusted  with  its  own  interests,  se- 
cure that  no  disgraceful  and  no  calamitous  con- 
sequences  would  be  the  result.  These  were  no 
ordinary  times  ;  and  those  who  seemed  now  to 
have  every  thing  at  their  disposal,  would  be  an- 
swerable for  all  the  mischiefs,  to  which  they  gave 
way,  or  which  they  might  seem  to  authorise. 
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Strange  things  were  brewing  in  the   mind  of    chap. 

•  XVIII 

Cromwel,  as  he  journeyed  from  the  scene  of  action   ^ 'j 

at  Worcester  to  the  metropolis.   Hugh  Peters,  the      i65i. 
divine,  who  was  greatly  respected  by  the  leading  harboured 
men  of  his  time,  saw  him  on  the  road,  and  made  Xi. ' 
such  observations  of  his  demeanour,  as  induced 
him  to  say  to  a  friend  in  confidence,  Cromwel 
will  make  himself  our  kings.     We  have  already 
noticed  his  conversation  with  the  commissioners 
sent  by  the  parliament  to  congratulate  him,  during 
the   evening  they  spent  together  at  Aylesbury, 
who  had  much  discourse  with   him,  and  St.  John 
more  than  the  rest1'.     The  very  day  that  he  ap-  Question  of 
pearcd   in   his  place  in  the  house,  occasion  was  SSSSeS. 
taken,   doubtless  with   his  concurrence,  to  bring 
forward  a  motion  to  revive  the  question  concerning 
an  equal  representation  in  parliament.     The  de- 
bate was  fixed  for  the  day  following'. 

Cromwel,  with  the  discernment  that  scarcely  at  Purpose 
any  time  deserted  him,  saw  that  this  was  the  vul-  "t  L  reived. 
nerable  side  of  the  present  administration.  While 
Vane  and  Bradshaw  and  Marten  hesitated,  fearful 
as  they  trod   in  so   dubious  and  critical   a  path, 
Cromwel  had  it  at  all  times  in  his  power  to  annoy 
them,  by  bringing  forward  a  topic  which  must  on 
many  accounts  be  attended  with  popularity.     His  CromweTs 
thoughts  carried  him  farther  than  this.     He  saw,  kingship. 


Ludlow,  i>.  147.  h  See  above,  p.  .'?:; 

1  Journals,  Sept.  16 
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bo  o  K    as  they  saw,  that  the  nation  was  divided  into  three 

ITT 

v j   parties,  and  that  the  present  government  had  not 

i65i.  certainly  the  cordial  support  of  more  than  one  in 
three,  of  the  nation  in  general,  or  through  its  dif- 
ferent ranks.  He  reasoned  thus  :  There  needs 
some  common  principle,  to  reconcile  these  dissen- 
tions,  and  bind  these  discordant  particles  together. 
That  principle  must  be  monarchy.  There  is  some- 
thing in  kingly  government  particularly  adapted 
to  the  superficial  and  frivolous  character  of  the 
bulk  of  mankind,  whether  high  or  low.  There  is 
that  in  it  which  inspires  them  with  awe.  It 
spreads  hope,  and  seduction,  and  the  anticipation 
of  advantage,  through  an  extensive  circle.  To  those 
that  are  not  within  the  reach  of  its  more  menial 
beams,  it  still  gives  an  object  to  dazzle,  to  amuse, 
and  to  astonish.  As  the  bulk  of  mankind  regards 
national  prowess  and  victory  as  something  for  each 
individual  to  plume  himself  upon,  just  so  proces- 
sions and  shows,  and  the  magnificence  of  a  court 
make  each  individual  of  the  state  to  which  it  per- 
tains proud,  as  if  he  had  a  share  in  it.  It  is  only 
thus,  so  Cromwel  argued,  that  we  can  ever  have 
a  parliament.  Let  us  extinguish  all  hopes  in  the 
Stuart  race.  Both  royalists  and  presbyterians  de- 
sire a  king.  Let  us  give  them  one  ;  not  indeed 
the  man  they  would  chuse;  but,  when  once  they 
have  a  king,  they  will  easily  be  reconciled,  and 
in  time  become  loyal  to  him.  They  will  call  him 
at  first  an  upstart  and  a  usurper  :  but  novelty  is  a 
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feeling  of  brief  endurance,  and  men  soon  learn  to    c  h  a  p. 
feel  a  certain  value  for  him  who  is  accompanied    ^_         . 
with  magnificence,  and  display,  and  the  power  of      i65i. 
distributing  both  wealth  and  honours.    As  acorn- 
mon wealth,  we  may  in  vain  hope  ever  to  secure 
the  attachment,  or  obtain  the  support  of  the  flaunt- 
ing royalist,  or  the  demure  presbyterian.    But  give 
them  a  new  dynasty  ;  and  you  give  them  the  sub- 
stance of  what  they  wish  for,  with  only  a  small 
change  in  the  form,  or  rather  in  the  patronymic 
appellation  of  the  individual. 

These  are  not  loose  speculations  and  uncertain   iiisattach- 

i  -i     •        ,1         mcnt  to  the 

conjectures  respecting  what  now  passed  in  the  doctrine 
mind  of  Cromwel.  All  his  subsequent  life  proves  1,,nr,y 
their  certainty  ;  his  fixed  desire  of  the  denomina- 
tion, a  king,  his  multiplied  experiments,  one  for 
ever  succeeding  another,  of  a  parliament.  He 
believed  the  scheme  of  conduct  he  adopted  was 
virtuous.  He  persuaded  himself  that  he  was  seek- 
ing the  substantial  and  lasting  advantage  of  his 
country.  Algernon  Sidney  has  left  behind  him 
the  testimony,  given  after  the  death  of  Cromwel, 
that  he  had  "just  notions  of  public  liberty  k. 

It  cannot  however  reasonably  be  doubted,  that  IIis  per. 
his  ambition   came  in  aid  of  his  reasonings,   and  f?"al  an' 
made  him  no  dispassionate  judge  of  the  question 
before  him.     The  man   who  desired  a  crown  for 
himself  and  his  posterity,  must  not  be  admitted  to 

k  Burnet,  Own  Time,  Book  I. 
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book     be  beyond  the  reach  of  the  titillations  of  vanity, 


in 


and  the  allurements  of  temptation. 


i65i.  He  judged  falsely.     Whatever  allowances  are 

ofhismiL    to  be  made  for  the  delusions  of  a  seeming  virtue, 
,lUs'  it  cannot  be  denied  that  no  man  ever  went  farther 

than  he  in  arbitrary  and  lawless  proceedings,  in 
rending  the  veil  of  the  temple,  in  insulting  every 
thing  that  successive  generations  had  held  in  re- 
verence, and  in  contumely  poured  down  upon  the 
virtuous  sentiments  and  intentions  of  his  brothers 
of  the  state.  He  beo-an  with  beino-  from  convic- 
tion  a  perfect  republican  ;  and  he  ended  with  the 
desire  to  make  himself  a  king :  and  it  is  not  pro- 
bable that  his  creed  would  ever  have  been  changed, 
if  his  private  passions  had  not  come  in  aid  of  the 
sophistries  by  which  he  was  beguiled.  What 
would  have  been  the  fortune  of  the  commonwealth, 
if  he  had  not  sacrilegiously  overturned  it,  we  do 
not  know.  With  the  result  of  his  proceedings  we 
are  acquainted.  After  seven  years  of  unhallowed 
ambition,  he  died.  He  left  his  country  a  prey  to 
the  most  furious  tempest.  He  deprived  the  whole 
nation,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  handful  of 
men,  of  the  desire  and  the  hope  to  achieve  great 
things.  He  taught  his  countrymen  to  be  incre- 
dulous to  the  name  of  public  liberty.  He  pre- 
pared the  way  for  all  the  profligacy,  the  inhu- 
manity, the  persecutions,  and  the  infamy  of  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  Second.  Well  may  we  be- 
speak  him   in  the  words  of  the  prophet,  How  art 


ordered  to 
be  Wrought 
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thou  fallen  from  heaven,   Oh,  Lucifer,  son  of  the    chap. 

.  XVIII. 

morning !  v y 

Though  these,  as  we  have  seen,  were  the  rea-      i65i. 

_    .   .  .  .  .  .His  du- 

sonings  ot   his  own  mind  on   the  occasion,  yet  it  piicity. 
will  presently  appear  that  it  was  a  very  different 
language,  that  he  held  to  his  associates,  and  by 
which  he  gained   to  himself  confederates  in  his 
measures. 

The  debate  respecting  an  equal  representation   Bill  for 
took  place  on  the  seventeenth  of  September,  ac-  endtothe 
cording  to  appointment,  and  was  terminated  by  a  |j^?I1ttpar' 
resolution  that  a  report  from  the  committee  of  the 
whole  house,  which  had  sat  at  intervals  from  Ja-  in 
nuary  1650  to  the  May  of  the  present  year,  should 
be  made  on  the  twenty-fourth1.     On  the  twenty- 
fifth  the  house  voted,  upon  a  division,  Cromwel 
and  Scot  being  tellers  for  the  majority,  that  a  bill 
should  be  brought  in,  for  fixing  a  certain  time  for 
closing  the  present  parliament,   and   calling  an- 
other ;  and  it  was  referred  to  St.  John,  Whitlocke, 
Lisle,  Prideaux,  Say,  chairman  of  the  committee, 
Miles   Corbet,  and  eight  others,  to  prepare   the 
bill"1.     On  the  next  day  the  names  of  Cromwel, 
Vane,  Marten  and  Salway  were  added  to  this  com- 
mittee ;  and    it  was  ordered   that  all   that  came 
should  have  voices  in  their  decisions11.      On  the 
first  of  October  it  was  directed  that  this  committee 
should  sit  every  afternoon,  till  the  bill  was  ready 

1  Journals.  ■  [bid.  "  Ibid. 

\  «>!..   111. 
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At  the  expiration  of  one  week  the  bill  was  brought 
in,  and  read  a  first  time,  and,  two  days  after,  a 
second  time.  It  was  then  committed  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house,  which  was  ordered  to 
sit  daily  from  the  fourteenth  to  the  twenty-eighth. 
The  committee  sat  with  few  interruptions  till  the 
fourth  of  November.  On  that  day  it  was  directed 
that  a  new  chairman  should  take  the  chair ;  and 
on  the  twelfth  it  was  found  necessary,  that  the 
Serjeant  ntarms  should  go  into  Westminster  Hall, 
and  summon  the  members,  as  well  judges  as  others, 
to  attend  the  house  for  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill.  On  the  thirteenth  the  house  was  de- 
sired to  examine  the  question,  whether  it  be  now 
a  convenient  time  to  fix  the  period  at  which  the 
sittings  of  the  present  parliament  should  cease  : 
and  on  the  fourteenth  it  was  decided  that  this  was 
a  proper  time.  This  decision  was  not  adopted 
without  two  divisions,  the  first  of  fifty  to  forty-six, 
and  the  second  of  forty-nine  to  forty-seven,  Crom- 
wel  and  St.  John  being-  in  each  instance  tellers 
for  the  majority.  This  point  being  determined,  the 
victorious  party  appears  to  have  left  it  to  their 
adversaries  to  name  the  period  for  the  dissolution: 
and  on  the  eighteenth  it  was  voted  without  a  di- 
vision, that  the  period  should  be  the  third  of  No- 
vember, 1654°. 

Having  thus  carried  his  point,  Cromwel  seemed 
disposed  for  the  present  to  rest  on  his  arms. 


rnals. 


307 


CHAPTER    XIX. 

CONQUEST  OF  SCOTLAND  COMPLETED  BY  MONK. 
—  UNION  OF  ENGLAND  AND  SCOTLAND  PRO- 
POSED.  BENEFITS  HI  IK  WHICH  II  WAS  AT- 
TENDED.—  COMMISSIONERS  SENT  INTO  SCOT- 
LAND TO    ESTABLISH    [|. 

When  Cromwel  marched  out  of  Scotland  in  pur-    chap. 
suit  of  the  kino-,  lie   left  Monk  with  five  or  six      XIX 
thousand  men  to  complete  the  conquest  of  that      1651. 
country51.     This  officer,   who  had  won  the  conii-  Km-*9 
dence  of  Cromwel  by  the  knowledge  he  displayed  '" an|' in. 
as  to  the  mode  of  conducting-  war  in  this  northern 
climate,  shewed  himself  perfectly  adequate  to  the 
task  assigned  him.     His  first  exploit  was  the  re-  Stirling 
duction  of  Stirling   Castle  on  the  fourteenth  of  rendered? 
August,  which  was  surrendered  to  him  after  three 
days'  siege,  and  in    which  were  taken  the  kings 
royal  robes,  the   chair  and  cloth  of  state,  and   all 
the  records  of  Scotland.     These  JVlonk   immedi- 
ately shipped   for  London.     There  were  also  five 
thousand  stand  of  arms,  and  forty  pieces  of  cannon  b. 


■  Cromwellian  i,  p.  107 

b  Whitlocke,  Aug.  25.   Echard.  Gumble,  Life  of  Monk,' p   to,  41. 
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Further 
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Dundee 
stormed. 


Monk's  next  undertaking1  was  against  Dundee. 
To  this  pluee  the  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh  and 
many  other  towns  had  removed  their  most  valu- 
able effects,  as  to  a  fortress  of  uncommon  strength. 
Monk  sent  in  a  summons  to  the  governor,  to  which 
he  received  an  answer,  inviting  him  and  his  fol- 
lowers, in  the  king's  name  to  come  in  and  join 
him,  in  obedience  to  Charles's  declaration0.  Mean- 
while Monk  received  information,  that  the  com- 
mittee of  estates  and  of  the  church  had  repaired 
to  a  place  in  the  neighbourhood  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  forces  for  the  relief  of  Dundee.  He 
accordingly  with  the  utmost  expedition  sent  off 
a  detachment,  which  came  upon  them  by  sur- 
prise, and  took  the  whole  party  prisoners.  There 
were  the  earl  of  Leven,  the  earl  marshal  of  Scot- 
land, and  about  three  hundred  noblemen,  gen- 
tlemen, and  clergy,  all  of  whom  he  shipped  off 
for  London d. 

On  the  first  of  September  Dundee  was  carried 
by  storm.  Monk,  incensed  at  the  resistance  of 
the  place,  and  the  contemptuous  message  of  the 
governor,  is  said  to  have  issued  orders  that  no 
quarter  should  be  given  to  man,  woman,  or  child. 
The  governor  himself  was  put  to  death,  after  hav- 
ing been  admitted  to  surrender.     The  spoil  was 


c  Philips,  p.  530.     Whitlocke,  Sept.  8. 
d  Balfour,  Vol.  IV,  p.  314.     Whitlocke,  Sept.  3,  4. 
Philips,  p.  530.     Gumble,  p.  15. 
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immense,  many  of  the  private  soldiers  having-  chap. 
gained  five  hundred  pounds  apiece.  Sixty  sail  ^^  __, 
of  vessels  were  taken  in  the  harboure.  \cs\. 

The  terror  of  this  execution  was  so  great,  that  Conquestof 
most  of  the  other  towns,  Aberdeen  and  St.  An-  completed, 
drewsin  particular,  either  voluntarily  submitted,  or 
came  in  upon  summonsf.  Inverness  was  reduced 
before  the  end  of  the  year  ;  the  Orkney  and 
Shetland  islands  were  brought  into  subjection  by 
colonel  Overton  ;  and  the  commonwealth  boasted 
that  they  had  conquered  climates  inaccessible  to 
the  Romans,  and  which  our  Henries  and  Edwards 
had  been  unable  to  subdue  e.  Argyle  was  the 
last  that  held  out,  defending  his  patrimonial  pos- 
sessions, and  neoociatinrr  with  the  enemv  like  a 
sovereign  prince h. 

At  first  the  parliament  of  England  ordered  an  pariiamen- 
act  to  be  brought  in  for  asserting  the  right  of  the  Sedinm! 
commonwealth  to  the  dominion  of  so  much  of  Scot- 
land as  had  been  reduced  by  their  arms '.  But  pre- 
sently after  they  changed  their  ground.  They 
found  the  whole  of  that  kingdom  subdued  by 
Monk  and  his  brothers  of  the  war.  They  there- 
fore, before  the  expiration  of  the  month  in  which 


■Balfour,  p.S15.  WhWocke,  Sept.  8,  11,  IS,   15.      Echard. 
Gumble.  p.  IS,  u. 

1  Whitlocke,  Sept.  IS,  18.     Philips,  p.  .">.;<>.     Echard. 

i  Whitlock<    N  .  Dec.  19.    Heath,  p.  308,  SIS. 

\\  hitlocke,  Mai  I :.  5(  pi    3,  1652      Heath,  \<  304 
'  Fournalo,  Sep- 
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book   the  battle  of  Worcester  was  won,   voted  that  fit 
t    IIL  t  persons  should  be  sent  as  commissioners  into  Scot- 
i65i.      land,  for  managing-  the  civil  government,  and  set- 
tling affairs  there,  us  might  be  most  for  the  advan- 
Actor       tage  of  the  commonwealth11.     And  in  the  follow- 
cu.ZJ.ui-    ing  month  a  declaration  was  brought  in  from  the 
council   of  state,  and   adopted  by  the  house,  de- 
ciding as  to  what  concerned  the  freedom  for  the 
people  there,  and   the   security  of  the   common- 
wealth of  England  in  time  to  come,  that  Scotland 
might  and  should  be  incorporated  into  and  become 
one  commonwealth   with   England,  whereby  the 
same  government  which  was  enjoyed  by  the  good 
people  of  this  nation,  without  king  or  house  of 
lords,  might  be   derived   and   communicated   to 


& 

them1. 


sure 


Arguments  Thus  prompt  were  the  present  rulers  in  deci- 
OiUmea-01  ding  on  the  most  important  occasions.  It  was  a 
question  of  the  utmost  magnitude  that  lay  before 
them.  They  were  to  pronounce  upon  the  desti- 
nation and  future  happiness  of  a  whole  nation, 
and  they  were  so  to  pronounce  upon  it  as  might 
be  most  compatible  with  and  conducive  to  the  se- 
curity of  their  own  country.  Four  times  within 
eleven  years  had  the  Scots  marched  with  an  army 
into  the  territory  of  England;  the  first  and  the 
second  time  indeed  in  confederacy  or  concert  with 

k  Journals,  Sept.  '26. 

1  Ibid,  Oct.  23,  28.     The  Declaration  was  separately  printed,  and 

Jso  given  in  Several  Proceedings,  and  in  Mercurius  Politicus. 
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the  friends  of  liberty  in   the  southern   kingdom;    chap. 

.  XIX 

but  the  two  following  for  the  purpose  of  imposing  1 1  '  ',  j 
a  kino-  by  force  of  arms  upon  their  neighbours,  i65i. 
when  the  legislature  of  the  neighbour-country  de- 
clared against  it.  It  was  therefore  a  duty  of  the 
highest  magnitude  incumbent  upon  the  rulers  of 
the  southern  nation,  having  first  driven  out  the 
invader,  to  provide  in  the  most  effectual  manner 
against  the  repetition  of  the  aggression.  Now  we 
must  either  confess  that  Scotland  was  likely  to  be 
for  ever  a  focus  of  intrigues  for  the  partisans  of 
the  house  of  Stuart,  thus  perpetually  menacing 
the  tranquillity  of  the  commonwealth  :  or,  if  we 
should  suppose  that,  instructed  by  the  calamitous 
event  of  these  two  invasions,  Scotland  would  abs- 
tain from  future  aggression,  even  then  it  was  no 
less  required  of  the  English  parliament,  to  exert 
themselves  to  quiet  the  convulsions,  and  compose 
the  dissentions  of  the  northern  nation,  and,  by  im- 
parting to  them  the  blessings  of  peace,  order  and 
good  government,  to  endeavour  to  secure  the  en- 
joyments of  these  blessings  to  themselves. 

The  rulers  of  England  seem  to  have  looked  be-  Argumem 
yond  these  mere  considerations  of  policy,  and  to  J,^."1" 
have  consulted,  like  men  and  philanthropists,  for 
the  happiness  of  their  neighbours.  They  might 
have  treated  Scotland  simply  as  a  conquered  coun- 
try, have  sent  out  their  praetors  and  proconsuls  to 
govern  it,  and  have  maintained  a  sufficient  army 
there  to  keep  the  natives  in  awe      These  are  the 
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book    usual  fruits  of  victory,  and  of  the  utter  subdu- 

T  T  T 

.  ing  of  the  territory  of  one  country  by  the  people 

i65i.       of  another.      But  the  English  rulers  were  men  of 
too  much  justice  and  conscience  to  adopt  such  a 
proceeding-.     They  saw  the  wants  of  the  people 
of  Scotland  ;  they   saw   that  they  were  two  cen- 
turies behind  their  southern  neighbours  in  civili- 
sation and  the  arts  of  life™  ;  and  they  felt  that,  by 
imparting  these  benefits  to  the  northern  nation, 
they  would  be  securing  their  own  stability  and 
happiness. 
Condition         A  curious  account  of  the  manners  of  the  lower 
ofScotiand.  peop]e  of  Scotland  is  preserved  by  Whitlocke,  who 
says,  that  "the  countrymen  were  so  enslaved  to 
their  lords,  that  they  could  not  get  any  thing  con- 
siderable of  their  own  beforehand  :  and  manv  of 
their  women  were  so  sluttish,  that  they  did  not 
wash  theii  linen   above  once  a  month,  nor  their 
hands  and  faces  above  once  a  year11."    Their  cre- 
dulity was  of  a  piece  with  their  miserable  condi- 
tion.     Whitlocke    relates,   that,    when    Cromwel 
marched  into  Scotland,  the  army,  in  all  its  pro- 
gress, "  saw  not  one  Scotsman  under  sixty  years 
of  age,  nor  any  Scots'   youth   above  six  years  of 
age,  and  a  very  few  women  and  children.     They 
had  all  fled  from  their  habitations,  being  told,  that 
the  English  would  cut  the  throats  of  all  between 


m  Brodie,  History  of  the  British  Empire,  Vol.  I,  p.  382. 
n  Whitlocke,  Aug.  19,  1650. 
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sixty  and  sixteen,  amputate  the  right  hands  of  all    chap. 
above  six,  and  burn  the  women's  breasts  with  red-    ^_      ". 
hot  irons0."     Cromwel   accordingly  found   it  ne-       1051. 
cessary  to  publish  a  proclamation,  inviting  those 
who  had  not  been  engaged   in  actual   hostilities, 
to  stay  in  their  houses,  where  they  should  enjoy 
their  possessions,  without  being  exposed  in  any 
respect  to   violence  or  injury  from   his  soldiers  P. 
It  has  been  excellently  observed,  that  filth  in  a 
people  is  the  infallible  test  of  penury  and  misery, 
since  those  who  are  by  hard  necessity  bereft  of 
all  other  comforts,  generally  are  without  spirit  to 
make  use  of  that  of  cleanliness,  which  is  within 
their  reach  i. 

The  parochial  schools,  which  are  the  boast  of  Parochial 
Scotland,  and  which  at  present  spread  the  rudi- 
ments of  learning  through  the  whole  country,  are 
of  ancient  institution.  Wc  find  them  mentioned 
in  1560r;  and  they  are  understood  to  have  pre- 
ceded the  reformation.  The  institution  consists 
of  a  schoolmaster's  house,  a  school-house  to  every 
parish,  each  schoolmaster  receiving  a  regular  sti- 
pend by  law,  exclusively  of  a  small  payment  from 
the  parent  of  every  child.   To  judge  from  the  nian- 


0  Ibid,  Aug.  5.  p  Ibid,  July  31.  •■  Brodic,  p.  433. 

r  In  the  First  Bunk  of  Discipline  of  the  Kirk,  it  is  recommended, 
"In  every  parish  there  should  be  a  schoolmaster."  The  First  Book 
(which  is  inserted  at  length  in  Spotswood's  History  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland)  was  produced,  and  subscribed  bj  many  noblemen  and 

thor,  p.  I 
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Provisions 

of  the  liill 

of  union. 


hook  oera  above  described,  Scotland  seems  at  this  time 
to  have  derived  small  advantage  from  this  esta- 
blishment. 

The  act  of  union  itself  sufficiently  explains  many 
of  the  most  important  benefits  conferred  upon  Scot- 
land. It  provides  that  all  proprietors  of  land  should 
be  henceforth  exempt  from  any  other  duty,  service 
or  vassalaoe  to  the  lord,  beside  their  rents,  and  a 
fine  upon  the  death  of  the  lord,  or  the  death  or 
alienation  of  the  tenant,  and  that  not  to  exceed 
one  year's  value  of  the  land.  It  extinguishes  all 
claim  of  military  service  or  personal  attendance 
on  the  lord  in  any  of  his  expeditions  or  travels, 
and  the  rights,  hitherto  exercised  by  the  king  or 
any  other  superior,  of  wardship  and  marriage.  It 
also  abolishes  the  lord's  court  of  justiciary,  rega- 
lity, or  court  baron,  and  refers  all  suits,  claims, 
and  administration  of  justice,  to  the  courts  which 
are  or  shall  be  established  for  the  dispensing  of 
justice  by  the  national  government5. 

The  court  of  session  had  been  first  established 
by  James  the  Fifth  ;  but  of  this  court  the  admi- 
nistration was  notoriously  corrupt.  It  was  a  com- 
mon saying,  that  a  rich  man  had  never  occasion 
to  lose  a  cause  that  came  before  that  court;  and 
it  was  a  notorious  fact,  that  money  was  often  dis- 
tributed by  the  advocate  to  purchase  the  decisions 
of  the  bench*.      From  examples  of  this  kind  the 


Admini- 
stration of 
justice  re- 
formed. 


'  Scobel,  1654,  cap.  9. 

'Johnston,  Historia  Rerum  Britannicarum,  Lib.  \  II.  p.  ISi 
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whole  court  was  involved  in  general  infamy.  This    c  11  \  R 

•  XIX 

court  therefore  was  superseded.  At  first  the  judges  ^  '  __^ 
appointed  under  the  act  of  union  were  all  English.  iesi. 
Afterwards  two  or  three  Scots  were  added,  that 
they  might  explain  the  local  practices  and  cus- 
toms which  were  involved  in  the  suits  to  be  tried". 
The  Scottish  subjects  were  surprised  at  the  im- 
partiality of  the  decisions  of  the  new  judges,  a 
thing  to  which  they  were  wholly  unaccustomed. 
Long  after  this  time,  Dalrymple,  president  of  the 
court  of  session,  is  said  to  have  confessed  publicly, 
that  he  could  never  get  over  the  natural  partiality 
to  "  kith,  kin  and  ally  :"  and,  being  reminded  of 
the  unbiased  conduct  of  the  judges  under  Crom- 
wel,  to  have  replied,  "  Deil  thank  them  !  a  wheen 
kinless  lowns  ! "  i.  e.  a  parcel  of  fellows  without 
family  connections  w. 

The  Scots'  parliament  was  not  in  a  more  re-  state  of  the 
spectable  condition  than  their  courts  of  justice,  parliament. 
Whatever  party  was  uppermost  considered  the 
exclusion  of  their  opponents  from  the  legislative 
assembly  as  the  natural  means  of  maintaining 
their  own  superiority*.  The  act  of  classes,  one 
of  the  first  measures  of  the  parliament  of   Ki4!». 

"  Lord  Hailes,  Li>t  of  Scottish  Judges. 
i  bis  statement  comes  to  me  from  a  Scottish  gentleman,  whom 
it  would  do  me  honour  to  name       Bui   I  refrain  from  motives  of 
delicacy. 

*  Guthry,  p.  301.     Balfour,  Vol,  III,  |  ."8. 
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90OK    was  conceived  in  this  spirit'.     And  accordingly 

v __,    the  unanimous  sense  of  those  who  were  excluded, 

1651.  was  that  this  was  no  lawful  parliament2.  All 
political  improvements  in  Scotland  were  of  much 
later  date  than  in  England  ;  the  representatives 
of  boroughs  were  introduced  sixty  years  after  ours, 
and  those  of  the  shires  were  never  regularly  sum- 
moned till  the  reiffn  of  James  the  Sixth  a.  In  what 
manner  both  the  one  and  the  other  were  repre- 
sented, may  be  collected  from  the  laws  of  election 
in  Scotland  at  present,  the  old  abuses  under  this 
head  having  been  faithfully  preserved  to  the  pre- 
sent day. 
Proposed  The  plan   prescribed  by  the  act  of  union  was, 

present*^"  ^ia^  Scotland  should  regularly  send  up  thirty  re- 
presentatives to  Westminster,  to  join  the  four  hun- 
dred that  were  to  be  chosen  by  the  southern  nationb. 
And,  as  no  doubt  the  plan  of  election  was  to  be 
regulated  by  the  number  of  inhabitants  and  con- 
tribution in  taxes  as  in  England,  Scotland  would 
have  been  more  truly  represented  than  she  had 
been  in  the  parliaments  held  within  her  own  bor- 
ders. Her  people  would  have  learned  to  value 
themselves  as  men,  with  a  Greek  or  Roman  spirit; 
and  the  privileges  and  sovereignties,  which  held 
them  at  present  in  universal  slavery,   would  have 

y  Balfour,  p.  1577.  »  Ibid,  |-.  131,  134,  135. 

*  Robertson,  Historj  of  Scotland,  Book  I. 
Scobel,  ubi  supra. 
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been  annihilated.  Add  to  which,  these  represen-  chap. 
tatives,  who  were  to  reside  at  Westminster  during  v  "  __, 
the  sitting-  of  parliament,  and  were  then  to  return  i65i. 
to  their  homes,  would  have  carried  back  with  them 
the  improvements  and  refinements  of  the  more 
cultivated  nation.  They  would  not,  as  now,  have 
resorted  to  the  southern  metropolis  to  the  emascu- 
lating spectacle  of  a  court,  and  to  endeavour  to 
vie  with  their  polished  neighbours  in  suing  for 
the  smiles  and  graces  of  a  prince.  They  would 
have  come  to  the  improving  scene  of  a  haughty 
republic,  and  of  men  proud  of  having,  through 
the  struggles  of  a  protracted  civil  war,  broken  the 
chains  of  servitude.  The  very  circumstance  of 
becoming  members  of  a  respected  and  powerful 
commonwealth,  would  have  raised  their  thoughts, 
and  filled  them  with  Q-enerous  and  liberal  senti- 
ments.  An  inferior  and  less  civilised  country 
must  always  be  a  gainer  by  a  fair  and  honest  union 
with  one  that  has  outstripped  them  in  the  acqui- 
sition of  knowledge  and  refinement. 

Vet  such  are  the  prejudices  of  the  human  mind,  unpopu- 
that  every  nation  and  combination  of  men  is  dis-  I;1^^,"'  tlie 
posed   to   glory  in   its  own   individuality.     They  ;»non« tlic 
have  a  feeling  of  brotherhood.     If  they  have  little 
to  be  proud  of,    they  are  inclined    to  dwell   upon 
and  exaggerate  that  little.     They  do  not  like  to 
be   like  a  drop  of  water  swallowed  up  in  the  ex- 
panse  of  a   lake.      The   union  therefore  was   un- 
popular in  Scotland.     'Flu'  people  then,  as  well 
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book    as  since,   looked  with  sullen  disdain  upon  the  as- 

iii 
i       '   ,   suming  and  dictation  of  a  rival  state;  and  there 

i65i.  is  no  period  of  Scottish  history  respecting  which 
so  little  has  been  recorded,  as  the  reign  of  the 
commonwealth  and  of  Cromwel.  Jt  is  true  the 
crowns  had  been  united  ever  since  the  accession 
of  James  to  the  English  throne  ;  and  the  history 
of  no  country  can  be  splendid,  so  long  as  it  is  con- 
sidered as  a  minor  appendage,  a  secondary  jewel 
in  a  superior  crown.  But,  in  addition  to  all  other 
considerations,  the  repugnance  of  the  Scots  to  the 
union  will  easily  be  understood,  when  it  is  re- 
membered that  the  great  body  of  the  nation  was 
presbyterian,  and  that  the  minority  was  for  the 
most  part  zealously  attached  to  the  house  of  Stuart. 
Commis-  The  commissioners  who  were  appointed  to  go 

into  scot-    into  Scotland  for  the  settlement  of  affairs  there, 

labilh0.?.5"  were  St  *,onn>  Vane>  Lambert,  Dean,  Monk,  and 
three  others0.  There  is  something;  remarkable  in 
the  appointment  of  Vane  at  this  time.  The  first 
dawnings  of  the  political  contention,  which  soon 
afterwards  broke  out,  shewed  themselves,  in  the 
peremptory  way  in  which  Cromwel,  on  his  return 
from  the  battle  of  Worcester,  forced  the  statesmen 
at  home  to  name  a  day  for  the  dissolution  of  the 
present  parliament.  Vane  was  at  the  head  of  those 
statesmen.  The  construction  which  vulgar  writers 
of  history  usually  put  on  such  incidents,   is  that 

c  Journals,  Oct.  ','3. 
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the  obnoxious  party  was  put  upon  such  a  coin-  char 
mission  to  get  rid  of  him.  But  this  could  scarcely 
answer  any  useful  purpose  in  the  present  instance.  \65\ 
At  any  rate  it  marks  the  generous  and  unsuspicious 
mind  of  Vane,  who  consented  to  go  upon  a  journey 
to  Scotland  for  certainly  not  less  than  two  months, 
and  to  leave  the  military  party  without  his  per- 
sonal opposition  during  that  term.  We  may  also 
infer  from  this  fact  the  slow,  deliberate  and  cau- 
tious procedure  of  Cromwel.  Vane  would  scarcely 
have  eno-aoed  in  this  transaction,  and  have  with- 
drawn  himself  for  so  long-  a  time  from  the  metro- 
polis, if  Cromwel  and  he  had  not  been  seemingly 
on  terms  of  friendship. — St.  John,  who  was  at  this 
time  Cromwel "s  particular  and  confidential  ally, 
was  at  the  head  of  the  commission. 

Monk,  who,  when  Cromwel  marched  from  Scot-   Lambert 

,  . .  ill  an(l  Dean 

land  in  pursuit  ot  the  invading  army,  had  been  ordered 
left  by  him  in  charge  to  complete  the  reduction  ,,,atstat 
of  that  country,  was  not,  now  that  hostilities  were 
over  in  England,  thought  sufficient  for  the  settling 
affairs  in  the  north.  lie  bore  the  style  of  lieu- 
tenant-general of  the  ordnanced,  a  title  which  had 
previously  been  conferred  on  lord  Broghil  in  Ire- 
land, to  pacify  the  discontents  manifested  in  the 
carriage  of  that  noblemane.  Major-generals  Lam- 
bert and  Dean  however,  two  of  the  commissioners 
for  settling-  the  affairs  of  Scotland,  were  now  sent 


on 

ion 
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to  exercise  a  higher  authority.  We  find  Lambert 
at  Edinburgh  so  early  as  the  latter  end  of  No- 
vemberf.  The  purpose  of  sending  these  two  of- 
ficers was  to  receive  submissions,  to  grant  terms, 
and  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people^.  We  are 
told  that  they,  and  the  officers  who  accompanied 
them,  heard  controversies  between  party  and  party; 
and  that  the  litigants  were  greatly  satisfied  at  the 
full  examination  that  was  made,  and  the  speedy 
decisions  that  were  pronounced  h. 

The  instructions  to  the  commissioners  were  fi- 
nally given  on  the  eighteenth  of  December'.  They 
reached  Scotland  in  the  course  of  the  following 
month,  and  opened  their  proceedings  at  Dalkeith, 
six  miles  from  Edinburgh.  Their  purpose  was  to 
summon  deputies  from  the  different  shires  and  bo- 
roughs of  Scotland  to  meet  them,  and  declare  their 
assent  to  the  proposed  union  k.  They  sat  during 
the  greater  part  of  January,  and  the  whole  of  Fe- 
bruary1 ;  and  on  the  first  of  March  they  sent  up 
Vane  and  another  of  the  commissioners  to  report  to 
parliament  the  progress  they  had  made,  from  whose 
statement  it  appeared  that  twenty  shires  and  thirty- 
five  boroughs  had  already  assented  to  the  union'11. 
In  consequence  of  this  report  the  act  of  union  was 
brought  in,  and  read  a  first  and  a  second  time  on 


f  Journals,  Dec.  5.  *  Heath,  p.  304. 

b  Whitlocke,  Dec.  30.         '  Journals.  k  Heath,  p.  307. 

1  Whitlocke,  Jan.  30,  Feb.  2,  6,  7,  9, 13,  17. 
m  Journals,  Mar.  16.      Whitlocke. 
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the  thirteenth  of  April".     It  was  surely  no  small    cfiap 
condescension  on  the  part  of  England,  to  send  two    ^__      ' 
of  the  first  men  in  the  state,  St.  John  by  his  situa-      1052. 
tion,  and  Vane  by  his  character  and  consideration, 
to  gain  over  the  Scots  to  the  new  system  ;  and  they 
must  have  felt  that  they  were  not  treated  like   a 
conquered  people. 

Burnet's  account  of  the  state  of  his  country  at  Testimony 
this  period",  deserves  to  be  transcribed.  "After 
this  Scotland  was  kept  in  great  order.  Some  cas- 
tles in  the  highlands  had  garrisons  put  into  them, 
that  were  so  careful  in  their  discipline,  and  so 
exact  to  their  rules,  that  in  no  time  the  highlands 
were  kept  in  better  order,  than  during  the  usur- 
pation. There  was  a  considerable  force  of  seven 
or  eight  thousand  men  kept  in  the  country  :  these 
were  paid  exactly,  and  strictly  disciplined.  The 
pay  of  the  army  brought  so  much  money  into  the 
kingdom,  that  it  continued  all  that  while  in  a 
very  flourishing  state.  Cromwel  built  three  cita- 
dels, at  Leith,  Air  and  Inverness,  beside  many  little 
forts.  There  was  good  justice  done;  and  vice 
was  suppressed  and  punished  :  so  that  we  always 
reckon  those  eight  years  of  usurpation  a  time  of 
great  peace  and  prosperity." 

n  Journal-.  "  Own  Time,  Huuk  I. 
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CHAPTER   XX. 

LAMBERT  NAMED    LOUD    DEPUTY  OF   IRELAND. 

HE    DECLINES    THE    COMMISSION,    AND    FLEET- 
WOOD IS    APPOINTED    TO    COMMAND   THERE. 

SETTLEMENT    OF   IRELAND. QUESTION    OF  TO- 
LERATION   TO    THE   CATHOLICS. PROPOSITION 

OF  UNION. 

The  next  circumstance  we  have  to  relate  is  some- 
what in  the  nature  of  an  intrigue.  Lambert  was 
lc5'2-  appointed  by  the  parliament  to  succeed  Ireton  as 
appointed  lord  deputy  of  Ireland*.  His  commission  was  for 
of  Irdanii.  six  months.  Lambert,  though  a  man  of  consider- 
able abilities,  was  distinguished  for  his  vanity  and 
a  childish  love  of  minute  elegance.  He  was  a 
florist,  and  even  had  some  skill  in  the  art  of  flower- 
painting.  No  sooner  had  he  heard  of  his  appoint- 
ment, being  then  in  Scotland,  than  lie  began  to 
make  great  preparations,  and  came  to  London  with 
a  large  train,  having  laid  out  five  thousand  pounds 
on  his  equipage b.  Bridget  Ireton,  daughter  of 
Cromwel,  and  widow  of  the  late  deputy,  was  also 

a  Journals,  Jan.  23,  30. 

b  Ludlow,  p.  412.     Hutchinson,  Vol.  II,  p.  194. 
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in  London.  The  widow  of  Ireton,  and  the  wife  chap. 
of  Lambert  happened  to  meet  in  St.  James's  Park.  ^  \  '^j 
It  is  according  to  etiquette,  that  the  wife  of  the      1052. 

,  .  .  Contention 

prince  in  possession  takes  precedency  over  the  oftwo 
widow  of  the  prince  deceased.     Lady  Lambert  d°ur 


tics. 


accordingly  assumed  the  place  of  honour  above 
lady  Ireton.  The  latter,  who  had  just  lost  a  hus- 
band, the  noblest  and  most  virtuous  in  all  the 
commonwealth,  was  not  it  seems  altogether  dead 
to  the  pomps  and  vanities  of  the  world.     Fleet-  Fleetwood 

1  ■,    ■  1     •         .1  r    .->        marries  the 

wood,  second  in  command  in  the  armies  or  the  widow  of 
commonwealth,  came  by  in  the  nick  of  time,  when  Trcton- 
the  widow  was  drowned  in  tears,  or  rather  was 
swelling  with  rage  at  the  slight  that  had  been  put 
upon  her.  Fleetwood  was  in  mourning,  having 
lost  his  wife  at  the  very  same  time  that  Ireton 
died.  He  seized  the  occasion,  consoled  her  grief, 
entered  into  her  feelings,  and  offered  his  hand. 
The  remedy  was  obvious.  The  lieutenant-general 
of  the  commonwealth  ranked  before  the  deputy  of 
Ireland0. 

Among  the   other  resources   of  his  ambition,  cromwei 
Cromwel  sought  to  strengthen  his  interests  with  lieutenancy 
family-connections.  He  therefore  highly  approved  ofIrcland- 
of  the  proposed  match.     The  Fleetwoods  were  a 
family  full  of  rich  and  prosperous  alliances.     But 

c  Ludlow,  p.  414.  Hutchinson,  p.  19.3.  This  story  bears  a  striking 
resemblance,  certainly  unobserved  by  those  by  whom  it  is  recorded, 
to  one  related  by  Livy,  of  the  two  daughters  of  Marcus  Fabius 
AmbustUS.      Livy,  Lib.  VI,  cap.  34. 
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he  did  aot  stop  here  :  and  thus  he  conducted  his 
project.  The  commission  by  which  he  had  been 
appointed  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  was  dated  on 
the  twenty-third  of  June  1G49,  and  was  for  three 
years*1;  it  was  therefore  on  the  point  to  expire. 
It  was  moved  that  it  should  be  renewed.  But 
Cromwel  stood  up  in  his  place,  declared  himself 
satisfied  with  the  honours  and  authorities  already 
devolved  on  him,  and  desired  that  the  proposition 
might  be  negatived.  A  lord  deputy  without  a 
lord  lieutenant  was  held  to  be  a  solecism  ;  it  was 
therefore  suggested  that  Lambert's  commission 
should  not  be  extended  beyond  six  months,  and 
it  was  offered  him  that  he  should  then  be  made 
commander  in  chief  in  Ireland,  and  one  of  the 
commissioners  for  civil  affairs  there.  Hut  he 
thought  scorn  of  this  diminution  of  his  glories, 
and  sent  in  his  resignation6.  This  was  the  very 
thino-  Cromwel  looked  for.  It  was  moved  that  the 
commander  in  chief  of  all  the  forces  should  name 
the  commander  for  Ireland f:  and,  as  Lambert 
refused  the  office,  Cromwel  named  Fleetwoods. 

Cromwel  made  a  double  advantage  of  these 
circumstances.  He  persuaded  Lambert  that  it  was 
mere   malice  and   ill   will    in   the   parliamentary 


a  Journals,  June  15. 

e  Ibid,  May  19.  Ludlow,  p.  413.  Whitlocke,  May  19.    Hutchin- 
son, |>.  1 

f  Journals,  June  15.  5  Ibid,  July  9. 
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statesmen  to  have  deprived  him  of  the  title  of  de-    c  n  a  p. 
puty,   which   he  himself  had  made   it  his  desire    i        __, 
should  be  continued.     He  filled  this   vain  man       Hwa 
with  the  most  deadly  rage  against  the  parliament, 
who  swore  that  he  would  not  be  contented  with 
less  than  their  dissolution  ;   and  at  the  same  time 
bound  him   in  stricter  bonds   of  friendship  than 
ever  to  himself,  who  even  went  so  far  as  to  make 
up  from  his  own  pnrse  the  loss  Lambert  had  sus- 
tained in  the  affair  of  his  equipageh. 

The  war  in  Ireland  was  in  reality  terminated  Conclusion 
by  the  surrender  of  Gal  way  on  the  sixth  of  April1,  in  Ireland 
The  different  leaders  of  the  enemy  successively 
threw  down  their  arms,  on  condition  of  beino:  as- 
sisted  in  transporting  themselves  for  foreign  ser- 
vice k.  This  condition  was  universally  proffered, 
with  an  exception  only  to  those  who  had  mur- 
dered any  of  the  English,  or  had  been  engaged 
in  the  rebellion  of  the  first  year:  these  were  re- 
served as  examples  of  criminal  justice1. 

Even  before  the  commencement  of  the  campaign   Provision 

■. .  .  _,    "         for  the  ad- 

certain  proceedings  were  entered  upon  in   Lng-  venturers 
land,   upon  the  presumption  that  the  war  might  j",',!"  Inr>h 
be  considered  as  at  an  end.    One  of  the  first  steps 
taken  in  parliament  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the 

11  Ludlow,  p.  m,  1 1'.),  150.     Hutchinson,  p.  196. 

'  Journal-,  Apr.  31. 

k  Journals,  Api  8,  May  25,  Aug.  18.   Ludlow,  p.  403, 404, 409, 

HO,  117,  1 1 
1  l.i i<) lew ,  ubi  tupra. 
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book  Irish  rebellion  was  a  vote  for  raising  money  upon 
^_  _>  tuc  presumed  confiscations  that  would  be  made  in 
\652.  the  country  ;  and  it  was  determined  that  two  mil- 
lions and  a  half  of  acres  of  Irish  land  should  be 
set  apart,  as  security  to  the  adventurers  in  this 
species  of  loan'".  On  the  thirtieth  of  January  in 
the  present  year  a  vote  was  made  by  the  parlia- 
ment, directing-  the  parties  to  this  loan  to  attend 
a  committee  of  the  house,  in  order  to  an  arrange- 
ment of  their  claims";  and  a  general  meeting  of 
the  persons  concerned  was  in  consequence  held 
in  the  city,  at  which  certain  individuals  were 
chosen  as  their  deputies,  to  concert  with  the  par- 
liamentary committee  how  their  interests  might 
most  advantageously  be  provided  for".  On  the 
sixth  of  April  following,  a  petition  of  the  ad- 
venturers to  the  committee,  was  laid  before  par- 
liament;  and  it  was  voted  accordingly  that  it 
should  be  referred  to  the  council  of  state,  to  con- 
sider of  the  propositions  of  the  adventurers,  and 
to  prepare  something  for  the  judgment  of  the  le- 
gislature tending  to  the  settlement  of  the  affairs  of 
Ireland p.  They  were  also  directed  to  distribute 
the  parties  surrendering  into  such  classes  as  might 
be  convenient  and  just,  and  to  consider  of  a  suit- 
able provision  for  as  many  of  the  army  of  Ireland 
as  should  be  disbanded  i.     These  measures  were 


e  above,  Vol.  T,  p.  ?r>8,  '2'>o.  "  Journals. 

'  Ludlow,  p.  394.  f  Journals.  i  Ibid,  Apr.  I  K 
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afterwards  digested  in  the  form  of  two  bills  brought    c  n  \  r 
into  parliament,  one  to  arrange  and  ascertain  the    ^_      ^ 
confiscations,  and  the  other  to  distribute  the  lands       1652. 
confiscated,  according  to  certain  rules,  and  for 
certain  purposes. 

The  measures  now  adopted  amounted  to  little  Revolution 
less  than  a  virtual  resumption  or  the  whole  extent  property 
of  the  country,  from  sea  to  sea,  and  from  the  Giant's  country. 
Causeway  north,  to  Misscnhcad  and  Baltimore  in 
the  south.  The  mass  of  the  population,  with  the 
exception  of  a  great  part  of  Ulster,  of  Dublin  and 
a  few  great  towns,  and  of  the  counties  round 
Dublin,  were  Catholics  ;  and  all  these  were  made 
liable  either  to  entire  forfeiture,  or  the  loss,  in  some 
cases  of  two  thirds,  in  others  of  one  third  of  what 
they  possessed.  Those  most  favoured  were  still, 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  commander  in  chief  for  Ire- 
land and  the  parliamentary  commissioners,  liable 
to  be  transplanted  from  the  place  of  their  present, 
residence,  and  to  have  assigned  them,  in  the  room 
of  the  possessions  which  the  parliament  ratified  to 
them,  lands  of  equivalent  value  in  some  other  part 
of  the  island r. 

Such  an  extensive  revolution  in  the  property  of  ronod  of 
a  country,  required  a  steady  hand,  and  a  judgment  ^e, 
of  infinite  sagacity,  to  conduct  it  to  an  auspicious 
conclusion.     The  present  rulers  of  England  felt 
themselves  equal  to  the  task.     They  conducted 

'  Scobel,  1652,  cap.  13. 
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book    themselves  with  great  severity  and  strictness  ;  but 

v ' ,   the  result  was  a  period  of  profound  peace,  which 

ig52.  was  turned  to  the  best  account,  inasmuch  as  it  was 
occupied  in  setting  out  of  lands,  granting  or  con- 
firming titles  to  property,  erecting  public  build- 
ings, and  effecting  various  other  improvements8. 

Act  of  set-  The  persons  excepted  by  name  from  pardon  for 
life  or  estate,  were  the  earls  of  Ormond,  Clanri- 
card  and  Castlehaven,  with  three  other  earls,  ten 
viscounts,  six  barons,  and  upwards  of  eighty  pri- 
vate individuals.  Every  person  was  in  like  manner 
excepted,  who  should  be  found  to  have  been  in 
rebellion,  or  concerned  in  murders  or  massacres, 
previously  to  the  tenth  of  November  1642,  when 
the  first  general  assembly  sat  at  Kilkenny,  and 
consequently  there  was  a  Catholic  government 
adequate  to  the  commanding  and  requiring  the 
obedience  of  its  subjects.  All  persons,  who  had 
been  officers  in  the  Catholic  armies,  were  banished, 
and  two  thirds  of  their  estates  confiscated  to  the 
public  use.  The  commissioners  were  also  autho- 
rised to  confiscate  two  thirds  of  the  estates  of  all 
others,  whom  they  should  judge  worthy  of  such 
punishment.  All  Catholics  universally,  except 
such  as  had  constantly  manifested  their  good  af- 
fection to  the  commonwealth,  were  to  lose  one 
third.     Such  as  had  no  estates  to  the  value  of  ten 


s  Cox  (afterwards  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland),  History  of  Ire- 
land, Vol.  II,  Account  of  Transactions  since  1653,  p.  1. 
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pounds,  and  were  not  comprehended  in  any  of  the    c  n  a  p. 

former  exceptions,  were  freely  pardoned.  The  act   v ", 

of  confiscation  passed  into  a  law  on  the  twelfth  of      1662. 
August*. 

The  principal  provisions  of  the  other  bill,  for  Act  for 
distributing  the  lands  thus  confiscated,  were  these.  tin.r  the 

rr\  a-  1  T  •  •     1         T"#  1     confiscated 

len  counties,  namely,  Limerick,  1  ipperary  and  lands# 
Waterford  in  Munster,  King's  County,  Queen's 
County,  West  Meath  and  East  Meath  in  Leinster, 
and  Down,  Antrim  and  Armagh  in  Ulster,  were 
appropriated,  so  much  of  each  as  were  forfeited, 
one  half  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  adventurers 
who  had  advanced  money  for  the  conquest  of  Ire- 
land, and  the  other  half  for  discharging  the  arrears 
of  the  army,  which  had  accrued  since  the  fifth  of 
June  1649.  The  forfeited  lands  in  the  counties 
of  Dublin,  Cork,  Kildare  and  Carlow,  were  re- 
served for  the  disposal  of  parliament.  The  rest 
of  the  forfeited  lands  in  the  provinces  of  Munster, 
Leinster  and  Ulster,  were  appropriated,  first,  to 
the  making  up  the  deficiencies,  if  any,  in  the  pro- 
duce of  the  ten  first  named  counties,  secondly,  to 
discharge  the  arrears  of  the  army,  which  had  ac- 
crued before  the  fifth  of  June  1649,  and  thirdly, 
for  the  satisfaction  of  debts  of  whatever  kind,  that 
should  appear  to  be  due  from  the  public.  There 
was  also  a  reserve  made  for  the  erection  of  free 
schools,  and  the  setting  up  of  manufactures,  for 

1  Scobel,  1652,  cap.  IS. 
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book    building  places  of  worship  and  bridges,  and  for 

.    IIL       tlie  making:  of  highways.     The  rest  were  to  be 

ic.vj.       sold  or  let  to  such  Protestants  as  might  be  inclined 

to  occupy  them.    The  province  of  Connaught  and 

all  lands  west  of  the  Shannon  were  assigned  for 

the  future  residence  of  the  Irish  Catholics". 

ikiays  in         The  bill  for  the  distribution  of  lands  was  read 

passing        ,    ^  ^e  ^^    ^^^   ^    ^  ^.^    q£   ^UgUS^    an(_|    foy 

the  second  time  on  the  day  following,  when  it 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  twenty-three 
persons  w.  From  this  time,  in  consequence  of  the 
contentions  that  arose  between  Cromwel  and  the 
parliament,  it  was  suffered  to  sleep  till  the  be- 
ginning of  the  following  year.  On  the  fifth  of 
April  the  report  of  the  committee  was  brought  up  x, 
and  the  amendments  were  debated  four  times  in 
the  course  of  that  mouthy.  It  did  not  finally  be- 
come a  law  till  towards  the  end  of  September z. 

One  of  the  most  searching  questions  which  at 
this  time  came  before  the  rulers  of  England,  was 
that  which  related  to  the  toleration  of  the  Catho- 
lics of  Ireland.  They  constituted  an  immense  ma- 
jority of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country;  and  it 
must  appear  absurd  to  any  enlightened  mind,  to 
forbid  to  a  nation  the  means  of  worshipping  God 
according  to  the  dictates  of  their  consciences.  At 
the  same  time  the  prejudices  prevailing  against 


Question 
of  the  tolc 
ration  of 
the  1  risli 
Catholics, 


u  Scobel,  1653,  cap.  12. 
»  Ibid,  Apr.  7,  14,  15,  1". 


w  Journals. 

'■  Scobel,  ubi  supra. 
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the  Catholics  in  England  were  of  the  most  tbrmi-     chap. 

dable  nature.     The  idea  that  Charles  the   First    v __, 

was  forward  to  have  recourse  to  their  aid  in  the  wsss 
civil  war,  had  no  mean  influence  in  deciding  the 
issueof  the  contest.  Thecircumstancesthatmarked 
the  commencement  of  the  rebellion  in  Ireland,  and 
the  murders  and  massacres  which  had  attended  it 
in  an  early  stage,  greatly  increased  these  preju- 
dices. It  is  no  wonder  therefore,  if  men,  enlight- 
ened on  so  many  other  subjects,  were  found  to 
have  narrow  and  ignoble  thoughts  on  this. 

The  question  was  distinctly  brought  forward  in  it  is  nega- 
the  ne£Ociations  between  the  Catholic  forces  in 
Leinster  and  the  Irish  government,  early  in  the 
month  of  May.  The  Catholics  were  earnest  in 
insisting  on  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion  : 
but  the  commissioners  would  go  no  further  than 
to  declare,  that  it  was  neither  the  principle  nor 
practice  of  the  authority  they  served,  to  impose 
any  mode  of  worship  on  their  subjects  by  violent 
means  a;  and  they  referred  to  an  act  of  the  twenty- 
seventh  of  September  1G50,  by  which  the  parlia- 
ment yielded  full  liberty  in  that  particular.  The 
Irish  were  so  circumstanced  at  this  time,  that 
they  could  only  call  upon  the  benignity  of  par- 
liament for  further  indulgence.  But  they  were 
disappointed  in  their  hopes.  The  house  confirmed 
t'ic  concession  made  by  their  commissioners,  by  a 


•  Ludlow,  p.  116,  U7. 
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k  small  majority,  of  which  Vane  and  Marten  were 
the  tellers  ;  but  they  proceeded  to  resolve,  that 
this  did  not  extend  to  the  allowance  of  the  exer- 
cise of  the  Popish  religion  in  Ireland,  or  to  the 
least  toleration  in  that  particular13. 

The  idea  however  of  a  union  between  the  two 
countries  of  England  and  Ireland  was  cherished  ; 
and,  on  the  same  day  on  which  it  was  voted  to 
take  into  consideration  the  number  of  representa- 
tives that  Scotland  should  send  to  the  parliament 
of  the  commonwealth,  a  similar  direction  was  given 
on  the  subject  of  Ireland0. 


b  Journals,  June  1. 

c  Ibid,  Dec.  15.  Much  is  here  left  in  obscurity  respecting  tbe 
government  of  Ireland  under  the  reign  of  the  commonwealth  and 
of  Cromwel.  I  have  been  anxious  to  obtain  the  most  accurate  in- 
formation on  the  subject.  But  I  have  met  with  unexpected  diffi- 
culties and  delays.  I  must  tberefore  reserve  the  full  elucidation 
of  the  question  for  my  concluding  volume. 
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JOHN     LILBURNE. —  SENSE    IN    WHICH     HE    TAKES 
THE    ENGAGEMENT. — HIS    PECUNIARY   CLAIMS 

ON  THE  PUBLIC  DISCHARGED. ENGAGES  IN   A 

FURTHER  ADVENTURE. ATTACKS  THE  COM- 
MITTEE OF  SEQUESTRATIONS  FORDURHAM,  AND 
J  HE    COMMITTEE    FOR   DELINQUENTS'  ESTATES. 

HE  IS  BANISHED  FOR  LIFE.  —  WENDY  OXFORD. 

— OFFICE  OF  LICENCER  OF  THE  PRESS  EXTIN- 
GUISHED.  PROSECUTIONS    OF    PRINTERS    AND 

AUTHORS.  —  MARCHAMONT  NEDHAM.  —  CLE- 
MENT  WALKER. 

The  course  of  events  now  brings  us  once  more  to    chap 
JohnLilburne.   Afterhis  acquittal  in  October  1G49,    ._ 
he  remained  quiet  for  nearly  two  years,  with  one       1G49. 
small  exception.     At  the  annual  election  imme-  b^nc. 
diately  subsequent  to  his  trial,  he  was  chosen  a 
common  councilman  for  the  city  of  London,  which 
election  was  a  few  days  after  declared  void  by  the 
parliament11.   In  the  interval  however  he  was  called   Sense  in 
on  by  the  alderman  of  the  ward  to  take  the  engage-  Jj^^ 
mcnt  to  be  true  and  faithful  to  the  commonwealth  **&&- 

mem. 
*  Journals,  Dec.  'iO. 
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as  now  established,  without  king*  or  house  of  lords; 
and  lie  published  a  small  tract,  sophistically  ex- 
plaining-, that  by  the  commonwealth  he  understood 
the  constitution  of  England,  which  had  stood  the 
test  of  ages,  and,  by  abjuring  a  king,  to  declare  his 
unaltered  abhorrence  to  an  absolute  and  arbitrary 
kingb. 

Shortly  after  his  trial  he  obtained  from  sir  Ar- 
thur Haselrig,  as  he  says  by  threats  of  assassina- 
tion, eight  hundred  pounds,  in  part  of  the  money 
due  to  him  for  reparation  of  his  sufferings  in  the 
court  of  star-chambcrc.  And,  upon  Cromwel's 
return  from  Ireland,  he  prevailed  on  that  generous 
man,  in  conjunction  with  Henry  Marten,  to  pro- 
cure an  act  of  parliament  to  be  passed  to  satisfy 
him  for  what  remained  due,  by  a  grant  out  of  the 
dean  and  chapter's  lands,  at  ten  years'  purchase*1. 

It  was  not  long  however  before  he  gave  proofs 
of  a  restless  and  turbulent  disposition.  An  uncle 
of  his,  George  Lilburne,  had,  in  1G47,  gained  pos- 
session of  certain  mines  in  the  county  of  Durham, 
worth  three  thousand  pounds  a  year,  upon  an  ob- 
scure and  doubtful  title6.  The  cause  coming  to 
be  heard  before  the  committee  of  sequestrations 
of  the  cotmty,  of  which  sir  Arthur  Haselrig  was 
chairman,  George  Lilburne  was  ejected  in  lG49e. 


b  Reasons  for  Taking  the  Engagement,  passim. 
c  See  above,  p.  CO.    Just  Reproof  to  Haberdashers'  Hall,  p.  G. 
d  Just  Reproof,  p.  G.     Journals,  June  27,  July  16,  23,  oO. 
e  Lilburne  Tried  and  Cast,  p.  4,  ct  scqq. 
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From  the  committee  of  sequestrations  for  the  county 
tlie  losing-  party  appealed  to  the  committee  for  com- 
pounding- delinquents'  estates  at  Haberdashers' 
Hall ;  and  here  in  like  manner  the  cause  was  given 
against  him  in  lG51f. 

John  Lilburne,  in  addition  to  his  propensity  for  Lilbume 
fishing  in  troubled  waters,  found  this  case  very  committee 
much  to  his  taste.  The  losing  party  was  his  uncle  ;  J^Sfor 
the  chairman  of  the  court  bv  which  he  had  been  L)u,r,1iam» 

•>  and  the 

ejected,  sir  Arthur  Haselrig,  had  been  again  and  committee 

1  *   .  P    j  ...  ,  for  com- 

again  the  object  ol  Luburnes  tury  and   resent-  pounding 
ment.     This   indefatigable  author  therefore  soon  quoits' 
brought  out,  in  August  1051,  a  virulent  tract,  en-  ctatcs" 
titled  a  Just  Reproof  to  Haberdashers'  Hall.     In 
this  tract,  taught  by  past  experience,  he  no  longer 
scruples  to  call  the  present  house  of  commons  the 
parliament  and  the  supreme  authority  of  the  na- 
tion.    By  this  he  thought  to  screen  himself  from 
their  hostility.    But  he  loads  Haselrig  with  every 
ignominious  epithet,  and  says  of  the  committee 
for  compounding,  that  they  were  "unjust  and  un- 
worthy men,   fit  to  be  spewed   out  of  all  human 
society,  and  deserving  worse  than  to  be  hanged. " 
Of  this  tract  no  notice  was  taken. 

Encouraged  by  this  impunity,  he  next  joined  Presents  a 
with  Josiah  Primate,  the  pretended  principal  of  j^w?, 
whom  George  Lilburne  alleged  that  he  bought  °" ,hc  sul)" 

0  o  O  ject. 

the  mines,  in  a  petition  to  the  parliament,  in  which 
all  his  charges  against  Haselrig  are  enumerated 

'  Ilti.l,  |>.  LO,  1  1,  12. 
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and  specified.  This  petition  was  presented  in  De- 
cember", llaselrig  was  a  member  of  the  council 
of  state  as  long  as  the  commonwealth  existed,  a 
leading  independent,  and  much  beloved  by  all 
the  most  considerable  republicans.  The  parliament 
was  scandalised  at  the  cross  attack  that  was  made 
upon  him.  They  thought  no  doubt  that  they  had 
purchased  the  peaceable  behaviour  of  Lilburne, 
when  they  passed  the  act  which  Cromwel  and 
Marten  had  proposed  in  his  favour.  Now  that  he 
had  embodied  his  charges  in  a  petition  which  he 
had  ventured  to  present  to  the  house,  they  deter- 
mined not  to  pass  them  over  in  silence. 

They  appointed  a  committee  of  fifty  members, 
among  whom  were  Whitlocke,  Marten,  Vane  and 
Algernon  Sidney,  to  enquire  into  the  reality  of  the 
injustice  and  tyranny  alleged  in  the  petition'1. 
Lilburne  owned  the  paper,  and  no  longer  declined 
answering;  interrogatories.  The  committee  sat 
twelve  times,  heard  all  parties,  and  examined  all 
the  witnesses  and  documents  that  were  produced'. 
On  the  fifteenth  of  January  they  made  their  re- 
port; and  the  house  proceeded  formally  by  eight 
distinct  votes  to  negative  the  articles  stated  in  the 
petition k.  The  conclusion  of  the  business  was, 
that  Lilburne  was  sentenced  to  pay  three  thousand 


«  Journals,  Dec.  23.  h  Ibid. 

'  Lilburne  Tried  and  Cast,  p,  15      Lilburne,  Apologetical  Nar- 
ration, p.  lCi. 

k  Journals.  * 
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pounds  to  the  state,  two  thousand  as  damages  to    chap. 
Has  el  rig,  and  five  hundred  pounds  apiece  to  the      *tXL 
four  members  who  had  signed  the  decree  of  the       I6S2. 
committee  for  compounding-,  and  to  be  banished 
for  life1.     The  like  fines  were  imposed  upon  Pri- 
mate, and  he  was  ordered  to  stand  committed  to 
the  Fleet  till  they  were  paid1;  but,  some  months 
after,  upon  his  submission  he  was  discharged"1. 

An  act  was  immediately  brought  in,  and  passed  Confirmed 
before  the  end  of  the  month,  for  the  execution  of  jLJSmen, 
the  judgment  in  parliament  against  Lilburne". 

The  sentence  pronounced  upon  this  turbulent  its  extreme 
man  was  undoubtedly  most  rigorous.  His  crime 
was  defamation  ;  the  punishment  by  law  is  fine 
and  corporal  punishment0.  But  never  in  good 
times  has  such  a  punishment  been  inflicted  for 
such  an  offence,  as  banishment  for  life. 

W  e  are  also  to  consider  the  court  by  which  the 
sentence  was  pronounced .  The  trial,  such  as  it  wa>, 
was  before  a  committee  of  parliament ;  and  the 
sentence  was  pronounced  by  the  parliament  itself; 
the  house  thus  assuming  to  itself  at  one  and  the 
same  moment  the  legislative  function,  together 
with  those  of  judge  and  jury.  The  great  securi- 
ties that  have  been  invented  for  the  due  admini- 
stration of  justice  have  been  in  the  division  of  these 
functions,  so  that  each  authority  in  turn  might  be 


1  [bid,  .I.in.  1.".,  80.  "'  l!>i.l,  Apr.  7. 

n  Ilml,  Jan.  Blackstone,  Book  [V,  <  hap.  xi 

VOL.  III.  / 


lions. 


33y  HISTORY  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 

book    a  check  upon  the  misapprehension,  the  bias  or 

^ _,   passion  of  another.   But  all  these  were  confounded 

less.       and  annulled  in  the  present  transaction. 
Rcflcc-  To  judge  rightly  however  of  this  proceeding1, 

we  are  bound  to  recollect  the  peculiar  situation  of 
the  legislative  authority  at  this  crisis.  The  Eng- 
lish constitution  had  vested  the  power  of  making- 
laws,  and  a  species  of  what  has  been  styled  om- 
nipotence, in  king,  lords  and  commons.  But  kin- 
ship and  the  house  of  lords  had  been  abolished. 
The  supreme  national  authority  had  been  declared 
to  be  in  the  commons  in  parliament  assembled. 
We  are  not  therefore  to  confound  the  present  pro- 
ceedings with  the  arbitrary  power  sometimes  as- 
sumed by  the  house  of  commons,  when  the  house 
of  commons  is  merely  what  has  been  called  the 
third  estate  in  parliament.  By  Fairfax's  Agree- 
ment of  the  People  it  was  decided,  that  "the  power 
of  parliament  [that  is,  of  the  representatives  of  the 
commons  of  England]  extended  to  the  erecting 
and  abolishing  of  courts  of  justice  and  public  of- 
fices, to  the  enacting,  altering  and  repealing  of 
laws,  and  to  the  exercise  of  the  highest  and  final 
judgment  concerning  natural  and  civil  things,  but 
not  concerning  things  spiritual  and  evangelical?" 
In  this  respect  the  house  of  commons  stood  in  the 
place  of  the  house  of  lords,  to  whom  the  English 
constitution  attributes   the  power  of  deciding  on 

p  See  uliove,  p.  48. 
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all  causes  in  the  last  resort,  and  the  trial  of  crimi- 
nals by  impeachment  or  otherwise.  Accordingly, 
the  lord  chief  justice  [probably  Glyn]  says,  in  the  less, 
case  of  Naylor,  "Whatever  authority  was  in  the 
houses  of  lords  and  commons,  the  same  is  united 
in  this  parliament"*." 

But,  however  this  might  be  theoretically  true, 
nothing  but  extreme  necessity  could  make  it  ad- 
visable in  parliament  to  assume  the  judicial  au- 
thority in  such  cases,  where  the  jurisdiction  in 
regular  course  belonged  to  the  courts  below.  They 
were  of  opinion  that  the  present  was  a  case  of 
such  necessity.  They  were  unwilling  to  trust  to 
a  jury  in  cases  that  were  mixed  with  political  con- 
siderations, and  least  of  all  when  the  offender  was 
Lilburne;  and  high  courts  of  justice  were  never 
constituted  but  for  the  trial  of  capital  offences. 
Perhaps  too,  the  defamation  being  contained  in  a 
petition  presented  to  parliament,  and  having  for 
its  object  one  of  their  own  members,  they  con- 
sidered it  as  matter  of  privilege,  and  so  falling 
peculiarly  under  their  own  jurisdiction. 

In  fact,  however,  the  parliament  had  displayed    [nstances 
an  unbecoming  proneness  to  the  assuming  to  itself  sumption  of 
judicial  powers.   On  the  second  of  February  1650,  ^ow^by 
three  persons,  who  were  pronounced  ffuilty  of  con-  !hls  l™~ 
spiracy  and  subornation  against  sir  Jacob  Garrard, 
were  ordered  by  the   house  to  stand  in  the   pil- 

1  Parliamentary  Diary,  Vol.  I,  p.  8<£ 
z  2 
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isook    lory1.    W'hitlockc  observes  on  the  occasion,  "Thus 

in 
^     ^j    the  house  took  upon  them  and  exercised  all  raan- 

1652.       ner  of  jurisdiction,  and  sentenced  persons  at  dis- 

cretion,  which  was  disliked  by  many  lawyers  of 

the  house  (of  which  I  was  one);   and  we  shewed 

them  the  illegality  and  breach  of  liberty  in  those 

arbitrary  proceedings.1       But  he  passes  over  the 

sentence  of  Lilburne  without  a  comment.    Marten 

however  divided  the  house  on  this  occasion,  and 

objected  to  any  farther  proceeding8. 

Fraudulent       Part  of  the  crime  of  Lilburne,  if  he  were  guilty, 

LUtmrne's    was  a  conspiracy  fraudulently  to  retain  possession 

of  an  estate,  to  which  neither  he,  nor  the  persons 

with  whom  he  acted,  had  any  just  title.     This  was 

a  crime  punishable  by  the  statute  of  the  thirty-third 

of  Henry  the  Eighth,  and  liable  to  be  tried  in  the 

ordinary  courts  *.  There  was  indeed  in  this  case  no 

private  prosecutor.     Wray,  who  had  possessed  the 

estate,  before  Primate  appears  to  have  been  heard 

of,  was  a  recusant  and  delinquent,  and  his  estate 

under  sequestration"  :   so  that  the  injury  intended 

was  principally  to  the  public.     At  all  events  the 

parliament  was  determined  to  proceed  summarily, 

and  not  trust  to  the  tedious  and   uncertain  issue 

of  suits  of  law  with  such  a  defendant.    They  were 

too  happy,  to   have  Lilburne  at  their  mercy  in  a 


r  Journals.  s  Journals,  Jan.  15. 

'  Blackstone,  Book  IV,  Chap.  xii. 
"  Lilburne  Tried  and  Cast,  p.  6. 
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merely  private  and  family  question,  which  lie  an-    chap. 

\    YT  T 

pears  to  have  pursued  without  any  regard  to  mo-    ^_      '. 
desty  or  justice.  i65& 

It  is  sufficiently  memorable  that,  on  tlie  twenty-  Sentence  of 
fifth  of  June  in  the  preceding  year,  on  a  charge  of  ardof  eT 
bribery  (the   afterwards   infamous)  lord   Howard  crick' 
of  Escrick  was  expelled  from  parliament,  and  or- 
dered to  pay  a  fine  of  ten  thousand  pounds"' ;   and 
captain  Wendy  Oxford,  his  accomplice,  was  voted  and  of 
to  stand  in  the  pillory,  and  be  banished  for  lifew.  ford. 
And  this  Lilburne,  in  his  Just  Reproof  to  Haber- 
dashers* Hall,  has  called   "a  gallant  piece  of  jus- 
tice*," 

One  of  the   early  errors  of  the   government  of      1649- 

Restric- 

the  commonwealth,  was  in  relation  to  the  liberty  tionsonthe 
of  tlie  press.  But  we  must  consider  that  the  salu-  the 
tary  effects  of  the  immunities  of  literature,  like 
those  of  the  freedom  of  religious  opinion,  consti- 
tute a  point  concerning  which  we  can  only  be  made 
thoroughly  judges  by  experience.  The  present 
rulers  were  deeply  imbued  with  just  sentiments 
on  the  latter  of  these  two  questions,  but  not  so 
with  respect  to  the  former.  They  also  considered 
that  the  frame  of  their  government  was  a  new  one. 
and  that  it  could  not  be  expected  lo  have  the  sta- 
bility of  a  constitution  handed  down  to  us  from 
our  ancestors. 


liberty  of 
press. 


Journals.    The  fine  was  ifterwards  remitted.    Journals,  Apr. 
S,  16 

■  p.  W 
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Notwithstanding  these  disadvantages,  one  of 
their  earliest  measures  was  the  extinction  of  the 
office  of  a  licencer  of  the  press.  This  may  fairly 
be  considered  as  the  result  of  Milton's  Areopagi- 
tica.  Mabbot,  the  licencer,  made  a  representation 
to  the  council  of  state  of  the  reasons  why  he  con- 
ceived the  existence  of  such  an  office  improper; 
one  of  which  was,  "  Because  licensing  is  as  great 
a  monopoly  as  ever  was  in  this  nation,  in  that  all 
men's  judgment  and  reasonings  are  to  be  bound 
up  in  the  licencer's ;  for,  if  the  author  writes  not 
to  please  the  fancy  of  that  officer,  he  is  not  to  re- 
ceive the  stamp  of  authority  enabling  him  to  pub- 
lish." In  consequence  of  this  representation,  a 
committee  of  the  council  of  state  havino;  declared 
themselves  satisfied  with  Mabbot's  reasons  against 
the  office,  his  resignation  was  accepted  on  the 
twenty-second  of  May  ?. 

But,  though  the  government  did  not  think  it 
right  that  the  speculations  of  literary  men  should 
be  stifled  in  the  birth,  they  were  nevertheless  of 
opinion,  that  authors  should  be  held  responsible, 
penally  in  certain  cases,  for  the  tendency  and  ef- 
fects of  what  they  published,  and  they  repeatedly 
interposed  their  authority  when  circumstances  in 
their  apprehension  appeared  to  demand  it.  The 
first  book  that  exercised  their  vigilance  was  the 
Eikon  Basilike,  or,  as  they  termed  it,   "  the  book 


'  Journals.     Perfect  Diurnal,  No.  304. 
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now   printing  or  printed  under  the  name  of  the    chap. 
book  of  the  late  king."     The.  vote  is  of  the  date    ^_        J 
of  the  sixteenth  of  March,  and   directs  that  the       ici". 
copies  should  be  seized  at  the  press  z.    This  seems 
to  ascertain  the  time  at  which  this  celebrated  pro- 
duction first  was  heard  of. 

We  have  seen  what   were  the  proceedings   of  Mflton  di- 

1  ,  , .         .  _  "_    .         rcctcd  to 

government  respecting  the  publications  of  John  examine 
Lilburne  at  this  time.     And  Milton  was  ordered  New^ 
by  the  council   of  state  to  prepare   some  obser-  chaill>- 
vations  on  the  first  of  them,  entitled  En  glands  New 
Chains51. 

The  next  interference  of  government  in  a  matter  Trami.. 
of  this  sort,  is  of  a  nature  to   excite  a  smile.      It  Jansup-0" 
was  to  suppress  the  publication  of  a  translation  of  Pressed- 
the  Alcoran b.      Did  they  seriously  think  that  the 
promulgation  of  the  writings  of  Mahomet  was  cal- 
culated to  shake  the  stability  of  the  Christian  re- 
ligion in  this  country  ? 

A  short  time  after,  their  attention  was  called  to  Mercmius 
a  weekly  news-letter,  called  Mercurius  Pragma-  ^uH"' 
ticus.  The  editor,  Marchamont  Nedham,  was  or- 
dered by  the  council  of  state  to  be  taken  into  cus- 
tody ;  and,  a  few  days  after,  Milton  received  di- 
rections to  examine  and  report  the  character  of 
the  publication0.     The  editor  lay  concealed  for  ;i 


•  Journals.  '  <  >rder  Book,  Mar.  26. 

h  Journals,  Mar.  19,    1  '  Ordei  Book,  I  uv   II 
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book    time  in  the  house  of  Dr.  Peter  Heylin,  but  at  length 
^_         .    was  discovered,  and  committed  to  Newgate d. 

164a  Nedham  was  too  extraordinary  a  man  in  these 

Adventures  times,  not  to  make  it  proper  that  we  should  pause 
of  Mareha-  for  a  moment  to  enter  into  his  history.  At  the  age 

mont  Ned-  J  ° 

ham.  of  twenty-three  he  commenced  a  weekly  news- 

paper under  the  title  of  Mercurius  Britannicus. 
This  paper  was  altogether  on  the  side  of  the  par- 
liament against  the  kino-.  It  was  continued  from 
August  16-43  to  the  end  of  164Ge.     In  the  follow- 

1647.  ing  year,  from  whatever  cause,  an  affront  put  upon 
him  by  the  leaders  of  his  party,  or  that  he  fell  in 
company  with  some  of  the  cavaliers,  being  him- 
self like  them  gay  and  full  of  a  convivial  spirit, 
he  changed  his  principles,  was  introduced  to  the 
king,  then  a  prisoner  at  Hampton  Court,  professed 
his  compunction  for  all  past  offences,  and  com- 
menced a  new  series  of  papers,  under  the  title  of 
Mercurius  Pra^maticus,  which  were  altogether  as 
vehement  and  scurrilous  against  the  republicans, 
as  their  predecessors  had  been  against  the  kingf. 

1649.  This  was  the  man  that  now  fell  under  the  cen- 

sorship of  the  rulers  of  the  commonwealth.  Ned- 
ham  however  had  small  disposition  to  become  a 
martyr.  He  had  nothing  about  him  of  the  high 
tone  and  the  disinterested  self-devotion  which  cha- 
racterised a  few  of  the  old  cavaliers.     He  opened 

J  Athense  Oxonienses,  Vol.  II,  p.  626.  r  Ibid,  p.  627. 

'  Ibid,  p.  626. 
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a neoociation  witli  Lentlial,  the  speaker,  who  knew  c  i-i  a  p. 
hira  and  his  relations  well,  and  with  Bradshaw?. 
He  published  a  tract  of  ninety-four  pages,  with  i65o 
his  name,  entitled,  The  Case  of  the  Commonwealth 
Stated,  in  Two  Parts,  with  a  Discourse  of  the  Ex- 
cellence of  a  Free  State  above  a  Kingly  Govern- 
ment1'. Shortly  after,  he  commenced  a  new  series 
of  newspapers,  under  the  title  of  Mercurius  Poli- 
ticus,  on  the  side  of  the  present  rulers1.  This 
publication  he  continued  in  behalf  of  the  common- 
wealthsmen  or  of  Cromwel,  till  the  period  of  the 
Restoration;  nor  does  he  appear  ever,  like  so  many 
others,  to  have  changed  his  creed  on  the  revival 
of  the  monarchy  k. 


*  Ibid. 

11  This  piece,  in  the  copious  and  almost  perfect  collection  of  tracts 
published  between  L640  and  16G0,  called  the  King's  Tracts,  in  the 
Britisli  Museum,  on  each  of  which  the  collector  has  inscribed  the 
month  and  day  of  the  month  when  they  were  purchased,  which  is 
ordinarily  the  day  of  publication,  is  marked,  May  8,  1650. 

'  The  first  number  of  the  Mercurius  Politicus  appeared  13  June 
1650,  and  has  for  its  firsl  sentence,  "Why  should  not  the  common- 
wealth have  a  fool,  as  well  as  the  king  had  ?"  Wood  talks  ;l>  if  ihere 
had  been  a  Politicus  previously  to  this  date:  but  I  find  no  trace  of 
it  in  the  collection  of  tin    King's  Tracts. 

k  In  a  book,  <  ntitled,  The  Posthumous  Works  of  Samuel  Butler, 
which  seems  to  be  a  miscellaneous  depository  of  the  pleasantries 
of  the  times,  Vol.  IT,  p.  161,  I  6nd  a  pretended  will  of  Philip  earl 
of  Pembroke,  who  died  Jan.  23,  1650,  written  by  I  know  not  whom. 
and  which  therefore  there  is  no  particular  reason  to  attribute  to 
Ned  ham.  But,  as  it  affords  a  specimen  if  the  ludicrous  compo- 
sitions ol  thai  age,  and,  in  so  far,  an  illustration  of  the  stj  l<  in  which 
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book  It  is  but  just  we  should  mention  that  he  is  enu- 
t  _ ll  '  j  inerated  afterwards  among-  the  intimates  of  Mil- 
1650.  ton1.  It  is  somewhat  curious  that  this  sublime 
poet,  who  is  usually  considered  as  the  gravest  and 
most  austere  of  mankind,  should  have  numbered 
among-  his  chosen  companions,  Nedham  and  Mar- 
vel m,  men  otherwise  of  great  talents,  but  who  were 


Nedbam  and  his  contemporary  satirists  were  supposed  to  excel,  I 
will  inserl  here  an  extract  of  this  production. 

"  Imprimis.  For  ray  soul,  I  confess  I  have  heard  very  mucli  of 

souls,  but  what  they  are,  or  whom  they  are  for,  God  knows,  I  know 

not;  they  tell  me  now  of  another  world,  where  I  never  was,  nor  do 

1  know  one  foot  of  the  way  thither.     While  the  King  stood,  I  was 

of  his  religion,  made  my  son  wear  a  cassock,  and  thought  to  make 

him  a  Bishop;  thea  came  the  Scots,  and  made  me  a  Presbyterian; 

and,  since  Cromwei  entered,  I  have  been  an  Independent.    These, 

I  believe,  are  the  kingdom's  three  estates,  and  if  any  of  these  can 

save  a  soul,  I  may  claim  one ;  therefore,  if  my  executors  do  find  1 

have  a  soul,  I  give  it  him  that  gave  it  me.      Item.  I  give  my  body, 

for  I  cannot  keep  it,  to  be  buried.     Do  not  lay  me  in  the  church 

porch,  for  I  was  a  Lord,  and  would  not  be  buried  where  Colonel 

Pride  was  born.      Ittm.  My  will  is,  that  I  have  no  monument,  for 

then  I  must  have  epitaphs  and  verses,  and  all  my  life  long  I  have 

had  too  much  of  them.     Item.  I  give  all  my  deer  to  the  Earl  of 

Salisbury,  who  1  know  will  preserve  them,  because  he  denied  the 

King  a  buck  out  of  one  of  his  own  parks.      Item.  I  give  nothing  to 

the  Lord  Say;  which  legacy  J  give  him,  because  I  know  he  will 

bestow  it  on  the  poor.      Item.  To  Tom  May  I  give  five  shillings; 

I  intended  him  more :  but  all  that  have  seen  his  History  of  the 

Parliament,  think  five  shillings  too  much.    Item.  1  give  Lieutenant- 

General  (  romwel  one  word  of  mine,  because  hitherto  he  never 

kept  his  own.      Item.   I  give  up  the  t:host." 

'   \i1riki  Oxonienses,  Vol.  I.  Fasti,  p. 

\  il'i<  \ ,  Lives,  p  444. 
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eminently  distinguished  for  broad  satire,  sportive    chap. 
sallies  and  buffoonery.  v  [  '    *  / 

The  next  writer,  who  became  an  object  of  the  ^  1649. 
severity  of  the  commonwealth-government,  was  walker. 
Clement  Walker,  the  author  of  the  History  of  In- 
dependency. He  did  not  come  in  scurrility  behind 
Lilburne,  or  any  other  libeller  of  the  day.  The 
Second  Part  of  the  History  of  Independency  is 
brought  down  to  the  ninth  of  September,  about 
which  time  it  was  published.  And  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  October  Milton,  with  another  person, 
was  directed  by  the  council  of  state  to  examine 
the  author's  books  and  papers  which  had  been 
seized".  In  the  following  month  Clement  Walker 
was  committed  prisoner  to  the  Tower0.  It  was  an 
additional  misfortune  in  these  times,  when  trial 
by  jury  for  political  offences  was  suspended,  that 
the  person  who  fell  under  the  displeasure  of  the 
government,  could  not  foresee  any  time  when  he 
should  be  either  convicted  or  released.  Clement  i6oi. 
Walker  remained  in  confinement  nearly  two  years, 
and  at  length  died  in  the  Tower  in  October  1651  p. 

The  office  of  liccncer  being  abolished,  it  was  i649. 
judged  necessary  to  make  a  further  legal  provision  ^^'g 
against  the  abuses  of  the  liberty  of  the  press.     A  tJ',iliUi,> 

o  J  L  01  the  presm 

bill  was  brought  in  for  that  purpose  under  the  au- 
spices of  the  council  of  state  on  the  ninth  of  August, 
and  passed  into  a  law  on  the  twentieth  of  Septein- 

■  di  1  Bi  ok      '   Athena  <»  es,  Vol.  II,  p.  I  16      »  Ibid. 
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B  0  o  k    bcr'i.    Tliis  act  imposed  a  short  imprisonment  and 
m'       a  small  fine  upon  the  printer,  publisher  and  vender 

"T^  of  any  scandalous  or  libellous  book  or  pamphlet. 
It  further  gave  authority  to  certain  persons  to 
search  for  such  books,  to  confiscate  the  copies,  and 
destroy  the  presses  at  which  they  were  printed.  It 
required  that  the  printer's  name  should  be  set  to 
every  book  that  was  published.  It  imposed  a  fine 
of  twenty  shillings  upon  the  purchaser  of  every 
seditious  or  libellous  book,  who  did  not  within 
twenty- four  hours  apprise  the  nearest  magistrate 
of  its  contents,  and  surrender  his  purchase.  It 
forbade  all  printing,  except  in  London,  Oxford, 
( Jambridge  and  York.  It  provided  that  no  news- 
paper should  be  published,  without  a  licence  from 
the  clerk  of  the  parliament,  the  secretary  of  the 
council  of  state,  or  the  secretary  of  the  council  of 
the  army.  It  required  all  printers  to  give  security 
to  the  amount  of  three  hundred  pounds  that  they 
would  not  print  any  thing  seditious,  scandalous 
or  treasonable.  It  suppressed  the  occupation  of 
hawkinff,  and  ordered  that  all  hawkers  should  be 
whipped  as  common  rogues,  and  immediately  after 
dismissed.  This  act  was  to  continue  in  force  till 
ir;j3.  the  twenty-ninth  of  September  1651 r:  and,  having 
expired,  it  was  renewed,  without  limitation  of  time, 
on  the  seventh  of  January  1G53S. 


i  Journals.        '  Scobel,  161''.  cap.  60.       s  Ibid,  16W2,  cap.  31. 
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CHAPTER    XXII. 

HOSTILE  FEELINGS  WITH  WHICH  THE  COMMON- 
WEALTH-GOVERNMENT IS  REGARDED  BY  FO- 
REIGN POWERS. — SITUATION  OF  THE  GOVERN- 
MENT   OF    HIE    UNITED   PROVINCES. EMBASSY 

OF       DORISLAUS. HE       IS       ASSASSINATED. 

CHARLES     WITHDRAWS     FROM     THE     HAGUE. 

ENTERPRISES    OF    RUPERT. APPOINTMENT    OF 

I  YVOYS. DISTRIBUTION    OF    THE    NAVY. RE- 
PRISALS       ON       PORTUGAL. REPRISALS        ON 

FRANCE. VACILLATION     OF     THE     COURT      OF 

MADRID. ASSASSINATION'   OF   ASCHAM. CON- 
CLUSION of  Rupert's  adventures. 

It  is  time  that  we  should  take  a  general  view  of   chap 
the  policy  of  the  rulers  of  the  commonwealth  with 
regard  to  foreign  powers.     The  new  government      1G49 
of  necessity  began   its   administration   without  a  feelings 
particle  of  friendly  relation  with  any  of  the  neigh-  "^ 
bourincr  states.      By  an  act  of  the  seventeenth   of  ponwedth 

°  J  m  is  regarded 

April,   the  purpose  of  which  was  to  decide  what  by  foreign 
ships,  taken  at  sea,  sl)(,uld  or  should  not  be  lawful 
prizes,  they  declared   their  intention   to  uphold, 
maintain  and  keep,  and  their  readiness  to  renew, 
all  existing  leagues  and  amities  between  tliis  and 


Hostile 

Feelings 
with  which 
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its  govern- 
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book    foreign  nations  and  states*.    But,  in  their  instruc- 
t  J    tions  to  Blake,  dated  the  seventeenth  of  January 

iG49.       following,  they  remark  that  no  like  and  reciprocal 
declaration  had  yet  been  published  by  any  of  the 
other  European  governments  b. 
Doubtful  Foreign  nations  looked  on  with  astonishment  at 

the  great  event  of  the  thirtieth  of  January.  All 
sovereign  princes  unquestionably  felt  that  their 
own  prerogatives  and  supremacy  were  attacked 
on  that  occasion,  and  were  impressed  with  pro- 
portionable horror.  The  subjects  of  such  princes 
entertained  a  general  sentiment  of  the  inviolability 
of  the  person  of  a  king,  and  in  the  first  instance 
regarded  the  nation  that  had  trampled  on  that 
sentiment  as  a  race  of  savages  and  monsters0. 
Add  to  which,  it  was  impossible  not  to  ask  what 
sort  of  government  was  now  left  within  the  boun- 
daries  of  England.  Of  the  three  acknowledged 
branches  of  the  English  constitution,  the  monarchy 

a  Scobel,  1649,  cap.  21.  b  Thurloe,  Vol.  I,  p.  133. 

'  When  Fox  said,  "  It  is  much  to  be  doubted  whether  the  trial 
and  execution  of  Charles  the  First  have  not,  as  much  as  any  other 
circumstance,  served  to  raise  the  character  of  the  English  nation 
in  the  opinion  of  Europe  in  general"  (See  above,  Vol.  II,  p.  685), 
this  must  be  understood,  as  applying  to  the  posterity  of  those  in 
whose  time  the  event  occurred,  and  as  referring  to  the  fact  after  it 
had  already  become  matter  of  history.  Wre  may  be  sure,  that  it 
excited  no  such  feeling  at  the  instant,  and  that  it  was  necessary  for 
those  concerned  in  it  to  shew  by  their  subsequent  conduct  that  they 
were  great  men  and  heroes,  before  anything  like  admiration  would 
attend  the  action  they  performed. 
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was  taken  away,  the  house  of  lords  was  abolished,  chap. 
and  the  house  of  commons  was  violently  reduced 
to  less  than  one  third  of  its  full  complement  of  1649 
members.  It  was  plain  that  the  army  for  the  pre- 
sent had  used  the  power  accidentally  placed  in 
their  hands,  to  usurp  an  authority.  What  respect 
ought  to  be  paid  to  such  an  usurpation?  What 
reliance  was  to  be  placed  on  the  stabilitj^  of  a  go- 
vernment thus  occupied  by  violence  ?  It  was  plain, 
that,  if  the  rulers  of  the  commonwealth  looked  for 
any  respect  or  any  fraternal  feelings  from  foreign 
powers,  they  must  acquire  it  by  the  wisdom  of 
their  measures,  the  firmness  of  their  proceedings, 
and  the  vigour  of  their  preparations. 

Their  first  attempt,  in  the  article  of  intercourse  Dorisiaus 
with  foreign  powrers,  was  sufficiently  unfortunate,  agent  to  the 
and  seems  to   have  been  no  less  injudicious.     It     agu 
was  in  the  mission  of  Dr.  Dorisiaus  as  their  agent 
to  the  states  general  of  the  United  Provinces.   He  May  3. 
arrived  at  the  Hague  in  the  beginning  of  Mayd, 
about  three  months  after  the  death  of  Charles  the 
First. 

The  republic  of  the  United  Provinces  had  inti-  state  of 

.    .  .  .  1     y-,        ,  .  ,    parties  in 

mate  commercial  connections  with  hngland;  and  the  United 
commerce  was  the  main  spring  that  guided  their 
deliberations.     The  English  rulers  also  seem  to 
have  expected  a  particular  sympathy  in  the  go- 


■'  Journals,  May  10,  1 1. 
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book  vernment  of  that  country,  the  people  of  which  had 
L  Iir'  ,  in  the  preceding  century  shaken  off  the  tyranny 
1649.  of  Philip  the  Second,  and  had  led  the  way  to  Eng- 
land in  declaring:  themselves  a  commonwealth. 
There  were  other  circumstances  however  that  ba- 
lanced these  advantages.  William  the  Second, 
prince  of  Orange,  and  stadtholder  of  the  United 
Provinces,  had  married  a  sister  of  Charles  the 
Second.  He  was  a  prince  of  promising  abilities, 
of  great  ambition,  and  was  thought  to  aspire  to 
make  himself  king  of  Holland.  He  was  strongly 
disposed  to  favour  the  house  of  Stuart.  There 
were  at  this  time  two  parties  in  the  Dutch  repub- 
lic that  nearly  balanced  each  other:  that  of  the 
stadtholder,  who  bore  a  friendly  disposition  to  the 
exiled  monarch,  and  the  republican  party,  who  in 
a  certain  sense  entered  into  the  views  of  the  Eng- 
lish commonweal thsmen.  The  first  of  these  par- 
ties had  the  predominance  in  the  assembly  of  the 
states  general,  and  the  latter  in  the  states  of  Holland. 
Charles  the  Under  the  protection  of  his  brother-in-law, 
rides' a!  the  Charles  the  Second  had  in  the  preceding  autumn 
Hague.  fixe(j  hjg  resjclence  at  the  Hague6.  When  his 
father  was  brought  to  his  trial,  he  prevailed  on 
the  states  general  to  send  an  embassy  to  London, 
to  interpose  their  credit  and  authority  with  the  two 
houses  that  they  should  enter  into  terms  of  accom- 


K  Clarendon,  Life,  Vol.  I,  p.  109. 
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modation  with  the  fallen  sovereign*.  But  the  parlia-    c  n  a  p. 

mentary  leaders,  aware  of  the  distracted  councils  of  ^       ' 
the  Dutch  government,  did  not  return  an  answer  to       1^9. 
the  application  of  the  ambassadors  till  sixteen  days 
after  the  death  of  Charles  the  First.     The  parlia-  Mission  of 
ment  and  the  ambassadors  parted  in  terms  of  great 
civility  s  :  and  mention  presently  followed,  of  the 
intention  of  the  English  government  to  send  an 
ambassador  or  envoy  to  the  states,   in  addition  to 
their  ordinary  resident,  Strickland,  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  their  affairs,  and   invite  the  Dutch  to  a 
nearer  alliance1'.     This  envoy  was  Dorislaus.   lie  nisci.a- 
u  ;is  a  native  of  Holland ;  and  the  pari  iament  thought 
that  they  were  paying  a  particular  compliment  to 
that  country,  by  sending  one  of  their  own  people 
to  conduct  the  neoociation.     He  had  however  set- 
tied  in  England  in  the  be£innin<x  of  the  civil  war, 
and  had  unfortunately  been  appointed  one  of  the 
counsel  to   conduct  the  prosecution  of  the  king. 
It  does  not  appear  that  he  opened  his  mouth   in 
the  trial ;  but  he   was  understood  to  have  been 
particularly  employed   in  drawing  up  the  indict- 
ment or  charge1. — In  balance  of  the  forbearance  States  ge- 
and  impartiality  manifested  by  the  Dutch  towards  d0ie  with 
the  parliament,  the  states  general  are  said  to  have  ,V™' ^i!  llr 
presented  themselves  in  a  body  to  Charles  the  *"*&»!»«■• 
Second  two  or  three    days  after  the   news  of  his 


1  Clarendon,  History,  Vol.  III.  p   342.  1.  15. 

b  Clarendon,  i».  277.         '  Athena  Oxonienses,  Vol.  II,  p 
VOL.    III.  2  A 
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hook    father's  death,  to  condole  with  him  on  that  event's 

v   II  '       We  are  left  to  conjecture  in  what  terms  the  con- 

1649.      dolence  was  expressed,  and  whether  they  addressed 

the  prince  as  having-  now  rightfully  succeeded  to 

his  father's  throne. 
The  W  hen  Dorislaus  arrived  at  the  Hague,  this  little 

ho«fcfr-       town   was  already  crowded   with   emigrants  and 
cwmianced  )y<irtics  fVoin  Great  Britain.      Charles  the  Second 

on  iliu  ar-       i 

rivaiofthe    an(]  the   duke  of  York,   with  their  ministers  and 

envoy.  . 

attendants,  were  there  ;  Montrose,  and  his  officers 
and  servants;  the  duke  of  Hamilton  and  Lauder- 
dale, who  had  fled  their  country  in  consequence 
of  the  part  they  had  taken   in  the  engagement ; 
and  the  earl  of  Cassilis  and  other  commissioners, 
who  had  been  sent  by  the  presbyterian  govern- 
ment of  Scotland,   to  invite  Charles  to  come  and 
place  himself  at  their  head '.   In  the  midst  of  these 
gay  and  high-spirited  companions,  Dorislaus  ar- 
rived.    He  seems  to  have  come  privately  and  with 
few  attendants.     We  are  told  that  he  took  up  his 
lodging  at  an  hotel,  or  house  of  common  resort, 
and  that  very  evening  sat  down  to  supper  at  the 
lie  is  a*-     public  table.      During  the  repast  six  persons  en- 
tered in  masks,  and,  desiring  the  rest  of  the  com- 
pany not  to  disturb  themselves,   drew  Dorislaus 
from  the  table,  dispatched  him  with  their  swords, 
and  immediately  withdrew.     The  assassins,  we 
are  told,  were  all  Scots,  and  most  of  them  depen 

i  'I  irendon,  p,  J76.  '  Sec  above 
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dents  of  Montrose.     They  boasted  of  what  they    chap. 

XXII 

had  done,  and  said  this  was  the  treatment  reserved    >/_     ^ 
for  the  murderers  of  the  kinff™.  1649. 

The  parliament  took  into  consideration  the  mur-  Conduct  of 
der  of  Dorislaus,  and  ordered  a  provision  to  be  meil'oiuhe 
made  for  his  family.  They  further  issued  a  de-  oc'casion- 
claration,  announcing  that  the  lives  of  those  ex- 
cepted from  pardon  should  be  made  answerable 
for  this  assassination".  The  funeral  took  place 
in  Westminster  Abbey,  and  was  attended  by  the 
parliament,  the  council  of  state,  the  commissioners 
of  the  great  seal,  and  the  judges0.  There  was 
also  a  communication  between  the  parliament  and 
Joachim,  the  ambassador  in  ordinary  from  the 
states  general,  in  which  the  house  expressed  itself 
satisfied  with  the  affectionate  interest  shewn  by 
the  states  of  Holland  in  the  outrage  committed, 
adding  that  they  did  not  doubt  that  they  should 
find  the  same  friendly  sense  in  the  states  general. 
They  at  the  same  time  referred  it  to  the  council 
of  state  to  consider  of  the  propriety  of  sending  an 
ambassador  extraordinary  for  settling  a  more  near 
and  firm  union  between  the  two  nations  P. 

In  Holland  it  was  intimated  to  the  king  from  Charles 
certain  members  of  the  provincial  states,  that  they  Vilval' 


"Clarendon,  p. 'JOS.     Athens  Oxonienses.     Thurloe,  p.  i?i 
Whitlocke,  May  9,  says  the  assassins  were  English  cavaliers. 
n  Journals,  Max  1  1,  18.     Whitlocl 
0  Journals,  June  11      Whitlocke  p  Journals,  Maj 

•1  \  2 
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book    felt  the  character  of  the  republic  compromised  by 

v '   j    so  atrocious  a  violence  committed  in  their  very 

1649.  residence  upon  the  person  of  a  public  minister; 
and,  without  pretending  that  Charles  was  in  any 
way  implicated  in  the  crime,  they  suggested  to  him 
the  propriety  of  his  choosing-  some  other  residence. 
The  king,  to  prevent  his  being  officially  told  to 
retire,  applied  to  the  states  of  Holland  for  an  au- 
dience of  leave,  and,  quitting  the  Hague  on  the 
fifteenth  of  June,  withdrew  to  Breda  % 
Offensive  On  the  other  hand,  the  remainder  of  the  year 

thestates  passed  in  a  controversy  between  the  states  general 
genc,a1,  and  the  provincial  states  of  Holland,  on  the  ques- 
tion of  admitting  Strickland,  the  resident  for  the 
commonwealth,  to  a  public  audience,  which  the 
provincial  states  zealously  urged,  and  the  states 
general  as  constantly  refused r. 
Revolted  The  first  naval  enemy  which  the  new  common- 

thePcom-  °  wealth  had  to  encounter,  was  prince  Rupert,  with 
Rupert!  what  remained  of  the  revolted  ships  of  the  pre- 
ceding- year,  after  Warwick's  successful  pursuit  of 
them  to  the  coasts  of  Holland s.  This  fleet  sailed 
for  Ireland  in  December  1C48  ;  and,  by  attacking 
the  English  commerce,  and  occasionally  making 
valuable  prizes,  both  added  to  their  force,  and  pro- 
vided for  their  subsistence1.     The  English  naval 

c|  Clarendon,  p.  294,  ct  seqq.     Heath,  p.  23G. 

r  Thurloe,  Vol.  I,  p.  113,  ct  scqq.    Journals,  Sept.  14. 

'  See  above,  Vol.  II,  p.  560. 

1  Clarendon,  p.  207.     Thurloe,  p.  115, 142. 
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affairs  were  under  the  able  administration  of  Vane,    c  n  a  p. 

\  \  1 1 
and   they  had  for  their  principal  commander  the    v . 

celebrated  Blake".  This  officer  sailed  with  a  squa-      1049. 

(Iron  to  counteract  Rupert  about  the  middle  of  the 

year,  and  presently  succeeded  in  blocking  him  up 

in   the  harbour  of  Kinsalew.     Towards   autumn 

however,  Cromwel  having  taken  the  command  of 

the  army  in  Ireland,  and  the  condition  of  the  place 

growing  desperate,   Rupert  found  it  necessary  to 

force  his  way,  and  gain  the  open  sea,  as  speedily 

as  he  could.     This  he  effected,  notwithstanding 

all   the  opposition   Blake  could  interpose ;  at  the 

same  time  that  he  lost  three  of  his  ships   in  the 

achievement  \ 

The  first  step  taken  by  the  parliament  respect-      mso. 
ing  foreign  affairs  in  the  commencement  of  the  Bent  by  the 
year  1650,   was  the  appointment  of  three  envoys  So"!?™811* 
or  agents,   Anthony  Ascham  to  Madrid,   Charles  staU" 
Vane  to  Lisbon,  and  Richard  Bradshaw  to  Ham- 
burgh y,  the  two  latter  doubtless  related  to  the  two 
eminent  statesmen  of  the  same  name2. 

Rupert,  on  his  retreat  from  the  coast  of  Ireland,   Rupert  in 
appears  immediately  to  have  sailed  for  Portugal,   Lisbon. 


"  Si  ,  p.  lij. 

w  Whitlocke,  June  25.    Ludlow,  p.  291.   Carte,  Life  of  Ormond, 

Vol.  ir,  p.  7 .■». 

■  Britains  Triumphs,  p.  10.      Whitlocke,  Oct.  3. 
y  Journals,  Jan.  St. 

•  Charles  Vane  was  brother  to  sir  Henry  Vane.     Ord< 
Nov.  19,  K)  i'.». 
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book  finding  that  situation  commodious  for  annoying 
'J^  the  trade  of  England,  and  doubtless  encouraged 
1650.  by  secret  promises  of  favour  from  the  king  of  the 
Pursued  by  country.  IMake  was  therefore  fitted  out  in  January 
to  pursue  him  wherever  he  might  be,  and  to  at- 
tack and  destroy  his  fleeta.  He  found  Rupert  in 
the  port  of  Lisbon  ;  and,  having  landed  Vane,  the 
envoy,  that  gentleman  immediately  obtained  two 
audiences  of  the  kingb.  The  object  of  these  au- 
diences was  to  announce  to  that  prince  the  pur- 
pose of  the  English  admiral  to  enter  the  harbour, 
as  by  treaty  he  was  entitled  to  do.  He  stated, 
that  the  ships  previously  moored  in  the  port  of 
Lisbon,  were  a  part  of  the  navy  of  England,  fitted 
out  and  equipped  by  the  parliament,  and  manned 
by  their  own  servants  ;  that  the  mariners  had  per- 
fidiously apostatized,  had  run  away  with  their  ships, 
and  turned  pirates  and  sea-robbers  ;  that  they  had 
no  home,  and  could  be  regarded  only  as  enemies 
of  the  human  species,  and  of  all  the  laws  of  civi- 
lised intercourse,  and  that  Blake  was  therefore 
commissioned  by  the  commonwealth  of  England 
to  attack,  take  and  destroy  them  ;  and  he  desired 
the  kino-  if  he  would  not  order  them  out  of  his 
harbour,  that  at  least  he  would  not  take  it  ill  that 
the   English  commander,  commissioned  for  that 


■  Thurloe,  p.  134,  135,  136. 

"  Ibid,  p.  Ml.     Milton,  Litcrce  Senatus  Anglicani,  Apr.  27. 
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purpose,  should  enter  the  port,  and  fall  upon  them    c  n  \  p. 

,,  c  XXII. 

there.  »_     __, 

Tlie  only  answer  that  could  be  obtained  to  thi^       1650. 
remonstrance  was,  that  the  king  of  Portugal  could  the  court  of 
suffer  no  more  English  ships  of  war  to  enter  his   lo 
harbour,  than  were  there  already d.      To  soften  his 
refusal,  he  at  the  same  time  sent  one  of  his  most 
considerable   nobles  to  wait  on  Blake  in  his  ad- 
miral's ship,  with  a  complimentary  message,   and 
a  handsome  present  of  provisions0.  Blake  attempt- 
ing, notwithstanding  this  prohibition,  to  force  his 
way,   the  castles,   built  for  the  protection  of  the 
port,  fired  upon  him,  and  obliged  him  to  desistf. 

The  council  of  state  no  sooner  heard  of  the  re-  Blake  re- 
fusal of  the  king  of  Portugal,  than  they  commis- 
sioned eight  ships  more,  under  the  command  of 
Popham,  to  reinforce  Blake,  as  well  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reducing  the  revolted  ships,  as  of  making 
reprisals  upon  the  Portuguese,  if  the  answer  al- 
ready given  were  persisted  ins.  Dean,  the  re- 
maining vice-admiral  of  England,  was  at  the  same 
time  fitted  out  with  a  squadron  for  the  protection 
of  the  channel1'. 

The   Brasil  trade  of  the  Portuguese  laid  that  lUprisais 
people  particularly  open    to  such  reprisals  as  the  the  trade  of 
state  of  the  case  might  seem  to  demand  ;  and  Blake,   1,0,tlisal- 

rhurloe,  p.  1 18,  1 13.  Milton,  Literse. 

d  Thurluc,  |».  ill,  145.  '  Whitlocke,  Apr.  10. 

'  ll.i.l.     Heath,  p.  256,  -                          rhurloe,  p.  ill,  n  i 
h  Ludlow,  p.  291, 
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hook    according  to  bis  instructions,  took  the  earliest  op- 
u.      ^    portunity  to  seize  five  vessels,  richly  laden  with 
u;  commodities  from  America  ;   at  the  same  time  sig- 

nifying to  the  court  of  Lisbon,  that,  unless  Rupert 
were  ordered  out  of  the  harbour,  he  should  pro- 
ceed in  like  manner  with  the  rest  of  the  Brasil 
fleet,  as  fast  as  they  arrived'.  No  overtures  of 
concession  having-  been  made,  he  in  a  short  time 
after  encountered  a  fleet  of  merchantmen  bound 
from  Lisbon  to  Brasil :  but  in  this  instance  he  ap- 
pears to  have  contented  himself  with  capturing 
nine  ships,  the  property  of  the  English  fugitives, 
and  suffered  the  rest  to  proceed  on  their  voyage  k. 
Engiishen-       Matters  hastening  now  to  a  state  of  open  war- 

Yi.v  with-        .  i    •     l      •  rr    • 

draws  from  tare,  and  it  being  sufficiently  evident  that  no  pre- 
sent redress  would  be  obtained  in  the  way  of  ne- 
gociation,  Vane,  the  envoy,  secretly  withdrew,  and 

English       put  himself  on  board  Blake's  fleet ;  at  the  same 

imprisoned.  tmu-  tnat  tnc  English  merchants  resident  in  this 
capital,  who  adhered  to  the  parliament,  were  by 
the  king's  order  thrown  into  prison1. 

Further  Some  time  after,  one  of  Blake's  ships  fell  in  with 

a  Portuguese  vessel,  whose  freight  was  valued  at 
one  hundred  thousand  pounds;  but  she  refused 
to  yield  to  the  English  commander,  and  after  an 
obstinate  fight  was  finally  sunk1".  Blake's  next 
exploit  was  against  a  Brasil  fleet  of  twenty-three 


'  V\  !  i  locke,  June  8.  *  Ibid,  July  '2,  Sept.  9. 

'  Ibid,     rournals,  Jul}  i.  ">  Whitlocke,  Oct.  l. 
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ships;  and  in  the  conflict  he  sunk  the  admiral,  chap, 
and  captured  the  vice-admiral  and  ten  more  of  ^_  A 
the  larger  vessels".  1050. 

The  court  of  Lisbon,  finding  their  trade  so  ma-  conduct  of 
terially  injured,  and  perceiving  that  they  suffered  Blake?"1 
all  this  in  consequence  of  the  impolitic  protection 
they  had  afforded  to  Rupert,  insisted  upon  his  go- 
ino-  out  of  the  harbour,  and  eno-agingr  the  fleet  of 
the  pari  iament.  The  prince  accordingly  advanced 
with  his  ships  into  the  open  sea;  but,  Blake  pre- 
senting himself  in  order  of  battle,  Rupert  withdrew, 
and  placed  himself  under  guard  of  the  Portuguese 
castles,  where  the  English  admiral  did  not  think 
it  safe  to  attack  him". 

The  French   government,  for  whatever  reason,       i649. 
seemed  less  disposed  to  keep  measures  with  the  11°^.^* 
new  commonwealth,  than  any  other  of  the  Euro-  ^"K1;""1 

J  and  trance. 

pean  powers  p.  In  October  1648  an  edict  was  pro- 
mulgated in  France,  forbidding  the  importation 
of  any  woollen  or  silk  manufactures  from  England 
or  Holland  ;  and,  this  measure  being  in  the  follow- 
ing year  brought  under  the  consideration  of  par- 
liament, it  was  ordered  that  a  similar  prohibition 
should  be  issued  against  the  woollen  and  silk  ma- 
nufactures, as  well  as  the  wines,  of  France'.    Out      i65o. 

n  Ibid,  Oct.  15,  °  Ibid,  Sept.  3,  9. 

p  Clarendon,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  301,  says  that  cardinal  Mazarine  kept 
up  a  secret  intelligi  nee  ith  Cromwel  even  during  the  life-time  of 
Charles  the  First.    This  can  scarci  ly  be  true. 

'•  Journals,  Aug.  T6. 
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15  o  o  k    of  this  prohibition  a  state  of  petty  warfare  appears 
'"•       to  have  arisen,  so  that  great  losses  and  damage 

"i65oT  are  stated  to  have  been  sustained  by  the  English, 
by  having  their  ships  unduly  seized,  pillaged,  sur- 
prised and  taken  by  the  subjects  of  France.  And, 
in  the  instructions  given  to  Popham  in  April  for 
making  reprisals  on  Portugal,  a  clause  was  intro- 
duced, directing  him  to  make  similar  reprisals  on 
the  French1".  Agreeably  to  these  directions,  Blake 
sent  home  six  French  ships,  which  were  taken  in 
company  with  the  nine  English  in  the  Brasil  fleets; 
and  repeated  accounts  were  transmitted  of  engage- 
ments between  the  English  and  French  frigates, 
in  which  the  latter  generally  came  oft'  with  the 
worst1.  But  the  most  considerable  exploit  against 
this  enemy,  was  that  Blake,  hearing  of  a  French 
ship  of  war,  stationed  near  Gibraltar  for  the  pur- 
pose of  intercepting  the  English  traders  as  they 
came  out  of  the  straits,  sailed  thither  with  his  own 
ship  and  another,  and  after  a  fight  of  some  hours 
took  the  Frenchman.  The  cargo  of  this  vessel, 
probably  in  consequence  of  the  prizes  she  had 
previously  taken,  was  computed  to  be  worth  a 
million". 
,,  ,,,  Nothing  could  exceed  the  imbecility  of  the  court 

impute     0f  Philip  the  Fourth  of  Spain  at  this  period.    His 


tlio  court  of 


Madrid-  r  Thurloe,  p.  144.     Journals,  Sept.  11. 

Whitlocke,  July  2,  Sept.  9.    Journals,  Sept.  11. 
Whitlocke,  Aim.  19,  22,  '^8. 
Ibid,  No\.  29,  Dei 
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ambassador  at  the  court  of  Charles  the  First  had  c  h  a  p. 
for  several  years  been  don  Alonzo  de  Cardenas  ;  ^J  '  '_, 
and  that  minister,  having  early  received  some  per-  1649. 
sonal  disobligation  from  Charles,  became  during 
the  subsequent  struggle  between  the  king  and  the 
parliament,  the  inveterate  enemy  of  him  and  all  his 
family  w.  He  accordingly  constantly  represented 
to  his  court,  that  the  parliament  was  too  firmly 
seated  ever  to  be  shaken,  and  that  they  might  rely 
upon  it  that  there  would  never  more  be  a  king  in 
England  x.  In  the  year  1649  Charles  the  Second 
appointed  two  of  his  principal  ministers,  lord  Cot- 
tington  and  Hyde  (Clarendon),  his  ambassadors 
to  the  court  of  Madrid.  Philip  and  his  principal 
servants,  of  course  entertained  the  utmost  horror 
of  a  set  of  men  that  had  dared  to  put  their  king 
to  death ;  but  their  political  interests  prompted 
them  to  shew  every  courtesy  to  the  party  in  power. 
Tliey  therefore  regarded  the  appointment  of  these 
ministers  with  great  distaste,  and  in  a  variety  of 
ways  sought  to  put  slights  and  affronts  upon  them  y. 
But,  in  the  midst  of  this  scene,  Rupert,  with  his 
fleet  of  revolted  ships,  shewed  himself  on  the  coast 
of  Spain,  previously  to  the  time  of  his  casting 
anchor  at  Lisbon  ;  and  his  appearance,  at  the  very 
period  that  they  expected  the  return  of  the  gal- 
leons from  the  Indies,  filled  the  whole  kingdom 
with   consternation.      The    government   therefore 

"  Clarendon,  Vol.  til,  p.  ->30.  x  [bid. 

v  Clarendon,  p  828,  el  seqq. 
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book    welcomed  his  arrival  with  compliments  and  ca- 
ll i 
v J__j    resses,  and  instantly  dispatched  messengers  to  all 

ift  the  ports,  directing  that  he  should  be  received 
with  every  possible  respect,  and  readily  supplied 
with  all  the  accommodations  he  required2.  It  was 
not  Ioiiq-  however  before  Blake  followed  with  a 
stronger  fleet ;  and  he  sent  a  peremptory  message 
to  Madrid,  describing  the  others  as  pirates,  and 
requiring  that  they  should  receive  no  kind  of  en- 
i65o.  courao;ement  and  countenance51.  Meanwhile  in- 
telligence  speedily  reached  the  court,  that.  Charles 
the  Second  had  set  up  his  standard  in  Scotland. 
This  again  gave  a  different  impression  to  Philip 
and  his  favourites.  Before,  they  had  regarded 
Charles,  as  a  prince  disinherited  of  his  dominions, 
and  having  no  other  subjects  than  the  few  that 
were  banished  along  with  him.  Now  they  saw 
him  in  full  possession  of  a  kingdom,  where  no 
man  appeared  in  arms  against  him,  and,  as  they 
believed,  with  a  reasonable  prospect  of  being  re- 
stored to  the  other  two  kino'doms  of  his  ancestors  b. 


2  Ibid,  p.  338.  a  Ibid,  p.  339. 

b  Ibid,  p.  348.  The  court  of  Lisbon  seems  to  have  been  of  much 
the  same  temper  as  that  of  Madrid.  When  king  John  sent  Rupert 
word  that  he  could  no  longer  remain  in  the  road  of  Lisbon,  the 
prince  royal,  indignant  at  the  audacity  with  which  his  father  was 
treated  by  the  republicans,  and  remembering  their  guilt  in  having 
dipped  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their  own  sovereign,  declared 
that  he  would  have  all  the  ships  in  the  port  made  ready,  and  him- 
5(  It'  go  on  board,  join  Rupert,  and  tight  the  English.  But  he  was 
rwards  dissuadi  d  from  this  gallanl  resolution.  Clarendon, p. 340. 
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It  lias  already  appeared  that  the  parliament  chap. 
early  in  the  year  appointed  Anthony  Ascham  their  C_'  ' , 
agent  to  the  court  of  Madrid.    They  had  been  suf-      1650. 

i-    •         i  i  i  i       i  •  t»i   •      Assassina- 

nciently  encouraged  to  the  measure  by  king  rni-  tionof 
lip  ;  and  it  was  particularly  recommended  to  them 
by  Cardenas,  who  continued  to  reside  in  London, 
without  expressly  taking  on  him  the  character  of 
ambassador.  Ascham  did  not  arrive  in  the  port 
of  Cadiz  till  May,  and  then  only  with  three  atten- 
dants. He  was  received  by  the  duke  of  Medina 
Celi,  governor  of  Andalusia,  who  forwarded  him 
with  a  sufficient  guard  to  Madrid.  When  arrived 
however,  he  was  left,  by  some  mistake  of  the  officer 
who  commanded  his  escort,  abruptly,  without 
being  previously  delivered,  as  he  ought  to  have 
been,  into  other  protection.  He  reached  Madrid 
in  the  evening  of  the  twenty-sixth  c  ;  and  the  next 
day  certain  English  royalists,  taking  advantage 
of  his  defenceless  situation,  burst  into  his  hotel, 
and  dispatched  him  and  his  interpreter  with  their 
swords.     They  immediately  fled,  and  took  sane-  Fate  of  his 

,  ,        ,         ,         ,        ,  .       ,  ,  murderers. 

tnary  in  a  church;  but  by  the  kings  order  were 
apprehended  and  committed  to  prison!  Having 
been  tried  and  convicted,  they  were  returned  to 
the  church,  whence  one  by  one  they  escaped,  all 
but  a  Protestant,  who,  being  one  of  the  conspira- 
tors, suffered  death  for  his  crime d. 

'  .Tiinr  :>,  new  style. 

■'  Thurloe,  p.  i  \8,  et  tegq.    Clarendon,  p.  369,  ei  teqq.   (  larendon 
owns  tlint  one  of  his  servants  was  an  accomplice  in  the  murder: 
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15  o  0  k  Don  Lewis  de  Ilaro,  the  Spanish  prime  minister, 

v U]  said  a  short  time  after  to  the  ambassadors  of  Charles 

1650.  the  Second,  "  I  envy  those  gallant  men,  whatever 

.Vthc's,',:,-  may  De  their  fate,  who  have  done  so  noble  an  ac- 

nish prime  tjon    f-0  avenge  the  blood  of  their  sovereign.      If 

minister  on  '  ~  o 

the  subject  the  king-,  my  master,  had  had  such  resolute  sub- 
jects, he  would  not  have  lost  Portugal  ;  as  one 
brave  man,  by  taking  away  the  life  of  the  usurper, 
might  at  any  time,  during  the  first  two  years,  have 
put  an  end  to  that  rebellion0."    This  passage  may 
serve  to  shew  us,  how  much  assassination  was  at 
this  time  in  honour,  at  least  in  the  courts  of  princes. 
Cottington        It  was  however  judged  prudent,  that  too  much 
SJiSed     offence  might  not  be  given  to  the  rulers  of  the 
from  Ma-     commonwealth,   soon   after  to  give  notice  to  the 
ambassadors  of  Charles  the    Second,  that  their 
further  stay  at  Madrid  would  be  productive  of  no 
ad  vantage f. 
Conclusion        Rupert  at  length  found  it  expedient  to  withdraw 
adventures.6  from  the  mouth  of  the  Tagus,  and  take  the  open 
sea ;  and  he  succeeded  on  this  occasion,  as  he  had 
done  at  Kinsale,  in  eluding  the  vigilance  of  the 
English  admirals.     He  passed  through  the  straits 
of  Gibraltar,  and  was  first  heard  of  at  Marseilles  s. 
Returning  again  to  the  west,  he  fell  in   with  five 

it  is  to  be  hoped  not  with  the  connivance  of  his  master,  who  was 
afterwards  so  vindictive  against  the  regicides  according  to  form  oi 
law,  as  well  as  against  the  dead  bodies  of  Bradshaw  and  Cromwel 

r  Clarendon,  p.  373,  37  I  f  Ibid,  p.  378. 

*  Whitlocke,  V>     2. 
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or  six    English   merchantmen  oft' Malaga,  which    chap. 

.  .  .  XXI] 

he  burned1'.  Blake,  hearing-  of  his  proceedings,  ^_  " 
pursued  him,  and  soon  put  a  stop  to  his  further  ig.'<>. 
depredations.  lie  took  one  of  Rupert's  vesse's, 
and  ran  the  rest  on  shore ;  so  that  the  prince  at 
length  escaped  with  only  two  ships,  and,  finding 
no  longer  any  countenance  in  Europe,  made  the 
best  of  his  way  to  the  West  Indies,  where  his 
brother,  prince  Maurice,  perished  in  a  tempest. 
At  length,  returning  to  Europe  with  his  two  tat- 
tered vessels,  he  sold  them  to  cardinal  Mazarine, 
and  sought  other  adventures'. 

11  Heath,  p.  275.     Whitlocke,  Dec.  'JO. 

1  Journals,  Dec.  18.    Whitlocke,  Dec.  21.    Heath,  p.  -275.   Iiogei 
Coke,  Vol,  I,  p.  103. 
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OVERTURES  OF   THE  COURTS  OF    LISBON  AND  MA- 
DRID.  THE    LATTER    FAVOURABLY    RECEIVED. 

NEGOCIATION  WITH  PORTUGAL  BROKEN  OFF. 

DEATH  OF  WILLIAM  THE  SECOND,  PRINCE  OF 

ORANGE. ST.  JOHN   APPOINTED  AMBASSADOR 

TO  THE    HAGUE. NEGOCIATIONS. THEY  ARE 

MADE  ABORTIVE. ACT  OF  NAVIGATION. 


book    The  successes  of  Blake,  and  still  more  the  me- 
iii. 

morable  defeat  given  to  Charles  the  Second,  by 


1650.       Cromwel  at  Dunbar,  gave  a  new  face  to  the  affairs 

ofthecourts  of  the  commonwealth  in  foreign  countries.     The 

and  MaT     princes  of  the  continent  could  no  longer  refuse  to 

drid-  believe,  that  the  present  government  of  England 

had  every  promise  of  permanence.     It  was  strong 

enough  to  assert  its  rights  and  make  itself  feared; 

and  of  consequence  was  perfectly  fitted  to  enter 

into  treaties  and  alliances.  Towards  the  end  of  the 

year  a  sort  of  race  took  place  between  the  kings 

of  Spain  and  Portugal,  which  should  be  first  to 

embrace  the  friendship,  or  appease  the  animosity, 

of  the  rulers  of  the  commonwealth.     The  latter  of 

these  princes  sent  an  envoy,  don  Joseph  de  Gui- 

maracs,  to  make  suitable  propositions  to  the  Eng- 
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lisli  government'1.     Alonso  de  Cardenas,  who  had    en  \  p. 
remained  in  London,  and  been  in  constant  com-    V-_^    J, 
munication  with  the  most  powerful   members  of       ieso. 
the  council  of  state,  being  apprised  of  this,  and 
properly  prepared  for  the  occasion,  offered  his  cre- 
dentials'5.    An  immediate  distinction  was  set  up. 
between  the  two  candidates.    With  Spain  we  had 
never  had  any  serious  and  defined  misunderstand- 
ing-;  with  Portugal  we   were  in   some   sort  in   ;i 
state  of  war.      \  ane  objected  to  the  admitting  the 
Portuguese  altogether.     This  objection  was  over- 
ruled0.   But  it  was  determined,  inasmuch  as  Gui-  The  latter 
maraes  did  not  come  with  the  character  of  an  am-  received.* 
bassador,  that  he  should  have  his  audience  from 
a  committee  of  parliament*1;  while  Cardenas,  with- 
out a  moment's  delay,  had  his  audience  of  the  par- 
liament itself0.     With  Cardenas  there  was  nothing       i^.ii. 
to   explain  ;  and   a  series  of  letters,  which  had 
passed   between   Blake  and  the  king  of  Spain, 
was  laid  before  the  house f.     The  whole  was  con- 
cluded in  a  spirit  of  the  most  perfect  cordiality  and 
good  humour. 

N\  itli  respect  to  Guimaraes  the  case  was  widely   Negocja- 
different.  Several  severe  preliminary  articles  were   Portugal 
required,  before  he  could  be  admitted  to  a  treaty.  brokcn  offi 
It  was  demanded,  that  all  the  English  that  had 
been  put  under  restraint  by  the  Portuguese  go- 


•  Journals,  Dec.  17  b  Ibid,  Deo.  24.  e  Ibid,  Dec.  19. 

*  Ibid,  Jan.  i  -Ibid,  l>  *    16  '  Ibid,  Jan.  8. 
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BOOK  vernment  in  the  way  of  reprisals,  should  be  en- 
^J1"^  larged  ;  that  all  ships,  money  and  goods,  should 
1651.  be  restored,  and  reparation  made  for  any  damages 
that  had  been  sustained  ;  and  that  the  king  of  Por- 
tugal should  pay  one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand 
pounds  towards  the  expence  we  had  incurred  in 
fitting  out  an  armament  to  obtain  justice.  These 
preliminaries  being-  granted, the  first  two  executed, 
and  security  given  for  the  other,  the  parliament 
offered  that  there  should  be  a  suspension  of 
arms  for  six  months  for  the  completion  of  the 
treaty s.  The  preliminaries  were  granted  by  the 
envoy ;  but,  inasmuch  as  the  manner  of  perform- 
ance, and  the  time  for  the  cessation  to  commence, 
were  disapproved,  the  whole  was  broken  off,  and 
the  envoy  was  ordered  to  quit  the  English  domi- 


nions1'. 


i65o.  One  further  event  happened  towards  the  close 

William       of  the  year,  which  bore  a  favourable  aspect  upon 

t,!rinSceCo?d'  the  affairs  of  the  commonwealth.     The  prince  of 

orange.       Orange,  the  fast  and  zealous  friend  of  the  exiled 

princes,  and  who  had  married  their  sister,  died  of 

the  small-pox  on  the  sixth  of  November.     He  was 

considered  as  a  person  of  promising  talents,  and 

had  only  attained  to  the  age  of  twenty-four  years. 

He  died   without  issue  ;  but  he  left  his  princess 

pregnant ;   and,  eight  days  after  his  decease,  she 


*  Ibid,  Apr.  lo. 

h  Ibid,  Apr.  22,  May  1(3. 
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bore  a  son,  who  was  afterwards  William  the  Third,    cha  i\ 
king-  of  England.  . 

Through  the  whole  period  of  his  stadtholderate,       1050. 
which  had  begun  in   March  1647,  disputes  had  Crolch- 
run  high  between  the  partisans  of  the   house  of  ™bkio"d 
Orange  and  the  aristocracy,  who  had  always  looked 
with  much  jealousy  upon  the  ambition  of  this  line 
of  princes,  and  who  desired  a  greater  parity  and 
a  more   complete  circulation  of  authority  in  the 
government  of  the  republic,  than  was  consistent 
with  the  ascendancy  of  this  house.  The  main  sub- 
ject of  contention  had  been  relative  to  the  amount 
of  military  force  to  be  kept  up  in  the  state.     The 
province  of  Holland,  whose  quota  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  revenues,  amounted  to  nearly  as  much 
as  the  proportions  of  the  other  six  taken  together, 
was  the  focus  of  republicanism.     The  influence 
of  the  house  of  Orange  prevailed  in  five  of  the 
remaining  six  ;  and  the  populace  uniformly  ad- 
hered to  the  Orange  party.     William  the  Second, 
whose  temper  was  sanguine  and  imperious,  thought 
to  carry  every  point  by  force  of  arms.   In  the  sum-  Attempt. 
mer  of  the  present  year  he  had  attempted  to  take  S/cityof 
by  surprise  the  city  of  Amsterdam  ;  and,  having  £™*teT~ 
inveigled  six  of  the  leading  members  of  the  states 
of  Holland  into  his  power,  he  committed  them  to 
the  castle  of  Louvestein  in  July1.      The  leading- 
names  of  the   aristocratical   party,  were   Bicker, 


'  I.e  Clerc,  Histoire  des  Provinces  Unies,  Tom.  II,  |>. 
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book    Pauw  and  de  Wit.  The  death  of  the  prince  opened 
in.  .  .  . 

v '       a  favourable  opportunity  for  the  triumph  of  this 

i65o.  part}  .  The  six  prisoners  were  set  at  liberty,  and 
reinstated  in  their  functions;  and  Bicker  was  re- 
stored to  the  office  of  pensionary  of  Holland. 
Project  of  All  this  appeared  highly  advantageous  to  the 
between  rulers  of  the  commonwealth  of  England.  The 
nnTth'o1  states  of  Holland  had  shewn  themselves  favour- 
i  mud  akje  to  their  demands,  when  they  had  been  out- 
voted  in  the  states  general  by  the  influence  which 
the  house  of  Orange  exercised  over  the  inferior 
provinces.  The  views  of  the  English  government 
were  bold  and  capacious.  They  saw  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  Provinces  to  be  not  less  re- 
publican than  their  own.  Both  were  commercial 
states.  Both  were  Protestant :  and  the  Louves- 
tein  party,  as  they  now  began  to  be  called,  were 
the  advocates  of  toleration  in  Holland,  as  the 
independents  had  been  in  England.  On  this  basis 
Cromwel  and  Vane  built  the  project,  the  idea  of 
which  they  had  early  thrown  out,  of  settling  a  more 
near  and  firm  union  between  the  two  nations k. 
Facia mus  eos  in  gentem  unam,  was  a  phrase  that 
had  been  early  put  forward  in  their  more  intimate 
communications  with  the  Dutch  leaders'. 

St.  John  Deterred  by  the  unfortunate  catastrophe  of  Do- 

appointed         .   .  ill  r     1  1-1 

ambassa-      nslaus,   and   by  the  tenour  ot  the  events  which 
followed,  the  statesmen   of  England  waited  pa- 

i  See  above,  p.  UP,  150  '  Thurloe,  p.  130. 
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tientlv  the  time   when  they  might  bring  forward    chap. 

.  x  x  1 1 1 . 

their  proposition   under  happier  auspices.      Now    v  -'—J 

they  seemed  to  themselves  to  have  found  it.  In  i65o. 
the  unhapy  embassies  of  Dorislaus  and  Ascham, 
they  had  perhaps  committed  the  error  of  fixing  on 
men  of  a  character  not  sufficiently  conspicuous, 
and  had  sent  them  out  obscurely,  and  not  as  be- 
fitted the  representatives  of  a  great  nation.  They 
determined  to  correct  this  error.  They  fixed  on  l651- 
a  man  in  whom  the  rarest  qualities  seemed  to  be 
united,  a  man  of  deep  reach  and  profound  under- 
standing, of  high  rank  by  birth,  and  of  elevated 
station,  with  much  subtlety  of  wit  and  great  powers 
of  dissimulation,  together  with  an  extraordinary 
command  of  his  own  temper,  and  a  mind  adapted 
to  gain  an  ascendancy  over  the  temper  and  judg- 
ment of  others  :  Oliver  St.  John,  chief  justice  of 
the  common  pleas m. 

Many  circumstances  are  calculated  to  place  the   Hiscau- 
skill  and  statesman-like  qualities  of  Cromwel  in  andcireum- 
a  very  striking  light.     We  have  already  seen  that  Bp* 
it  was  by  his  interposition  that  Vane  and  St. John 
\\  en-  prevailed  upon  to  accept  a  seat  in  the  council 
of  state  a  short  time  after  the  death  of  the  king". 
St.  John  tells  us  of  himself,  that  from  the  time  of 
his  being  appointed  to  the  common  pleas  in  Oc- 
tober 164s,  till  Ins  return  from  Holland  in  June 
I651j  he  never  entered  the  doors  of  the  house  of 


Journals,  .Inn.  23  -•  i    ibov<  ,  p.  3  i 
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book  commons".  He  adds,  that  he  was  sent  upon  the 
^__  ,  embassy  to  Holland  against  his  will,  and  that  he 
i65i.  used  all  means  in  his  power  to  be  excused  from 
the  appointment1'.  It  is  difficult  however  to  con- 
ceive how  any  one  should  think  of  employing 
a  man  as  an  ambassador,  and  engaging  him  in 
the  conduct  of  negociations  of  great  moment  and 
delicacy,  against  his  own  consent.  Whitlocke 
denominates  him  on  this  very  occasion,  the  crea- 
ture of  CromweH.  Cromwel  was  at  this  time  ill, 
and  in  Scotland  :  it  is  probable  therefore  that, 
when  he  was  in  London  in  the  preceding  June, 
lie  had  won  upon  St.  John  to  say,  If  a  fair  open- 
ing presents  itself  for  such  a  treaty  with  Holland, 
and  you  should  think  my  services  necessary,  you 
may  command  them.  The  characteristic  of  this 
man  was  wariness  of  temper  ;  and,  till  he  saw  the 
stability  of  the  commonwealth  in  all  moral  pro- 
bability fixed,  by  the  battle  of  Dunbar,  and  the 
victories  of  Blake,  he  stood  aloof,  and  was  un- 
willing to  engage  in  active  employment. 
i65o.  Previously  to  the  death  of  the  prince  of  Orange, 

circumstances  had  occurred,  indicative  of  the  con- 
tinued alienation  of  the  states  general,  under  his  in- 
Schaep        fluence,  from  the  commonwealth  of  England.  The 
the  pro-       states  of  Holland,   guided  by  a  policy  very  dif- 


Negocia 
tions. 


lioUanci.      ferent  from  that  of  the  states  general,  and  fearful 


0  Ca^f,  p.  'J.  i'  Ibid,  p,  .i.     Journals,  Jan.  28. 

'  Whitlocke,  Feb.  I.     Clarendon,  p.  -157. 
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that  the  hostility  of  the  Orange  party  to  the  Eng-    CH  a  p. 
lish  government  might  produce  consequences  in-    C__^ 
jurious  to  their  commerce,  commissioned  an  agent      16jo. 
from  their  particular  province,    Gerard    Schaep, 
as  resident  to   the   governinent  of  the  common- 
wealth, in  May  1650r.     Shortly  after,  Strickland  Joachim 
was  recalled  from  his  embassy  at  the  Hague  ;  and 
the  parliament,  having-  in  vain  expected  that  the 
states  <reneral  would  grant  to  Joachim  letters  of 
credit  recognising  the  present  government,  signi- 
fied to  him  in  September,  that  his  further  residence 
in  this  country  would  be  dispensed  with3. 

Now  however,  by  the  death   of  the  prince  of      i65i. 

'       <f  *  St.  John 

Orano-e  and  its  consequences,  the  case  seemed   proceeds <>n 

.  T        t  i  t  hisembassy. 

materially  altered.  In  January  the  parliament  re- 
solved at  the  instance  of  the  council  of  state,  that 
the  present  was  a  fit  time  to  appoint  an  embassy 
to  the  states  general ;  and  St.  John,  together  with 
Strickland,  the  late  resident,  were  fixed  on  as  pro- 
per persons  to  compose  the  embassy1.  The  am- 
bassadors were  fitted  out  with  a  train  suitable  to 
the  dignity  of  the  principal  agent,  and  the  impor- 
tance of  the  object  to  be  effected  by  their  mission. 
They  were  accompanied  by  a  suite  of  forty  gentle- 


r  Journals,  M;t\  84.    Wicquefort,  tlistoire  i!<  s  Proving  sUnies, 

v  Journals,  Sept.  2<3.     Wicquefort,  ubi  supra. 
•  Journals,  Jan.  81, 
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BOOK    men,  beside  servants  and  other  followers11.     The 

v i    celebrated  Thurloe,  whom  St.  John  styles  his  pri- 

igji.       vate  servant,  went  with  him  as  secretary  w.     They 
had  their  lirst  audience  of  the  states  general  on 
the  twentieth  of  March  x. 
Coldness  of       jjut  t]icy  founti  the  United  Provinces  in  a  very 

the  states  •>  J 

general.  different  position  from  that  which  they  had  been  led 
to  expect.  The  stadtholderate  indeed  had,  at  least 
for  the  present,  been  rejected.  But  the  adherents 
of  the  house  of  Orange  were  still  numerous:  the 
lower  people  espoused  that  party  almost  to  a  man ; 
and  there  were  several  considerable  families  that 
entertained  the  same  bias.  The  aristocracy  had 
succeeded  in  the  main  question  respecting  the 
form  of  the  government ;  but  their  adversaries 
were  the  more  resolute  to  contend  with  them  in 
all  inferior  matters. 

spim  of  the       rr<i)e   ambassadors  came  commissioned  to  pro- 

negocia-  r 

tio»-  pose  a  near  and  more  intimate  union  between  the 

two  states  >:  but  they  by  no  means  intended  to 
compromise  the  dignity  of  the  government  that 
sent  them.  Their  business,  as  they  conceived  it, 
was  one  of  entire  coalition  and  friendship  :  yet, 
that  they  might  support  the  character  of  the  state 

"  Ludlow,  p.  34  i.  Le  Clerc,  p.  307, 308,  says,  they  were  attended 
at  their  entrance  by  twenty-seven  coaches,  and  two  hundred  and 
forty-six  followers. 

1  ( lase,  p.  2.     Thurloe,  Stale  Tapers,  Vol.  I,  p.  179,  et  seqq. 

x  Ibid,  p.  191.  I  hurloe,  p.  189,  191, 


HISTORY   OF  THE  COMMON  WEALTH.  377 

of  England,   they  were  from   the   first,   like  the    chat. 

•  \  \  r  1 1 

Roman  deputies  of  old,  limited  as  to  the  time  they    . 

were  allowed  to  negociate.  Indeed  the  very  cir-  i65i. 
cumstance  of  one  of  the  chief  justices  of  England 
being  appointed  a  negociator,  implied  that  they 
did  not  contemplate  a  wavering  and  dilatory  pro- 
ceeding. 

Their  errand  however  was  received  by  no  party  Dutch 
in  the  United  Provinces  with  the  welcome  they  the  project 
expected.  As  the  rulers  of  the  commonwealth 
were  prone  to  entertain  the  most  comprehensive 
views,  they  desired  a  perfect  union  with  this  re- 
public, as  they  shortly  after  effected  a  union  with 
Scotland  and  Ireland.  But  the  Dutch  did  not 
regard  the  plan  with  complacency.  They  had 
had  a  long  struggle  for  the  establishment  of  their 
independence,  and  they  loved  it.  But,  as  Eng- 
land was  the  larger  and  more  powerful  state,  they 
considered  such  a  union  as  was  in  the  contem- 
plation of  their  present  guests,  as  calculated  to 
operate  their  political  extinction2. 

But,  though  no  party  in  Holland  was  disposed   sentiments 
to  go  to  the  length  of  what  was  tendered  to  them,   p'arti'^  j„ 
yet  the  two  active  combinations  of  men  thatstrug-  jh^lt  an- 
gled against  each  other  in  the  United  Provinces, 
looked  upon  the  ambassadors  of  the  commonwealth 
of  England  with  a  very  different  temper.  The  ad- 


*  Memoir  of  d<  Wit,  apm   II    toin  'I'  Cornelius  et  Jean  de  Wit, 
Vol.  1,  p.  60. 


ambassa- 
dors 
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book    herents  of  the  house  of  Orange  seemed  to  think 
^_        .    that,  by  the  arrival  of  these  guests,  they  had  gained 
i65i.       a  happy  opportunity  of  venting  the  spleen  that 
fermented  in  their  breasts  from  their  disappoint- 
ment in  the  question  of  the  stadtholderate  ;   while 
the  aristocracy  were  disposed  to  shew  the  ambas- 
sadors every  degree  of  civility  and  attention,  and 
to  concede  to  them  all  thing1-:  but  the  main  ques- 
tion on  which  they  came. 
First  pro-         St.  John  began  with   the  question  of  the  re- 
IheEngUsh  uewal  of  the  commercial  treaty,  which  had  been 
entered  into  between  Henry  the  Seventh  and  the 
then  Flemish  government,  in  1495.  This  treaty  is 
stated  by  De  Wit,  in  a  memorial  published  under 
his   inspection  a  few  years  afterwards a,  to  have 
been  particularly  advantageous  to  the  Dutch  in 
respect  to  their  fisheries  and  some  other  matters ; 
and  he  accordingly  blames  the  states  general  for 
having  eluded  the  advances  of  the  ambassadors  in 
this  matter,  which  he  ascribes  to  the  machinations 
of  the  devoted  adherents  to  the  house  of  Orange, 
it  is  un-       But  they  resolved,  in  all  they  could,  to  defeat  the 
reaped.3    overtures  of  the  English  government.     Six  weeks 
elapsed  at  one  period  without  any  progress  being 
made  in  the  affair,  the  Dutch  government  pretend- 
ing that  they  could  not  proceed  without  new  and 
express  instructions  from  their  constituents  b.  The 


»  Histuire  de  Cornelius  ct  Jean  de  Wit,  Vol.  I,  p.  10'  to  74. 
b  Thurloe,  p.  188,  192. 
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English  however,  that  they  might  not  be  accused    c  h  a  p. 

.XXIII. 

of  precipitation,  extended  in  one  instance  the  time    v"  '       ' , 
of  ne"-ociationc:   and  the  ambassadors  did  not  take       i65i. 
their  final  leave  of  the  states  general  till  the  twen- 
tieth of  June,  after  a  useless  residence  of  three 
months'1. 

But  the  Oranoe  party  was  not  contented  with   Theam- 

.  .  .  bassadors 

baffling  the  English  plenipotentiaries  in  their  ne-  are  treated 
gociation,  they  also  excited  the  populace  of  the  respect. 
Hague,  who  had  little  need  of  being  stimulated, 
to  insult  and  annoy  them  by  every  means  in  their 
power6.  They  pursued  them  in  the  streets  with 
affronting  cries  and  exclamations,  and  repeatedly 
broke  the  windows  of  their  hotel f.  In  addition 
to  this,  prince  Edward,  a  younger  brother  of  Ru- 
pert, meeting  St.  John  in  one  of  the  public  walks, 
put  upon  him  an  open  insult s,  which  the  ambas- 
sador, by  the  official  character  he  bore,  was  pre- 
vented from  resentino-  in  the  wav  to  which  he 
would  probably  otherwise  have  had  recourse.' — 
Certainly  it  was  incompatible  either  with  an  am- 
bassador or  a  chief  justice,  to  become  a  duellist. 
A  complaint  was  lodged  with  the  states;  but,  being 
summoned  to  answer,  Edward  replied,  that  he  was 

c  Ibid,  p.  181.  *  Ibid,  p.  191. 

'  Histoire  de  C.  et  J.  de  Wit,  p.  61.        '  Ibid.    Le  Clerc,  p.  310. 

•»'  Journals,  Apr.  29.  Thurloe,  p.  179.  Wbitlocke  (April,  init.) 
tells  of  a  design  to  strangle  N'.  John  in  his  own  apartmi  m  by  one 
tpsley,  a  cavalier;  and  the  name  of  this  Apsley  occurs  in  the 
■.  •  place  of  the  Journals,  along  with  that  of  prince  Edward 
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book    a  prince  of  the  empire,   and  not  subject  to  their 

v ___,    jurisdiction,  and  withdrew  from  their  dominions". 

t65i.  In  his  audience  of  leave,  St.  John  thus  addressed 

dienceof  the  committee  of  the  states  general.  "  I  perceive, 
that  their  high  mightinesses  are  waiting  the  issue 
of  affairs  in  Scotland,  that  they  may  regulate  their 
carriage  to  our  government  accordingly,  and  that 
for  that  reason  they  have  slighted  the  generous 
overtures  with  which  we  were  charged.  It  is  true, 
that  some  members  of  our  parliament  dissuaded 
this  embassy,  and  advised  that  we  should  first 
finish  our  war  in  Scotland,  and  then  expect  your 
representatives  on  our  shores.  But  I  thought  more 
honourably  of  you.  I  was  wrong;  and  I  now  con- 
fess that  these  cautious  advisers  understood  you 
better.  Take  my  word  for  it  however,  our  Scot- 
tish campaign  will  soon  be  terminated  as  our  warm- 
est friends  would  wish,  and  you  will  then  repent 
your  having  so  lightly  treated  the  proposals  we 
have  made1." — Thurloe,  soon  after  his  return  from 
Holland,  quitted  the  service  of  St.  John,  having 
been  from  a  youth  in  his  employments 
Policy  of  The  English  government,  since  they  could  not 

goevcrngl  carry  the  measure  with  the  republic  of  the  United 
Provinces  they  so  much  desired,  but  on  the  con- 
trary had  received  every  kind  of  contumely  and 
affront,  determined  to  adopt  such  proceedings  as 
they  conceived  most  conducive  to  the  welfare  and 


Heath,  p.  286.      '  De  Wit,  p.  63.      k  Case  of  St.  John,  p.  1,  3. 
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prosperity  of  their  country,  withoutbeingrestrained  chap. 
by  any  tender  regard  to  the  interest  of  the  neigh-  y  '  ^  _', 
bour  commonwealth.  Both  states  were  obviously  i65i. 
commercial.  The  Dutch  possessed  a  country  of 
little  produce,  and  could  scarcely  subsist,  certainly 
could  not  become  opulent,  but  through  the  medium 
of  trade.  Great  Britain  was  an  island  with  many 
ports  and  every  convenience  for  shipping.  She 
could  not  defend  herself  from  the  ambition  or  in- 
solence of  her  neighbours  but  by  means  of  her 
navy.  At  the  same  time  her  soil  was  fertile,  and 
her  manufactures  prosperous.  The  two  countries 
therefore  were  in  the  common  construction  rivals. 
So  the  English  statesmen  understood  it.  They  de- 
sired in  the  first  place  a  perfect  union  of  interests. 
But,  if  that  could  not  be  effected,  they  looked  in 
the  next  place  to  whatever  could  make  their  com- 
merce prosperous,  and  their  navy  powerful. 

It  was  this  train  of  ideas  that  led  to  the  act  of  Persevc- 

...  .  ,  ,  .  .  ranee  of 

navigation,  which  was  considered  as  the  project  st.  Join. 
of  St.  John1,  and  was  brought  into  parliament  by 
Whitlocke1".  The  more  the  former  of  these  had 
reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  his  late  adventure 
as  a  statesman,  the  more  he  seems  to  have  deter- 
mined to  persist  in  the  occupation.  lie  was  a 
man  of  much  subtlety  of  invention,  and  great  re- 
sources of  injjenuitv  and  refinement ;  but  all  these 
advantages  had  been  lost  by  the  perverse  turn  the 


1  Le  Clerc,  p.  :'-i  i.  m  Journ  lis,  Aug.  5 
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book     Dutch  neoociation  had   taken.     He  resolved  not 

in  ■ 

v_        ,    to  be  finally  judged  by  that  unfortunate  specimen, 

i65i.  but  in  some  way  to  shew  himself  to  the  world  for 
what  he  was  intrinsically  worth.  We  owe  there- 
fore in  some  decree  to  this  miscarriage  the  stre- 
nnousness  and  energy  of  his  subsequent  labours. 
Actofna-  The  act  of  navigation  was  brought  into  parlia- 
ment on  the  fifth  of  August,  and  received  its  final 
sanction  on  the  ninth  of  October".  The  provisions 
of  this  law  were,  that  no  produce  of  any  of  our 
colonies  should  be  brought  into  this  country,  but 
in  ships  the  property  of  England  or  its  colonies, 
and  that  no  produce  or  manufacture  of  any  part 
of  Europe  should  be  brought  here,  but  in  ships 
the  property  of  England,  or  of  those  countries  re- 
spectively of  which  the  goods  were  the  proper 
produce  and  manufacture0. 

n  Journals.  °  Scobel,  1651,  cap.  22. 
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CHAPTER   XXIV. 

LETTERS  OF  MARQUE  ISSUED  AGAINST  THE  DUTCH. 

AMBASSADORS     ARRIVE     FROM     THE    STATES 

GENERAL. HOSTILITIES  OF  VAN  TROMP. DE- 
CLARATION   OF  WAR. AMBASSADORS  ARRIVE 

FROM      SWEDEN       AND       DENMARK. DANISH 

AMBASSADORS        RECALLED.  FOOT-SOLDIERS 

DRAFTED  ON  BOARD  THE  FLEET. TROMP  DE- 
PRIVED OF  THE  COMMAND. SECOND  ENGAGE- 
MENT,    AYSCOUGH    AND    DE    RUYTER. THIRD 

ENGAGEMENT,  BLAKE  AND  ADMIRAL  DE  WIT. 
BLAKE  CAPTURES  A   FRENCH   SQUADRON. 

Beside  this  measure,  which  operated  immediately    chap. 

.  XXIV 

to  the  disadvantage  of  the  trade  now  carrying  on    ^''      ' t 
by  the  people  of  the  United  Provinces,  letters  of      i65i. 
marque  were  issued  in  favour  of  certain  merchants  marque  is- 
Avho  complained  of  the  injustice  done  them  by  the  JJe  Dutch/ 
Dutch  government ;  and  more  than  eighty  trading 
vessels  were  in  consequence  captured,  and  brought 
into  the  English  ports*. 

The  states   general  now  began  to  feel  the  full    Amb— ■ 

•   ■  •       i*i    xi       it   (',)rs  nrr've 

force  of  the  precipitate  manner  in  which  they  had  fr0m  ihe 


states  ge- 

IKT.il. 


J  Le  Clerc,  p.  51 1.     Elenehus  Motuum,  Pars  II,  p.  17 1. 
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book  acted,  in  the  reception  they  had  given  to  the  em- 
v  '  bassy  of  St.  John,  which  had  come  to  them  with 
i65i.  every  sentiment  of  amity  and  good  understanding. 
They  saw,  that  the  time  was  arrived  for  them  to 
pay  their  court,  and  that  with  small  chance  of  a 
favourable  hearing.  The  battle  of  Worcester  had 
just  given  the  last  seal  to  the  stability  of  the  com- 
monwealth ;  and  the  conduct  of  the  English  go- 
vernment, both  in  the  matter  of  the  letters  of  marque, 
and  of  the  act  of  navigation,  proved  that  they  were 
in  no  humour  to  admit  of  a  supercilious  treatment. 
Early  in  September  a  letter  was  addressed  by  the 
states  general  to  the  English  parliament b  ;  and,  in 
the  close  of  the  year,  Catz,  late  pensionary  of  Hol- 
land, with  two  other  ambassadors,  arrived  in  Lon- 
don0, charged  to  resume  the  treaty,  which  had 
been  broken  off  by  the  departure  of  St.  John  from 
the  Hague  in  June. 
Negocia-  In  his  introductory  speech  the  senior  ambassa- 

dor took  the  ground  best  adapted  to  conciliate  the 
English  government,  declaring  that  his  masters 
were  desirous  of  concluding  with  us  a  league,  of- 
fensive and  defensive  d.  His  propositions  were  re- 
ferred to  the  consideration  of  the  council  of  state0; 
and  a  committee  of  council  was  appointed  to  treat 


b  Journals,  Oct.  15.  c  Whitlocke,  Dec.  lo. 

J  Journals,  Dec.  19.     Narrative  of  Proceedings  touching  the 
Audience,  p.  6. 
■'  Journals,  Deo.  25 
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with  the  ambassadors  :  but  the  negotiation  went    chap. 
on  heavily.  (, _, 

Meanwhile  the  Orange  party  and  the  population       1052. 
of  the  United  Provinces  became  every  day  more  feelings  of 
exasperated.     The   act  of  navigation  gave  them  the  Dutc 
the  greatest  offence ;  and  the  depredations  com- 
mitted by  the  English   privateers  were  an   insult 
and  an  injury  not  to  be  endured.     The  naval  ad- 
ministration of  England  under  the  reigns  of  James 
and  Charles  had  been  such  as  to  excite  little  re- 
spect;  and   during  the  civil  wars  the  honour  of 
the  flag  had  been   still  more  neglected.     Mean- 
while   the  Dutch  affairs   had  daily  improved   in 
importance  and  prosperity;  their  fleets  were  nu- 
merous and  in  excellent  condition;  and  their  naval 
commanders  at  this  moment  some  of  the  most  con- 
summate that  the  world  ever  saw.     They  looked 
down  therefore  with  contempt  upon  the  infant  re- 
public of  England  ;  our  pretensions  were  lofty, 
but  might  by  one  resolute  effort  be  trampled  into 
atoms.     Such  were  the  reasonings  of  the  Orange 
party. 

By  a  strange  anomaly  it  appears  that  the  eoun-   Warlike 
cil  of  the  admiralty  in  the  Netherlands  were  ac-  !!!!,!,'!" 
customed  to  direct  the  maritime  affairs,   indepen- 
dently of,   and   without  consulting  with,  the  as- 
sembly of  the  states  general f.     Van  Tromp,   who 

'  Clarendon,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  -1 
VOL.  III.  2  c 
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book    had  been  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  fleets 

iii 
.        *.   of  Holland  by  the  title  of  vice-admiral  upon  the 

I6&.      extinction  of  the  stadtholderate,  and  who  was  de- 
voted to  the  Orange  party,  had  a  predominant  in- 
fluence in  this  council.     At  his  instigation  it  was 
ordered  about  the  end  of  February,  that  a  fleet  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  ships  of  war  should  be  fitted 
out  for  the  ensuing-  summer.     This  measure,  over 
which  the  states  general  appear  to  have  had  no 
control,  they  directed  their  ambassadors  at  Lon- 
don to  announce  to  the  parliament;  but  the  Eng- 
lish government,  who  took  no  cognisance  of  par- 
ties in  Holland,   regarded   the  communication   in 
the  light  of  a  menaces.    Meanwhile  frequent  con- 
flicts took  place  between  the  private  vessels,  and 
even  the  frigates,  of  the  two  states  :  and  the  Dutch 
government,  irritated  by  these  perpetual  hostili- 
ties, in  the  latter  end  of  March  put  an  embargo 
upon  all  English  vessels  in  their  ports,  which  pro- 
hibition was  taken  off  about  one  week  after. 
Aggression       In  the  following   May  Van  Tromp  with  forty 
ships  came  into  the  Downs,  and  encountered  Blake 
with  twenty.     One  of  the  points  at  issue  was  the 
claim  of  the  English,  which  had  generally  been 
submitted  to,  that  the  ships  of  other  nations  should 
strike  the  flag  to  ours  in  what  are  called  the  nar- 


s  Answer  of  Parliament,  June  5,  to  Three  Papers  delivered  by 
the  Dutch  ambassadors,  p.  4.     Whitlocke,  June  10. 


of  Van 
Tromp. 
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row  seas,  as  an  acknowledgment  in  courtesy,  of  chap, 
out  superiority  within  that  line h.    Tromp  excused    ^       " 
himself  for  coming  so  near,  which  he  said  was  in       1652. 
no  spirit  of  hostility,  but  from  stress  of  weather, 
which  was  held  to  be  an  evasion.     He  confessed 
that  he  had  no  orders  from  the  Dutch  council  of 
admiralty  to  strike  his  flag.     Being  summoned  to  May  19. 
do  so,  he  therefore,  instead  of  complying,  fired  a 
broad-side  into  Blake's  ship.     This  happened  on 
the  nineteenth.     The  consequence  was  a  general, 
but  irregular  action,  the  brunt  of  which  principally 
fell  upon  Blake's  ship.   The  action  continued  four 
hours;  one  Dutch   ship  was  taken,   and  another 
sunk  ;  while  Blake  had  six  men  killed  and  thirty- 
five  wounded,  and   seventy  great  shot  had  taken 
place  in  his  hull  and  rigging'. 

The  states  general  no  sooner  heard  of  this  event,  Apoiogeti- 
than  they  determined   to  send  a  supernumerary  from  ihe6° 
ambassador,  Adrian  Pauw,  the  present  pensionary  JSfJ8*" 
of  Holland,  in  addition  to  those  already  in  London, 
to  apologise  for  this  unexpected  circumstance,  and 
endeavour  to  restore  thing's  to  their  former  footing 
A  majority  in  the  supreme  assembly  of  the  United 
Provinces  were  clearly  displeased  with  what  had 
occurred,   and   were   desirous  to  prevent   a  war. 
Pauw  arrived    in   London   early  in  June,   and  on 
the  eleventh  had  his  first  audience  of  the  parlia- 


1    irendon,  p.  1 
'  Narrative,  annexed  to  the  Answ<  r  iu  Three  Papers. 
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book    mentk.     He    represented    the    encounter    as    an 

i  "L  i  unlucky  chance  and  an  unhappy  accident,  in  the 
165-z  same  breath  endeavouring  to  prove  that  the  Eng- 
lish were  the  ao-o-ressors  in  the  action.  He  said, 
there  was  nothing  his  employers  had  more  at  heart, 
than  that  what  had  thus  occurred  should  be  wholly 
laid  aside,  and  regarded  as  a  thing  that  had  not 
happened.  He  demanded,  that  all  further  hos- 
tilities should  be  forbidden,  and  that  the  treaty 
should  proceed  as  before,  and  consented,  in  the 
name  of  his  masters,  that  the  honour  of  the  flag- 
should  hereafter  be  paid  in  the  manner  the  Eng- 
lish government  required1. 

Haughty  The  parliament  in  answer  took  a  higher  tone. 

turned.  They  said  that,  combining  what  had  passed  on 
the  nineteenth  of  May  with  the  great  maritime 
preparations  of  the  states,  and  with  the  naval  ma- 
noeuvres which  had  preceded,  they  could  not  agree 
to  dismiss  it  as  an  accident.  It  would  be  neces- 
sary to  guard  the  commonwealth  of  England  from 
a  similar  outrage  hereafter ;  nor  could  they  allow 
the  treaty  to  be  resumed,  till  the  wound  that  had 
been  inflicted  should  first  be  healed.  And  in  the 
mean  while,  till  this  was  done,  they  held  them- 
selves obliged  to  seek,  as  they  should  have  op- 
portunity, reparation  for  the  wrongs  already  suf- 
fered, and  security  for  the  future1". 

k  Journals. 

1  Papers,  annexed  to  the  Declaration  of  Parliament,  9  July. 

■  Ibid. 
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Pauw  iii  reply  requested  the  parliament  to  spe-  chap. 
cify  what  was  the  atonement  they  demanded  :  and  C___, 
he  received   in  return  a  communication,  that  the       1652. 

.  /•  t       i  i  Further  ne- 

.statcs  general  must  hrst  discharge  the  expences  godation. 

and  damages  which   the  commonwealth  had  sus- 

© 

tained  through  the  hostile  preparations  and  at- 
tempts of  the  United  Provinces",  and  that,  when 
these  were  paid,  or  security  was  given  for  their 
discharge,  hostilities  might  cease,  and  the  treaty 
go  on  as  before.  The  ambassador  rejoined,  that 
in  a  fair  estimation  it  might  perhaps  be  found  that 

the  damages  the  states  had  suffered  through  the 

©  © 

assaults  of  the  English  were  as  great  as  those  of 
which  the  commonwealth  had  to  complain,  and 
that  the  only  equitable  mode  of  proceeding  would 
be  to  strike  a  balance  between  them". 

But  in  this  state  of  the  negociation  the  ambas-   Amt»ssa. 

°  dors  re- 

sadors received  letters  of  recal  P.   Either  the  Orange  called. 

party  had   gained  a  majority  in  the  states,  or  the 

advocates  of  peace  felt  it  vain  further  to  resist  the 

tide  of  influence  and  of  popular  clamour  that  had 

set  in  against  them.     The  audience  of  leave  of  the 
© 

ambassadors  took  place  on  the  thirtieth  of  June \ 

"  Le  Clcrc  has  committed  in  ihis  place,  p.  315,  a  whimsical  ini-- 
take.  He  says,  il  appears  from  a  paper  in  Milton's  State  Letters, 
that  the  parliament  estimated  their  losses  at  16  billion-,  ;;18  mil- 
lions, 161  thousand,  50  '  pounds  sterling,  with  an  interest  doubling 
the  principal,  a  sum  which,  he  observes,  would  considerably  exceed 
the  purchase-mone)  of  th<  fe<  simple  of  th<  continent  ol  Europe 
The  amount,  as  il  stands  in  Milton,  is  £1,681,816:1 5:00. 

"  II  U  Cli  re,  ■  rournals, 
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book         On  the  ninth  of  July  the  parliament  published 


in. 


a  declaration,  stating  the  grounds  of  their  dissatis- 
I65i  faction  with  the  government  of  the  United  Pro- 
tionofwar.  vinces,  and  concluding  that  for  the  issue  of  their 
cause  they  now  depended,  not  on  any  policy  or 
strength  of  men,  but  upon  the  goodness  and  as- 
sistance of  God.  In  the  debate  on  Catz's  speech 
in  the  preceding  December,  the  outrages  and  cruel- 
ties exercised  by  the  Dutch  on  the  English  at 
Amboyna  in  1G23  were  mentioned1".  But  the  di- 
plomatical  papers  were  strictly  limited  in  their 
topics  to  the  questions  immediately  at  issue.  Now 
however,  that  the  die  was  cast,  and  the  war  must 
be  undertaken,  the  government  indulged  itself  in 
a  retrospect  to  matters  that  had  hitherto  been  pass- 
ed without  notice.  The  offensive  proceedings  at 
Amboyna  were  spoken  of;  and  it  was  bitterly 
complained  of,  that  the  pretender  to  the  English 
crown  had  been  harboured  in  Holland,  and  the 
expedition  against  Scotland  hatched  at  the  Hague. 
It  was  affirmed  to  be  clear  all  along  that  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  Provinces  had  been  hos- 
tile to  the  commonwealth.  They  had  refused  an 
audience  to  Strickland;  they  had  been  culpably 
remiss  as  to  the  murder  of  Dorislaus ;  they  had 
connived  at  the  indignities  put  upon  St.  John ; 
they  had  fitted  out  one  hundred  and  fifty  ships  of 
war,  pending  the  negociation ;  and  finally  Pauw 


'  Narrative  of  Proceedings  touching  the  Audience,  p.  8, 
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and  the  ambassadors  had  broken  off  the  treaty  by    en  a  p. 

XXIV 

abruptly  demanding-  an  audience  of  leave.  v_       ' 

Some  writers  have  observed   that  there  was  a       1652. 
difficulty  in  deciding  which  party  was  the  aggres-  theaggreft- 


sors. 


sor  in  the  late  action,  the  two  governments  having 
published  accounts  which  completely  contradicted 
each  other  on  that  head9.  But  the  question  may 
perhaps  easily  and  satisfactorily  be  settled.  That 
party  which  with  a  considerable  number  of  ships 
came  into  the  road  where  the  other  with  half  that 
number  were  at  home,  upon  which  the  action  fol- 
lowed, must  surely  be  allowed  to  be  the  aggressor. 
That  party  which  sent  to  the  adversary  a  messen- 
ger of  rank  to  apologise  for  what  had  passed,  must 
certainly  be  the  aggressor.  That  party  which  ex- 
cused what  had  occurred,  as  the  result  of  accident 
and  mistake,  was  no  doubt  the  aggressor.  The 
speculations  therefore  of  Hume,  Rapin,  and  other 
historians,  as  to  the  motives  of  the  English  for  en- 
tering into  the  war,  and  which  party  among  them, 
the  statesmen  or  the  leaders  of  the  army,  were  its 
authors,  are  entirely  nugatory  and  inapplicable. 

The  proper  authors  of  the  war  were  the  Orange  y>oVlcy  of 
party  in  Holland.  The  rulers  of  the  commonwealth  j^^f* 
of  England  acted  on  one  uniform  system  through-  ment 
out.     They  desired  peace,  but  were  not  afraid  of 
war.     They  aimed  at  an  entire  union   with  the 
Dutch  republic.    They  would  probably  have  been 


Hume,  Chap.  LX. 
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1652. 


contented  with  such  a  peace  as  De  Wit  recom- 
mended, a  peace  on  the  basis  of  that  concluded 
with  the  then  oovcrnors  of  the  Netherlands  in  1495. 
At  the  same  time  it  must  not  be  denied  that  they 
were  sufficiently  haughty.  They  were  not  inclined 
to  temporise,  and  still  less  to  suffer  themselves  to 
be  insulted.  They  aimed  at  a  Roman  character, 
and  scarcely  desired  any  thing  more  ardently  than 
to  cause  the  name  of  England  to  be  every  where 
treated.with  respect*.  The  abundant  way  in  which 
they  issued  letters  of  marque  was  sufficiently  pe- 
remptory. The  act  of  navigation,  a  proceeding 
at  that  time  altogether  new,  was  a  measure  of  a 
very  arbitrary  character. 

The  event  of  the  battle  of  Worcester  served 
immediately  to  enrol  the  parliament  of  England 
among  the  permanent  governments  of  Europe. 
Christina,  queen  of  Sweden,  sent  a  public  minis- 
ter, whose  credential  letters  were  dated  on  the 
twenty-sixth  of  September".  The  king  of  Den- 
mark did  the  same,  a  little  later w.  The  Dane  how- 
ever followed  up  his  act  of  sending  a  mere  resi- 
dent, by  commissioning  two  ambassadors  extraor- 
dinary to  negociate  a  commercial  treaty  with  the 
English  commonwealth".     But  in  the  mean  time 


'  Cromwel  said  on  one  occasion,  he  hoped  he  should  make  the 
name  of  an  Englishman  as  great  as  ever  that  of  a  Roman  had  been. 
Burnet,  Own  Time,  Book  I. 

'■'  Journals,  Jan.  23.  w  Ibid,  Mar.  10. 

Journals,  "Way  19, '26.     Milton,  Litrnr  Senatus  Anglicani. 
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the  misunderstanding;  broke  out  between  England    chap. 
and   the  United  Provinces  ;  and  the  Dutch  were    v        ^ 
enabled   by  some  means  to  prevail  on  the  Dane,       i6Sa 
to  recal  his  ambassadors,  to  shut  us  out  from  the  bassadors 
passage  of  the  Sound,  and  to  detain  the  English  rct 
merchant-ships  that  happened  to  be  in  the  harbour 
of  Copenhagen  >". 

It  is  easy  to  imagine  the  spirit  in  which  the  Sanguine 
war  began  between  the  English  and  the  Dutch,  donfof  the 
The  latter  were  at  this  time  lords  of  the  world  Dutcb* 
upon  their  native  element,  the  ocean.  They  were 
in  the  full  vigour  of  their  strength,  and  had  never 
yet  by  sea  felt  the  breath  of  a  calamity.  They 
therefore  looked  with  contempt  and  impatience  on 
the  proud  style  the  commonwealth  had  assumed. 
Our  navy  was  comparatively  nothing :  theirs  co- 
vered the  ocean  with  their  sails z.  They  consi- 
dered besides,  that  ours  was  an  infant  government, 
kept  up  in  opposition  to  the  sense  of  the  majority 
of  its  subjects,  which  had,  it  is  true,  been  uniformly 
successful  in  its  exploits  by  land,  but  which,  by 
those  very  exploits,  had  been  exhausted  in  its  re- 
sources. England  would  not  dare  at  such  a  mo- 
ment to  call  on  its  inhabitants  for  fresh  supplies. 
The  commonwealth  would  inevitably  cower  before 
the  Belgic  lion,  and  the  United  Provinces  would 


y  Journals,  Oct.  14,29.  Thurloc,  p. -217.    Millon,  liters.  Whit 
locke,  Oct.  13.     Heath,  p.  327. 

'  Sidn<      Di  l  Govi   ntnent,  p.  '-.'??. 


394  HISTORY  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 

book    gain  their  cause  without  striking- a  blow:  or,  it' 

in 
.  .   otherwise,  the  genius  and  energy  of  the  Dutch 

it  navy  would  soon  put  an  end  to  our  rash  hostilities. 

Charles  the  Alreadvthe  Orano-e  partv  and  the  Stuarts  regarded 
fers°uiem"  this  as  a  medium  for  restoring  Charles  the  Second 
hbservices.  tQ  ^  throne  .  anci  t|ie  exiled  king-  hastened  to 

offer  his  services  to  the  states  o-eneral,  alleo-ino- 
that  he  had  oood  reason  to  believe,  that  manv  of- 
fleers  and  seamen  had  eno-ao-ed  in  the  English 
fleet  merely  that  they  might  have  an  opportunity 
to  serve  him  ;  and  desiring  for  himself  no  other 
command,  than  of  those  English  vessels,  which, 
on  notice  of  his  being:  in  the  fleet,  would  rans;e 
themselves  under  his  standard.  The  states  how- 
ever refused  the  proposal,  feeling  that  the  war, 
which  might  otherwise  speedily  be  terminated, 
would  by  this  means  become  implicated  with  a 
question  to  which  it  was  impossible  to  foresee  an 
issue*, 
vigorous  The  genius  of  England  in  the  cabinet,  and  on 

oTtheEnf!  the  waves,  conquered  all  these  difficulties.  Sir 
Georo-e  Avscoug-h,  an  excellent  naval  officer,  had 
returned  home  from  the  conquest  of  Barbadoes, 
in  the  latter  end  of  Mayb.  Immediately  on  the 
departure  of  the  ambassadors,  Blake  was  ordered 
northward  in  quest  of  the  Dutch  vessels  employed 
in  the  fisheries   off  the  islands  of  Shetland   and 


*  Clarendon,  p.  462,  463. 

1  Whitlocke,  Ma;  29.     Heath,  p.  322. 
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Orknev,  and  Avscough  to  the  south,  to  protect  our    chap. 

*  *  \  Y  T  \" 

trade,  and  annoy  that  of  the  enemy.     The  council    ^_       '. 
of  state  ordered  a  certain  number  of  foot-soldiers  «. 

to  be  drafted  out  of  every  regiment ;  and  five  hun-  di^S'd'raft- 
dred  of  these  were  sent  on  board  Ayscough's  fleet0,  3je0jJ£*rd 
They  were  instantly  brought  into  action,  and  con- 
sequently had  no  time  to   grow  displeased  with 
the   confinement  and  tedium  of  a  sea-farino-  life. 
\\scouoh  had  no  sooner  raised  his  anchor,  than 
he  fell  in  with  a  fleet  of  forty  merchant-men  and 
four  men  of  war,  several  of  which  he  took  or  de- 
stroyed, and  the  rest  he   forced  to  run  ao-round 
on  the  French  coast,  which  was  little  less  destruc- 
tive41.     Blake  on  the  other  hand   fell  in  with  the 
Dutch  fleet  of  fishermen,  under  convoy  of  twelve 
men  of  war  :   he  captured  nine  of  the  convoy,  and 
sunk  three,  and,  having  unladen  the  fishermen  of 
their  freight,  dismissed  the  sailors,  and  sent  them 
home,  whether  with  or  without  their  vessels  we 
are  not  tolde.     He  at  the  same  time  took  three 
homeward-bound  Indiamen  richly  laden.    Tromp 
was  relied  on  by  his  masters  to  defeat  these  enter- 
prises ;  but  by  some  accident  he   wholly  disap- 
pointed their  expectations.      He  approached  sir 
George  Ayscough  in  the  Downs  ;  but  a  dead  calm 
came  on,  and,  when  the  wind  changed,  he  sailed 

'  Whitlocke,  July  3.     Journal?,  July  9.     Le  Clerc,  p.  318,  say? 
four  thousand  soldiers  were  ordered  to  serve  on  board  the  rteets. 
Whitlocke,  July  3,  6.     Clarendon,  p.  461. 
«  Wlntlocke,  Juh   -'4.  51. 
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hook    away  for  the  coast  of  Holland f.      Presently  after, 
v_      _>    ne  proceeded  in  search  of  BlakeS;  but,  when  he 
1 65a       came  up  with  him,  a  storm  arose,  so  furious  that 
lie  was  compelled  to  a  sudden  retreat,  and  out  of 
a  Meet  of  one  hundred  ships  of  war,  reached  the 
road  of  the  Maese  with  only  forty.    The  rest  were 
driven  far  to  the  north,  but  afterwards  recovered11. 
rrompde-        Nothing  can   be   more   mutable  than    popular 
thecom-      clamour  ;  and  that  especially  among  a  people  like 
the  Dutch,  the  mainspring  of  whose  impulses  was 
a  keen  regard  to  their  pecuniary  interests.     A  few 
weeks  before,  the  war  had  been  loudly  and  impa- 
tiently called  for ;  but  no  sooner  did  the  proprietors 
of  the  fisheries  and  the  merchants  feel  the  extent 
of  their  unexpected  losses,  than  they  changed  their 
tone,  and  professed  to  blame  all   those  who  had 
been  concerned  in  producing  it.      Among  these 
Tromp,  who,  under  very  equivocal  circumstances, 
had  been  the  first,  with  the  name  of  an  admiral,  to 
draw  blood  in  the  quarrel,  bore  the  principal  cen- 
sure.    In  addition  to  this  offence,  he  was  charged 
in  the  market-place  of  Amsterdam,  with   having 
culpably  sought  Ayscough  in  the  Downs,  instead 
of  instantly  sailing  north  to  protect  the  fishery  and 
the  homeward-bound  trade.     Tromp  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  give  way  to  the   public  cry ;  and  De 


'  Ibid,  July  12,  13.     Heath,  ubi  supra. 

*  Whitlocke,  July  19,  23,  27. 

h  [bid,  Aug.  11,  18.     Heath,  p.  322,  323.     Lc  Clerc,  p.  321. 
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Ruvter,  a  name  on  the  ocean  not  inferior  to  his,     ch  \  P 

.  XXIV. 

was  appointed  to  command  in  his  stead1.  i    "     _', 

An   engagement  took  place  off  Plymouth  be-       less. 

i  i  tv      Tt  i  l       Second  bat- 

tween  Ayscough  and  De  Kuyter  on  the  sixteenth  de,  off  Ply- 
of  August.  Ayscough  had  forty  ships  ;  De  Ruyter  in°Aug.  k;. 
had  fewer  according  to  the  Dutch  accounts,  and 
certainly  of  inferior  dimensions.  They  state  his 
ships  of  vvar  as  twenty-eight,  two  of  them  carrying 
forty  guns,  with  sixty  merchant-ships.  Possibly 
some  of  these  latter  aided  in  the  battle.  Both 
admirals  fought  with  the  most  determined  bravery. 
The  English  accounts  say  that  the  Dutch  lost  two 
ships  of  war  ;  the  Dutch  that  we  lost  three  :  each 
of  these  statements  is  denied  by  the  opposite  party. 
De  Ruyter  was  obliged  to  send  ten  of  his  ships 
into  dock  to  be  refitted  k.  This  was  the  last  en- 
gagement in  which  Ayscough  was  concerned. 

The  Dutch  government  now  resolved  to  strength-  TWrf  bat. 
en  their  principal  fleet ;  and,  an  admiral  of  the  Knock. 
name  and  family  of  De  Wit,  being  sent  with  forty- 
four  ships  to  join  De  Ruyter,  he,  as  the  senior 
officer,  took  the  command,  De  Ruyter  acting  as 
his  lieutenant.  Their  combined  fleet,  which  is 
stated  by  themselves  as  consisting  of  sixty-four 
ships  of  war,  came  up  with  Blake  on  the  coast  of 
Kent,  who  had  sixty-eight,  in  the  latter  end  of 
September.     Here  a  diilerence  of  opinion  arose 

1  Le  Clerc,  p.  321,3 

k  Whitlocke,  \ug.  10,  11,  H.    Heath,  p.  323.    Le  Clerc,  p.  322, 
323.    Vic  de  M.  de  Ruyter, traduite  de  I'Hollandois  deG.  Brandt, 

I'      17,   I  t    "<:/(/. 
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165'i. 


Blake  cap- 
tures a 
French 
squadron. 
Sept.  6. 


between  the  Dutch  admirals,  De  Ruyter  dissua- 
ding a  buttle,  and  De  Wit  holding  that  it  was  the 
interest  of  his  masters  he  should  immediately  en- 
gage. The  English  ships  were  both  larger,  and 
better  equipped,  than  the  Dutch.  The  battle  was 
fought  with  great  spirit,  but  with  no  decisive 
event.  We  sunk  the  rear-admiral's  ship,  took  that 
officer  prisoner,  and  captured  another  of  their  ves- 
sels. The  Dutch  however,  as  before,  deny  that 
they  lost  a  single  ship.  Meanwhile  the  result 
was  greatly  dissatisfactory  to  the  government  of 
the  United  Provinces.  De  Ruyter  desired  leave 
to  resign  ;  and  admiral  De  Wit  fell  sick  with  vex- 
ation. The  battle  was  fought  on  the  twenty-eighth 
of  September  ;  and  is  called  the  fight  of  the  Ken-> 
tish  Knock1. 

It  was  previously  to  this  battle,  that  some  of 
Blake's  ships  fell  in  with  a  French  fleet,  destined 
to  throw  provisions  into  Dunkirk,  then  besieged 
by  the  Spaniards.  He  took  the  whole  squadron, 
consisting  of  seven  vessels,  the  largest  carrying 
thirty-one,  and  the  smallest  twenty-two  guns;  and 
the  result  of  this  unexpected  disaster,  was  the 
surrender  of  Dunkirk  to  the  besieger  the  next  day, 
being  the  sixth  of  September1 


.  m 


W  hitlocke,  Oct.  5.  Ludlow,  p.  420,  427.  Heath,  p.  320. 
Brandt,  p.  22,  23.  Clarendon,  Heath  and  Echard  hy  mistake  date 
this  action,  October  28. 

m  Britains  Triumphs,  p.  115, 110.     Heath,  p.  325.      Whitlocke, 
Sept.  7.     Henault,  ad  annum,     Clarendon,  p.  463. 
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The  commonwealth  {government  also  sent  cap-    chap. 

•  •  XXIV 

tain  Baddeley  with  four  ships  into  the   Mediter-    ^      _J 
ranean   for  the  protection  of  the    Levant  trade.       1652. 
Here  he  was  attacked  by  eleven  Dutch  ships  of  MwUter.  ' 
war:  the  battle  was  fought  manfully,  and  the  con-  wier. 
test  continued  for  three  days  :  but  he  lost  one  of 
his  frigates  through  the  too  great  enterprise  and 
daring  of  those  who  conducted  her11. 


"  Journals,  Jan.  1 1.     Thurloe,  |>.  219.     Whitlocke,  Oct.  2.     Le 
Clerc. 
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CHAPTER    XXV. 

ACT    OF    OBLIVION. CROMWEL    FAVOURABLE    TO 

GOVERNMENT  BY  A   SINGLE  PERSON,  TO  A  NEW 

PARLIAMENT,  AND  TRIAL  BY  JURY. STRENGTH 

OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH  ARMY. INSTITUTION 

OF  THE  MILITIA  REVIVED.- — REDUCTION  OF  THE 

ARMY. ANIMOSITIES  OF  THE  ARMY  AND  THE 

PARLIAMENT. INTRIGUES  OF  CROMWEL. PE- 
TITION OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF  WAR. ITS  RECEP- 
TION.  CONFERENCE  OF  CROMWEL  AND  WHIT- 
LOCKE. 

book    We  now  return  home  to  consider  the  progress  of 
L       '  J    the  ambition  of  Cromwel.     It  was  a  part  of  his 
1652.       policy,  to  shew  himself  the  forward  promoter  of 
Cromwel.     all  measures  tending  to  the  public  benefit;  and 
accordingly  we  have  seen  that,  on  the  day  that  he 
took  his  seat  after  the  battle  of  Worcester,  a  mo- 
tion was  made  to  accelerate  the  great  measure  of 
establishing  an  equal  representation  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  calling  a  new  parliament.     On  the  con- 
trary the  leaders  of  that  party,  which  had  obtained 
the  name  of  the  statesmen,  had  run  into  the  oppo- 
site extreme  of  a  tardy  proceeding  and  a  procras- 
tinating spirit,  being  desirous  to  make  themselves 
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necessary,  and  knowing-  that  the  affair  of  dissol-    chap. 
ving  the  present  parliament,  and  calling  another,   ^      J_, 
whenever  it  took  place,  would  be  attended  with  a       165& 
severe  crisis  and  agony  to  the  newly  established 
commonwealth. 

No  measure  could  be  more  becoming  in  such  a      1649. 
new  establishment,   than  an  act  of  oblivion  and  itvi!„f  °h" 
pardon,  with  such  limitations  as  might  be  thought  ,)rm,«,,t  •"• 
necessary,  for  all  past  political  offences.    Accord- 
ingly a  vote   was  passed  on  the   twenty-fifth  of 
April  1649,  that  such  a  bill  with  all  expedition 
should  be  brought  ina.     On  the  fifth  of  July  fol- 
lowing the  bill  was  produced,  read  a  first  and  se- 
cond time,  and  referred  to  a  committee  b.   But  from      l65h 
this   day  we  find  no  trace  of  the  measure  in  the   1'l",lR'.1 

J  proceed" 

Journals,  till  the  very  day,  as  before,  when  Crom-  inss- 
wel  took  his  seat  on  his  return  from  the  battle  of 
\\  orcester.  The  motion  for  reviving  the  bill  of 
oblivion  then  immediately  preceded  the  motion  for 
introducing  an  equal  representative.  This  was  on 
the  sixteenth  of  September  1G51C.  The  amend- 
ments from  th'c  committee  were  reported  on  the 
twenty-seventh  of  November*1 ;  and,  after  an  am- 
ple and  minute  discussion  of  its  various  provisions, 
the  bill  finally  passed  into  a  law  on  the  twenty-       1652. 

r        ii       r  T"   l  «i  l'i-  ed  into 

tourtli  ot  February*.  „  |aw. 

The  preamble  of  the  act,  which  of  course  dif-   Preamble, 
fered  extremely  from  any  thing  it  could  have  con- 
tained at  its  first  introduction  in  lb'49,  was  in  this 

'Journals.  !'  Ibid,  '  Ibid.  J  Ibid. 

VOJ..    III.  '1    \) 
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hook  form.  "  The  parliament  of  England,  having  had 
IIL  good  experience  of  the  affections  of  the  people  to 
1652.  the  present  government,  by  their  ready  assistance 
in  its  defence  against  Charles  Stuart,  son  of  the 
late  tyrant,  and  the  forces  lately  invading  the  na- 
tion under  his  command,  and  being  much  afflicted 
with  the  sense  of  the  miserable  and  sad  effects 
which  the  late  unnatural  war  has  produced,  and 
resolving,  next  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  to  make  no 
other  use  of  the  many  victories  the  Lord  in  mercy 
has  vouchsafed  them,  than  a  just  settling  of  the 
peace  and  freedom  of  this  commonwealth,  and 
being-  most  desirous  that  the  minds,  persons  and 
estates  of  all  the  people  of  this  nation  might  be 
composed,  settled  and  secured,  and  that  all  ran- 
cour and  ill-will  occasioned  by  the  late  differences 
might  be  buried  in  perpetual  oblivion,  have  re- 
solved to  do  what  in  them  lies  for  the  obtaining 
this  effect e." 
Provisions.  The  act  goes  on  to  provide  for  a  general  pardon 
of  all  treasons,  felonies  and  misdemeanours,  as 
against  the  government,  and  a  remission  of  all 
pains  of  death,  pains  corporal,  sequestrations  and 
penalties,  suits,  judgments  and  executions.  The 
limit  of  the  pardon  is  to  offences  committed  be- 
fore the  third  of  September  1C51.  The  main  ex- 
ception is  of  the  murderers  of  Dorislaus  and  As- 
cham,  as  well  as  of  Charles  viscount  Mansfield, 


••Scobel,  165 lj  cap!  QT. 
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eldest  son  of  the  earl  of  Newcastle,  and  lord  Go-    en  \  p. 
ring  and  his  two  sons.     It  is  further  provided  that    ^         * 
no  person  shall  have  the  benefit  of  the  act,  without      iest. 
taking-  the  engagement  to  be  true  and  faithful  to 
the  commonwealth  as  now  established,  without 
kino-  or  house  of  lords1". 

It  is  worthy  of  notice  that  there  were  several   Its  clauses 
close  divisions  in  the  later  discussions  of  the  act 
of  oblivion.     These  divisions   were  upon   small 
questions,  but  may  serve  to  mark  the  state  of  par- 
ties, and  to  refute  the  notion  put  forward  a  short 
time  after  by  the  enemies  of  the  parliaments,  that 
all  political  questions  were  previously  settled  out 
of  doors,  and  that  the  house  assembled  in  short 
sittings  only,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  their  sanc- 
tion to  measures  already  determined  on.  One  of  the 
questions  was  of  limiting  the  pardon,  so  as  not  to 
cover  the  estate  of  any  delinquent  omitted  out  of 
his  composition,  or  any  composition  in  which  the 
estate  should  be  found  to  have  been  considerably 
undervalued.     Cromwel  and  Vane  voted  against 
this   limitation,   which    was   rejected1'.     Another 
provided  against  any  rents  or  arrears  payable  into 
the  late  court  of  wards,  beino-  construed  to   be 
discharged  by  this   act.     This   clause   was   sup- 
ported  by  Vane  and  opposed  by  Cromwel'.     It 

rIbid. 

e  Letter  touching  the  Dissolution  of  Parliament ;  see  note  ;it 
the  end  ofChapti  r  XXVIII. 

''  Journals,  Jan.  29  '  Ibid,  Feb.  5. 
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it  o o K     was  rejected.     A  third  related  to  some  arrears  on 
'"_,    the  estate  of  the  earl  of  Stafford.     Cromwel  ap- 
~~v£T     pears   in  all  these  instances  to  have  been   on  the 
side  of  indulgence,  and  his  side  was  always  vic- 
torious, though  in  this  last  case  only  by  a  majority 
of  thirty-seven  to  thirty-six k. 
1651,  The  situation  of  Cromwel,  in  consequence  of 

pSTof  the  battle  of  Worcester  and  its  results,  had  become 
cromwd.  exceedingly  critical.  From  the  day  that  he  was 
appointed  commander  in  chief,  he  was,  from  the 
greatness  of  the  trust  thus  reposed  in  him,  united 
to  his  consummate  intellectual  and  political  talents, 
undoubtedly  the  first  man  in  the  state.  It  was 
somewhat  dangerous  to  contradict  a  man,  so  en- 
dowed,  and  invested  with  such  extraordinary 
powers.  This  danger  however  was  little  adverted 
to  by  his  fellow-statesmen.  They  had  seen,  as 
they  apprehended,  such  abundant  evidence  of  the 
purity  of  his  principles,  and  the  devotedness  of 
his  patriotism,  that,  though  the  command  and  the 
love  of  so  great  and  illustrious  an  army  might  be 
hazardous  instruments  in  the  hands  of  a  bad  man, 
no  such  consequences  were  feared  from  him. 
His  pre-  He  was  now  beyond  all  question  elevated  above 

eminence      a]j  hjs  brethren  in  the  government.     But,  the  par- 

denved  °  * 

from  his      liament  having;  conquered  all  their   enemies  in 

military 

situation,      England,   Scotland   and   Ireland,   the  army,  that 
ilre  tempo-  body  by  means  of  which  he  had   rendered   them 

rarv. 
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such  eminent  services,  was  no  longer  at  all,  or  in    c  u  a  p, 

h 

b 


a  very  small  degree,  necessary.      At  the   head  of 


his  army  Cromwel  was  the  first  of  Englishmen  ;  issi. 
but,  deprived  of  that  support,  there  were  other  lousofthe 
men  in  the  council,  and  particularly  Vane,  that  ^■7,is'in-''' 
would  be  formidable  competitors  of  his  authority.  fluence- 
Vane  and  he,  as  we  have  seen,  did  not  always 
agree.  There,  was  one  man,  and  only  one,  to  whom 
he  could  always  bow,  and  of  whose  talents  and 
virtues,  however  illustrious  he  could  never  be 
jealous,  Ireton.  But  Ireton  was  lately  numbered 
with  the  dead.  And  Cromwel  had  something  too 
elevated  and  decisive  about  him,  and  had  too  long 
exercised  an  uncontroled  military  command,  to 
feel  easy  at  the  idea  of  descending  to  the  level 
plain,  to  have  his  counsels  decided  on  by  the  sum- 
ming up  of  votes,  and  by  possibility  superseded 
for  measures  less  wise  and  beneficent  in  his  opi- 
nion than  those  of  which  he  was  the  advocate. 

There  are  two  considerations  to  be  added  to  His  love  of 
these.     First,   it  is   in  vain   to  deny  that  he  was  powcr: 
touched  with  the  contagion  of  ambition.   We  shall 
hereafter  have  reason  enough  to  sec  that  he  was 
gratified  with  the    externals  of  honour  and   high 
place,      lie   loved  to   hear  the  language  of  pane- 
gyric and  commendation  ;  and  no  man  so  surely 
hears  these,  as  a  king.    Cromwel  therefore  aspired 
to  be  a  king.     Hi  was  stimulated  by  the  love  of  andoi 
lame.     If  he  conferred  benefits  on  his  i  ouutry,  be- 
ing one  onlv  in  a  council  of  statesmen,  it  miffht 
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book  be  disputed  whether  the  nation  owed  these  bene- 
v  1IL  t  fits  to  himself  or  to  others.  If  he  stood  alone,  ele- 
1651.  vated  above  the  rest,  the  question  would  hardly 
admit  of  dispute. 
Hedisap-  Add  to  these  considerations,  that  he  weighed 
Eepoiicy  *n  n*s  lliU1d  tnc  counsels  of  Vane,  and  condemned 
u',^"'  them.  It  is  true  he  brought  with  him  a  temper 
members  of  predisposed  to  censure.     It' he  did  not  find  them 

tbe  council      '  i 

of  state.  wrono',  there  would  be  no  room  for  him  to  inter- 
fere.  And  nothing  is  more  certain,  than  that  al- 
most all  men  are  strongly  inclined  to  believe  that, 
which  interest  or  personal  advantage  recommends 
to  their  belief.  The  members  of  the  present  coun- 
cil of  state  were  disposed  to  temporise  in  two  mo- 
mentous questions,  trial  by  jury,  and  the  calling 
a  new  parliament.  Cromwel  judged  that  they 
were  censurably  timid  in  this.  It  is  obvious  to 
suppose,  that  he  thought  they  were  secretly  in- 
fluenced in  this  sentiment  by  a  regard  to  their 
own  interests.  We  have  seen  accordingly  that  one 
of  the  questions  brought  forward  by  him  the 
very  day  that  he  returned  from  the  battle  of 
Worcester,  was  that  of  calling  a  new  parliament. 
To  Cromwel  therefore  we  are  at  least  bound 
to  yield  the  praise,  that  the  measures  he  was  so 
earnest  to  bring  to  the  test,  were  measures  of  a  li- 
beral nature,  and  inexpressibly  dear  to  the  lovers 
of  freedom. 

Hisspcci-         It  must  not  be  supposed  however  that  the  whole 

ousnessaml  c    r~i  ,,  ,..  i-i  j 

address.       extent  ol   Lromwels  ambition   was  disclosed   at 
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once.   If  it  had  been  so,  he  would  never  have  sue-    c  h  a  p. 
ceeded  in  his  purposes.     He  deluded  the  party  of   ^'_'    '  J 
the  statesmen  for  a  considerable  time  :   he  did  not       mot. 
break  with  them  at  once:  sometimes  they  appeared 
to  differ,  and  then  again  to  agree  :   least  of  all  could 
they  anticipate  the  astounding-  scene,   which  was 
acted  in  April  1C53.     It  was  necessary  also  to  his 
success,  that  he  should  be  supported  by  a  consi- 
derable party.     This  he   managed  with  unparal- 
leled speciousness  and  extraordinary  address.  The 
most  eminent  of  his  supporters  in  his  hostility  to 
the  parliament,  were  men  irreconcilably  averse  to 
the  confiding  any  considerable  portion  of  the  powers 
of  government  to  the  hands  of  a  single  person. 

The  number  of  men  in  arms  under  the  direction   strength  of 

a  .1      Ti       1  •   i  11  i  t',e  com- 

of  the  hnghsh  government  had  never  been  so  great  m0nwealth 
as  at  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Worcester.      Exclu-  arm) 
sively  of  the  forces  on  actual  service  in  Ireland, 
Cromwel  had  now  under  his  command  thirty  re- 
giments of  horse,   one  of  dragoons,   and  eighteen 
of  foot1  :   which,  computing  by  the  standard  of  Fe- 

1  The  names  of  the  colonels  were:  of  horse,  Cromwel,  Fleetwood, 
Lambert,  Harmon,  Desborough,  Whalley,  Rich,  Tomliuson,  Twis- 
lcton,  Lilburne,  Okey,  Hacker,  Saunders,  r.rnx,  Grosvenor,  Blun- 
dcl,  Alured  and  Lidcot;  and  of  foot,  Cromwel,  Lambert,  Dean, 
Monk,  tngoldsby,  Pride,  Barkstead,  Fairfax,  Goffe,  Haselrig,  sir 
Hardres  Waller,  Hayne,  Fenwick,  Overton,  Daniel,  Ashfield,Coop  r, 
Cobbet,  Fitch,  Read,  Alured,  Gibbon,  West,  Bennet,  sir  William 
Constable,  Duckenfield,  Wauton,  Philip  Jones  and  Syler.  'Hi' 
name  of  Ovi  nun  -lands  to  two  regiments  oi'  foot.  Journals,  Oct. .'. 
Two  preceding  lists  have  been  given  it  Vol.  I,  p  W6,  mdVol  II, 
p.  190,  I'M. 
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book  l>ruary  1G4S,  amounted  to  ten  thousand  four  bun- 
.  '  dred  and  forty  horse,  and  twenty-four  tliousand 
1651.  foot:  they  certainly  rather  exceeded,  than  fell  short 
institution  of,  this  number™.  The  institution  of  the  militia 
litbn.."  had  fallen  into  disuse  during-  the  civil  war,  the 
med'  militia  regiments  having-  been  mero-ed  in  the  re- 

o-ulars.     This  institution  had  been  handed  down 
to  us  from  our  Saxon  ancestors,   and  consisted  of 
a  certain  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  every  coun- 
ty, chosen  by  lot  for  three  years,  officered  by  the 
lord  lieutenant,  the  deputy  lieutenants,  and  prin- 
cipal landholders,   who  were  exercised  for  a  few 
days  in  each  year,  and  were  not  compellable  to 
march  out  of  their  own  counties,  except  in  cases 
of  invasion  or  rebellion".      On  the  ceasing  of  the 
civil  war,  this  institution  was  revived  by  an  act  of 
the  eleventh  of  July  1C50,  and  again  of  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  January  1G51  °.    Each  of  these  acts  was 
in  force  for  six   months,  and  the  last  appears  to 
The  army     have  been  suffered  to  expire.     In  contemplation 
however  of  the  Scottish  invasion,  three  thousand 
horse,  and  one  thousand  dragoons,  for  six  months, 
were  voted  to  be  added  to  the  forces  in  lieu  of  the 
militia  on  the  eighth  of  April  P  ;  and  four  thousand 
The  militia  foot,  for  three  months,  on  the  first  of  August  i.   On 
the  twelfth,  intelligence  of  an  actual  invasion  being 
received,  an  act  passed  through  all  its  stages  in 


'    See  above,  Vol.  II,  p.  504  ;  an<l  j»,  64  of  the  present  volume. 
n  Blacks  Book  T,  Cha]  n  Scobel. 

...  Ibid. 
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that  one  day,   for  reviving  and  renewing  the  ex-    chap. 
pi  red  act  concerning-  the  militia,   to  continue  in    v  _      ' 
force  till   the  first  of  December1";  and  it  appears,       \65\. 
that  the  regiments  of  militia,   being  every  where 
in  arms,  hindered  the  king's  friends  from  assem- 
bling to  support   him9.     Three   regiments  of  vo-  Volunteers 
lunteers  were  also  raised,   to  be  employed  on  the 
present  emergence'. 

But  no  sooner  was  the  battle  gained,  than  the   Reduction 

i  -it  i  .     ,        of  the  mili- 

government  began  to  consider  how  the  army  might  tary  esta- 
be  reduced,  and  the  expences  of  the  state  dimi-  lblim 
nished.  On  the  ninth  of  September,  the  sixth  day 
after  the  battle,  it  was  voted,  that  the  parliament 
should  immediately  take  into  consideration  how 
to  decrease  thechargeof  the  commonwealth".  And, 
on  the  day  following,  it  was  resolved  that  the  four 
thousand  horse  and  dragoons,  taken  into  pay  in 
lieu  of  the  militia  for  six  months,  should  at  the 
expiration  of  that  time  be  disbanded  ;  and  that 
the  four  thousand  foot,  taken  into  pay  for  three 
months  by  a  vote  of  the  third  of  August,  should 
also  be  discharged w.  On  the  eleventh  a  list  was 
laid  before  parliament,  of  all  the  garrisons  at  that 
time  maintained  in  England:  and  on  the  sixteenth, 
the  day  that  Cromwel  took  his  seat,  it  was  referred 
to  the  council  of  state,  to  consider  what  forces  were 
necessary  to  be  kept  up  for  the  safety  of  the  com- 


1  Ibid.  <  llarendon,  p.  lor;.     Echarri. 

'  Journals,  Aug   i  '.,  in  n  'I-  Fournals 
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book    moil  wealth,  and  what  might  be  dispensed  withx. 
v _,    In  consequence,  on  the  second  of  October,  it  was 

1651.  determined,  that  five  regiments  of  foot  [Gibbon's, 
W  est's,  Bonnet's,  Philip  Jones's  and  Syler's],  and 
thirty  single  companies,  should  be  disbanded,  and 
three  regiments  of  horse  [Blundel's,  Alured's  and 
Lidcot's*].  The  garrisons  were  also  reduced z. 
The  army  was  left  at  an  establishment  of  about 
twenty-rive  thousand  ;  and  the  savings  were  com- 
puted at  thirty-five  thousand  pounds  per  month. 
This  reduction  was  certainly  moderate :  and  the 
council  and  the  commander  in  chief  appear  to  have 
proceeded  in  perfect  concert  in  the  adoption  of 
these  measures.  An  act  was  passed  in  the  close 
of  the  year  for  an  assessment  of  ninety  thousand 
pounds joer  month  for  the  maintenance  of  the  forces 
in  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  to  be  in  force 
for  six  months a. 

1652.  Things   continued   on  much  the  same  footino- 

Petilion  of      ,  ,         _  p 

the  council  during  the  first  rive  months  of  the  following  year. 
On  the  twenty-seventh  of  January  a  petition  was 
presented  from  the  council  of  war  to  the  parlia- 
ment; a  thing  of  ill  example  from  officers  with 
swords  in  their  hands c.  But  this  related  merely 
to  arrears  due  to  the  army  in  Scotland d.  It  was 
referred  to  the  committee  of  parliament  for  mili- 


x  Ibi(l-  »  Ibid.  '  Journals,  Oct.  2, 7. 

1  Ibid,  Dec.  16,  17,  19.  Scobel.  h  Journals. 

Whitlocke,  Ana.  13.  d  Journals,  Apr.  7. 
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tary  affairs*  ;  and,  by  their  recommendation,  a  bill  c  11  a  p. 

was  passed  on  the  seventh  of  April,  directing  the  ^'_'    '  , 
application  of  one   hundred   and  fifty   thousand       165& 

pounds  to  the  discharge  of  those  arrears f.      In  the  Regiments 

7,,..  .     .  1111  j*  r  of  Cromwel 

following  month  it  was  resolved,  by  the  advice  ot  and  in- 
the  council  of  state,  as  necessary  for  more  erTec-  ^^J. " 
tually  carrying  on  the  service  of  the  common- 
wealth, that  the  two  regiments  of  foot  commanded 
by  Cromvvel  and  Ingoldsby,  should  be  recruited 
to  twelve  hundred  men  each,  for  a  time  not  ex- 
ceeding three  months s.  This  seems  to  have  had 
reference  to  the  war  with  Holland.  It  was  in 
the  following  month  that  Cromwel  declined  the 
prolongation  of  his  commission  of  lord  lieutenant 
of  Ireland;  and  on  the  ninth  of  July  that  Fleet- 
wood was  appointed  to  the  chief  command  of  the 
forces  in  that  country h.  Five  days  later,  it  was 
resolved  that  the  foot-regiments  of  Cromwel  and 
Ingoldsby  should  be  raised  from  twelve  to  sixteen 
hundred  men  each,  for  a  period  not  exceeding 
three  months'. 

Meanwhile  it  was  somewhat  earlier  than  this,   Afurthei 

,  .  i  i  •        n>   •  •     i  •      i-  r  i       reduction 

that  the  public  anairs  gave  indications  ot  approach-  proposed. 
ing  to  a  crisis.     The  establishment  of  the  army 
had  been  fixed  in  the  preceding   December  for 
half-a-year,  computing  from  the  twenty-fifth  of  that 
month  k  ;  and,  as  this  period  drew  towards  a  close, 


1  Ibid,  M.ir.  12.  r  Journals.  *  Journals,  Ma)  SI. 

h  s.  •  .  p.  .;.m      i  Journals,  July  14.     k  Journals,  Dec.  19 
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book    it  was  voted,   that  it  be  referred  to  the  council  of 

^_     *  j   slate,  upon  conference  with  the  lord  general,  and 

1652.      .sueli  other  persons  as  they  should  think  lit,  to  take 

into  consideration  the  garrisons  and  forces  in  Enff- 

land   and  Scotland,   and  how  some  considerable 

retrenchment  might  be  made  of  the  present  charge 

with  safety  to  the  commonwealth1. 

Postponed        Three  days  after  this,  a  letter  was  received  from 

Oil  a  ii  pre-  ill  11  mi 

Bentation      Cromwel,   addressed  to  the  speaker"1.      1  he  con- 
Jli.1  tents  of  this  letter  are  not  upon  record.     But,  from 

what  followed  it  may  reasonably  be  conjectured 
that  his  letter  was  hostile  to  further  retrenchments 
to  be  made  at  this  period.  The  parliament  for 
the  present  judged  it  prudent  to  comply  with  the 
general.  The  supply-bill  was  brought  in,  with 
the  amount  in  blank,  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  May, 
and  the  question  of  retrenchments  was  moved  on 
the  following  day".  But,  without  further  notice 
being  taken  of  the  subject,  the  blank  was  filled  up 
with  the  former  sum  of  ninety  thousand  pounds 
per  month";  and  the  bill  in  this  state  passed  into 
a  law  on  the  fifteenth  of  June1'. 

1  Ibid,  June  2.     "'  Ibid,  June  5.     "  Journals.     °  Ibid,  June  8. 

p  Journals.  It  deserves  to  be  remarked,  that  it  was  precisely  at 
this  period  that  Milton  addressed  two  sonnets  to  the  two  great 
statesmen  of  the  day,  Cromwel  and  Vane.  That  to  the  latter  was 
sent  on  tbc  third  of  July.  (Lite  of  Vane,  by  Sikes,  p.  93.)  By 
thus  complimenting  each  with  an  impartial  pen,  the  poet  was  will- 
ing to  contribute,  as  far  as  was  in  his  power,  to  the  composing  the 
fatal  differences,  which  were  now  on  the  point  of  breaking  out  be- 
tween them. 
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Tlie  question  respecting-  retrenchments  was  re-    chap. 
vived  on  the  twelfth  of  August.     It  was  then  re-   ^'       ", 
solved,   that  it  be  referred  to  the  council  of  state,       i«52. 
with  all  convenient  speed  to  give   an  account  of 
the  former  vote  respecting  the  retrenchment  of  the 
forces^. 

But  by  this  time  Cromwel  was   fully  prepared   Cromwd 

l   •  Tri  liii     PrePares  to 

to  meet  his  opponents.      He  knew  that  he  could   resist, 
not  stand  alone,  and  that,  if  he  wished  to  put  down, 
or  to  overrule   and  dictate   to  the  parliament,  he 
must  take  care  to  have  a  strong  party  to  back  him 
in  his  enterprise.     There  were  now  but  two  par-  Advan- 
ces, actively  concerned  and  influential  in  the  go-  sessedby 
vernment  of  England :  the  party  of  the  parliament,  Jj  Sffit^ 
and  that  of  the  army.     The  first  of  these  naturally  ment- 
carried  the  weight  of  law  and  prescription,  so  far 
as  these  principles  were  at  this  time  in  act  and 
operation,  in  their  favour.     They  had,  to  reinforce 
their  pretensions,   the  reputation  of  ability,  and 
the  advantages   attendant  on  success.     But  they   Itsunpo- 
had  a  formidable  array  of  obloquy  and  ill-will  to 
contend  with.      England  was  under  a  form  of  go- 
vernment that  may  be  considered  in  many  respects 
as   totally  new.     The   monarchy   was  gone ;   the 
peerage,  as  a  corporate  body,   was  extinct ;  and 
the  people  were  not  represented.     The  collection 
of  men  which  called  itself  the  parliament,  was  no 
more  than  an  hundred,    or  an  hundred  and  fifty 


*•  Journals. 
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book    individuals,  the  remains  of  that  illustrious  assem- 

v '_,    bly  which  met  in  November  1640,  whom  chance 

1652.       had  left  after  a  multitude  of  successive  desertions, 
purgings  and  proscriptions.  Nothing  can  be  more 
obvious  than  the  contempt  into  which  such  a  body 
of  men  must  fall  with  the  unthinking  many.      In 
their  haughty  pretence  to  be  the  representatives 
of  the  people  of  England,   they  were  a  palpable 
usurpation.     And  who  would  not  say,  and,  hear- 
ing it,   who  would  not  believe,  that  they  were  a 
contemptible  body  of  tyrants,  regarding  nothing 
but  their  selfish  and  sordid  interests,  grasping  all 
power  with  an  indiscriminate  and  unsparing  hand, 
dividing  among  themselves  the  profits,  the  opu- 
lence and  the  good  things  of  their  country,  and 
determined  never  to  resign  their  power  so  long  as 
the  indionation  of  Englishmen  would  endure  their 
wretched  monopoly? 
Complete-        The  army  in  many  respects  bore  a  character  as 
characterof  high  and  unsoiied,  as  that  of  the  parliament  was 
the  army,     deformed   with   wrecks,  and  tarnished   with   the 
imputation  of  a  groveling  selfishness.     They  were 
unequalled  in  discipline,  and  every  where  crowned 
with  success.     They  were  moral,  sober,  patriotic 
and  religious.    They  loved  their  country,  and  had 
passed  through  hardships,  dangers,  wounds  and 
death  for  its  preservation,   its  advantage,  and  its 
liberties.     They   were   inspired   with   an   earnest 
spirit  of  religion,  which  raised  them  above  all  low 
and  ignoble  thoughts. 
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But  this  is  not  the  only  view  in  which  we  are    chap. 
bound  to  consider  them.     Cromwel  had  to  talk  to    ^      \, 
themselves  of  their  own  virtues ;  and  in  this  he      1652. 
was  secure  of  a  favourable  hearing-.     He  spoke  to  adTre™ed  S 
them  of  their  sufferings  and  of  their  achievements.  Cromwell 
He  appealed   to  them  for  the   integrity  of  their 
hearts.     He  reminded  them  of  the  purity  and  dis- 
interestedness of  their  public  spirit.     He  called 
to  witness  each  man  for  himself,  and  for  what  he 
knew  of  his   brother-soldiers,  that  there  was  no 
baseness  in  their  patriotism.     Such,  he  said,  was 
by  no  means  the  case  with  the  statesmen.     The 
soldiers  laboured  ;  and  these  men  entered  into  the 
fruits  of  their  labours.     They  divided  the  good 
things  of  the  public  among  them,  and  enjoyed  all 
in  dangerless  and  womanlike  security.  Conscious 
of  these   advantages,  while   they  lived  upon  the 
hardly  procured   earnings  of  the  poor  man,   they 
would  never  lay  down  their  authority.     They  had 
been  tried   now  for  nearly  four  years  in  the  form 
of  a  commonwealth  ;  but,   while  they  pretended 
to  be  the  advocates  of  equal  representation  and 
successive  parliaments,  they  were  as  far  from  as- 
senting to  their  own  dissolution,  as  they  had  been 
on  the  day  of  the  king's  sentence. 

There  is  a  striking  contrast  between  the  struggle  Their  pe.- 
of  the  army  against  the  parliament  now,   and  the  a\BJi0™ 
struo-o-lc  which  had  occurred  in  1G47.     Then  all 
had  been  tumult  and  anarchy-      The  private  sol- 
dier was  secretly  spurred  on  by  his  officers  to  get 
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book    up  tor  himself.     The   private  soldiers  assembled 

^ _,   in  unauthorised  meetings,  and  chose  themselves 

1652.  agitators.  The  great  body  of  the  army,  or  a  con 
siderable  part  of  it,  looked  with  an  eye  of  jealousy 
and  alienation  upon  those  who  were  authorised  to 
command  them.  Mutiny  spread  with  a  swift  con- 
tagion on  all  sides  :  the  soldiers  took  up  arms  to 
redress  their  own  wrongs,  both  before  and  after 
the  king's  death  :  and  scarcely  any  tiling  but  the 
undaunted  temper  and  the  exquisite  address  of 
Cromwel  would  have  been  sufficient  to  restore 
tranquillity.  Now  the  private  soldier  moved  not; 
there  were  no  clandestine  meetings  and  consul- 
tations ;  they  placed  an  implicit  reliance  on  their 
officers,  and  felt  an  entire  conviction  of  their  in- 
tegrity. 
Their  con-  Experience  doubtless  had  some  share  in  pro- 
theLr offi-  ducing  tliis  difference.  The  private  soldier  knew 
rors-  himself  better,  and   had  more  confidence  in  the 

sincere  heart  and  pure   patriotism  of  his  officer. 
Cromwel  stood  much  higher  in  the  eye  and  ap- 
prehension of  the  military.     Principally  through 
his  prowess  Ireland  had  been  subdued,  and  Scot- 
land.   He  was  commander  in  chief.     He  had  won 
the  battle  of  Dunbar;  he  had  won   the  battle  of 
Worcester, 
importance       Another  memorable  difference   in  the  present 
onTilark,   case  was>  tnat  tnere  was  no  king,   for  the  friends 
the  First,     0f  liberty  to  fear,   or  who  was  at  hand  to  corrupt 

while  a  \n\-  . 

.oner.         the  frail  and  the  irresolute.     Charles  the  First,  as 
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we   have  seen,  desolate  unci  a  prisoner,   was  still    chap. 
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formidable.  He  was  the  hereditary  monarch,  and  1 "  ^ 
had  the  prejudice  of  ages  in  his  favour.  He  had  igj2. 
at  all  times  a  strong  party,  at  first  avowed,  after- 
wards concealed.  No  one  could  tell  how  soon, 
either  by  intrigue,  conspiracy,  or  the  reaction  of 
the  public  mind  stimulated  by  ancient  predilec- 
tions, he  might  be  restored  to  all  his  prerogatives. 
He  had  in  truth  mines  of  wealth  to  bestow,  when 
he  was  without  a  shilling,  and  storehouses  of  titles, 
honours  and  greatness,  when  all  that  was  visible 
of  him  was  his  "grey,  discrowned  head/'  The 
soldiers  therefore  never  could  firmly  persuade 
themselves,  that  there  was  not  some  juggle  going 
on  between  the  king  and  their  commanders  ;  everj' 
time  they  visited  him,  the  wounds  of  jealousy 
rankled  anew ;  every  indulgence  they  granted  or 
promised  him,  was  a  new  indication  of  treachery. 

The  things  that  are  here  put  down,  slowly  and  Difficult 
by  parcels  only,  received  utterance  from  Cromwcl.  Jc^mVei 
He  had  a  difficult  part  to  play,  which  required  all  y'oplay 

1  1       J  '  t.  on  the  pre- 

his  address  in  the  performance.  He  had  pureed  Ben.t 
the  house  of  commons  in  December  1648  with 
unsparing  severity.  The  present  members  of  par- 
liament were  all  independents.  No  man  had  been 
allowed  to  sit  in  the  house  without  taking  the  en- 
gagement ;  and,  beside  this,  there  was  a  commit- 
tee of  sure  and  faithful  men,  to  decide  upon  each 
member's  character  and  dispositions,  before  he  was 
permitted  to  take  the  engagement.  Several  mem- 
vol.  in.  2  1 


oc- 
casion. 
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book    hers,  who  had  disapproved  the  proceedings  against 

.  '  the  king,  and  on  that  account  had  absented  them- 
\r,.vj.  selves,  Vane  and  St.  John  in  particular,  had  been 
brought  back  by  the  special  invitation  of  Crom- 
wel.  It  was  with  an  ill  grace  that  he,  who  had 
had  so  considerable  a  part  in  forming  and  limiting 
this  assembly,  could  load  them  with  accusations, 
and  bring  against  them  the  imputation  of  sinister 
views  and  private  ambition.  He  affected  at  least 
to  feel  the  greatest  pain  at  the  thought ;  and,  as 
he  afterwards  expressed  himself  in  that  very  point, 
"  sought  the  Lord  night  and  day,  that  he  would 
rather  slay  him  than  put  him  upon  this  work1-." 

Am  by  The  officers  were  themselves  to  be  deceived. 

succeeded.  They  had,  almost  all  of  them,  a  rooted  aversion  to 
the  government  of  a  single  person.  Cromwel  there- 
fore had  first  to  convince  them  that  Vane  and  Brad- 
shaw  and  Marten,  the  great  apostles  of -the  repub- 
lican school,  and  whom  he  had  taught  them  to 
look  upon  with  implicit  reverence,  were  dishonest, 
and  next  to  purge  himself  from  the  imputation  of 
personal  motives,  and  every  alloy  of  the  love  of 
greatness  and  the  love  of  power.  By  degrees,  by 
multiplied  protestations  of  the  purity  of  his  views 
and  a  self-denying  temper,  and  by  an  apparent 
frankness,  and  the  manifestations  of  a  fervent  zeal, 
he  succeeded,  and  formed  to  himself  a  party  as 
strong,  and  as  completely  moulded  to  his  sugges- 


'  Ludlow,  p.  457. 
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tions  and  his  will,  as  the  boldness  of  his  purposes    chap. 
,                                                                            xxv. 
required.  v _, 

On  the  twelfth  of  August,  the  very  day  that  the       i65i2. 
question  of  retrenchments  was  revived  in  the  house  titk>n  of  [he 
of  commons,  a  council  of  officers  was  held  at  White-  ^r"0'1  °f 
hall9,  and  the  next  day  a  petition  was  presented 
by  them  to  the   parliament1,  which  no  longer  li- 
mited its  view  to   their   own  particular  concerns, 
but  comprehended  a  general  survey  of  the  affairs 
of  the  nation. 

It  began  with  stating  that,  having  had  divers  its  con- 
meetings  to  seek  the  Lord,  and  to  speak  of  the 
great  things  God  had  done  for  the  commonwealth, 
it  had  been  set  on  their  hearts  as  their  duty,  to 
offer  such  things  in  behalf  of  their  country,  as  in 
their  judgments  and  consciences  might  tend  to  its 
peace  and  well  being.  In  pursuance  of  this  de- 
sign they  therefore  had  with  one  consent  thought 
fit  humbly  to  present  to  the  house  the  following 
particulars,  desiring  they  might  be  taken  into  early 
and  serious  consideration.  First,  that  speedy  and  Prays  for  a 
effectual  means  might  be  taken  for  the  propagation  religion: 
of  the  gospel,  that  profane,  scandalous  and  igno- 
rant ministers  might  be  ejected,  and  men  approved 
for  godliness  and  gifts  encouraged,  that  a  conve- 
nient maintenance  might  be  provided  for  them, 
and  the  unequal,  troublesome  and  contentious  way 

of  tithes  be  taken  away.     Secondly,  that  a  speedy  for  a  re- 
form in  l!,c 
— |aWj 

'  Several  Proceedings,  No.  L51.  '  Journals.   Whitlocke. 

2  i  -2 
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and  effectual  course  might  be  pursued  for  the  re- 
gulation of  law,  in  matter,  form  and  administration, 
1652.      in   all    particulars   in    which    it    was    needlessly 
vexatious,  or  burthensome  to   the   people.     For 
this  purpose  they  recommended  that  the  results 
already  agreed  on   by  the  committee  appointed 
for  that  end  might  be  without  delay  taken   into 
consideration,  and  that  the  committee  might  be 
in  persons    encouraged  to  proceed.     Thirdly,  that  a  speedy 
j"  l1,'f,'hlK      and  effectual  course  might  be  taken  by  act  of  par- 
liament or  otherwise,  that  such  as  were  profane, 
scandalous  or  disaffected  in  all  places  of  authority 
and  public  trust  might  be  removed,  and  their  places 
filled  with  men  of  good  public  affections  and  blame- 
less lives  :   it  being  the  desire  of  all  good  men,  that 
the  magistrates,  and  such  as   have  public  trust, 
might  be  men  of  truth,  fearing  God,  and  hating 
in  the         covetousness.     Fourthly,  that  a  committee  might 
the  «cbe,    °e  appointed  in  each  county  to  redress  the  abuses 
infavourof  of  the  excise.     Fifthly,  that  such  as  had  freely 
SBf"    lent  on  the  public  faith,  or  deeply  suffered  for 
their  constant  and  good  affections  to  the  public 
might  be  considered,  and  a  way  found  out  to  give 
them  satisfaction,  and,  first  of  all,  the  poorer  sort, 
who  were  not  able  to  subsist  without  it;  and  this 
to  be  chiefly  regarded,  before  any  more  of  the  re- 
ofthear-     venue  should  be  given  to  particular  persons.  The 
Sdfeifand  sixtn  ancl  seveiltn  articles  related  to  the  arrears  of 
articles        tne  soldier,  and  the  articles  of  war  granted  to  the 

granted  to  '  ° 

the  enemy,    enemy,  which  were  by  all  means  to  be  made  good. 
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Eiffhthlv,  that  the  whole  revenue  of  the  state  might   chap. 
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be  brought  into  one  treasury,  and  the  account  of  ,  " 
receipts  and  disbursements  be  published  yearly  or      less. 

TVT-ii  i  •  i      c     i  That  there 

half-yearly.  Ninthly,  that,  in  regard  ot  the  pre-  might  be 
sent  great  affairs  of  the  parliament,  a  committee  tl"a°rry. 
might  be  appointed  of  persons  not  members,  to  Against 

°  r  r  L  .  monopolies 

consider  of  the   charge  and   inconvenience  that  and  unne- 
arose  to  the  commonwealth  from  monopolies,  plu-  piacS 
ralities  of  places  of  profit,  unnecessary  places,  and 
large  salaries.    Tenthly,  that  a  way  might  be  con-  A°aill3t 
sidered  of  for  a  thorough  and  effectual  suppressing  and  beg- 
of  all  vagabonds  and  common  beggars,  by  setting  c 
to  work  such  as  were  capable,  and  providing  for 
the  subsistence  of  such  as  through  age  and  de- 
crepitude   were    unable    to     relieve    themselves. 
Eleventhly,  that  effectual  provision  might  be  made,  Against 
that  such  as  had  served  the  parliament  in  the  late  corpora-*" 
wars  should  not  be  bereaved  of  the  fruits  of  their  { 
industry  by  the  exclusive  nature  of  several  cor- 
porations.    Tvvelfthlv,  that,  for  the  public  satis-  Forme- 

r  ^  ....  ,       cessive  par- 

faction  of  the  good  people  of  tnis  nation,  speedy  luments, 

.  -ii         tic  i  \-  n  a,,(l  pious 

consideration   might    be    had    ot   such   qualitica-  andfeithfui 
tions  for  future  and   successive  parliaments,   as  j^1''^""" 
should  tend  to  the   election  only  of  such  as  were 
pious,  and  faithful  to  the  interest  of  the  common- 
wealth0. 

The   persons   by  whom  this   petition  was   pre-   [tsrecep- 
sented  were  commissary-general  ^  halley,  colo- 
iii  Is  Hacker,  Barkstead,  Okey  and  Goffe,  and  lieu- 


tion. 
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book  tenant-colonel  Worsley w.  Tlie  petition  was  re- 
L  __,  ceived  with  every  token  of  deference  and  consi- 
1652.  deration.  Many  members  were  dissatisfied  with 
the  proceeding-,  and  looked  upon  it  as  improper, 
it*  not  arrogant,  from  the  officers  of  the  army  to 
the  parliament,  their  masters  ;  and  Whitlocke  pri- 
vately advised  Cromwel  to  put  a  stop  to  such  pro- 
ceedings, as  what  might  in  time  come  home  to 
himself;  but  the  general  made  slight  of  his  warn- 
ing x.  After  much  debate  the  parliament  resolved 
to  refer  the  petition  to  a  committee,  consisting  of 
Cromwel,  Whitlocke,  Lisle,  the  earl  of  Pembroke, 
Marten,  Scot,  Harrison,  Ingoldsby,  and  twenty- 
five  other  members,  who  were  directed  to  enquire 
how  many  of  the  particulars  in  the  petition  were 
already  under  consideration,  how  far  they  had 
been  proceeded  in,  and  whether  any  new  powers 
were  necessary  to  enable  the  persons  commissioned 
to  proceed  more  effectually;  and  to  report  accord- 
ingly- The  .speaker  also,  by  the  direction  of  the 
house,  gave  thanks  to  the  petitioners,  both  for 
their  good  affections  formerly  displayed,  and  their 
care  of  the  public  expressed  on  the  present  oc- 
casion y. 
Proceed-  In  the  following  month  a  report  was  made  from 

ings  on  the       .   .  .  .  „     . 

biUforput-  this  committee  upon  the  state  or  the  proceedings 
riof  totfw  on  tne  '3*^  Ior  setting  a  period  to  the  sitting  of  this 
iiamc"'1'1''  parliament,  and   providing  for  successive  parlia- 


"  Ibid.  *  Whitlocke,  Aug.  IS. 

y  Journals.     Several  Proceedings,  No.  151. 
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ments ;  unci  the  result  was  the  dissolution  of  the    en  a  i\ 
grand  committee,  or  committee  of  the  whole  house,    ^_      " 
which  had  sat  on  the  bill  at  intervals  for  the  last      1652. 
eleven  months,   and  referring  the  bill  to  be  per- 
fected, to  the   very  committee  from  whom  they 
received  this  report2. 

Thenext  considerable  circumstance  that  is  hand-  Conference 

,     ,  •  i  •     1  i  11  ofCromwel 

ed  down  to  us,  is  a  dialogue  that  passed  between  and  Whit- 
Cromwel  and  Whitlocke  on  the  seventh  of  No- 
vember in  the  evening:  in  St.  James's  Park.  Crom- 
wel  joined  Whitlocke  in  the  public  walk,  and, 
after  a  little  conversation,  took  him  aside  into  a 
more  private  part.     Crom  wel  began  : 

My  lord  commissioner,  T  know  your  faithfulness  Cromwei 
-,  .      ,  1  c       1  asks  whit- 

ana  engagement  in  the  same  cause  as  myselt  and  locke'sad- 

the  rest  of  my  friends,  and  am  aware  of  your  abi- 
lity in  judgment,  and  your  particular  friendship 
and  affection  to  me  :  I  am  therefore  desirous  of 
advising  with  you  in  the  critical  affairs  of  our 
present  condition.  Really,  my  lord,  there  is  very 
S^reat  cause  for  us  to  consider  the  dangerous  con- 
dition  we  are  in,  that  we  be  not  fooled  out  of  the 
mercies  God  has  given  us,  and  broken  to  pieces 
by  our  jarrings  aud  animosities  one  with  another. 

Cromwei  then  went  on  to  observe  the  dissatis-  Complains 
faction  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  that  they  were  lkment 
not  rewarded  according  to  their  deserts  ;   and  that 
others  who  had  ventured  least,  and  had  undergone 
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neither  hazards  nor  hardships  for  the  public,  had 
engrossed  all  the  good  things  of  the  common- 
wealth.  Me  added.  The  army  begins  to  have  a 
strange  distaste  for  the  parliament,  and  I  wish 
there  were  not  too  much  reason  for  it :  but  really 
their  pride,  ambition  and  self-seeking,  their  delays 
of  business,  and  designs  to  perpetuate  themselves, 
their  meddling  in  private  matters  between  party 
and  party,  contrary  to  the  institution  of  parlia- 
ment, their  injustice,  and  the  scandalous  lives  of 
some  of  the  chief  of  them,  are  too  notorious  to  be 
either  overlooked  or  excused. 

Whitlocke  in  reply  admitted  many  of  Cromwel's 
allegations,  yet  added  :  I  am  sure  your  excellency 
will  not  look  upon  them  as  generally  depraved; 
and,  for  myself,  I  hope  well  of  the  major  part  of 
them,  when  great  matters  come  for  a  decision. 
At  all  events  we  must  consider,  that  we  ourselves 
have  acknowledged  tliem  for  the  supreme  power, 
and  taken  our  commissions  from  them  ;  and  to 
curb  and  restrain  them  after  this,  it  will  be  hard 
to  find  how  it  is  to  be  done. 

In  answer  to  this,  Cromwel,  understanding  the 
character  of  the  man,  and  the  predilection  of  law- 
yers in  general  for  old  forms,  laid  aside  the  reserve 
and  self-denial  which  he  so  religiously  kept  up 
with  his  brothers  of  the  war,  and,  agreeably  to  the 
original  frankness  and  boldness  of  his  nature,  ab- 
ruptly asked.  What  if  a  man  should  take  upon 
him  to  be  kino- ? 
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To  this  question  \Y  hitlocke  first  observed,  One    chap. 
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of  the  main  points  of  controversy  between  us  and    v '  t 

our  adversaries,  has  been  whether  the  povernment  1652. 
of  this  nation  shall  be  in  a  monarchy,  or  in  a  free  locke'san- 
state  or  commonwealth  ;  and  most  of  our  friends 
have  engaged  with  us  in  hopes  of  the  latter,  and 
for  that  have  undergone  all  their  hardships  and 
difficulties.  They  are  fully  persuaded,  though  I 
think  mistakingly,  that  under  that  form  they  shall 
enjoy  more  liberty  and  right,  both  civil  and  reli- 
gious, than  under  a  monarchy.  Now,  if  your  ex- 
cellency should  take  upon  yourself  the  title  of 
king,  this  state  of  the  question  will  be  wholly  de- 
termined, and  the  matter  that  remains  will  only 
be  whether  a  Cromwel  or  a  Stuart  shall  be  our 
kino-. 

\\  hitlocke  further  proceeded,  in  conformity  with   He  recom- 

,   .  ,  .  1 1  ■  /^i  1 '  mends 

his  true  character,  by  calling  Cromwel  s  attention  chariesthe 
to  Charles  the  Second.  He  added,  This  prince, 
being  now,  by  your  valour,  and  the  success  God 
has  given  to  our  arms,  reduced  to  a  very  low  con- 
dition, he  and  all  about  him  cannot  but  be  likely 
to  hearken  to  any  terms,  by  which  their  lost  hopes 
may  be  revived,  of  his  being  restored  to  the  crown, 
and  they  to  their  fortunes  and  their  native  country. 
By  a  private  treaty  with  him  you  may  secure  your 
friends,  and  make  yourself  and  your  posterity  as 
great  as  any  subject  ever  was.  You  may  set  such 
limits  to  monarchical  power,  as  will  secure  our 
spiritual  and  civil  liberties,  and   may  insure  the 
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cause  in  which  we  are  engaged,  by  having  the 
power  of  the  army  and  the  militia  continued  in 
yourself,  and  whom  you  shall  agree  upon  after 
you. 

Cromwel,  not  relishing  the  turn  the  conversa- 
tion had  taken,  put  an  end  to  it  somewhat  abruptly. 
He  said,  There  is  certainly  a  great  deal  of  reason 
in  what  you  propose  :  but  it  is  a  matter  attended 
with  embarrassment  and  difficulty,  and  it  will 
therefore  be  well  to  take  time  to  consider  it,  before 
we  say  more.  And  from  this  time  he  seems  to 
have  altered  his  countenance  to  Whitlocke,  no 
longer  placing  in  him  the  unreserved  confidence 
he  had  hitherto  appeared  to  have  donea. 

In  the  close  of  the  year  a  remarkable  circum- 
stance occurred,  which  may  afford  a  further  index 
to  the  mind  of  the  general.  This  was  no  other 
than  a  permission  granted  to  the  duke  of  Glou- 
cester, the  youngest  son  of  Charles  the  First,  to 
transport  himself  to  the  continent.  This  prince 
was  born  on  the  eighth  of  July  1640,  and  in  August 
1650,  had  been  sent,  as  to  a  remote  station,  with 
his  sister  Elizabeth,  to  Carisbrook  Castle  in  the 
isle  of  Wight,  the  place  of  confinement  of  his 
father b.  Here  the  princess  soon  after  diedc.  The 
duke  however  remained,  with  his  tutor,  of  whom 
Clarendon  speaks  in  terms  of  high  approbation*1, 


A  Whitlocke,  Nov.  7. 
r  Ibid.     Sept.  3. 


h  Leicester's.  Journals,  i>.  103. 
11  Clarendon,  Vol.  III.  p.  526. 
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till  the  end  of  the  present  year,  when  he  was  dis-    chap. 

XXV. 

missed,  with  a  sum  of  money  to  defray  his  voyage,    ^J    '  t 
and  the  promise  of  an  annual  stipend,  provided       1652. 
he  did  not  join  his  brother  and  family  e. 

This  proceeding  may  be  regarded  in  two  points  Motives  of 

^•t,  oJ  °  .    r  this  pro- 

of view.     It  has  an  appearance  ot  generosity,  that  ceeding. 

a  youth  of  considerable  promise,  and  so  near  to 
the  throne,  should  be  gratuitously  dismissed.  And 
it  is  not  unnatural  to  combine  it  with  the  projects 
which  were  now  plainly  contemplated  by  Crom- 
wel.  The  duke  of  Gloucester  had  been  mentioned 
more  than  once,  as  the  only  remaining  male  issue 
of  Charles  the  First,  who  was  unspotted  with  the 
stain  of  civil  war  ;  and  Whitlocke  and  Widdring- 
ton  are  understood  at  one  time  to  have  inclined  to 
the  advice,  that,  passing  over  the  two  elder  sons, 
the  crown  should  be  conferred  on  the  duke  of 
Gloucesterf.  It  was  therefore  obviously  the  po- 
licy of  Cromwel,  who  aimed  at  the  throne  for  him- 
self, to  remove  this  unexceptionable  pretender  in 
the  lineal  succession.  As  Whitlocke  however  had 
already  recommended  the  eldest  son  to  Cromwel 
as  the  person  to  whom  he  should  address  his  ne- 
gociations,  it  seems  but  fair  to  regard  the  dis- 
mission of  Gloucester  as  an  act  of  magnanimity. 

•Ibid.  Echard.  This  ma)  very  possibly,  considering  the  old 
modi;  of  computing  the  year  from  trie  twenty  fifth  of  March,  sig- 
nify thi  commence  menl  i  I 

1  v'  <  !'•  I,  297. 
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FIFTH  YEAR  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 

COUNCIL  OF  STATE, 

Installed,  December  the  First,  1652. 


OLD  COUNCIL. 

Members  who  sat  in  the  four  preceding  councils,  15. 
Bulstrode  Whitlocke,  >  Keepers  of  Sir  Arthur  Haselrig,  Bart. 
John  Lisle,  >  the  Seal.      Sir  Gilbert  Pickering,  Bart. 

Henry  Rolle,  Chief  Justice.  Sir  William  Masham,  Bart.' 

Oliver  St.  John.  Chief  Justice.  Sir  Henry  Vane,  Knt. 

Oliver  Cromwel,  Lord  General.        Sir  James  Harrington,  Knt. 
John  Bradshaw.  Thomas  Scot. 

Valentine  Wanton.  William  Purefoy. 

Dennis  Bond. 

Members  who  sat  in  the  second,  third  and  fourth  councils,  2. 
Thomas  Chaloner.  John  Gurdon. 

Member  who  sat  in  the  first,  second  and  fourth  councils,  1. 
Robert  Wallop. 

Members  who  sat  in  the  second  and  fourth  councils,  2. 
Sir  Peter  Wentwortb,  Knt.  Herbert  Morley. 

Member  who  sat  in  the  third  and  fourth  councils,  1. 
Nicholas  Love. 


NEW  COUNCIL. 
Members  who  sat  in  the  first,  second  and  third  councils,  li. 
Thomas  lord  Grey  of  Groby.  Sir  Henry  Mildmay,  Knt. 

Philip  Skippon. 

1  Sir  William  Armine, Bart.,  died  in  the  spring  of  1651.     Order 
Bi  ok,  May  •%  1651.     [This  note  should  have  come  in  at  page  292.] 
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Member  zoho  sat  in  the  first  and  second  councils,  I.  BOOK 

III. 

William  Earl  of  Salisbury.  ^_ 

Mi  mbcrs  who  sat  in  the  third  council,  13.  1652. 

Edmund  Prideaux,  Att.  Gen.  Walter  Strickland. 

Sir  William  Brereton,  Bart.  William  Say. 

Sir  John  Bourchier,  Knt.  Robert  Goodwin. 

Sir  John  Trevor,  Knt.  William  Cawley. 

Maj.  Gen.  Thomas  Harrison.  Thomas  Lister. 

Aid,  Francis  Allen.  John  Fielder. 

George  Thompson. 

New  Members,  3. 
Richard  Ingoldsby.  Algernon  Sidney. 

Richard  Norton. 

A  further  alteration  took  place  in  the  council  of  Mode  of 

lr>  ,  i-ii  o     i  ,i  .      i     appointing 

the  fourth  year,  beside  that  ol  changing  the  period  the  presi- 
of  instalment,  and  beginning  the  sittings  in  Decern-    **J  l 
ber,  instead  of  in  the  February  following.    Brad- 
shaw,  who  for  two  years  had  occupied  the  presi- 
dent's chair,  applied  in  the  beginning  of  the  third 
to  be  excused  from  the  duties  of  that  office.     But, 
as  he  states  it,  he  "  could  not  obtain  the  favourb." 
In  the  fourth  year  however,  the  mode  of  proceed- 
ing was  altered,  and  the  office  of  president  was 
appointed  to  continue  only  for  one  month  of  twenty- 
eight  days.    In  consequence  the  presidents  of  that  Namesof 
year  were,  Monday,  December  the  first,  Bradshaw ;  ,m 
Monday,  December  the  twenty-ninth,  Whitlocke; 
Monday, .!  anuary  the  twenty-sixth,  Haselrig ;  Mon- 
day, February  the  twenty-third,   viscount  Lisle  ; 

b  Miltuii,  Papers  of  State,  p.  65. 
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book    Monday,  March  the  twenty-second,  commissioner 

v ___,    Lisle;  Monday,  April  the  nineteenth,  chief  jus- 

1658.  ticc  Rolle  ;  Monday,  May  the  seventeenth,  Vane; 
Monday,  June  the  fourteenth,  the  earl  of  Pem- 
broke ;  Monday,  July  the  twelfth,  Bond  ;  Mon- 
day, August  the  ninth,  Purefoy  ;  Tuesday,  Sep- 
tember the  seventh,  sir  James  Harrington  ;  Tues- 
day, October  the  fifth,  sir  William  Constable 
(twenty-two  days) ;  Wednesday,  October  the 
twenty-seventh,  sir  William  Masham  (twenty-six 
days) ;  Monday,  November  the  twenty-second,  sir 
William  Constable  again  (eight  days). 

In  the  fifth  year  of  the  commonwealth  the  pre- 
sidents were  as  follow,  Wednesday,  December  the 
first,  Whitlocke ;  December  the  twenty-ninth, 
Rolle;  January  the  twenty-sixth,  Bradshaw;  Fe- 
bruary the  twenty-third,  the  earl  of  Salisbury ; 
March  the  twenty-third,  Bondc. 

c  Order  Book  of  Council. 
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CHAPTER    XXVI. 

EXPENCES    VOTED   FOR  THE    ARMY   AND    NAVY. 

SALE     OF    THE    ROYAL    PARKS    ORDERED. NE- 

GOCIATIONS    BETWEEN   A   SELECT    BODY  OF  OF- 
FICERS   OF    THE    ARMY,    AND    OF    MEMBERS    OF 

PARLIAMENT. DESIGNS  MEDITATED  BY  CROM- 

WEL. DISCUSSIONS    CONCERNING    THE    DISSO- 
LUTION  OF  PARLIAMENT. SEA-FIGHTS  OF  THE 

ENGLISH      UNDER     BLAKE,      AND     THE     DUTCH 
UNDER  VAN  TROMP. 


Three  days   later  than   the  above  conversation    chap. 

,  XXVI 

with  Whitlocke,  it  was  referred  by  parliament  to 


the  council  of  state,  to  bring  in  an  estimate  of  the      1652. 
charge  of  the  army  and  navy  for  the  following  fortheamy 

a  and  navy. 

year. 


On  the  twenty-fourth  the  annual  question  arose  Council  of 
of  naming  the  members  of  the  council  of  state  for  cn0s«n. 
the  year  1653;  twenty-one  being  to  be  chosen 
from  the  present  council,  with  twenty  who  had 
not  sat  in  the  present  year.  There  were  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  members  of  parliament  who  voted 
in  the   nomination  ;   and  one  member,  who  came 


Journals,  Nov.  10. 
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in  utter  the  papers  with  the  votes  of  each  had  been 
given,  and  who  accordingly  withdrew.  Cromwel 
had  one  hundred  and  fourteen  votes,  Whitlocke 
one  hundred  and  two,  St.  John  one  hundred  and 
one,  chief  justice  Rolle  one  hundred,  Vane  ninety- 
eight,  and  the  rest  a  smaller  number5. 

Before  the  end  of  the  month  the  estimates  were 
brought  in  by  Vanec;  and  on  the  fourth  of  De- 
cember it  was  resolved  that  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thousand  pounds  per  month 
should  be  appropriated  to  the  armaments  by  land 
and  sea,  eighty  thousand  to  the  army,  and  forty 
thousand  to  the  navy  d. 

About  the  same  time  it  was  resolved  that  Wind- 
sor Castle  and  Park,  Hampton  Court,  Hyde  Park, 
the  royal  Park  at  Greenwich,  and  Enfield  Chase 
should  be  sold,  and  the  produce  appropriated  to 
the  use  of  the  public  e.  The  vote  respecting  Hamp- 
ton Court  may  be  considered  as  personally  hostile 
to  Cromwel f ;  and  the  whole  was  certainly  little  in 
accord  with  his  present  idea  of  aspiring  to  the 
crown.  The  bill  for  the  sale  of  these  houses  and 
parks  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  on  the  sixth 
of  December^.  On  the  twenty-ninth  it  was  moved 
and  carried  on  the  report,  that  Windsor  Castle 
and  Hampton  Court  should  be  taken  out  of  the 
bill ;  but  this  vote,  as  far  as  related  to  Hampton 


b  Ibid,  Nov.  24,  25. 
'  Ibid,  Nov.  27. 


0  Ibid,  Nov.  27. 

1  See  above,  p.  27 .r>. 


d  Journals. 
?  Journals. 
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Court  was  reversed,  and   the  hill  passed   into  a    CH  \  p. 

r  .  XXVI. 

law  on   the  thirty-first h.     The  act  also   included    i_       , 

Somerset  House  ;  and  the  produce  of  the  whole  l6^- 
was  ordered  to  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the 
navy'.  A  bill  for  the  sale  of  the  royal  forests  was 
read  a  first  and  a  second  time  on  the  eighth  of 
January  k.  About  the  same  time  a  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  brought  in  for  the  sale  of  certain  ca- 
thedrals' ;  but  the  question  appears  to  have  pro- 
ceeded no  further. 

Two  days  after  the   vote  for  allowing  eighty   Proposed 

.  ...  *■*      *       reduction 

thousand  pounds  per  month  only  for  the  maintc-  of  the  army. 
nance  of  the  army,  it  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  army  to  confer  with  the  general  and 
his  officers,  as  to  how  this  retrenchment  might  be 
carried  into  effect  without  injury  to  the  public  m  : 
and  on  the  first  of  January  an  arrangement  was  ">^- 
accordingly  brought  in  and  adopted  for  that  end". 

Meanwhile  Cromwel  was  incessant  in  his  efforts   Slowmarch 

i  -ii-  of  public 

to  make  a  strong  party  against  the  parliament,  affair* in 
The  house,  as  Whitlocke  informs  us,  was  busy  in  par,am 
debate  on  various  hills  which  were  before  them, 
but  made  little  progress".  The  soldiers  on  the 
other  hand  exclaimed  against  their  delays,  affirm- 
ing that  it  was  but  too  plain  that  their  real  object 
was  merely  to  promote  their  private  interest,  and 
glut  the  immoderateness  of  their  ambition". 


h  Ibid.                             '  Scobel. 

k  Journals. 

'  Journals,  Jan.  11.          m  Ibid.  Drr   (i. 

n  Journals. 

1  Dec.  105-2,    Feb.,  Mar.  1653. 

POL.  in.                           2  i 
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book  So  far  back,  as  the  preceding  October,  Cromwel 

^_     '  brought  about  various  meetings  between  the  of- 

165:5.  Beers  of  the  army  and  certain  leading  members  of 

recom.  parliament,  for  the  purpose  of  convincing  the  lat- 

ime'r!  ii  be  ter'  °^  ^ie  necessity  °f  putting  a  speedy  end   to 

tweenthe  their  sittings.      There   were  ten   or  twelve  such 

dissolution  ° 

of  this  par-   meetings  in  all  p.   Crom  wel's  proposition  was,  that, 

tiament  and     ,  , .  .     .  , .        .        1      . 

the  calling  the  parliament  being  dissolved,  the  government 
ad  interim  should  be  intrusted  in  the  hands  of  a 
small  number  of  persons  of  honour  and  integrity, 
and  whose  characters  should  be  well  known  to  the 
public.  The  number  mentioned  was  forty.  They 
were  to  supersede  the  council  of  state,  and  to  con- 
sist of  members  of  parliament  and  officers  of  the 
army  i. 

way  in  We   have  already  seen  that  this  was  the  first 

which  this  .        .  .  r    l  l        •  r  /~i 

measure  step  towards  the  execution  oi  the  design  of  Crom- 
ferwarded  we^  to  make  himself  king.  Other  steps  would 
bosesUI  doubtless  in  succession  have  become  necessary. 
But  it  would  have  been  no  mean  advantage  in  the 
interim,  to  remove  every  existing  legislative  and 
executive  body  that  had  the  appearance  of  being- 
founded  upon  the  customs  and  institutions  of  Eng- 
land. The  proposed  senate,  or  council  of  forty, 
would  have  been  moulded  in  a  manner  agreeable 
to  his  wishes  ;  or  at  worst  he  depended  upon  hav- 
ing a  majority  among  them  whom  he  could  render 

p  Speech  of  Cromwel  to  Barbone's  Parliament,  apiid  Parliamen- 
tary History,  Vol.  XX,  p.  158. 

i  Ibid,  p.  161.     Whitlocke,  Apr.  20. 
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subservient  to  his  purposes.    Cromwel  did  not  aim    chap. 
at  being-  an  absolute  monarch.     He  loved  power;    ^_       * 
but  at  the  same  time,  from  tlie  habits  and  modes       iG5s. 
of  thinking'  to  which  he  had  been  formed  through 
a  long  course  of  years,  he  loved  liberty.     First  of 
all  however,  he   desired  to   assume  the  title  and 
externals  of  a  king.      Next  was  to  follow,  a  free 
and  a  full  parliament,  the  equal  and  genuine  repre- 
sentative of  the  people  of  England. 

He  reasoned  thus.  England,  through  every  sue-  History  of 
cessive  period  of  her  history  has  had  a  king.  The  oo^Stu- 
prejudices  of  the  great  mass  of  her  inhabitants  are  *■£"  |°afnd 
in  accord  with  that  form  of  Government.  It  is  inter- 
woven  with  all  her  statutes.  The  very  lawyers  can 
scarcely  see  a  single  step  before  them,  without  the 
idea  of  such  an  office  as  the  pole-star  of  their  pro- 
ceedings. The  tenure  of  every  inch  of  land  in  the 
country  is,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  feudal  : 
that  is,  involving  in  it  the  idea  of  the  supreme  leader 
of  an  army,  dividing  the  soil,  in  greater  or  smaller 
parcels,  among  his  followers.  Take  away  this 
idea;  and  you  almost  wholly  unsettle  all  the  no- 
tions of  property  that  have  been  entertained  ;  and 
our  judges  and  courts  would  scarcely  know  how 
to  determine  any  question  of  conveyance,  entail, 
or  inheritance,  that  came  before  them.  We  can- 
not expect  suddenly  to  raise  mankind  to  any 
standard  of  visionary  perfection  ;  we  must  accom- 
modate ourselves  to  their  preconceptions,  and 
take  advantage  of  their  prejudices. 

2  i  2 
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book         This   is   the   true    key   and   explanation  (thus 

v___^/    reasoned  Cromwel)  to  the  unsettled  and  unnatural 

1658.      state  of  the  people  of  England,  from  the  commence- 

Successive  c     .  .   .  . 

revolutions  ment  or  the  commonwealth,  and  in  reality  from 
mon^ehy.  tne  beginning-  of  the  civil  war.  The  adherents 
of  republicanism  have  always  been  a  very  small 
party  among  us,  and  the  government  has  for  years 
been  conducted  by  a  palpable  minority  of  citizens 
with  arms  in  their  hands,  successfully  controling 
and  overawing  the  majority  by  the  energy  of  their 
Application  proceedings.  Once  give  them  a  king,  and  this 
Cromwel  of  unnatural  state  will  be  brought  to  an  end.  It  is 
miseespre  of  little  significance  whether  the  chief  magistrate 
be  a  Stuart  or  a  Cromwel.  The  dynasty  of  the 
Saxons  drove  out  that,  of  the  Britons ;  and  the  Nor- 
mans successfully  put  an  end  to  the  power  of  the 
Saxons.  The  house  of  Lancaster  usurped  over 
the  house  of  York ;  and  the  house  of  York  over  the 
house  of  Lancaster ;  to  whom  succeeded  the  Tu- 
dors,  the  most  palpable  usurpation  of  all.  The 
Stuarts  have  forfeited  their  rights  by  the  most  un- 
remitting efforts  to  establish  an  arbitrary  power. 
They  have  been  put  down  and  exiled  by  a  victo- 
rious war,  the  way  in  which  almost  all  govern- 
ments have  been  changed.  I  am  called,  by  a  most 
striking  series  of  events,  and  (as  Cromwel  no 
doubt  thought)  by  the  voice  of  God  himself,  to 
seize  the  vacant  throne ;  and  by  so  doing  I  shall 
secure  the  everlasting  gratitude  of  posterity.  I 
am  worthy  of  a  crown  ;  I  have  those  qualities  of 
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understanding,  of  energy  and  benevolence,  out  of    chap. 
which  a  beneficent  sovereign  is   naturally  made.    ^       'A 
Who  is  senseless   and   presumptuous   enough  to       1653. 
find  these  qualities  in  the  sons  of  our  late  tyrant, 
who    by   the    laws   of  all    human  concerns   for- 
feited the  claim  to  a  throne  for  all  his  descen- 
dants? 

Cromwel  firmly  believed,  that  this  change,  at  Monarchi- 
once  simple,  natural,  and  obviously  dictated  by  the  ml^n™' 
whole  course  of  events,  would  restore  everv  thino-  g?rded  by 

Jo     him  as  the 

to  its  proper  position.  The  people,  so  superstitious,  cure  for 
so  little  formed  to  reflect  and  to  reason,  and  who  eras. 
follow  one  another  blindly,  and  heedless  as  a  flock 
of  sheep  follows  the  bell-wether,  will  be  satisfied  if 
we  give  them  a  king,  as  their  ancestors  had  before 
them,  and  like  all  the  nations  round  about  them. 
Till  then,  as  the  Jews  looked  back  to  the  land  of 
Egypt,  so  will  the  English  look  to  the  exiled 
Stuarts,  and  fancy  they  will  never  be  well,  till 
the  line  of  their  ancient  monarchs  be  restored  to 
them.  Once  give  them  a  king,  and  the  vulgar 
will  be  satisfied  with  the  pomp,  and  retinue,  and 
bombast  of  a  court,  and  the  lawyers  will  be  satis- 
fied by  the  restoration  of  the  antiquated  jargon  of 
the  Norman  institutions.  By  so  decided  and  ir- 
revocable a  step,  the  memory  of  a  line  of  princes, 
fetched  half  a  century  ago  from  the  north  side  of 
the  Tweed,  will  be  speedily  obliterated :  and, 
party  being  extinguished,  we  shall  no  longer  have, 
as  now,  a  small  handful  of  rulers  dictating  t<> 
an  unwilling  nation  ■  but.  all  being  satisfied  in 
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all  their  prejudices,  they  will  send  up  represen- 
tatives from  every  corner  of  the  island,  willing 
cheerfully  to  aid  in  the  support  of  a  strong,  a 
victorious,  and  a  patriotic  government. 

The   first   thing  pressed  by  Cromwel  on  the 
house,  on   the  dav  that  he  took  his  seat  after  the 
battle  of  Worcester,  was  that  they  should  imme- 
diately resume  the  consideration  of  the  question 
for  setting  a  time  for  the  close  of  the  present  par- 
liament, and  for  calling  another  under  such  rules, 
qualifications,  and  other   circumstances,  as  might 
best  conduce  to  the  safety  and  welfare  of  the  com- 
monwealth :    and    this  business   was   incessantly 
urged  upon  them,  till,  two  months  afterwards,  they 
came  to  a  resolution  that  the  present  parliament 
should  not  continue  beyond  the  third  of  Novem- 
ber  1G54.      When   again,   in   the  last  preceding- 
August,   Cromwel   and  the   council  of  war  came 
before  the  house  with  a  petition  on  the  most  im- 
portant points  of  political  economy,  the  main  sug- 
gestion  of  the  petition   seemed   to  be,  that  they 
should  take  under  their  speedy  consideration  such 
qualifications  as  might  be  proper  for  future  and 
successive  parliaments'.     Accordingly   the   first 
measure  that  was  resolved  on,  was  the  dissolution 
of  the  grand  committee  on  the  bill  for  putting  a 
close  to  the  present  parliament,  which  had  sat  for 
many  months,  and  referring  it  to  aselect  committee, 
horn  whom  greater  dispatch  might  be  expected. 


r  Sc  .  p,  -1"  I 
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The  amendments  determined  on  by  this  committee    c  it  a  p. 

-.      XXVI. 

were  reported  to  the  house  on  the  twenty-third  of    i  j 

February,  but  were  discussed  by  them  only  one  1653. 
day  in  each  week,  being-  five  times  in  the  course 
of  the  month  of  March.  The  latest  amendment 
with  which  we  are  acquainted,  was  one,  changing 
the  flay  for  terminating  the  present  parliament, 
from  the  third  of  November  IG54,  to  the  third  of 
November  in  the  present  years. 

But,   however  precarious  was   the  situation  of       105-2. 

,  .        Sea-fight 

the  government,  they  did   not  on  that  account  in  0f  Blake 
the  slightest  degree  relax  in  their  attention  to  the  xrompin 
conduct  of  public  affairs.     There  was  an  engage-  ^"XT* 
ment  between   Blake  and   Van  Tromp,   who  was        '20- 
now  restored  to  the  command  of  the  Dutch  fleet, 
on  the  twenty-ninth  of  November;   and,  by  some 
mismanagement,  the  English  came  off  with  small 
success   on   that  occasion,  and  their  countrymen 
were  grievously  disappointed.    The  states  general 
had   exerted  themselves  to  the  utmost,  and  had 
sent  out  their  oldest  and  best  commander  with  a 
fleet  of  seventy  or  eighty  ships  of  war.     Thus 
equipped,   he  sought  Blake  in    the  Downs.     The 


1  Further  Account  of  the  Grounds  and  Reasons  tor  Dissolving, 
the  Parliament,  in  Several  Proceedings,  No.  187.  "  Here  1-  gn  if 
thoughts  and  preparation  for  a  new  parliament ;  some  of  our  friends 
i]. 1  u.  think  anew  parliament  will  favour  us  and  our  cause  more 
than  this  has  dune."  Lettei  ol  Roger  Williams,  dated  from  : 
Henry  Vane's  seal  in  Lincolnshire,  April  1, 1653,  apud  Backus's 
History  ol  New  England,  Vol.  I,  p.  287. 
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book    number  of  Blake's  ships  did  not  reach  to  more 

in.  -.  . 

v  _     '    y   than  half  that  of  Van  Tromp's  ;  and,  besides,  many 

1652.       of  them  were  by  no  means  in  a  condition  accom- 

The  En*,    modated  to  the  trial  of  a  sharp  engagement.   Blake 

lisfa  arc  dc-     .  .        .  .  .  .  „   ,  . 

feated.  in  tins  instance,  in  the  impatience  of  his  valour, 
seems  to  have  forgotten  the  discretion  incumbent 
upon  him,  as  one  intrusted  with  an  important  com- 
mand. The  battle  began  at  eleven  or  twelve  in 
the  day,  and  continued  without  cessation  till  it 
was  dark.  Half  the  English  ships  were  not  en- 
gaged ;  and  the  heat  of  the  contest  was  principally 
borne  by  the  Victory,  the  Vanguard,  and  the  Tri- 
umph, Blake's  own  ship.  He  was  at  one  time 
engaged,  single-handed,  with  twenty  of  the  Dutch  ; 
and  his  rigging,  sails,  yards  and  hull  were  reduced 
to  a  desperate  condition.  In  the  evening  the  Gar- 
land, a  ship  of  forty-four  guns,  was  taken  by  the 
enemy.  The  Bonaventure,  hastening  to  relieve 
the  Garland,  was  several  times  boarded,  but  as 
often  succeeded  in  clearing  her  deck  of  the  in- 
vader.  At  length,  her  captain  being  killed,  she 
was  taken.  Blake,  hastening  on  the  same  errand, 
had  his  fore-top-mast  shot  away  by  the  base,  and 
was  twice  boarded,  and  yet  got  off.  That  part  of 
the  fleet  that  was  engaged,  was  miserably  shat- 
tered and  torn,  and,  had  it  not  been  for  the  night, 
would  hardly  have  escaped.  Blake  retired  up 
the  nvcr,  and  sheltered  himself  in  the  harbour  of 
Leigh1.      It  was  after  this   battle  that  Tromp   is 

1  Heath,  p,  330.     Le  Clerc,  p.  324. 
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said   to   have  paraded  his  fleet  in  the  Channel,  chap. 

with  a  broom  fixed  to  his  top-mast,  for  the  purpose  ^XXVLJ 

of  signifying-,  that  he  was  resolved  to  sweep  the  1652. 
seas  of  the  ships  of  the  English". 

The  council  of  state  made  the  most  vigorous  1653. 

exertions  to  restore   the   honour  of  their  country,  J£lJI£of" 

and  to   humble  the  Dutch,  and  by  their  indefati-  Bla!";offr 

J  the  isle  of 

gable  efforts  enabled  Blake  to  take  the  sea  in  the  Portland, 
beginning  of  February  with  eighty  ships  of  war,  Feb.  is. 
where  he  speedily  fell  in  with  Tromp,  with  an 
equal  number  of  ships  of  war,  and  two  hundred 
merchantmen  under  his  convoy.  Nothing  more 
seems  to  have  been  necessary  to  the  English  com- 
mander, than  to  have  some  degree  of  equality 
with  the  enemy,  to  secure  to  him  the  most  auspi- 
cious results.  The  battle  began  on  the  eighteenth 
oft'  the  isle  of  Portland,  continued  for  three  days, 
and  was  fought  on  both  sides  with  the  most  de- 
termined bravery.  In  the  close  however  it  was 
found  that  we  had  taken  or  destroyed  seventeen 
or  eighteen  of  their  ships  of  war,  with  the  loss 
of  only  one  of  ours,  which  we  emptied  of  so  many 
of  its  crew  as  were  left  alive,  and  then  sunk.    We 


u  Philips,  edit.  1696,  p.  615.  Echard.  On  this  occasion  John 
Lilburne  boasts  of  his  forbearance  towards  the  government,  ob- 
serving that  it  had  always  been  his  principle  "  never  to  strike  his 
adversary  when  he  is  down;"  and  again  professing  his  sympathy 
with  the  "present  day  of  England's  adversity  by  her  wars  with 
Holland."  John  Lilburne  Revived  (dated  March  165S,  new  m- 
p.  1  and  7. 
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took  also  thirty  of  their  merchantmen,  beside 
thirty  or  forty  which  were  destroyed.  In  a  word, 
this  was  far  the  most  complete  victory  that  had 
occurred  in  the  warw.  The  English  commanders 
on  this  occasion  were  Blake,  Dean  and  Monk. 

This,  one  of  the  latest  of  the  republican  battles, 
must  not  be  dismissed,  without  calling-  the  atten- 
tion  of  the  reader  to  some  of  those  considerations 
which  made  the  English  of  this  period  so  superior 
as  warriors,  to  their  contemporaries  of  any  other 
nation. 

First,  they  were  commonweal thsmen,  and  had 
much  of  a  Greek  or  a  Roman  spirit.  Men  rose 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Long  Parliament  by 
merit,  and  not  by  patronage  or  bribery.  Each 
felt  himself  the  citizen  of  a  free  state,  where  there 
was  no  king,  no  house  of  peers,  and  no  prelates ; 
in  a  word,  where  no  creature  bearing  the  human 
form  existed,  that,  from  the  caprice  of  favour,  or 
the  accident  of  birth,  was  entitled  to  insult  over, 
and  trample  upon  other  men,  who,  except  so  far 
as  depended  on  that,  were  as  good  as  he. 

There  was,  at  the  time  of  which  we  are  treating, 
no  strong  line  of  separation  between  the  profession 


"  Blake's  Disrate  hes,  in  Parliamentary  History,  Vol.  XX,  p.  116, 
etsegq.  Several  Proceedings,  No.  178, 179.  Heath,  p.  335.  Le  Clerc, 
p.  329.  His  account  makes  the  loss  of  the  Dutch  only  four  ships 
"t  war  taken,  and  live  sunk,  and  twenty-four  merchantmen.  He 
adds,    l.,s    Angloit  exaggeroient  Ian    avantage,  lex   Hollundois  e.vtc- 

nuou  ■■'    '<  Ul   i«  ;  /.  . 
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of  a  soldier  and  a  sailor.     When  persons   were    chap. 

XXVI. 

wanting  to  man  the  fleet,  and  to  fight  the  battles  v'  '_ , 
of  their  country  in  the  Dutch  war,  they  were  draft-  i65s. 
ed  from  the  army  x.  All  the  lessons  they  had  learned 
ashore,  they  carried  with  them  to  the  ocean.  They 
were  still  citizens,  who  had  gone  forward  to  where 
their  duty,  and  the  voice  of  their  country  called 
them,  and  who  were  afterwards  to  return,  each  man 
to  his  hearth,  to  enjoy  the  benefits  they  had  secured 
by  their  valour.  They  were  familiarly  acquainted 
with  the  character  of  their  freedom,  and  under- 
stood the  value  of  liberty,  both  civil  and  religious. 

Lastly,   the  sailor  was  not  less  penetrated  than  influence 
the  soldier  with  all  those  feelings  that  rose  out  of  0f  religion 
the  devout  spirit  of  the  times,  for,  as  has  already  inboth- 
been  said,  the  classes  were  not  divided.    A  sense 
of  religion  was  scarcely  ever  so  deeply  engraved 
upon  the   people  of  any  age  or  country,   as  upon 
the  men  of  the  victorious  party,   by  whom  mon- 
archy was  extinguished  in  England  in  the  middle 
of  the  seventeenth  century.     Happy  is   he   who 
can  unite  the  loftiness  of  an   erect  and  indepen- 
dent spirit,  to  a  conscious  intercourse  with,  and 
an  undonbting  reliance  on  the  protection  of,  the 
Author  of  the  Universe.      Religion  is  then  chiefly 
an  evil,   when  it   inspires   men  with  a  selfish,   an 
exclusive,  and  a  pusillanimous  frame  of  thinking 
The  republicans  of  this  period  regarded  themseh  i 

v  S< »  above,  |>  3! 
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book    as  fighting  in  the  power  of  the  Lord.     It  was  not 

< ,    they  who  won  the  field;  but  the  Lord  who  gave 

1653.  them  the  victory.  They  sought  not  themselves ; 
they  sought  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  or  in  other 
words,  as  they  understood  it,  the  kingdom  of  ge- 
nuine piety  and  true  virtue.  They  emptied  them- 
selves of  vain-glory  ;  and,  having  purged  their 
spirits  of  the  grossness  of  terrestrial  things  and 
carnal  i  mpulses,  they  bel  ieved  that  they  were  chosen 
vessels  in  the  guidance  of  the  great  Master  of  all. 
They  fought,  they  acted,  and  they  walked,  as  in 
the  sight  of  God.  No  pusillanimous  thoughts, 
no  timidity  or  cowardice,  could  therefore  find  har- 
bour in  their  bosoms.  They  feared  the  divine  dis- 
pleasure, because  the  divine  displeasure  is  ever 
directed  against  what  is  evil,  and  had  no  appre- 
hension of  "  what  man  could  do  unto  them?." 
These  habits  of  mind  rendered  them  at  once  he- 
roic and  invincible2. 


y  Psalm  LVI,  11.  This  spirit  is  marvellously  displayed  by  Har- 
rison, Cooke,  and  others,  in  the  Trials  of  the  Regicides. 

1  I  am  tempted  to  illustrate  this  principle  from  my  Lives  of  Ed- 
ward and  John  Philips,  Nephews  of  Milton.  Appendix,  No.  IV:  On 
Ben  Jonson,  and  Milton's  imitations  of  that  Author. 

"  The  difference  between  the  two  poets  may  perhaps  best  be  il- 
lustrated from  the  topic  of  religion.  They  had  neither  of  them  one 
spark  of  libertine  and  latitudinarian  unbelief.  But  Jonson  was  not, 
like  Milton,  penetrated  with  his  religion.  It  is  to  him  a  sort  of 
servitude.  lie  'trembles  to  think  towards  the  least  profaneness.' 
His  religion  is  therefore  what  I  may  call  his  Sunday's  garb.  At 
other  times,  it  is  not  the  principle  that  actuates,  but  the  check  that 
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controls  him.  But  in  Milton,  it  is  the  element  in  which  he  breathes,     CHAP. 

XXVI. 
a  part  of  his  nature.     He  acts,  '  as  ever  in  his  great  task-master's     .  ' 

eye:'  and  this  is  not  his  misfortune;  but  he  rejoices  in  his  con-  165g 
dition,  that  he  has  so  great,  so  wise,  and  so  sublime  a  being,  to 
whom  to  render  his  audit.  It  encourages  him  to  a  chastised  and 
a  sacred  boldness.  He  feels  that  he  has  a  helper,  an  ally,  and  is 
a  'labourer  together  with  God.'  He  stands  unabashed  in  his  pre- 
sence, and  finds  within  him  a  conscious  affinity  to  the  divine  na- 
ture. This  bis  widow  expresses  in  her  mode,  when,  '  being  asked 
whether  he  did  not  often  read  Homer  and  Virgil,  she  understood  it 
as  an  imputation  upon  him  for  stealing  from  those  authors,  and 
answered  with  eagerness,  that  he  stole  from  nobody  but  the  Muse 
who  inspired  him ;  and  being  further  questioned  by  a  lady  who  was 
present,  Who  the  Muse  was?  she  replied,  It  wa6  God's  grace  and 
the  Holy  Spirit  that  visited  him  nightly.'  " 


44(j 


CHAPTER   XXVII. 

CROMWEL     CALUMNIATES     THE     PARLIAMENT. 

BILL  FOR  PUTTING  A  PERIOD  TO  THE  PRESENT 
PARLIAMENT,  AND  PROVIDING  FOR  PARLIA- 
MENTS TO  COME. CROMWEL  SEIZES  THE  BILL, 

AND    DISPERSES    THE    ASSEMBLY. BREAKS    UP 

THE  COUNCIL  OF  STATE. 

book    Meanwhile  Croinwel,by  calumnies, and  the  most 
L  t   insidious  suggestions,  had  succeeded  in  alienating 

165:;.  the  major  part  of  the  army  from  the  parliament. 
of  Crom-^  ^ls  nrst  topic  vvas  that  they  were  statesmen,  who, 
the1  "^Htu*  w^hout  undergoing  hardships  and  being  exposed 
mem.  to   dangers  themselves,  were  willing  to  use  the 

army  as  their  tool,  and  felt  no  genuine  interest  in 
its  prosperity  and  happiness.  The  next  argument 
was,  that  these  lazy  men,  these  "  baleful,  unclean 
birds,  perched  as  they  were  at  fortunes  top,"  di- 
vided all  the  good  things  and  the  emoluments  of 
the  state  among  them,  totally  insensible  to  the  ad- 
versities and  privations  which  such  a  system  in- 
evitably entailed  upon  men  of  greater  merit  than 
themselves.  Vane  he  treated  as  an  obscure  vi- 
sionary, whose  speculations  no  man  could  under- 
stand,  and  who,   while  he  pretended  to  superior 
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sanctity  and   patriotism,  had   no   bowels  of  com-    chai- 
passion  for  such  as  were  not  ready  to  engage  them-    ^ 
selves,  heart  and  soul,   in  his  projects.     Others,       less. 
agreeably   to   the   austerity  of  the   times,  he  ex- 
claimed against  as  men  of  loose  morals,  and  there- 
fore unfit  to  be  intrusted  with  the  public  safety a. 
His  own  professed  object  was  equality,  and  a  pure  indirect- 
commonwealth,  without  a  king,  or  permanent  chief  ^^a_ s 
magistrate  of  any  kind.     We   have  no  reason  to  '"^ 
believe  that  to  any  other  person  had  he  expressed 
himself  in  the  plain  and  unequivocal  terms  he  had 
used  to  Whitlocke.      \\  hitlocke  was  a  man  of  no 
party,  of  a  cool  and  reasoning  head,  and  a  lawyer. 
The  great  officers  of  the  army  were  to  a  man  en- 
thusiasts, and,   if  they  had  seen  his  drift,  would 
not  have  doubted,  almost  unanimously,  to   have 
declared  themselves  against  him. 

We  have  already  seen  the  numerous  conferences  Confe- 
which  had  been  held,  at  the  invitation  of  the  offi-  [^f  car- 
eers of  the  army,  between  them  and  certain  lead-  la"?  offi4ce.rs 

J  '  and  certain 

ino-  members  of  parliament.      If  Cromwel  enter-  leadi"g     , 

P  L  members  of 

tained  no  hope  of  bringing  the  latter  over  to  his  parliament. 
views,  yet  these  conferences  answered  his  purpose 
in  making  him  apparent  to  his  own  adherents  as 
a  friend  of  sober  and  moderate  proceedings,  who 
could  not  prevail  upon  himself  to  proceed  to  vio- 
lence, till  he  had  tried  every  other  expedient  to 
induce  his   adversaries  to  recede  from  their  mea- 


1  See  I  elow. 
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book  sures.     The  last  meeting  was  held  on  the  nine- 

v '  teenth  of  April.     There  were  about  twenty  mem- 

16.53.  bers  of  parliament  present.     The  proposition  ex- 

fercnce™  pressly  offered  by  the  officers  was,  that  the  par- 

pJTosi-'  Hament  should  without  further  delay  pronounce 

tion  of  the  their  own  dissolution,  and  that  the  supreme  power 

officers.  r  r 

should  for  the  present  be  devolved  upon  a  com- 
petent number  of  persons,  now  to  be  named  by 
both  parties,  who  should  not  be  involved  in  the 
schemes,  or  engaged  to  the  views,  which  had  al- 
ready been  too  long  under  agitation  and  discussionb. 
Their  ex-  The  officers  frankly  declared,  that  the  act  now 
theacrnow  before  the  house,  for  setting  a  period  to  the  present 
parliament,  and  providing  for  a  succession  of  par- 
liaments to  come,  did  not  meet  their  approbation, 
and  should  not  have  their  concurrence.  They 
specified  various  of  its  provisions  which  they  con- 
demned. One  was  the  extending  the  duration  of 
the  present  parliament  to  November,  either  in 
1654,  or  in  the  present  year.  Another  was,  that 
the  members  now  sitting  in  parliament,  should  be 
counted  as  members  in  the  new  parliament,  for 
the  places  for  which  they  at  present  sat,  without 
reelection.  This  they  invidiously  called  a  plan 
for  perpetuating  the  present  parliament,  and  re- 
cruiting the  house  with  new  members.  A  third 
was  the  making  the  present  house  of  commons  a 
committee  to  pronounce  upon  the  validity  of  the 


before  the 
house. 


See  above,  p.  431. 
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elections  of  the  new  members,  and  their  fitness  to    en  a  p. 
undergo  the  trust  that  was  to  be  devolved  upon 


themc.  1653. 

In  all  these  objections  the  officers  of  the  army  Secret  pur- 
were  the  blind  instruments  of  Cromwel.  He  de-  cromwel. 
termined,  for  purposes  of  his  own,  which  he  re- 
vealed to  no  one,  to  have  a  totally  new  government. 
It  would  have  defeated  his  plan,  to  have  had  Vane, 
or  Bradshaw,  or  Marten,  men  thoroughly  wedded 
to  republican  principles,  who  would  have  watched 
him  narrowly,  and  who  were  incapable  of  being 
deluded  by  the  speciousness  of  his  discourses,  to 
have  been  members  of  the  council. 

It  is  absurd  to  say,  that  the  provisions,  which  views  of 
as  we  have  seen,  the  council  of  officers  objected  t',,.''1'0' 
to,  were  framed  with  the  purpose  of  engrossing  to 
these  men  for  ever  the  powers  of  government.  The 
number  of  the  members  who  at  present  sat  in  par- 
liament, did  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty; 
and  among  these  were  many,  officers  and  others, 
whom  Cromwel  judged  sufficiently  fit  for  his  pur- 
poses. The  number  of  the  future  parliament  was 
four  hundred,  with  the  addition  of  sixty  mem- 
bers for  Scotland  and  Ireland.  The  small  band 
of  republicans  therefore,  that  had  founded  the 
commonwealth,  would,  in  point  of  numbers,  be 
swallowed  up  in  the  influx  of  new  recruits.  But 
they  trusted  that  their  sentiments  would  not  be 

Parliamentary  History,  Vol.  XX,  p,  130,  i 
VOL.  III.  2  G 
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without  influence  in  the  new  parliament.  At 
all  events,  by  being-  among-  them,  they  should 
be  able  to  tell  their  own  story,  to  explain  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  they  had  acted,  to  develop  the 
real  situation  of  the  country,  and  to  warn  their 
successors  against  evils,  into  which  they  might 
otherwise  be  in  danger  of  falling,  for  want  of  being 
sufficiently  informed  of  the  condition  in  which  the 
,  affairs  of  the  public  were  placed. 

Cromwel  was  at  this  moment  as  impatient  and 
impetuous,  as  he  affected  to  be  cautious,  and  sober, 
and  temperate.  He  considered  his  plan  as  ma- 
tured. He  could  not  endure  the  idea,  that  the 
present  parliament  should  continue  for  six  or  seven 
months  longer.  He  could  not  endure  the  idea, 
that  those  persons,  whose  severe  principles  of  go- 
vernment had  been  to  him  an  insupportable  an- 
noyance, should  sit  in  the  same  council  with  him. 
He  resolved  to  have  a  clear  stage.  He  determined 
that  there  should  no  longer  be  any  government 
in  England,  either  legislative  or  executive,  but 
such  as  should  originate  in  him  and  his  council  of 
officers. 

Among  the  persons  who  had  been  summoned 
to  this  meeting  of  the  nineteenth  of  April  at  White- 
hall, were  Whitlocke  and  Widdrington  and  St. 
John,  three  of  the  most  eminent  lawyers  at  that 
time  in  England.  Whitlocke  and  Widdrington 
were  most  earnest  in  representing  the  fatal  con- 
sequences that  would  result  from  so  violent  a  mea- 
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sure,   as  the  closing  the  present  parliament  ab-   chap. 
ruptly,  and  setting-  up  a  new  and  distinct  govern-   ^VI*\ 
ment.     The  opposite  sentiment  was  adopted  by      i65s. 
St.  John.     He  urged,  that  it  was  above  all  things 
requisite  that  the  present  parliament  should  be 
forthwith  terminated,  and  that  the  affairs  of  the 
nation  could  never  be  beneficially  settled  so  long 
as  they  remained  in  authority'1. 

It  cannot  be  too  deeply  regretted  that  we  have  Imperfect- 
no  account  of  these  transactions  from  the  pens  of  informa-  * 
the  republicans.     It  is  beyond  measure  to  be  won-  i.as'Vomc 
dered  at,  that  Vane,  however  firm  and  unalterable  down  t0  Ui- 
he  shewed  himself  in  action,  never  committed  to 
writing  his  own  memoirs,  or  even  any  explanation 
or  vindication  of  his  conduct  in  so  important  a 
crisis.     He  seems  to  have  trusted  to  his  own  in- 
tegrity, and   to  have   disdained  the  thought  of 
entering  on  his  defence.     We  are  reduced  there- 
fore to  the  consulting  the  statements  of  his  adver- 
saries only0. 

We  are  told  that  this  memorable  meeting  ter-  The  con. 

r  i 

minatcd  without  coming  to  any  precise  conclusion,  joumed  to 

It  was  agreed  that  the  same  parties  should  meet  2lenext 

at  the  same  place  the  next  day  in  the  afternoon  : 

and  it  was  understood,  at  least  by  the  officers, 

that  nothing  new  was  in  the  mean  time  to  be  at- 


d  Whitlocke,  Apr.  <20. 

e  The  contrast  is  curious,  from  sir  Henry  Vane  to  the  firebrand 
Lilburne,  who  wrote  a  hundred  pamphlets  upon  as  many  different 
incidents  and  embarrassments  of  his  life. 

2  c.  -2 
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book    tempted  in  parliament,  that  might  any  way  inter- 
t  _    *   j    fere  with  the  propositions  they  had  offered  to  the 

1655.       assembly f. 
Act  of  dis-        The  next  morning-  the  parliament  resumed  the 
rcldv °to ™     consideration  of  the  act  for  their  own  dissolution, 
pass.  which  had  been  only  once  under  discussion  since 

the  end  of  March &.     The  amendments  from  the 
report  had  already  been  decided  on   in  the  suc- 
cessive sittings  of  the  house;  and  all  that  remained 
was  the  third   reading-,  and  that  sanction  of  the 
parliament  which  should  give  the  bill  the  force  of 
a  law.     It  was  vehemently  urged  that  these  forms 
should  be  gone  through,  without  giving  an  oppor- 
tunity for  further  delay.     This  proposition   was 
attended  with   some  debate1'.     General   Harrison 
in  a  tone  of  mild  expostulation  intreated  them  not 
to  engage  in  a  proceeding,  which  would  so  deeply 
offend  Cromwel  and  his  council  of  officers'. 
incidents  It  appears  from  Whitlocke,  that  several  persons 

t0j*at  from  the  adjourned  meeting  of  the  day  before, 
were  already  assembling  at  Whitehall,  and  that 
Whitlocke  was  himself  one  of  the  number.  As 
they  sat,  intelligence  was  brought  to  Cromwel 
what  was  doing  in  the  house.  Cromwel  on  this 
abruptly  broke  off  the  meeting,  and  as  many  mem- 


currec 
Whitehall. 


f  Parliamentary  History,  p.  130, 165. 

»  Journals,  Apr.  13.     Wednesdays  were  the  days  fixed  for  that 
purpose. 

h  Parliamentary  History,  p.  130,  lo\r>.     Whitlocke. 
1  Parliamentary  History,  p.  130. 
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hers  of  parliament  as  were  with  him   repaired  to    chap. 
the  house.     Still  he  continued  at  Whitehall.     At   ^_     ^ 
length   colonel  Ingoldsby  came  to  him,  and  told       i65s. 
him,  if  he  meant  any  thing  decisive,  that  he  had 
no  time  to  losek. 

Cromwel  went  to  the  house,  attended  by  Lam-  Cromwel 
bert,  and  five  or  six  other  officers '.  Cromwel  down  to 
came  in  plain  black  clothes,  with  grey  worsted 
stockings in.  Lambert,  as  we  have  seen,  had  in 
the  preceding  year  sworn  eternal  hostility  against 
the  parliament",  and  was  too  happy  in  accom- 
panying his  powerful  friend  on  this  occasion. 
Cromwel  took  his  seat,  and  for  a  short  time  seem- 
ed to  listen  to  the  debate0.  The  republicans 
were  eager  with  all  practicable  speed  to  pass 
their  act  into  a  law,  and  for  that  purpose  resolved 
to  dispense  with  the  ceremony  of  its  being  en- 
grossed". Cromwel,  seeing  that  the  question  was 
about  to  be  put,  beckoned  Harrison  to  him  from 
the  other  side  of  the  house,  saying,  Now  is  the 
time;  I  must  do  it  i.  lie  then  rose,  and  addressed  style  in 
them  in  terms  of  great  severity,  charging  them  addresses 

them. 

k  Whitlockc.     Perfect  Politician,  p.  168. 

1  Heath,  p.  339.  The  Perfect  Politician,  p.  168,  states  Fleetwood 
to  have  been  one;   but  he  was  in  Ireland.    Sec  Ludlow,  p.  425. 

'"  Leicester's  Journals,  p.  139.  n  Sec  above,  p.  . 

°  Ludlow,  p.  lo j. 

•'  Parliamentary  History,  p.  io;>.  In  the  Journals,  Aug. 9, 1669, 
it  is  expressl)  said  thai  i(  had  been  engrossed! 

q  Ludlow,  p.  i.'.i.. 
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1653. 


Soldiers 
brought 

into  the 
bouse. 


book  with  gross  partiality,  denials  of  justice,  a  grasping 
disposition,  and  an  interested  purpose  to  perpe- 
tuate themselves  in  power.  Suddenly  he  stopped 
himself,  observing,  You  think  perhaps  that  this  is 
not  parliamentary  language  ;  I  know  it;  nor  are 
you  to  expect  such  from  mer.  He  then  walked 
into  the  middle  part  of  the  house,  and  paced  up 
and  down,  like  a  man  agitated  with  conflicting- 
emotions8.  Presently  he  stamped  on  the  floor; 
and,  at  the  signal,  the  doors  were  thrown  open, 
and  a  file  of  musqueteers  entered.  He  then  said, 
You  are  no  parliament;  I  say,  you  are  no  parlia- 
ment :  begone,  and  give  place  to  honester  men*. 

Some  members,  Vane  and  sir  Peter  Wentworth, 
attempted  to  answer,  and  expostulate  with  him. 
But  he  looked  round  him  with  great  indignation, 
and  commanded  them  to  be  silent".  He  then  ad- 
dressed himself  to  particular  members.  He  spoke 
with  great  severity  to  Whitlockew.  He  told  Vane 
that  he  was  a  juggler,  who  might  have  prevented 
all  this,  if  he  wouldx.  He  pointed  to  Marten  and 
sir  Peter  Wentworth  as  whoremastersy,  and  to 
Chaloner  as  a  drunkard2.  He  accused  alderman 
Allen  with  having  defrauded  the  public  of  some 
hundred  thousand  pounds  as  treasurerof  the  armya. 


Altcrca 
tionb. 


The  mem 
bers  are 
dispersed. 


'  [bid.    Leicester's  Journals,  p.  139,  140. 

s  Leicester,  p.  110.     Ludlow,  ubi  supra. 

'  Ludlow,  p.  157.      Perfect  Politician,  p.  169. 

Ludlow,  ubi  supra.         "  Leicester,  p.  140.     x  Ibid,  p.  n  I. 
'  Whitlocke.  '  Dugdale,  p.  105.       ■  Ludlow,  p.  4. '.a. 
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He  ordered  Harrison  to  remove  the  speaker  from    chap. 

the  chair,  who  sat  still,  and  shewed  no  intention   v ^ 

to  move.     Harrison  advanced    towards  Lenthal,      1653. 

and  invited  him;  but  he  denied  that  he  would  be 

removed,  unless  by  force.      Harrison  then  put  his 

hand  within  the  speaker's,  and  led  him  down  the 

steps  of  the  chair  b.    Cromwel  next  cast  his  eye  on 

the  mace  upon  the  table,  and  said,  What  shall  we 

do  with  this  bauble?  Take  it  awavc.     Algernon 

Sidney,  who  happened  that  day  to  sit  nearest  to 

the  speaker's  right  hand,  was  one  of  those  who 

refused  to  move.     Then  Harrison,  and  the  officer 

who  had  brought  in  the  military,  laid  their  hands 

on  his  shoulders,  and  he  retired  d.  Cromwel  turned 

round  to  the  retiring  members,  exclaiming,  It  is 

you  that  have  forced  me  to  this  :  I  have  sought 

the  Lord  night  and  day,  that  he  would  rather  slay 

me,  than  put  me  on  this  worke.     He  then  seized  Cromwel 

on  the  records,  snatched  the  act  of  dissolution  from  toeuttat 

the  hand  of  the  clerk,  commanded  the  doors  to  be  S^* 

locked,  and  went  away  to  Whitehall e.  toedoonof 

^  the  house 

M  hitlocke  absurdly  remarks,  that,  "  among  all  tobeiocked. 
the  parliament-men,  of  whom  many  wore  swords,   Cammea- 
not  one  offered  to  draw  his  sword  against  Crom-  Whitlocke. 
wel,  or  to  make  the  least  resistance  ;  but  all  tamely 
departed."     This   is  the  observation  of  a  person, 
who  had  worn  a  gown  all  his  life,  and  had  never 

b  Ibid,  p.  457.    Whitlocke.   Perfect  Politician,  p.  169.  Leicester 
?ay>-,  he  pulled  him  by  the  gown. 

r  Ludlow,  Whitlocke,  Leicester.  ''  Leicester. 

■  Ludlow,  p.457,  458       S<  ,  p.  H8. 
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Account 
given  by 
(  ininwel 
to  the  coun- 
cil of  olli- 
cers. 


Bradshaw 
president 
of  the 
council. 


known  what  a  weapon  was  fit  for.  To  have  de- 
stroyed Cromwel  by  assassination,  when  the  army 
was  predominant,  and  he  was  in  the  height  of  his 
reputation  and  popularity,  could  have  answered 
no  good  end,  nor  have  been  the  act  of  a  man  who 
loved,  and  understood  the  interest  of,  his  country. 
— The  remark  however  merits  to  be  preserved,  as 
expressing  Whitlocke's  sense  of  what  was  done 
by  the  general. 

From  the  parliament-house  Cromwel  returned 
to  the  council  of  officers,  which  was  yet  sitting. 
He  related  to  them  his  exploit,  and  concluded, 
When  1  went  to  the  house,  I  did  not  think  to  have 
done  this.  But,  perceiving  the  spirit  of  God  so 
strong  upon  me,  I  would  no  longer  consult  flesh 
and  blood f. — This  is  a  memorable  example  of  self- 
delusion. 

In  the  afternoon  he  came  to  the  council  of  state, 
attended  by  Lambert  and  Harrison.  The  twenty- 
eight  days  for  which  Bond  had  been  chosen  pre- 
sident, expired  the  day  before^;  and,  as  we  find 
Bradshaw  recorded  as  presiding  on  the  present 
occasion1',  we  must  suppose  him  to  have  been  called 
to  the  chair  that  very  morning.  It  required  a  man 
of  his  nerve,  his  deep  sense  of  religion,  and  his 
immoveable  spirit,  to  discharge  the  duties  of  that 


f  Echard.  e  See  above,  p.  430. 

h  Ludlow,  p.  461.  Ludlow  does  not  say  he  presided,  but  his 
narrative  clearly  implies  it.  The  latest  day  of  which  there  is  any 
record  in  the  Order  Book,  is  April  15. 
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day.     It  must  have  been  sufficiently  known  what    chap. 
was  about  to  happen  ;  and,  since  the  fate  of  the    (_^    _J 
commonwealth  could  not  be  averted,  all  that  re-      16.33. 
mained  was,  that   it  should   so  die,   as  was  most 
worthy  of  the  days  it  had  lived.     Cromwel  was 
to  be  met  and  confronted  by  a  man  who  in   his 
person  should  represent  the  freedom  and  the  ma- 
jesty of  the  republic,  which  had  now  entered  far 
into  its   fifth  year ;  and,   amidst  all  the  heroes  of 
that  hour  in  England,   it  is  not  too  much  to  say 
that  there  was  no  other  person  from  whose  lips  the 
accents  of  a  dying  state  not  unmeet  to  be  num- 
bered  with  ancient  Athens   or  Rome,   could   so 
worthily  have  been  pronounced. 

Perhaps  no  man  was  ever  placed  in  so  illus-  Position  in 
trious  a  situation  as  that  which  Bradshaw  occu-  "tood! 
pied  at  this  moment.  He  was  to  face  one,  in  that 
age,  so  far  as  related  to  an  ascendancy  over  the 
minds  of  his  fellow-creatures  either  in  war  or 
in  peace,  the  foremost  man  in  the  world.  By 
an  extraordinary  coincidence  the  same  indivi- 
dual who  had  presided  at  the  trial  of  a  legiti- 
mate king,  and  who  had  pronounced  sentence  of 
death  upon  him  for  his  multiplied  delinquencies 
against  his  people,  was  now  called  upon  from  an- 
other chair  to  address  a  usurper  in  the  most  cri- 
tical moment  of  his  career,  and  to  set  before  him 
in  firm  and  impressive  terms  the  deed  he  had  per- 
petrated, and  was  now  perpetrating.  Cromwel 
was  backed  by  all  his  guards,  and  by  an  army  of 
the  highesl  discipline,    and   the  most  undaunted 
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dook    and  prosperous  character.     Bradshavv  appeared 

^ _,   before  him  in  the  simple  robe  of  his  integrity.  The 

i6o3.  lord  general  was  the  most  resolute  of  men,  and  who 
could  least  endure  an  idle  shew  of  opposition. 
The  parade  of  contradiction,  and  the  pomp  of  de- 
clamation, would  have  been  useless.  A  few  words 
(abriefand  concentred  remonstrance)  were  enough. 
They  were  uttered;  and  Cromwel  ventured  on  no 
reply.  Abashed  the  traitor  stood. 
Cromwel  Cromwel,  having  entered  the  council-chamber, 

11  »  O  ' 

breaks  up  . 

the  council,  thus  addressed  the  members  who  were  present. 
Gentlemen,  if  you  are  met  here  as  private  persons, 
you  shall  not  be  disturbed  ;  but,  if  as  a  council  of 
state,  this  is  no  place  for  you  :  and,  since  you  can- 
not but  know  what  was  done  in  the  morning-,  so 
take  notice,  that  the  parliament  is  dissolved.  To 
this  Bradshaw  answered,  Sir,  we  have  heard  what 
you  did  at  the  house  in  the  morning,  and  before 
many  hours  all  England  will  hear  it :  But,  sir, 
you  are  mistaken  to  think  that  the  parliament  is 
dissolved ;  for  no  power  under  heaven  can  dis- 
solve them  but  themselves ;  therefore  take  you 
notice  of  that.- — With  this  protest  the  council  rose, 
and  withdrew1. 

The  act  of        It  is  beyond  measure  extraordinary  that  no  copy 

dissolution  „      .  .    ...     .  -inn  ■  -,  , 

not  to  be  ot  the  bill  itself  tor  putting  an  end  to  the  present 
parliament  and  calling  another,  which  had  been 
three  years  before  the  house,  which  had  gone 
through  all  the  forms,  upon  which  committees  had 


found. 


'    1  lldluw,  »l'i  supra. 


regretted. 
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sat   for  times   innumerable,  which  had  received    chap. 

XXVII. 

amendments  without  end,   and   which  was   now    i  ', 

upon  the  very  point  of  passing  into  a  law,  is  any  1653. 
where  to  be  found  :  at  least  it  has  escaped  my 
most  diligent  enquiries  and  researches.  W  hen 
the  Long  Parliament  resumed  its  sittings  in  1659, 
an  order  was  given  on  the  ninth  of  August,  that 
search  should  be  made  for  itk  ;  and  it  was  possibly 
produced. 

This  bill  was  finally  the  great  object  of  conten-  This  cir- 
tion  between  Cromwel  and  his  officers  on  the  one  much  to  be 
hand,  and  the  parliament  on  the  other.  The 
simplest  and  most  manly  defence  that  the  parlia- 
mentary leaders  could  have  made,  was  to  render 
this  act,  in  the  best  way  they  could  have  devised, 
an  imperishable  record.  If  it  could  not  bear  the 
light,  if  it  could  not  stand  the  investigation  and 
dissection  of  all  profound  and  impartial  enquirers, 
then  indeed  the  cause  of  the  parliamentary  states- 
men was  a  dishonourable  one.  It  would  likely 
enough  have  given  occasion  to  cavils ;  it  would  have 
afforded  an  opportunity  to  those  who  stop  at  general 
maxims,  and  refuse  to  examine  the  circumstances 
of  a  case,  who  consider  only  what  is  abstractedly 
best,  and  not  what  is  humanly  practicable,  to  cen- 
sure its  authors.  This  inconvenience  they  should 
have  despised.  Here  undoubtedly  Vane  and  his 
coadjutors  ought  to  have  taken  their  stand  ;  they 

k  Journals. 
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BOO  k    ought  boldly  to  have  said,  This  bill  comprises  the 

v __,    best  that  we  were  able  to  do  or  to  devise  for  the 

1653.  people  of  England  :  By  this  let  us  be  judged  to 
the  latest  posterity. 
Abstract  of  In  the  sleuderiiess  of  information  we  possess  on 
given  by  the  subject,  the  following  abstract  by  Ludlow  may 
be  of  some  value.  "The  act  for  putting  a  period 
to  the  parliament  was  still  [September  1G52]  be- 
fore a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  who  had 
made  considerable  progress  therein,  having  agreed 
upon  a  more  equal  distribution  of  the  power  of 
election  throughout  England  :  and,  whereas  for- 
merly some  boroughs  that  had  scarce  a  house 
upon  them,  chose  two  members  to  be  their  repre- 
sentatives in  parliament  (just  as  many  as  the  great- 
est cities  in  England,  London  only  excepted),  and 
the  single  county  of  Cornwal  elected  forty-four, 
when  Essex  and  other  counties,  bearing  as  great 
a  share  in  the  payment  of  taxes,  sent  only  six  or 
eight;  this  unequal  representation  of  the  people 
the  parliament  resolved  to  correct,  and  to  permit 
only  some  of  the  principal  cities  and  boroughs  to 
chuse,  and  that  for  the  most  part  but  one  repre- 
sentative, the  city  of  London  only  excepted,  which, 
on  account  of  the  great  proportion  of  its  contri- 
butions and  taxes,  was  allowed  to  elect  six.  The 
rest  of  the  four  hundred,  whereof  the  parliament 
was  to  consist  (besides  those  that  served  for  Ire- 
land and  Scotland)  were  appointed  to  be  chosen 
by  the  several  counties,  in  as  near  a  proportion  as 
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was  possible  to  the  sums  charged  upon  them  for    chap. 

\   \   \ "  I  I 

the  service  of  the  state,  and  all  men   admitted  to       ' 
be  electors,  who  were  worth  two  hundred  pounds       1053. 
in  lands,  leases,  or  goods'." 

We  have  however  a  higher  authority  than  that  They  are  in 

of  Ludlow  for  the  project  and  distribution  of  the  SS^f. 

representative  body,  intended  in  the  act  for  dis-  "tjtusin~ 

solving  this  parliament  and  callino-  another.  Crom-  entitled, 

&  J  &  The  Go- 

wcl  put  an  end  to  the  Little   Parliament  of  his  vemmemof 
own  nomination  on  the  twelfth  of  December  in  the  monwealth 
present  year,  and,  being  inaugurated  Lord  Pro- 
tector four  days  after,  brought  forward  his  scroll, 
entitled  the  Government  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
England,  Scotland   and  Ireland,   and  the  Domi- 
nions  thereunto  belonging.     This  institute  con- 
tains a  complete  outline  of  the  future  representa- 
tion ;  and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  it 
was  copied  in  this  respect  from  the  act  in  question. 
The  representatives  for  England   and  Wales  are 
appointed  to  be  four  hundred  ;  and  the  qualifica- 
tion of  an  elector  is  determined  to  be  an  estate, 
real   or  personal,  to   the   value  of  two  hundred 
pounds'11.     The  distribution  of  the  representation 
is,  as  stated  in  Ludlow,  that  only  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal cities  and   boroughs  should  be   allowed  to 

1  Ludlow,  p.  435,  436. 

m  The  qualification  required  in  Fairfax's  Agreement  ofth<  Peo- 
ple, was  merely,  that  the  electors  were  to  be  natives  or  denizens  ut' 
England,  householders,  not  receiving  alms,  or  being  servants  to 
any  individual.    Set    ibov< ,  p.  4.'?. 
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book    send  members  to  parliament,  and  that  for  the  most 

TIT 

v .    part  but  one  member  for  eaeh,  the  city  of  London 

1653.  only  excepted,  which  was  to  send  six.  The  rest 
of  the  four  hundred  were  to  be  chosen  by  the 
counties".  We  may  therefore,  in  this  plan  of  re- 
presentation, consider  the  parliament  as  having 
survived  itself,  and  bequeathed  to  their  country- 
men, till  the  Restoration  of  the  Stuarts,  such  a 
scheme  of  equal  representation,  as  they  judged 
under  all  the  circumstances  would  conduce  most 
to  the  advantage  of  the  people  of  England. 


The  whole  will  be  found  more  fully  described  in  Chapter  XXXV. 
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CHAPTER   XXVIII. 

CHARACTER  OF  THE  LONG  PARLIAMENT  BY  COX- 
TEMPORARY  WRITERS. A  PATH  V  OF  THE  NA- 
TION ON  THE   EVENT  OF  THEIR   DISPERSION. 

SPECULATIONS  ON  THE  POSSIBLE  RESULT,  IF 
CROMWEL  HAD  NOT  DISPERSED  THE  PARLIA- 
MENT.  QUESTION  OF  THEIR  IMPUTED  COR- 
RUPTNESS CONSIDERED. 

Ludlow   observes51,   It  was  thus  that  Cromwel    chap. 
contrived  "  to  be  rid  of  this  parliament,  that  had      '         * 
performed  such  great  things,  having  subdued  their      16SS. 
enemies  in  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  esta-  0ftheLong 


Parliament 


blished  the  liberty  of  the  people,  reduced  the  king-  JJJJJJJ 
dom  of  Portugal  to  such  terms  as  they  thought  fit 
to  grant,  maintained  a  war  against  the  Dutch  with 
that  conduct  and  success  that  it  seemed  now  draw- 
ing to  a  happy  conclusion,  recovered  our  reputa- 
tion at  sea,  secured  our  trade,  and  provided  a 
powerful  fleet  for  the  service  of  the  nation.  And, 
however  the  malice  of  their  enemies  may  endea- 
vour to  deprive  them  of  the  glory  which  they  justly 
merited,  yet  it  will  appear  to  unprejudiced  poste- 

1  p.  4.V2,  453. 
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book    rity,  that  they  were  a  disinterested  and  impartial 

s ' ^j   parliament,  who,  though  they  had  the  sovereign 

1653.  power  of  the  three  nations  in  their  hands  for  the 
space  of  ten  or  twelve  years,  did  not  in  all  that 
time  give  away  among  themselves  so  much  as  their 
forces  spent  in  three  months."  But  Ludlow  is  a 
party  writer,  and  as  such,  will  be  distrusted. 
By  wi.it-  Let  us  turn  then  to  Whitlocke,  a  man  of  a  sin- 
gularly clear  head,  and  who,  amidst  all  the  tur- 
moils of  faction,  kept  himself  in  a  state  of  perpe- 
tual neutrality.  "  Thus  it  pleased  God,"  says  he, 
"that  this  assembly,  famous  through  the  world  for 
its  undertakings,  actions  and  successes,  having 
subdued  all  their  enemies,  were  themselves  over- 
thrown and  ruined  by  their  own  servants  ;  and 
those  who  they  had  raised,  now  pulled  clown  their 
masters  :  an  example,  never  to  be  forgotten,  and 
scarcely  to  be  paralleled  in  any  story,  by  which 
all  persons  may  be  instructed  how  uncertain  and 
subject  to  change  all  worldly  affairs  are,  and  how 
apt  to  fall,  when  we  think  them  highest.  All 
honest  and  prudent  indifferent  men  were  highly 
distasted  at  this  unworthy  action." 
By  Mrs.  Mrs.  Hutchinson  says b,   "  The  parliament  had 

^^  now,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  restored  the  com- 

monwealth to  a  happy  and  plentiful  condition, 
and  although  the  taxes  were  great,  the  people 
were  rich  and  able  to  pay  them,  they  had  some 


Vol.  II,  p.  197. 
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hundred  thousand  pounds  in  their  purse,  and  were    char 
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free  from  enemies  in  arms  within  and   without,    L      ', 

except  the  Dutch,  whom  they  had  beaten,  and  1653. 
brought  to  seek  peace  upon  honourable  terms. 
And  now  they  thought  it  was  time  to  deliver  the 
people  from  their  burthens,  which  could  not  be 
but  by  disbanding  unnecessary  officers  and  sol- 
diers." 

Algernon  Sidney  saysc,  "When  Van  Tromp  By  Aigcr. 
set  upon  Blake  in  Folkestone  Bay,  the  parliament 
had  not  above  thirteen  ships  against  threescore, 
and  not  a  man  that  had  ever  seen  any  other  fight 
at  sea,  than  between  a  merchant-ship  and  a  pirate, 
to  oppose  the  best  captain  in  the  world.  But,  such 
was  the  power  of  wisdom  and  integrity  in  those 
that  sat  at  the  helm,  and  their  diligence  in  cliusing 
men  only  for  their  merit,  was  attended  with  such 
success,  that  in  two  years  our  fleets  grew  to  be  as 
famous  as  our  land-armies,  and  the  reputation  and 
power  of  our  nation  rose  to  a  greater  height  than 
when  we  possessed  the  better  half  of  France,  and 
had  the  kings  of  France  and  Scotland  for  our  pri- 


soners." 


The  following  testimony  is  the  more  worthy  of  By  Roger 
notice,  as  coming  from  the  pages  of  one  who  had 
been  a  bitter  and  a  scornful  enemy  d.      "  Thus  by 
their  own  mercenary  servants,  and  not  a  sword 

c  Discourses  concerning  Governmrnt,  p.  222. 
rt  Roger  Coke,  Detection  of  the  Court  and  State  of  England, 
Vol.  II,  p.  SO,  Fourth  Edition. 
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drawn  in  their  defence,  fell  the  haughty  and  vic- 
torious Rump,  whose  mighty  actions  will  scarcely 
find  belief  in  future  generations.    And,  to  say  the 
truth,  they  were  a  race  of  men,  most  indefatigable 
and  industrious  in  business,  always  seeking  for 
men  fit  for  it,  and  never  preferring  any  for  favour, 
nor  by  importunity.    You  scarce  ever  heard  of  any 
revolting  from  them ;  no  murmur  or  complaint  of 
seamen  or  soldiers.     Nor  do  I  find  that  they  ever 
pressed  any  in  all  their  wars.     And,  as  they  ex- 
celled in  the  management  of  civil  affairs,  so  it  must 
be  owned  they  exercised  in  matters  ecclesiastic 
no  such  severities,  as  either  the  covenanters,  or 
others  before  them  did  upon  such  as  dissented 
from  them.     Nor  were  they  less  forward   in  re- 
forming the  abuses  of  the  common  law." 

Never  certainly  were  the  obsequies  of  any  as- 
sembly crowned  with  such  epitaphs. 

Addresses  were  diligently  sent  up  from  various 
quarters  to  Cromwel  and  his  council  of  officers, 
thanking  them  for  what  they  had  done,  and  in 
which  of  course  the  authors  congratulated  them- 
selves and  the  nation,  that  they  were  at  length  de- 
livered from  the  tyranny  and  intolerable  oppres- 
sions of  the  parliament.  The  earliest  of  these  was 
from  the  fleet,  dated  April  the  twenty-second, 
signed  by  Dean,  Monk,  and  the  several  captains 
of  the  vessels,  Blake  being  absent  from  indispo- 
sition6.   That  from  the  commissioners  in  Ireland, 


e  Several  Proceedings,  No.  187. 
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Fleetwood,  Ludlow,  Miles  Corbet  and  Jones,  went    G  H  a  p. 
no  further  than  to  express  their  submission  to  the    ^_        ' 
present  government,  without  giving  any  opinion       less. 
as  to  the  wisdom  or  equity  of  the  revolution  that 
had  been  effected f. 

It  is  sufficiently  memorable,  that,  whatever  may   Apathy  of 
be  the  judgment  of  impartial  posterity  on  the  la-  l,u\\T' 
bours  of  this  assembly,  which  sat  from  the  sixth  ' 
of  December  1G48  (the  day  on  which  the  house 
was  purged  by  the  army)  to  the  twentieth  of  April 
1653,  their  dispersion  seems  to  have  been  looked 
upon  without  a  sigh,  and  the  annihilation  of  their 
authority  was  effected  without  a  struGTCfle.      One 
only  address  appears  to  have  been  presented  by 
certain  citizens  of  London,  praying  for  their  re- 
storation. 

The  principal  cause  of  this  is  to  be  found  in  the  Causes  of 
anomalousness  of  their  authority.     The  govern-  """P*** 
mentof  England  had  been  from  the  time  of  Henry 
the  Third  by  king,  lords  and  commons.     In  the   First, the 
beginning  of  the  year  1649  two  of  these  branches  ti,'!',m!n-' 
had  been  superseded  and  set  aside  by  the  arbitrary  !",, ,,",",!',' 
decision  of  the  one  that  remained.    The  commons  d?es" 
of  England  had  been  represented  on  the  third  of 
November  1640 by  five  hundred  and  six  members^. 
The  greatest  number  that  we  find  to  have  sat  since 
the  death  of  Charles  the  First  was  one  hundred 
and  fifty h.  This  smaller  number  had  been  selected 

'Ibid,  No.  190.  s  Se<  above,  Vol.  II,  v.  20. 

bove,  p.  i  ,'i. 
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book  by  no  rule.  Their  exclusive  privilege  of  repre- 
L~~*j  senting  the  nation  had  originated  in  the  event  of 
16SS.  the  sixth  of  December  1648  ;  the  actual  house  of 
commons  from  that  .ime  having  consisted  of  the 
members  whose  sitting  had  been  sanctioned  by 
the  army,  and  such  other  of  the  representatives  of 
the  counties,  cities  or  boroughs,  as  these  members 
had  afterwards  admitted  to  incorporate  with  them. 
The  house  of  commons,  or,  as  they  styled  them- 
selves, the  parliament,  thus  constituted,  was  in 
reality  a  body  recognised  by  no  law,  into  whose 
hands  the  power  of  governing  the  nation  had  fallen 
by  a  strange  series  of  accidents  and  events.  They 
were  supported  by  the  authority  of  the  army  ;  and, 
as  long  as  the  army  and  this  body  of  men  were  in 
good  understanding  with  each  other,  it  would  have 
been  found  extremely  difficult,  to  say  the  least,  to 
deprive  them  of  the  functions  they  assumed. 
Secondly,  Another  circumstance  which  must  never  be  lost 
tnuyconti-  sight  of,  is  that  they  governed  in  unquestionable 
thefrimwei-.  opposition  to  the  sense  of  the  majority  of  the  nation. 
Early  they  had  confessed  that  the  liberties  of  Eng- 
land essentially  depended  on  the  government  be- 
ing in  the  hands  of  free  and  successive  parlia- 
ments. Yet  they  had  never  dared  to  reduce  this 
principle  to  practice,  by  calling  the  people  to  a 
fresh  election  of  their  representatives.  By  thus 
arbitrarily  prolonging  their  power,  they  virtually 
confessed  themselves  to  be  no  better  than  usurpers 

Numerous-  l 

nessofthe        The  consequence  of  all  thiswas,  that  they  had 

malcon  - 

tents. 
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no  hold  on  the  support  of  the  nation.    The  people    chap. 
feared  them,  and  obeyed.      By  their  conduct,  by    ^     _J 
the  policy  of  their  proceedings,  and  by  their  sue-       1653. 
cesses,  they  became  well  entitled  to  general  ad- 
miration.     But  the  nation  could  never  look  upon 
them  as  their  lawful  governors.     And,  when  we 
recollect  how  prone  a  free  people  are  to  murmur 
against  the  most  legitimate  authority,  and  to  shew 
themselves  discontented  and  hostile  to  the  wisest 
measures,  we  shall  cease  to  wonder  that  this  rem- 
nant of  a  parliament  was  less  loved  and  approved 
by  the  nation  they  governed,  than  they  were  ad- 
mired.   The  royalists,  the  adherents  of  a  long  line  i.  Theroy- 
of  English  monarchs,  were  at  all  times  a  strong  a  lsts' 
party.     The  Stuarts  were  in  exile,  the  natural  ob- 
ject of  compassion  and  generous  affection,  and  in 
their  present  situation  incapable  of  affording  fresh 
offence  and  ground  of  displeasure  to  those  whom 
they  called  their  subjects.  The  presbyterians,  who  -.\Thepres- 
may  be  considered  at  this  time  as  the  mass  of  the  bytenims- 
nation,   had   originally  drawn   the  sword  against 
the  king,  and  felt  great  impatience  at  being  now 
trampled  upon  and  kept  down  by  a  party,  who,  till 
within  a  few  years,  had  scarcely  been  heard  of.  The  3.  The  no- 
nobility,  that  great  proportion  of  the  landholders,  thmSL 
who   derived  their  immunities  and  prerogatives  pendents- 
from  the  Norman  conquest,  and  who  at  that  time 
had    regarded   the  whole   people  as   their  slavi 
were  not  extinct.     The  wonder  111   reality  is,  not 
that  this  shadow  of  a  parliament  was  not  loved. 
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and  tliat  England  did  not  rejoice  under  the  benign 
shadow  of  their  authority,  but  that  their  rule  was 
endured,  and  that  it  continued  so  long  unques- 
tioned. 

It  is  a  curious  speculation  to  consider  what 
would  have  been  the  issue,  if  the  unhallowed  am- 
bition of  Cromwel  had  not  prompted  him  to  in- 
terrupt the  sitting  of  the  parliament.  They  not 
parliament  only  could  not  stand  against  his  hostility ;  they 
needed  his  cordial  support.  He  had  in  reality 
been  in  some  measure  their  creator;  he  had  in- 
vited Vane  and  St.  John  to  join  them  ;  he  had  put 
them  in  a  condition  to  confer  substantial  benefits 
on  their  country.  Their  project  had  been,  slowly 
and  gradually  to  convince  the  nation  of  their  worth; 
to  shew  that  they  were  qualified  to  govern,  and 
to  render  a  people  prosperous  and  happy  ;  to  ac- 
quire by  solid  services  their  good  will  and  appro- 
bation ;  and  then  to  throw  themselves  on  their  suf- 
frages. It  was  but  a  short  time  to  the  November 
of  1054,  or  of  the  present  year,  the  period  that  was 
to  be  appointed  by  law  for  the  termination  of  the 
present  parliament.  England,  it  must  be  confessed, 
was  not  ripe  for  a  republican  government ;  it  con- 
tained within  its  boundaries  many  royalists,  men 
all  of  whose  passions  led  them  to  prefer  a  court 
and  its  mummeries,  and  a  multitude  of  bigots, 
who  believed  the  nation  would  never  thrive,  un- 
less all  forms  of  religious  faith  were  proscribed  but 
iheii  own.     If  th<   generation  of  men  then  exist- 
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ino-  could  have  been  induced  to  concur  in  founding    ciia  P. 
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a  state  that  should  rival  the  noblest  times  of  Greece   ;_       ; 
and  Rome,  it  could  be  solely  owing  to  the  uupa-      1053. 
ralleled  patience  and  ability  of  its  present  rulers, 
hoping  against  hope,  and  undiscouraged  and  un- 
dismayed by  a  thousand  obstacles. 

It  was  but  a  small  fragment  of  the  ancient  form  critical 
of  the  Britannic  constitution  that  remained  in  April  JJJShEng. 
1653;  and  this,  so  far  as  related  to  legislative  )f"cdJabsre" 
power,  Cromwcl   demolished  at  a  blow.     He  di-  •""• 
spersed  the  parliament  in  the  morning;  he  drove 
out  the  council  of  state  in  the  afternoon.     Hence- 
forth there  was  nothing  left  but  military  authority, 
the  general  and  the  council  of  war.    Or,  whatever 
was  more  than  this,  was  the  character  and  temper 
of  the  English  nation,  their  love  of  order,   their 
high   moral   qualities,   their  religious   preposses- 
sions, their  good  sense,  and  their  faculty  of  rea- 
soning and  reflection.     These  never  subsisted  in 
greater  activity  than  at  the  present  moment.    And 
this  was  all  that  stood  between  them  and  the  wildest 
anarchy,  or  the  most  unlimited  despotism. 

It  was  a  sacred  pledge  that  Cromwel  now  held   Viewsof 
in  his  hands,  the  liberties  and  the  future  fortune  men. 
of  the  English  nation.     It  was  a  gem,  richer  than 
all  he  could  give  them  in  exchange.     Up  to  the 
morning  of  the  twentieth  of  April  the  parliament 
had  under  their  direction  and  control  the  future 
form  of  the   liberties  of  England.     They    wen 
deeply  sensible  of  the  sacredness  of  the  trust.  The 
way  in  which  it  was  to  be  delivered  down  to  their 
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children  was  the  theme  of  their  daily  thoughts 
and  their  mid  night  meditation  :  Above  all,  they 
were  resolved  not  to  be  precipitate.  They  believed 
that  every  moment  in  which  they  retained  the 
question  undefined,  and  refrained  from  putting  the 
last  seal  to  it,  might  be  employed  in  rendering 
the  people  more  worthy  of  liberty,  more  capable 
of  understanding  its  value,  and  better  prepared  to 
use  it  as  such  a  blessing-  deserved. 

It  is  incalculable  the  mischief  Cromwel  did  by 
this  one  rash  act.  He  taught  them  the  profane- 
ness  of  every  thing  that  was  sacred.  Thus  far, 
they  had  seen  a  grave  assembly  of  lawgivers,  men 
of  religion  and  peace,  anomalous  indeed  in  its  con- 
stitution, and  capricious  in  the  demarcation  of  who 
were  and  who  were  not  its  members,  that  yet  at 
least  conducted  the  government  prosperously,  sub- 
dued its  enemies  abroad  and  at  home,  employed 
itself  daily  in  the  concoction  of  good  laws  and 
wise  institutions,  and  was  studious  for  the  present 
welfare  and  future  happiness  of  the  nation.  The 
mixed  mass  of  the  inhabitants  did  not  always  in- 
deed understand  their  measures  and  their  projects ; 
but  they  waited  patiently  for  the  unwinding  of 
the  drama.  They  heard  them  occasionally  reflected 
on  and  calumniated  ;  but  they  knew  that  the  best 
things  were  not  inaccessible  to  misrepresentation. 
A  considerable  portion  at  least  of  the  most  re- 
spectable part  of  the  community  expected  good 
things  at  their  hands. 

Cromwel  dispersed  and  annihilated  this  assem- 
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blv  in  a  moment.     He  made  all  that  was  sacred    chap. 
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among  men  appear  like  a  house  of  cards.     This   i  j 

assembly  was  all  that  the  genius  of  England  had  1053. 
to  trust  to  ;  and  he  shewed  by  the  experiment  that 
this  could  not  stand  the  shock  of  one  rude  military 
hand.  He  made  a  clear  stage.  He  shewed  that 
constitutions  and  the  bulwarks  of  human  rights 
were  upon  a  level  with  the  sports  of  children. 
There  was  henceforth  nothing  stable,  nothing  on 
which  for  human  affections  to  fix  their  attachment. 
What  seemed  excellent  and  venerable  one  day,  was 
swept  away  on  the  next.  And  the  final  result,  after 
six  years  of  fluctuation  and  crisis,  was  that  a  part 
of  the  people  willingly  subsided  under  the  shadow 
of  ancient  institutions  without  discrimination,  for 
the  sake  of  something  constant  and  permanent, 
while  the  other  part,  having  been  so  often  baffled 
in  their  most  sanguine  expectations,  stood  by,  as 
uninterested  spectators,  in  hopeless  apathy. 

The  scene  of  this  day  affords  us  an  ample  illus-  His  arbi- 
tration of  the  arbitrary  character  and  daring  spirit  JJJJ^  a 
of  Cromwel,  in  which  qualities  he  was  never  sur- 
passed, and  which  we  shall  have  occasion  to  see 
repeatedly  exemplified  in  the  sequel. 

One  species  of  attack   has  been  so  repeatedly  charge  of 
made  on  the  character  of  this  parliament,  that  it  ^^J^ 
must  not  be  passed  over  in  silence.     They  have  J^^*6*" 
been  charged  as  the  most  venal  and  shameless  of 
men,  attentive  only  to  the  filling  their  own  purses, 
and  heaping   estate  upon  estate  with  insatiabh 
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book    avarice.     And,  as  they  never  gave  any  answer  to 

v _j  this  charge,  it  has  passed  current,  with  little  ex- 

ic53.      ception  to  the  present  day. 
They  en-  Tliey  possessed  the  great  offices  of  the  state.   A 

graatoffices  moment's  reflection  would  have  told  us  this,  with- 
out need  of  an  accuser.     It  is  difficult  to  conceive 
how  the  affairs  of  a  great  and  flourishing  people 
should  have  been  administered  otherwise.     And, 
as  the  scurrilous  writers  of  the  royalist  party  have 
represented  them  as  a  combination  of  coblers  and 
draymen,  persons  raised  from  the  dregs  of  the 
people,  it  was  but  natural  for  them  to  call  upon  us 
to  unite  in  indignation  against  such  men,  pushing 
uieat  noblemen  and  opulent  statesmen  from  their 
places,  and  occupying  their  seats  in  their  stead. 
Members©*       The  first  author  of  this  accusation  of  venality 
mththrir     an<^  peculation,  is  a  writer  that  has  frequently 
mems  List  come  before  us,  Clement  Walker,  in  the  First  Part 
nnnTwIa'   °^  ^lls  History  of  Independency,  printed  in  the 
kcr:  First    year  1648.     He  has  given  a  "List  of  Names  of 
Members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  annexing  to 
each  such  Sums  of  Money,  Offices  and  Lands,  as 
they  had  given  to  themselves  for  Service  done  and 
to  be  done  against  the  King  and  Kingdom."  The 
list  contains  one  hundred  names,  and  the  author 
second        has  entitled  it  the  "  First  Century.'1     A  Second 

Cenlurv,by  .  J 

i.  ...wiiar-  Century,  according  to  Anthony  Wood,  was  added 
by  Wharton,  the  astrologer,  in  the  same  year'. 

1  Athense  Oxonienses,  Art.  Geo.  Wharton.     • 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH.  475 

At  length  the  whole  was  condensed  and  amalga-  chap. 
mated  in  a  tract,  entitled,  The  Mystery  of  the  v_^_j 
Good  Old  Cause  Briefly  Unfolded,  published  a      ws* 

J  L  Mystery  of 

few  months  after  the  Restoration.     This  tract  ex-  the  Good 

i   -i   •  i  i        i  i  c    °ld  Cause. 

hibits  about  one  hundred  and  ninety  names  ot 
supposed  defaulters11. 

This  severe  arraignment  of  the  members  of  the  Seif-deny- 

i      -i     •        i        inS  orui- 

parliament  dissolved  by  Cromwel,  is  built  in  the  nance  ex. 
first  place  upon  a  mistake.  The  object  of  Clement  p 


k  This  despicable  libel  is  reprinted  in  Cobbet's  Parliamentary 
History,  with  the  following  introduction:  "A  motion  had  been 
made,  1  August  [5  August]  1C18,  for  reviving  the  ordinance 
against  places  of  profit  being  held  by  members  of  parliament.  A 
day  was  appointed  for  taking  it  into  consideration,  but  postponed 
from  time  to  time,  and  at  lasl  entirely  laid  aside;  most  of  the  mem- 
bers having  very  powerful  reasons  for  dropping  such  an  enquiry, 
as  will  appear  by  a  curious  pamphlet,  a  copy  of  which  will  be  found 
in  the  Appendix  to  the  present  volume."  [Note,  the  resolution  was 
made,  and  twice  repeated,  in  the  month  of  August  1648,  during 
the  ascendancy  of  the  preshyterians,  so  that  the  independents  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it ;  and  the  words  of  the  resolution  are,  "  thai 
me  house  take  into  debate  the  offices  conferred  on  members  of  the 
house,  and  public  monies  by  them  received."  The  clause  of  the 
self-denying  ordinance  referred  to,  stands  thus,  "Provided  always 
that,  during  this  war,  the  benefit  of  all  offices,  being  neither  military 
nor  judicial,  hen  alb  r  to  be  granted,  by  both  or  either  house  of 
parliament,  or  by  any  authority  derived  from  thence,  shall  go  and 
inure  to  such  public  uses  as  both  houses  of  parliament  shall  appoint; 
and  the  grantees  shall  be  accountable  to  the  parliament  for  all  the 
profits  and  perquisites  thereof,  and  shall  have  no  profil  out  of  anj 
such  office,  mill  i  than  a  compett  111  salary  tor  tin  execution  of  tin 
same,  in  such  mannei  is  both  hou  <  of  pai  liamenl  shall  ordei  and 
Mid. mi "     '"inn  d      i  Lords    Vpril   ■    1<  I 
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book  Walker  was  to  collect  a  list  of  the  names  of  such 
v  * ^  as  held  offices,  as  he  says,  "contrary  to  the  self- 
1653.  denying  ordinance."  Now  it  has  already  appeared 
that  there  were  two  self-denying  ordinances  :  and 
it  has  been  the  artifice  of  the  enemies  of  the  com- 
monwealthsmen  to  confound  these  two  together. 
The  first  ordinance  forbade  any  member  of  either 
house  of  parliament  from  bearing  any  office,  civil 
or  military,  during  the  war.  This  ordinance  was 
proposed  in  the  house  of  commons  on  the  ninth 
of  December  1G44,  and  was  rejected  by  the  lords 
on  the  thirteenth  of  January  following1.  A  se- 
cond self-denying  ordinance  was  then  brought  in, 
and  passed  into  a  law  on  the  third  of  April  1645. 
This  was  essentially  a  temporary  measure,  and 
extended  no  further  than  the  discharging  mem- 
bers of  either  house  of  parliament  from  the  of- 
fices they  then  held,  without  so  much  as  forbid- 
ding their  reappointment1".  The  question  with 
Clement  Walker  and  his  fellows  was,  whether 
the  members  of  the  house  of  commons  were  not 
bound  in  delicacy  to  conform  to  the  law,  which 
they  had  passed,  and  the  lords  had  rejected.  This 
idea  however  was  set  aside,  not  covertly  and  clan- 
destinely, but  in  the  most  open  manner.  When 
it  was  determined  in  autumn  1645,  to  recruit  the 
house  of  commons  by  issuing  writs  for  new  elec- 
tions in  the  room  of  those  members  who  had  de- 


c  above,  Vol.  I,  p.  394,  et  seqq.  '"  Ibid,  p.  109. 
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serted  their  seats  by  adhering  to  the  king,   Fair-    chap. 

X'VVTTT 

fax,    Blake,    Ludlow,   Algernon   Sidney,    Ireton,    i*         j 
Skippon,   Massey  and  Hutchinson,  some  of  the       1653. 
most  considerable  officers  in  the  army,  were  among 
the  persons  returned  to  occupy  the  vacant  seats". 

Walker's  list  therefore,  which  forms  the  most  Analysis  of 
considerable  part  of  that  in  the  Mystery  of  the  List. e 
Good  Old  Cause,  contains  the  names  of  many  who 
can  by  no  construction  be  considered  as  corrupt 
men  and  peculators.  Twenty-one  persons  are  put 
down,  merely  because  they  were  at  one  and  the 
same  time  members  of  parliament,  and  colonels  in 
the  army.  Blake,  Dean  and  Rainsborough  appear 
for  no  reason,  but  because  they  were  admirals. 
Algernon  Sidney,  and  six  others,  because  they 
were  the  commanders  of  garrisons.  Strickland, 
because  he  was  an  ambassador;  and  sir  William 
Armine  because  he  was  a  commissioner  in  Scot- 
land. It  was  expressly  provided  by  the  second 
self-denying  ordinance,  that  the  commissioners  of 
the  great  seal,  and  the  commissioners  of  the  ad- 
miralty, navy  and  revenue,  should  not  even  be 
disturbed  in  their  places ;  yet  their  names  swell 
the  list.  It  includes  some  of  the  most  eminent 
presbyterians,  Ilollis,  sir  John  Merrick,  and  sir 
William  Waller.  It  includes  Hampden.  Both 
Centuries  were  drawn  up  and  published,  before 
the  triumph  of  the  independents,  and  the  death 
of  the  kin 


"  Se<  Vol.  II,  p.  I",  1 1. 
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^  gainst  this  sort  of  arraignment  it  appears  merely 

necessary  to  recal  to  the  attention  of  the  reader 
one  or  two  remarks  from  the  testimonies  to  the 
parliament  dissolved  by  Cromwel,  that  have  been 
already  cited.  Ludlow  observes,  "  However  the 
malice  of  their  enemies  may  endeavour  to  deprive 
them  of  the  glory  which  they  justly  merited,  yet 
it  will  appear  to  unprejudiced  posterity,  that  they 
were  a  disinterested  and  impartial  parliament,  who, 
though  they  had  the  sovereign  power  of  the  three 
nations  in  their  hands  for  the  space  of  ten  or 
twelve  years,  did  not  in  all  that  time  give  away 
among-  themselves  so  much  as  their  forces  spent 
in  three  months."  Algernon  Sidney  celebrates 
the  men  who  "  sat  at  the  helm,  for  their  wisdom 
and  integrity,  and  their  diligence  in  chusing  the 
persons  they  employed  solely  for  their  merit."  And 
Roger  Coke,  their  enemy,  whose  whole  thoughts 
were  centred  in  commerce  and  trade,  affirms  of 
them,  that  they  were  "  a  race  of  men,  most  inde- 
fatigable and  industrious  in  business,  always  seek- 
ing for  men  fit  for  it,  never  preferring  any  for  fa- 
vour or  importunity,  and  forward  in  reforming 
abuses0." 


°  It  is  exceedingly  painful,  among  the  calumniators  of  the  par- 
liament, and  still  more,  among  the  apologists  of  the  violence  of 
Cromwel,  to  have  to  record  the  name  of  Milton.  lie  says,  in  his 
Defensio  Seamda,  published  May  1054,  "  Cum  videres  moras  ?iccti, 
privata  quemque  rei,  guam  pub  Ik  a,  attentiorem,  populum  queri  delusion 
se  sua  spe,  et  potentia  paucorum  circumvention  esse,  quod  ipsi  toties  mo- 
niti  nolebant,  eorum  dominationi  finem  imposuisti."  "When  you 
[Cromwel]  sav  them  studious  only  of  delay,  and  perceived  each 
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one  more  attentive  to  private  advantage  than  to  the  public  \\<  l&re,      i    II  A  P. 
when  you  found  the  nation  lamenting  over  their  deluded  hop' 
which  were  successfully  baffled  and  disappointed  by  the  power  of 
a  few,  you  at  length  did  that,  which  they  had  frequently  been  warned 
and  intreated  to  do,  and  put  an  end  to  their  sittings." 

In  the  mean  time  this  circumstance  furnishes  us  with  another 
memorable  instance  of  the  ascendancy  of  the  mind  of  Cromwel, 
whom  no  one  that  was  animated  with  high  republican  sentiments 
of  liberty  could  fail  to  love,  and  in  whom  it  was  almost  impossible 
to  refrain  from  placing  the  fullest  confidence.     Milton  in  this  pub- 
lication speaks  of  his  qualities  in  terms  of  the  most  ardent  enthu- 
siasm.    He  says,  u  At  the  beginning  of  the  war  Cromwel  was  first 
trusted  with  a  troop  of  horse.     But  speedily,  from  the  judgment 
which  all  good  men  entertained  respecting  him,  the  number  of  his 
followers  rapidly  increased,  and  in  the  greatness  of  his  enterprises, 
and  the  rapidity  of  their  execution,  he   immediately  equalled   the 
most  consummate  generals.     Nor  is  this  wonderful:  he  was  a 
soldier  thoroughly  accomplished  in  the  art  of  self-knowledge,  and 
his  first  successes  were  against  the  internal  enemies  of  human 
virtue, vain  hopes,  fears, aspirings,  and  ambition.  His  first  triumphs 
were  over  himself;  and  he  was  thus  enabled,  from  the  day  that  hi 
beheld  an  enemy  in  the  field,  to  exhibit  the  endowments  of  a  ve- 
teran.    Such  was  the  temper  and  discipline  of  his  mind,  moulded, 
not  merely  to  military  subordination,  but  to  the  precepts  of  Chris- 
tian sanctity  and  sobriety,  that  all  the  good  and  the  valiant  v. 
irresistibly  drawn  to  his  camp,  not  merely  as  the  best  school  ol 
martial  science,  but  also  of  piety  and  religion,  and  those  who  joined 
it  were  necessarily  rendered  such  by  his  example.     These  he  re- 
tained in  theii  duty,  whether  in  times  of  actual  service,  or  in  inter- 
vals of  leisure,  not  by  bounties  and  dangerous  indulgence,  bul 
with  his  single  authority  and  the  customary  pay;  in  which  empire 
over  the  minds  of  his  followers  he  was   surpassed  neither  by  Kpa- 
minondas,  nor  Cyrus,  nor  any  of  the  most  vaunted  generals  oi  an- 
tiquity.    Thus  he   formed  to  himself  an  army  of  men,  who  were 
no  Booner  under  lii-  command,  than  thej  became  the  patterns  ol 
order,  obedient  to  his  slightest  ons,  popular  and  fcx  lov(  d  bj 

their  fellow-citizens,  and  to  the  enenvj  not  more  terrible  in  the  field, 
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BOOK     than  welcome  in  ihcir  quarters.     In  the  towns  and  villages  where 
***•  they  sojourned  in  no  way  offensive  or  rapacious,  abstaining  from 

violence,  wine,  intemperance  and  impiety,  so  that  suddenly  the  in- 
habitants, rejoicing  in  their  disappointment,  regarded  them  not  as 
enemies,  but  as  guests  and  protectors,  a  terror  to  the  disorderly,  a 
safeguard  to  the  good,  and  by  precept  and  example  the  teachers  of 
all  piety  and  virtue."  Milton  then  goes  on  to  enumerate  the  vic- 
tories of  Cromwel  at  Preston,  in  Ireland,  at  Dunbar,  and  at  Wor- 
cester, and  concludes,  "  As  long  as  you,  Cromwel,  are  preserved  to 
us,  he  must  want  reliance  on  the  Providence  of  God,  who  fears  for 
the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  English  nation,  you  being  so 
evidently  the  object  of  divine  favour  and  protection."  We  shall  see 
hereafter  how  Milton  tardily  and  with  reluctance  was  compelled  to 
change  his  opinion  of  the  general. 

It  deserves  to  be  remarked  as  further  apparent  in  this  very  pub- 
lication, that  the  difference  in  sentiment  between  Milton  and  Brad- 
shaw  in  the  important  question  of  the  forcible  dissolution  of  the 
parliament,  made  no  interruption  in  their  intimacy;  Milton  here 
celebrating  the  virtues  of  Bradshaw  with  the  utmost  warmth  and 
eloquence,  and  expressly  speaking  of  him  as  a  friend  whose  society 
and  intercourse  he  should  never  cease  to  cultivate. 

The  entire  reliance  on  the  character  and  intentions  of  Cromwel, 
which  is  here  expressed,  can  scarcely  be  supposed  to  have  been  en- 
tertained by  such  a  man  as  Milton,  without  personal  communication, 
and  assurances  as  of  man  to  man;  more  especially  as,  from  his  si- 
tuation of  Latin  secretary  to  the  council  of  state,  he  must  have  had 
occasion  to  see  Cromwel  almost  every  day. 

There  is  a  tract  in  the  British  Museum,  entitled,  A  Letter  written 
to  a  Gentleman  in  the  Country,  touching  the  Dissolution  of  the 
Late  Parliament,  and  the  Reasons  thereof,  dated  May  3 ;  on  the 
title-  i   which  the  purchaser,  May  16,  has  written  the  name 

of  Milton  as  the  author.  But,  though  the  opinions  expressed  in 
this  tract  are  in  a  great  degree  coincident  with  those  which  Milton 
now  unfortunately  entertained,  yet  the  piece  itself  is  totally  de- 
ficient in  the  fervour  of  composition  and  elevation  of  soul,  which 
or  less  always  mark  the  writings  of  this  great  man. 
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The  following-  paper  is  copied  verbatim  from  a 
broad-side,  "  London  printed,  by  D.  Maxwell, 
1C59,"  some  time  after  the  re-assemblino*  of  the 
Long  Parliament  in  the  month  of  May  in  that  year. 

A  Catalogue  of  the  Names  of  the  Present  Parliament,  in- 
terrupted April  19,  1653.  Whereof  those  that  do  not  yet  sit,  arc 
marked  thus*. 


William  Lenthall,  Speaker. 
Earl  of  Salisbury. 

Philip  Earl  of  Pemhroke. 

Philip  Lord  Viscount  Lisle. 

William  Lord  Monson. 

Oliver  St.  John,  Lord  Chief 
Justice. 

John  Wild,  Lord  Chief  Baron. 

Lord  Commiss.  John  Lisle. 

LordCommiss.  Bulstrode  Whit- 
lockc. 

Lieutenant  Gencrall  Fleetwood. 

Lieutenant  Generall  Ludlow. 

Major  Generall  Skippon. 

Sir  Arthur  Haslerig. 

Sir  Henry  Vane. 

Sir  Thomas  \\  roth. 
Sir  Thomas  Walsingham. 
Sir  Henry  Mildmay. 
*  Sir  Michael  Livesey. 
Sir  Robert  Goodwin. 
Sir  John  Trevor. 
sir  William  Brereton. 
Sir  Thomas  Widdrington 
Sir  Richard  Lucy. 


'  sir  Francis  Russell. 

Sir  John  Lenthall. 

Sir  William  Strickland. 
'  Sir  John  Bourchier. 

Sir  Gilhert  Pickering. 

*  Sir  Peter  WTcntworth. 
Sir  James  Harrington. 
Edm.  Prideaux,  Atturn.  Oen. 
Roger  Hill,  Serjeant  at  Law. 
Erasmus  Earle,  Serjeant  at  Law. 
John  Jones 

*  James  Challoner 
*John  Moyle 

Tho.  Crompton 

Christopher  Martin 

Henry  Smith 
-  Miles  Corbet 

Mich.  Oldsworth      ►Esquires 

Carew  Raleigh 
1  Edward  Howard 
'Jnliii  Gurdon 

John  Fielder 

Thorn  i-  Atkin 

John  Hutchinson 
'  Edmund  Hunch 
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BOOK      Tho.  Pury,  sen. 

Simon  Meyne 

ITI-          Tho.  Challoner 

Tho.  Scot 

^^v^^^       William  Lenian 

George  Fleetwood 

Edmund  Harvey 

Tho.  Pury,jun. 

Henry  Marten 

William  Eyre 

Benjamin  Weston 

Tho.  Boone 

\\  ill.IIeveningham 

Edmund  West 

John  Barker 

Robert  Reynolds 

George  Thomson 

William  White 

Lnkc  Robinson 

♦Rich.  Darley 

♦Gilbert  Millington 

*  John  Carew 

Augustine  Garland 

Augustine  Skinner 

Henry  Nevil 

John  Dove 

Rohert  Andrew 

Thomas  Birch 

Thomas  Lister 

Nich.  Love 

Peter  Brook 

Philip  Smith 

John  Trenchard 

Valentine  Wanton 

Nath.  Rich 

*Alex.  Popham 

Nicholas  GouUl 

'  Esquires        Rohert  Cecill 

Algernon  Sydney 

Isaac  Pennington 

John  Lowry 

John  Fag 

William  Say 

William  Hay 

Edward  Ne\ill 

Nath.  Ilallowes 

•John  Wastell 

Thomas  Wayte 

Henry  Darley 

*  Henry  Arthington 

♦Francis  Lassels 

Walter  Strickland 

William  Purefoy 

John  Pyne 

Nich.  Letch  mere 

*Tho.  Mackworth 

John  Dormer 

Gervas  Pigot 

William  Cawley 

Francis  Thorp 

John  Nut 

Robert  Bennet 

Rich.  Ingold>!>\ 

Robert  Nicholas 

Cornelius  Holland 

♦Rich.  Norton 

Edmund  Wilde 

♦John  Stevens 

John  Corbet 

Peter  Temple 

James  Ash 

James  Temple 

John  Goodwin 

John  Weaver 

J-  Esqr.ii 
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Richard  Salwey 

Herbert  Morley 
James  Nelthorp 
Robert  Brewster 
John  Dixwell 

*Tlio.  Harrison 
John  Downs 

*John  Anlaby 


•  Esquires 


•  rho.  Wogan 

Brampton  Guidon 
Robert  Wallop 
William  Sydenham 
John  Bingham 
Philip  Jones 
John  Palmer 
William  Ellis 


(  II  A  P. 
XXVIIt 


\65:\ 


Esquires 


In  all,  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight :  the  follow- 
ing names  of  persons,  who  sat  in  parliament  be- 
tween the  thirtieth  of  January  1649,  and  the  twen- 
tieth of  April  1G53,  but  which  are  not  contained 
in  the  above  List,  are  given  from  recollection  only : 
the  account  must  not  therefore  be  presumed  to  be 
complete. 


Oliver  Cromwel,  dead. 

Henry  Ireton,  dead. 

Robert  Blake,  dead. 

Philip,    lib   Earl  of  Pembroke, 

dead . 
Sir  William  Armine,  Bart,  dead. 
Lord  Fairfax. 

In  all,  one  hundred  and  forty-nine 


Edward,   Lord  Howard  of    E 

crick,  expelled  ■'. 
John  Fry,  expelled'". 
Nathaniel  Fienm  - 
Francis  Rous. 
John  Crewe. 


p  See  above,  p    1 1 1  - 


v  the  next  Chapter. 
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CHAPTER    XXIX. 

MISCELLANEOUS  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  LONG  PAR- 
LIAMENT.  INTRODUCTION    OF    THE  EXCISE. 

ESTABLISHMENT    OF     THE    POST-OFFICE. COM- 
MITTEES   OF    PARLIAMENT. SEQUESTRATIONS. 

WRIT    OF     HABEAS     CORPUS. TENURE     OF 

THE    JUDGES,  QUAMDIU    SE    BENE    GESSERINT 

ABOLITION     OF     THE    COURT     OF    WARDS. 

ABOLITION  OF   FEUDAL    TENURES. RELIGIOUS 

TOLERATION    ASSERTED. CASES    OF    FRY    AND 

BIDDLE. 

book    In  the  close  of  the  history  of  this,  which  is  so  well 

in 
v^     ^j   known  in  the  annals  of  our  country  by  the  name 

Recapitu-  of  the  Long  Parliament,  it  is  but  reasonable  that 
we  should  pause,  to  consider  its  character,  and 
■  recollect  in  what  state  this  memorable  body  of  re- 
presentatives found  the  government  and  liberties 
of  their  native  land,  and  in  what  condition  they 
handed  them  down  to  those  who  were  to  come 
after  them. 
Rcvoiu-  The  Long  Parliament,  however  we  are  accus- 

ing Par-  tomed  to  speak  of  it  by  one  general  appellation, 
underwent  many  revolutions.  It  first  met,  frequent 
and  full,  in  the  close  of  the  year  1640.  In  the 
second  year  of  its  existence,  on  the  commencement 
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of  the  civil  war,  it  underwent  a  grievous  defal-   chap. 
cation  of  its  numbers,   in  consequence  of  which    .  ' 

the  king-  called  together  what  has  been  styled  the 
anti-parliament  at  Oxford  in  January  1644,  where 
one  hundred  and  eighteen  commoners  gave  in 
their  names a.  In  1G47  it  suffered  external  vio- 
lence, first,  from  a  tumult  of  the  citizens,  which 
induced  the  speakers,  with  a  number  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  two  houses,  to  withdraw  from  the  me- 
tropolis, and,  secondly,  from  the  army,  who  re- 
stored the  speakers,  and  drove  away  several  mem- 
bers that  had  favoured  the  tumult.  Lastly  came 
the  purging  of  the  house  of  commons  in  Decem- 
ber 1648,  immediately  before  the  king's  trial. 

Yet  amidst  all  these  revolutions,  from  the  hour  Features 
of  their  first  assembling  to  their  final   dispersion  ractensedit 
by  Cromwel,  the  parliament  preserved  in   a  cer-  JJallges! 
tain  degree  the  same  character,  were  the  resolute 
adversaries  of  despotism  and  prerogative,  and  the 
strenuous  supporters  of  a  government  and  politi- 
cal condition  which  should  repose  on  the  basis  of 
freedom.     We  will  therefore  consider  the  main 
features  of  their  conduct  as  legislators,   without 
being-  at  ail  times  anxious  to  distinguish  whether 
the  different  circumstances  that  occur,  belong  to 
the  parliament,  when  it  was  presbyterian  or  inde- 
pendent, or  when  the  majority  of  members  were 
the    partisans  of  limited   monarchy    or    republi- 
cs. 
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bog  k    canism.     What  we  have  here  to  relate  will  consist 
v___^   principally  of  measures,  which  tend  in  a  high  de- 
gree to  exalt  their  character  as  legislators,  but 
which  thus  far,  in  the  rapid  succession  of  events 
to  be  recorded,  have  either  been  wholly  overlooked 
by  us,  or  very  inadequately  explained. 
institution-       In  every  period  of  their  existence  they  were 
"oran'ents   under  the  direction  of  men  of  long-  views,  profound 
in.^iuc,,!    reflectionj  aml  strong  habits  of  system  and  method. 
The  first  two  or  three  particulars  we  shall  mention 
relate  to  them  rather  as  men  alive  to  the  general 
prosperity  and  well  being  of  their  countrymen, 
than  as  legislators  anxious  for  the  privileges  and 
freedom  of  all. 
The  excise.       The  system  of  excise  was  first  introduced  into 
this   country  by  the  celebrated  Pym   in  the   year 
1G43  b.  The  idea  was  borrowed  from  the  financial 
proceedings  in  Holland.   Excise  is  a  tax  upon  the 
manufacture  of  a  commodity,   paid  by  the  manu- 
facturer; also,  on  the  importation  of  goods,  upon 
which,   if  manufactured  at  home,  an  excise-duty 
would  be  required,  an  equivalent  sum  in  that  case 
being  demanded  from  the  importer.     The  retailer 
of  excisable  commodities   has  likewise  in  many 
cases  to  pay  for  an  annual  licence0.    Excise  there- 


b  Journals  of  Commons,  May  17,  1643.  Dugdale,  View  of  the 
Trouble?,  j>.  120. 

c  I  intended  to  have  inserted  in  this  place  Blackstone's  definition 
"i  excise,  which,  he  says,  'i>an  inland  imposition,  paid  -omctimes 
upon  tlu  consumption  bl   th<  commodity,  or  frequently  upon  the 
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fore  differs  from  the  duty,  denominated  customs,    chap. 

•  •  i  XXIX 

in  this,  that  the  latter  being  paid  upon  the  ex- 
portation or  importation  of  commodities  will  often 
fall  on  the  raw  material,  whereas  the  former  is  only 
collected  upon  a  commodity  ready  for  sale  to  the 
consumer.  It  is  therefore  peculiarly  distinguished 
by  its  being  imposed  at  the  latest  practicable  pe- 
riod, and  is  in  that  sense  the  most  economical  of 
all  taxes.  The  earlier  any  impost  is  paid,  the 
heavier  it  falls  upon  the  consumer  in  the  end,  since 
every  trader  through  whose  hands  the  commodity 
passes,  must  have  a  profit,  not  only  upon  the  raw 
material,  and  his  own  labour  and  time,  but  also 
upon  the  tax  itself,  which  is  paid  by  him,  long 
before  he  is  remunerated  by  the  consumer.  Not- 
withstanding which  it  has  been  observed,  that  the 
duties  earliest  paid  are  least  felt  by  the  people, 
the  merchant  being  sensible  that  they  do  not  even- 
tually and  in  the  last  result  fall  upon  him,  and 
the  consumer  being  induced  to  confound  them 
with  the  intrinsic  price  of  the  commodity*1. 

But  this   very   circumstance  renders  customs,   in  adapted 

to  a  de- 

retail  sale,  which  is  the  last  stage  before  the  consumption."  Com-  vernment. 
mentarics,  Book  I,  Chap.  viii.  But  I  felt  that  I  could  not  under- 
stand it;  and  I  applied  in  vain  to  persons  most  conversant  with 
the  subject,  for  an  explanation  of  his  language.  It  is  however  in- 
serted, "  unchewed  and  whole,"  and  without  a  comment,  in  the 
Encyclopedias.  The  account  given  above,  was  supplied  to  me  by 
an  experienced  and  skilful  friend,  Mr.  David  Booth,  the  mathema- 
tician. 
H  Blackstone,  Bunk  I,  Chap.  viii. 
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book  and  duties  imposed  on  the  raw  material,  taxes  for 
slaves ;  and  excise,  or  a  duty  on  goods  already 
prepared  for  consumption,  a  tax  for  men,  who  feel 
that  what  they  pay  for  is  a  substantial  benefit  to 
themselves.  When  men  are  contending  for  their 
liberties  and  every  thing  that  is  dear  to  them,  they 
are  prepared  to  make  great  sacrifices  ;  and  such  a 
people,  as  Montesquieu  sayse,  will  frequently  take 
on  themselves,  of  voluntary  choice,  imposts  more 
severe  than  the  most  arbitrary  prince  would  dare 
to  lay  on  his  subjects. 
Suited  to  a        Another  objection  that  is  frequentlv  made  to 

republic.  °  #  \  J 

the  duty  of  excise,  is  the  severity  of  its  collection, 
since  it  is  found  necessary  to  give  to  its  officers  a 
power  of  entering  into  and  searching  the  houses 
of  those  who  deal  in  the  commodities  on  which  it 
is  laid,  at  any  hour  of  the  day,  and  sometimes  of 
the  night.  But  this  objection  is  of  the  same  de- 
scription as  the  preceding.  Undoubtedly  a  softer 
and  more  forbearing  mode  of  treatment  may  be 
attained  in  a  mixed,  than  in  a  republican  govern- 
ment. In  the  former  the  individual  is  more  con- 
sidered;  in  the  latter  the  public.  He  who  is  not 
contented  to  sacrifice  in  a  certain  degree  his  in- 
dividuality and  some  of  his  indulgences  to  the 
well  being  of  the  whole,  is  not  yet  sufficiently 
prepared  to  become  a  citizen  under  the  purest  and 
noblest  kind  of  political  administration. 


Esprit  des  Loix,  Liv.  XIX.  Chap.  '.'?. 
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A  second  source  of  revenue  established  about    chap. 

XXIX 

the  same  time  was  the  post-office.  For  this  insti-  0__1> 
tution  in  the  form  in  which  it  lias  ever  since  been  rost-office. 
enjoyed  in  this  country,  we  are  indebted  to  Ed- 
mund Prideaux,  who  was  afterwards  appointed 
attorney-general  to  the  commonwealth f.  At  the 
time  of  the  commencement  of  the  civil  war  he  was 
chairman  of  a  committee  for  considering  what  rates 
should  beset  upon  inland  letters^;  and  on  the 
seventh  of  September  164-1  an  ordinance  passed 
the  house  of  commons,  appointing  him  to  the  of- 
fice of  postmaster-general h.  It  does  not  appear 
that  this  ordinance  ever  received  the  concurrence 
of  the  house  of  lords.  Prideaux  was  probably  al- 
ready in  the  exercise  of  the  appointment;  and, 
amidst  the  discussions  of  the  self-denying  ordi- 
nance, he  being  a  member  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons,  the  farther  proceeding  in  this  law  in  the 
house  of  lords,  was  first  neglected  and  afterwards 
forgotten.  From  his  own  narrative  we  find  that 
he  had  established  a  weekly  conveyance  of  letter-, 
into  all  parts  of  the  nation,  and  that  he  kept  up  a 
regular  intercourse  of  packets  between  England 
and  Ireland1. 

It  is  almost  impossible  for  words  to  do  justice  Commit. 

tees  <>f  pai  - 
Li  anient 
'  He  was  the  younger  son  of  sii  Edmund  Prideaux  of  Devon- 
shin  ■  d  a  baronel  by  king  James  the  First.  Prince,  Worthies 
of  Devon,  p.  508. 

turnals  of  <  Commons,  M  i 
•  [bid,  Mar.    i    16  iO 
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book    to  the  labours  of  the  Long-  Parliament.   Early  after 
in  . 

its  commencement,  above  forty  committees  were 

appointed  to  investigate  and  prepare  so  many  dif- 
ferent subjects  for  the  consideration  of  the  house 
of  commons'4;  and  as  these  committees  upon  an 
average  consisted  of  twenty  persons,  and  some- 
times of  double  that  number1,  almost  every  mem- 
ber must  be  supposed  to  be  upon  some  committee, 
and  the  same  member  was  often  upon  several. 
The  house  usually  sat  in  the  morning;  the  com- 
mittees in  the  evening.  The  larger  committees 
had  a  power  of  appointing  sub-committees  of  their 
own  body"1,  either  for  expedition,  or  for  a  more 
accurate  examination  of  the  subjects  that  came 
before  them. 
Financial  When  the  war  broke  out  in  the  second  year  of 
ings.  the  parliament,  a  principal  business  of  the  com- 

mons consisted  in  raising  and  disciplining  their 
armies,  and  providing  resources  to  meet  the  nu- 
merous demands  upon  them  which  the  war  oc- 
casioned :  and  the  admirable  skill  and  diligence 
with  which  all  this  was  effected,  was  one  great 
cause  of  the  success  which  crowned  their  enter- 
prise. 

Difficulties       It  has  already  been  observed",  that  "  no  govern- 
that  at-  ...,..._,  .        ° 

tended        ment  in  civilized  Europe  had  been  carried  on  with 
more  limited  finances  than  that  of  Elizabeth  :  the 


k  Rushworth,  Vol.  IV,  p.  28.         'Journals. 

"'  Ibid,  Nov.  6,  IG10.  ■  See  above,  Vol,  II,  p.  50,  51. 
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fixed  revenues  had  been  but  little  increased  since    c  11  a  r 

\  \ix. 
her  time  :   and  now,  that  campaign  succeeded  in-    i".'    '  ' * 

cessantly  to  campaign,  tliat  three  or  four  armies 
at  the  same  time  were  to  be  kept  up  in  the  field, 
and  that  the  enterprises,  the  marches,  the  skir- 
mishes, the  sieges,  and  the  surprises  which  were 
undertaken,  were  almost  innumerable,  it  became 
necessary  to  have  recourse  to  very  different  means 
and  expedients  for  the  public  supply,  than  those 
which  had  sufficed  for  the  long  period  of  peace 
that  had  gone  before.  All  this  would  doubtless 
compose  the  subject  of  a  very  instructive  history ; 
but  the  object  of  that  which  is  here  given,  is  to 
treat  of  contending  political  principles  and  sy- 
stems, and  not  of  the  considerations  of  finance 
and  revenue." 

There  is  however  one  topic  of  so  peculiar  a  na-  Way  in 

.,!  c  which  thev 

ture,  and  so  closely  interwoven  with  the  state  ot  areencoun- 
the  country  as  it  was  found  at  this  period,  that  it  ter 
must  not  be  passed  over  in  silence. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  civil  war  the  whole  Bequest 
country  was  divided  between  the  king  and  the 
parliament:  almost  every  county  was  shared  be- 
tween the  partisans  of  the  one  and  the  other. 
There  was  however  more  skill  and  concert  among 
the  adherents  of  the  parliament.  The  king  issued 
his  commissions  of  array  ;  the  parliament  ordered 
the  lord  lieutenants  of  the  counties  to  draw  out 
the  militia:  the  latter  was  most  successful.  Tlie 
noblemen  thai  adhered  to  the  king  drevt  after  them 


ra- 
tions. 
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a  multitude  of  tenants;  they  particularly  surpassed 
in  cavalry  :  but  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  were 
for  the  most  part  with  the  parliament ;  and  they 
carried  with  them  more  of  the  substance  of  an 
army.  The  nobility  with  their  followers  drew  to- 
gether to  certain  points  from  which  they  could 
most  successfully  resist  an  assailant;  the  parlia- 
mentarians occupied  the  open  country.  The  con- 
sequence of  all  this  was,  that  a  great  part  of  the 
estates  of  the  nobility  and  the  royalists  was  placed 
at  the  mercy  of  the  parliament. 

The  leaders  in  this  assembly  immediately  saw 
a  plain  course  before  them,  which  alone  was  ade- 
quate to  meet  the  multiplied  demands  that  came 
against  them,  and  Avhich  promised  at  once  to  an- 
swer all  the  purposes  of  finance  and  supply.  This 
was  no  other  than  to  seize  at  once  the  revenues 
of  all  the  estates  of  those  who  openly  appeared 
in  arms  against  them,  or  who  voluntarily  contri- 
buted to  the  support  of  the  king's  forces.  An 
ordinance  for  this  purpose  was  passed  in  March 
1G43,  and  committees  of  sequestration  were  ap- 
pointed in  the  counties,  cities,  and  different  places 
of  England,  to  conduct  the  business  in  a  regular 
and  orderly  manner.  Two  thirds  of  the  revenues 
of  all  Catholics  were  likewise  included  in  this  se- 
questration". 

A   measure  of  this  sort  unavoidably  excited  a 


!'■    '■ 
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loud  outcry  among  the  adherents  of  the  king;  and    C  H  a  p. 

.  XXIX 

a  sequestrator  was  a  name  regarded  by  them  with  ^_  \ 
the  utmost  abhorrence.  That  every  active  and 
loyal  subject,  whose  estate  lay  within  the  parlia- 
ment quarters,  or  was  in  the  reach  of  their  emis- 
saries, should  at  once  be  deprived  of  his  whole 
income,  must  be  a  calamity  bitterly  felt ;  and  the 
presence  of  the  officers  of  justice,  accompanied 
for  the  most  part  with  a  detachment  of  soldiers, 
who  came,  armed  with  the  powers  of  the  law,  to 
seize  upon  persons  and  houses,  to  break  open  locks, 
and  thrust  the  inmates  from  their  dwellings,  tend- 
ed to  aggravate  the  suffering. 

But,  beside  this,  it  has  been  the  peculiar  lot  of  Account  of 
these  measures,  and  of  the  persons  who  were  ap-  ceedlngTby 
pointed  to  carry  them  into  execution,  to  have  been   "^lr'ss  and 
as  violently  censured  by  those  with  whom  the  sy- 
stem originated,   as  by  those  against  whom  their 
operation  was  directed.     Hollis  saysP,   "  Now  I 
appeal  to  all  men,  who  they  were  that  had  the 
hand  in  making  all  those  penal  ordinances,  so  se- 
vere for  sequestrations,  so  high  for  compositions, 
so  insnaring  and  bloody  for  making  new  treasons, 
and  little  things  to  be  capital  crimes  ;  that  no  man 
almost  was   safe,  free  from  question,  and  few  or 
none   were  questioned,   but  were  sure  to  be  de- 
stroyed.     What  committees  were  set  up?  That  of 
Haberdashers'  Hall,  to  pill  and  poll  men.  even 


t  Mi  moirs,  §    128 
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book  fetching  in  some  members  of  the  house  to  whom 
they  had  a  displeasure,  and  generally  all  men  who 
had  crossed  or  opposed  them  in  any  thing."  The 
answer  to  this  is  simple  :  the  authors  of  these 
measures  were  Hoi  lis  and  his  friends.  The  prin- 
cipal part  of  these  laws  was  passed  in  the  year 
1643,  when  the  presbytenans  were  all-powerful  ; 
and  the  party  of  the  independents,  upon  which  he 
is  desirous  of  casting-  the  obloquy,  did  not  begin 
to  exist  till  towards  the  latter  end,  or  at  earliest, 
the  middle  of  the  following  year.  But,  when 
Hollis  and  his  party  were  put  down,  they  preferred 
joining  the  royalists,  and  echoing  their  cries,  to 
the  practising  any  forbearance  towards  the  men 
who  finished  the  war,  and  even  to  the  owning:  and 
defending  those  measures,  for  the  good  or  the  evil 
of  which  they  were  principally  responsible. — Cle- 
ment Walker,  the  "  inseparable  brother"  of  Prynne% 
who  was  himself  the  most  violent  and  intemperate 
of  the  prcsbyterians,  holds  the  same  language r. 

But  let  us  turn  from  the  accusations  which  were 
thus  brought  against  the  financial  measures  of  the 
parliament  by  men  of  the  most  opposite  parties, 
to  the  real  merits  of  the  case.  One  of  the  first 
observable  circumstances  is,  that  the  committees 
of  sequestration  for  the  different  counties  com- 
prised persons  of  the  first  respectability  for  cha- 
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1  Athena  I  >xonienscs,  Vol.  I,  p.  145. 
Histoi  \  of  rndejiendency,  p  .'>.  ci. 
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racter  and  station  in  each.    Anions  these  are  lord    en  a  p. 

X  XIX 

Fairfax,  sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  his  son,  Hampden, 
Hollis,  Widdringtou,  Whitlocke,  sir  Philip  Sta- 
pleton,  sir  Gilbert  Gerrard,  Marten  and  Blake.  A   Accuracy 
further  consideration  still  more  decisive,   arises  iercstcd- 
from  their  records,  which  were  thought  to  be  lost,  "hejSropr0. 
but  which  have  of  late  been  fortunately  recovered.  cec'dmss- 
They  consist  of  several  hundred  volumes3,  which 
exhibit  not  merely  the  names  of  the  delinquents 
and  Catholics  through  the  kingdom,  with  the  par- 
ticulars and  value  of  their  respective  properties, 
but  also  the  nature  of  the  acts  of  delinquency  se- 
verally charged  against  them,  by  which  each  per- 
son was  brought  within  the  scope  of  some  or  other 
of  the  provisions  of  the  several  ordinances.     To 
these  are  added,  the  grounds  upon  which  the  al 
leged  delinquents  ask  to  be  admitted  to  compound 
(for  all  those,  in  whose  case  there  were  any  mi- 
tigating circumstances,  were  allowed  to  pay  a  fine 
for  their  indiscretions,  instead  of  losing  their  en- 
tire revenue),   the   depositions  of  witnesses  ex- 
amined as  to  the  truth  of  these  statements,  and 
the  reasons  for  indemnity  or  allowances  in  respcel 
to  particular  items,  offered  by  the  different  claim- 
ants, together  with   the  entire   proceedings  upon 
eacb  man's  forfeiture  or  composition.     It  is  not 
thus  that  acts  of  wanton  spoliation   and  violence 
are  conducted.     It  has  been  well  observed  that. 


•  These  volumes  are  deposited  at  the  State  Papei  Office. 
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book  however  severe  was  the  execution  of  these  or- 
dinances of  sequestration,  all  was  proceeded  in 
regularly,  with  the  forms  of  justice,  and  under 
sanction  of  the  venerable  name  of  law1.  The  rierht 
of  appeal  was  given  to  every  one  who  found  him- 
self aggrieved  ;  a  right  perpetually  exercised,  and 
therefore,  we  may  be  well  assured,  not  nugatory 
or  fruitless.  All  the  money  raised  under  these 
ordinances  was  strictly  required  to  be  paid  into 
the  hands  of  the  treasurers  at  Guildhall,  from 
whence  it  was  again  issued  for  the  pay  and  sub- 
sistence of  the  army,  and  for  such  other  uses  as 
the  parliament  should  direct". 
injustice  of       These  records  afford  an  unanswerable  testimony 

the  ecu-  1.T11  i       p     l  i  •  i-i 

surcsthat  to  the  ialshood  oi  the  calumnies  which  party-rage 
passed  C  and  disappointment  forged  against  the  committees ; 
upon  them.  [j0]]js  affirming"',  that  their  proceeding  was  like 
th  at  of  Ahab  m  the  case  of  Naboth's  vineyard ,  which 
coveting,  and  not  being  able  otherwise  to  obtain, 
he  "suborned  certain  men,  sons  of  Belial,  to  bear 
witness  against  Naboth,  saying,  Thou  didst  blas- 
pheme God  and  the  king;"  and  thus  destroyed  the 
proprietor,  and  got  possession  of  the  property  x.  To 
which  Clement  Walker  adds,  "  You  may  as  easily 
find  charity  in  hell,  as  justice  in  any  committee; 


1  For  an  able  article  on  this  subject,  see  the  Retrospective  Re- 
view, Vol.  IX,  Fart  I,  art.  vi ;  and  again,  Vol.  XII,  Part  II,  art.  i. 
u  Scobel,  ubi  supra.  w  §.  130. 

x  First  Book  of  Kings,  Chap.  21. 
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that,  where  the  king-  hath  taken  down  one  star-    en  \  i 
chamber,  the  parliament  hath  set  up  a  hundred*.     ^      \ 

But,  beside  these  measures,  highly  conducive  m./, 
to  the  welfare  of  the  community  at  large,  or  ne-  totivifand 
cessary  for  carrying  on  the  cause  in  which  the  jjSm. 
friends  of  freedom  were  engaged  ;  the  Loner  Par- 
liament  deserves  to  be  for  ever  held  in  grateful 
remembrance  for  the  great  improvements  we  de- 
rive from  them  in  points  most  essential  to  the  in- 
dependence and  freedom  of  man  in  society. 

The  first  of  these  which  may  be  named,  is  the  Wrii 
writ  of  habeas  corpus,  by  means  of  which  any  in- 
dividual committed  to  prison  may  demand  to  be 
brought  before  the  judges  of  the  land,  to  ascertain 
the  cause  of  his  imprisonment,  to  require  that,  if 
accused,  the  accusation  against  him  may  be  put 
in  the  way  of  trial  with  all  convenient  expedition, 
or,  failing  this,  that  lie  may  be  immediately  re- 
stored to  his  liberty.  This  enactment  forms  an 
essential  part  of  the  act  for  taking  away  the  court 
of  star-chamber,  which  received  the  royal  assent 
in  July  1641 z. 

Another  improvement  of  high  importance  to  the   Tenure  oi 
liberties  and  rights  of  man  in  society,  relates  to  the  S^m« 
tenure  by  which  the  judges,  who   arc  appointed  '*.''"'  ""x~ 
to  determine  questions  of  law  between  man  and 
man,  and  between  the  sovereign  and  the  subject, 
hold  their  office.      One  of  the  earliest  decisions  of 
the  present  parliament  was  the  vote  condemning 

'  .ili.  \  ol.  [V    i-    107, 
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the  judgment  which  had  been  given  for  the  king- 
in  the  matter  of  ship-money  a.  And,  shortly  after, 
the  house  of  lords  appointed  a  committee,  to  con- 
sider, among  other  things,  of  the  judges  holding 
their  places  durante  bene  p!acitoh.  The  next  day 
they  deputed  seventeen  of  their  body  to  present 
their  humble  desire  to  the  king,  that  the  twelve 
judges,  and  the  attorney  of  the  courtof  wards,  might 
hold  their  places  by  patent,  quamdiu  se  bene  ges- 
serintc.  They  accordingly  waited  on  Charles  with 
their  request ;  to  which  he  was  graciously  pleased 
to  signify  his  assent11.  Agreeably  to  this  decision, 
in  the  petition  of  both  houses  of  parliament  pre- 
sented to  the  king  at  Oxford,  at  the  close  of  the 
first  campaign  of  the  civil  war,  they  make  it  one 
of  their  demands,  that  the  twelve  persons  whom 
they  name  for  the  office  of  judges,  as  wTell  as  all 
the  judges  of  the  same  courts  for  time  to  come, 
should  hold  their  places  by  letters  patent,  quam- 
diu se  bene  gesserint6. 

Clarendon,  in  speaking  of  the  judgment  that 
had  been  given  in  the  matter  of  ship-money,  saysf, 
"The  damage  and  mischief  cannot  be  expressed, 
that  the  crown  and  state  sustained  by  the  deserved 
reproach  and  infamy  that  attended  the  judges,  by 
being  made  use  of  in  this   and  the  like  acts  of 


a  See  above,  Vol.  T,  p.  27.  h  Journals,  Jan.  11,  1641. 

c  Journals.  *'  Ibid,  Jan.  15. 

0  See  above,  Vol.  T,  p.  39.  Journals  of  Lords,  Jan.  30,  Kit:;. 

1  Vol.  I,  p.  70. 
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power;  there  being-  no  possibility  to  preserve  the  chap. 
dignity,  reverence  and  estimation  of  the  laws  them-  </  '"_!.' 
selves,  but  by  the  integrity  and  innocency  of  the 
judges.  And,  no  question,  the  concurrence  of  the 
house  of  peers  in  the  fury  of  the  times  can  be  im- 
puted to  no  one  thing  more,  than  to  the  irreve- 
rence and  scorn  the  judges  were  justly  held  in." 

"The  judges,'' says  another  historian,  "were  ByNeai. 
generally  of  a  stamp,  that,  instead  of  upholding 
the  law  as  the  defence  and  security  of  the  sub- 
jects' privileges,  they  set  it  aside  on  every  little 
occasion,  distinguishing  between  a  rule  of  law, 
and  a  rule  of  government.  They  held  their  places 
during  the  king's  pleasure  ;  and,  when  the  prero- 
gative was  to  be  stretched  in  any  particular  in- 
stance, Laud  would  send  for  their  opinions  before- 
hand, to  give  the  greater  sanction  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  council  and  the  star-chamber,  by  whom 
they  were  often  put  in  mind,  that,  if  they  did  not 
do  the  king's  business  to  satisfaction,  they  would 
be  removed  C 

Accordingly,  it  is  one  of  the  articles  of  impeach-  incnach 
ment  against  Laud,  that,  "by  letters,  messages,  ',' 
threats,  and  promises,  and  divers  other  ways,  to 
judges,  and  other  ministers  of  justice,  he  had  in- 
terrupted and  perverted,  and  sought  to  interrupt 
and  pervert  the  course  of  justice  in  the  courts  at 
Westminster  and  elsewhere,  to  the  subversion  of 


;  ■  |  ,     ■ 
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rook    tlie  laws  of  tlie  kingdom,  whereby  sundry  of  hi 
majesty's  subjects  had  been  stopped  in  their  just 
suits,  deprived  of  their  lawful  rights,  and  subjected 
to  his  tyrannical  will,  to  their  ruin  and  destruc- 
tion'1." 

Abolition         A  further  benefit  for  which  we  arc  indebted  to 
the  Loner  Parliament,  is  the  abolition  of  the  court 
of  wards.    Wardship,  as  we  are  here  considering 
it,  was  an  institution  that  grew  out  of  the  feudal 
system,     All  landed   property,  according  to  that 
system,  began  with  the  king.    lie  distributed  hi 
domains  among  his  feudal  tenants,  or,  in  othct 
words,  the  officers  of  his  army,  and  they  in  return 
were  oblio-cd  to  serve  him  in  his  wars  with  a  sti 
pulated  number  of  followers.    But  in  this  obliga 
tion  it  was  implied,  that  the  tenant  in  chief  should 
be  capable  of  military  service.     There  were  two 
cases  where  this  could  not  happen  :  first,  where 
the  heir  was  a  female,  or,  secondly,  was  a  minor 
It  became  therefore  the  established  law  under  this 
system,  that  the  king  could  dispose  of  the  female 
heir  in  marriage  as  he  pleased,  and  that  he  re- 
ceived  the  whole  produce  of  the  estate  during  a 
minority.     It  is  easy  to  sec  how  this  prerogative 
would  be  abused.     It  was  intended  merely  to  pre- 
vent the  damage  the  king  might  sustain  by  the 
loss  of  the  stipulated  military  service.     It  grew 
into  a  resource  by  which  he  might  feed  the  rapa 

'  Rushworth;  Vol   I  \    p    I9G. 
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city  of  his  himory  courtiers.     To  an  idle  and  in-    c  ha  p. 

XXIX 

sinuating  favourite  he  had  the  undisputed  prero- 
gative of  giving  a  great  heiress  in  marriage ;  or 
to  an  individual  of  that  character  he  might  give 
the  wardship  of  a  minor,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  receiver  entered  into  absolute  possession  of 
the  produce  of  an  estate,  with  no  other  duly  in 
return,  than  that  he  must  provide  in  some  way  for 
the  subsistence  and  education  of  the  heir. — The 
court  of  wards  became  early  an  object  of  attention 
and  hostility  to  the  parliament'. 

But  the  judgment  and  apprehension  of  these  Abolition 

i     o      i  i  c    i        of  feudal 

umes  went  much  farther,  than  to  a  censure  ot  the  tenures. 
abuses  of  the  court  of  wards.  The  manners  and 
practices  belonging  to  the  feudal  system  were  now 
nearly  obsolete  :  the  private  quarrels  and  warfare 
between  baron  and  baron  were  become  extinct; 
and  military  proceedings,  wherever  an  actual  war 
broke  out,  were  carried  on  in  another  fashion  than 
under  the  Normans  and  the  Plantagencts.  Of 
consequence,  the  military  services,  which  had  at 
first  grown  out  of  the  actual  state  of  society,  had 
long  been  compounded,  and  exchanged  for  a  dif- 
ferent species  of  payment,  though  still  under  the 
same  name,  and  were  made  sources  of  tyranny 
and  oppression  in  various  modes.  The  great 
leaders  in  the  Long  Parliament  were  fully  aware 
1  this,  and  resolved  to  embrace  the  present  oc- 
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book    casion  to  extinguish  the  evil  altogether.     A  com- 
mittee was  appointed,  the  conduct  of  which  was 
intrusted  to  Selden,  to  prepare  an  ordinance  to 
take  away  at  once  the  court  of  wards,  and  all  those 
tenures  which  were  the  subject  of  its  jurisdiction, 
allowing  to  the  king  a  full  annual   satisfaction  in 
lieu  of  the  revenue  he  derived  from  that  sourcek. 
This  was  in  the  second  year  of  the  war. 
Act  of  par-       A  bill  was  accordingly  a  few  months  later  brought 
ibatpur-      m>  and  read  a  first  and  a  second  time,  for  this 
pose.  purpose1.    But,  the  war  going  on,  and  the  remedy 

by  this  method  appearing  to  be  tedious,  the  two 
houses,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  February  1646, 
came  to  a  resolution  that  the  court  of  wards,  and 
all  tenures  by  homage  and  knight's  service,  with 
all  fines,  licences,  seizures,  pardons  for  alienation, 
and  other  charges  arising  from  such  tenures, 
should  from  that  day  be  taken  awaym.  This  re- 
solution was  turned  into  an  act  of  parliament  under 
the  government  of  CromwelD;  and,  with  a  few 
additional  clauses  was  reenacted  immediately  after 
the  Restoration;  and  is  affirmed  by  Blackstone", 
to  be  "a  greater  acquisition  to  the  civil  property 
of  the  kingdom  than  even  Magna  Charta  itself." 
its  opera-         This  law,  by  its  indirect  operation,  opened  a 

lion  on  tcs-        •  j         i  i  r  • 

tamentary     wider  door  to  the  power  ot  bequeathing  property 

bequests. 


k  Ibid,  July  24,  1G43.  '  Ibid,  Feb.  22,  24,  1G44. 

m  Journals.  «  Scold,  1650,  i  ap.  l. 

'  Commentaries,  Book  II,  Chapter  v. 
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generally,  than  had  previously  subsisted.  By  a  char 
statute  of  Henry  the  Eighth  P  all  persons  were  em- 
powered to  bequeath  two  thirds  of  their  lands 
held  in  feudal  tenure,  and  the  whole  of  such  as 
were  not  subjected  to  such  services  ;  and  the  pre- 
sent law,  abolishing  all  such  tenures,  gave  by  con- 
sequence an  unlimited  power  to  the  possessor  of 
landed  property  under  certain  restrictions  to  dis- 
pose of  the  whole  by  will  as  he  pleased  i. 

The  particulars  hitherto  mentioned  may  be  re-  Religion. 
<>arded  as  belonging  tothecreditof  the  whole  of  the  asserted. 
Long  Parliament  indiscriminately  through  all  its 
revolutions.  The  case  is  different  as  to  what  they 
did  on  the  subject  of  toleration.  The  episcopalians 
and  the  presbyterians  were  the  strenuous  and  de- 
cided supporters  of  religious  uniformity  :  the  in- 
dependents only  were  the  advocates  of  a  liberal 
system.  The  episcopalians  indeed  never  consti- 
tuted a  majority  of  this  celebrated  assembly  ;  but 
the  struirales  were  eager  and  incessant  between  the 

Do  O 

two  latter  parties  on  this  question.  The  indepen- 
dents at  length,  but  not  without  having  repeatedly 
been  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  violence,  carried 
their  point,  that  every  man  should  be  free  to  worship 
God  according;  to  the  dictates  of  his  conscience; 
and  by  consequence,  whenever  a  certain  number  of 
men  agreed  together  to  worship  after  a  given  mode, 


i  II.  a.  VIII,  cap.  10. 

I   i  .     Book  II,  Chapt<  i  nxiii 
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b  oo  k    they  were  at  liberty  to  chuse  their  own  preacher  and 


II!. 


church-officers,  and  to  arrange  their  ceremonies  and 
forms  unmolested.  The  principal  legislative  provi- 
Ac«  ofuni    sion  on  the  subject  appears  to  have  been  the  act  of 

leu  mil\  re-       ,  i        <•    1  i  -»  r- 1  i • 

pcaicd.        the  twenty-seveutb  ot  September  1050'",  repealing 
various  acts  of  Elizabeth,  the  professed  object  ol 
which  had  been  to  establish  throughout  England  an 
uniformity  of  religious  faith  and  worship.  Thcchicf 
of  these   acts  were,  1  Elizabeth,   chapter  2,  com 
monly  called  the  act  of  uniformity,  and  23  Eliza 
both,  chapter  1,  and  35  Elizabeth,  chapter  1,  each 
of  them  entitled,  an  act  for  retaining  the  crucen's 
subjects  in  their  due  obedience8.  The  last  of  these 
is  the  most  memorable.     It  ordains,  among  other 
things,  that  whoever  shall  be  convicted  before  a 
magistrate  of  absenting  himself  (or  herself)  from 
the  established  church  for  one  month,  shall  be 
detained  in  prison  till   he  conforms  ;  or,  if  after 
three   months  he   persists   in   his   nonconformity, 
shall  be  required  to  abjure  the  realm  of  England, 
and  shall  transport  himself  out  of  the  country  ae 
cordingly ;  or  lastly,  if  he  refuses  to  abjure,  or, 
abjuring,   docs  not  transport  himself,  or,  having 
departed  the  realm,  shall  return,  shall  be  adjudged 
a  felon,  and  shall  suffer  accordingly.     The  pur- 
pose of  the  religious  policy  of  the  parliament  du 
ring  the  ascendancy  of  the  independents,  was  to 
provide  a  full  toleration  for  every  form  of  religion, 


Sec' 
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with  the  exception  of  popery  and  prelacy.     This    en  \  p. 
toleration,  of  course,  did  not  interfere  with  the  re- 
venues of  the  church,  out  of  which  every  minister, 
duly  appointed   to  a  living-,  received  the  income 
thereto  belonging. 

But  this  momentous  topic  is  entitled  to  some-   Furthei 
thing  of  a  fuller  elucidation.    There  are  also  cer-  pai 
lain  struggles  which  occurred  as  to  the  largeness 
or  limits  of  the  toleration  which  well  deserve  to 
be  particularly  specified. 

Cromwcl,  and  perhaps  Fairfax,  are  to  be  con-  Petition  <.i 

.  •  l       i  ■      ''lc  council 

sidcred  as  among  the  persons  who  eminently  di    ofwarfoi 
stinguished   themselves  as  the  advocates  of  reli- 
gious   toleration.     On    the   sixteenth   of  August 
KJ49,  a  petition  was  presented  from  Fairfax  and 
his  council  of  officers,  praying,  that  all  penal  sta- 
tutes formerly  made,  as  well  as  all  late  ordinances, 
whereby  many  conscientious  people  are  molested, 
and  the  propagation  of  the  gospel  hindered,  may 
be  removed.     The  petitioners  add,  that  it  is  not 
their  meaning,  that  the  liberty  desired  should  ex 
tend   In  the  toleration  of  popery,  prelacy,  or  the 
book  of  common  prayer,  or  to  the  public    corn  and 
contempt  ol  God  and  his  word1.     Five  days  aflci     ,  romwd 
■  i  letter  addressed  by  Cromwel  to  the  parliament,  IJ'J^.iu 
was  read,  he  being  then  at  Milford  Haven  on  the    ;;"u 

'  C3  eilect 

point  of  embarking  for  Ireland,  recommending  to 
their  consideration  the  removal  of  such  penal  sta- 
tute    a    tend  to  put  a  I  a  the  i 


. 


cation. 
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book    persons  sincerely  religious u.     The  bill,  repealing 
i_m'  j    certain  penalties  imposed  on  persons  not  coming 
to  church,  was  brought  in,  and  read  a  first  and 
a  second  time  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  Junew.     It 
Act  of  to-    appears  however  to  have  undergone  certain  mo- 
pe™sed"        dilications,  and  to  have  been  brought  in  afresh  on 
the  thirteenth  of  September;  but  it  did  not  ulti- 
mately pass  into  a  law  till  the  following  yearw. 
\ct  against       The  petition  of  the  council  of  officers  expressed 
addterj       ^iat'  while  they  were  favourable  to  liberty  of  con- 
!l"1  '"mi"    science,  thev  did  not  desire  that  the  least  indul- 
gence  should  be  shewn  to  licentiousness  or  pro- 
faneness.    And  accordingly  a  bill  was  brought  in 
in  the  beginning  of  the  yearx,  and  shortly  after 
passed  into  a  law?,  for  the  suppression  of  incest, 
adultery  and  fornication.     The  punishment  of  the 
two  former,  an  exception  being  made  of  the  case 
of  a  woman  whose  husband  should  have  been  three 
years  absent  [adultery  in  this  act  is  understood  to 
relate  to  a  woman  in  the  state  of  marriage],  was 
ordered  to  be  death.    And  the  punishment  of  for- 
nication wras  three  months'  imprisonment.     Every 
brothel-house  keeper  was  also  made  liable,  for  the 
lirst  offence,  to  be  whipped  and  branded,  and,  for 
the  second,  to  suffer  death  as  a  felon2. 


"Journals.     Whitlocke.  Perfect  Politician,  p.  51. 

"  Journals.  Whitlocke.      x  Journals,  Feb.  8.       y  Ibid,  May  10. 

ibel,  1G50,  cap.  10.     This  law  is  asserted  by  Hume   and 

Brodie  to  have  made  the  punishment  of  fornication,  in  case  of  a 

ond  conviction,  death.  Put  an  inspection  of  the  act  will  shew 
the  statement  in  thr  tcxl  to  be  correct. 
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A  bill  was  brought  in  about  the  same  time  to    chat. 
correct  certain  extravagancies  in  the  professors  of  ^        ' 
religion.     There  was  a  sect  that  arose,  who  had  Law 
taken  to  themselves,  or,  which  is  more  likely,  upon  bKphe- 
whom  their  enemies  had  bestowed  the  name  of  SecraWe 
Ranters.     The  parliament  appointed  a  committee  0Pinions- 
to  consider  of  the  suppression  of  the  "  obscene, 
licentious  and  impious  practices"  used  by  these 
persons a.     A  law   was  in  consequence  made  for 
the  "  punishment  of  atheistical,  blasphemous  and 
execrable  opinions  b."     The  crimes  condemned  by 
this  act,  are  for  any  person,  not  under  the  influ- 
ence of  sickness  or  distraction,  to  affirm  of  him  or 
herself,  or  of  any  other  mere  creature,  that  he  is 
God  ;  or  that  the  acts  of  uncleanness  and  the  like 
are  not  forbidden  by  God  ;  or  that  lying,  stealing 
and  fraud,  or  murder,  adultery,  fornication,  sodomy, 
drunkenness,    profane   swearing,    and   lascivious 
talk,  are  in  their  own  nature  as  holy  and  righteous, 
as  the  duties  of  prayer,  preaching,  or  thanksgiv- 
ing;  or  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  unrighte- 
ousness and  sin,  but  as  a  man  or  woman  judges 
thereof.     The  punishment  of  these  crimes  is,  for 
the  first  offence  six  months'  imprisonment,  and  for 
any  subsequent  conviction  to  abjure  the  dominions 
of  the  commonwealth,   and   in  case  of  return  to 
suffer  death  as  a  felon.     The  only  qualification  of 


-nit    1 1.  '■  [bid,  .'line  Ji.  Aug  9 
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book    this  .severity  is,  t lint  the  parly  shall  he  indicted 
^    with  in  six  months  of  his  having  committed  the 
alleged  offence®. 

nan  Hut,  however  liberal  and  indulgent  were  the 

ntiments  of  the  commonwealthsmcn  in  the  mat- 
ter of  toleration,  it  is  difficult  to  suppose  that  that 
ipirit  of  indulgence  would  not  experience  some 
limit,  not  only  from  such  outrageous  opinions  and 
irregular  conduct  as  have  just  been  mentioned, 
but  from  the  novel  doctrines  even  of  sober  and 
pious  men  which  were  too  much  in  opposition  to 
articles  of  faith  almost  universally  received.  The 
tenets  of  Socinus  had  been  as  yet  little  heard  of 
in  England;  and  a  creed,  which  degraded  the 
second  person  of  the  holy  and  undivided  trinity 
into  a  mere  man,  who  had  no  existence  till  he  was 
born  in  Bethlehem,  could  not  but  be  in  a  high  de- 
ee  revolting  to  the  minds  of  orthodox  believers. 
The  first  person  that  incurred  the  censure  of 
parliament  now  under  the  direction  of  the  inde- 
pendents, for  his  heterodox  opinions,  was  John 
Fry,  a  member  of  the  house,  who  had  been  ap- 


Scobel,  1(350,  cap.  22.  It  is  just  that  the  reader  should  com- 
pare  this  act,  erroneous  as  it  is  in  its  principle,  with  the  prcsbyte- 
rian  ordinance  against  heresy  and  blasphemy,  2  May  lOdO,  the 
luad-.  oi"  which  are  given  above,  Vol.  II,  p.  261,  255.  The  ordi- 
nancc  a  a  .  ]  asi  ed  dining  the  ascendancy  of  that  party;  and  there- 

ompletely  crushed  by  the  revolution  of  the 
■■in-  December,  ii  was  looked  upon  as    irtuall)  repealed. 
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Hi.  il  to  the  high  court  of  justice  for  the  trial    ch  \v 
ol  Charles  the  First.     lie  sat  constantly  on  the    <_^J> 
trial,  till  the  day  before  that  on  which  the  sentence 
was  pronounced .  On  that  day,  January  the  twenty- 
sixth,  colonel  Downcs,  also  a  member  of  parlia- 
ment and  of  the  high  court  of  justice,  exhibited 
a  complaint  against  him  on  account  of  the  strange 
doctrines  he  had  avowed.    The  parliament  in  con-  H  i 
sequence  directed  that  he  should  be  suspended  fromsitti 
from  his  functions  in  both  courts  till  he  had  satis-  l1|Jc,I,1J1 
fied  the  house  in  what  was  alleged  against  him'1. 
Eight  days  after,  his  written  opinion  respecting   i  <   <      ' 
the  trinity  was  tendered  to  the  house  ;  and,  the 
parliament  declaring  themselves  satisfied  with  the 
explanation  given,  he  was  readmitted*1. 

What  was  the  nature  of  this  explanation  is  not  hi  i 

•      i  ,::U" 

now  known  ;  but  it  appears  that  in  the  very  same 

month  he  printed  an  angry  tract  against  Dowm  - 

entitled,  The  Accuser  Shamed  ;  or  A  Pair  of  Bel 

lows  to  blow  off  the   Dust  cast  upon  John  Fry. 

In  this  tract  the  opinions  expressed  by  him  were 

not  less  obnoxious,  than  those  of  which  he  had 

just  before  endeavoured  to  accmit  himself.     For 

some  reason  this  publication  was  for  the  present 

unnoticed  in  parliament.      In  the  following  year, 

however,  Dr.  Chcyncl,  president  of  St.  John's  Col 

lege,  Oxford •,   printed  an  answer  to   Fry's  tract  , 

and  Fry,  not  to  be  behind  with  his  reverend  op 

'  Fourn 
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book  poncnt,  replied  in  a  piece,  entitled,  The  Clergy 
in  their  Colours.  Both  these  tracts  were  now 
brought  under  the  notice  of  parliament ;  and,  after 
a  debate  which  lasted  from  morning  till  night,  on 
the  twenty-second  of  February  1(351,  they  decided 
the  books  to  be  highly  scandalous  and  profane, 
ordered  that  they  should  be  burned  at  New  Palace 
^  ard  and  the  Old  Exchange,  and  expelled  Fry 
who  acknowledged  that  he  was  the  author f.  He 
died  a  short  time  after  s. 
1645.  Another  person  that  was  about  this  time  called 

die.  to  account  for  similar  errors  of  opinion,  was  John 

Biddle,  who  has  commonly  been  looked   upon  as 
the  father  of  the   Unitarians  (Socinians)   in   this 
country.      Born  in  the  humblest  ranks  of  life,  he 
was  early  distinguished  by  the  prematurity  of  his 
talents,  and  was  placed  at  grammar-school  by  the 
liberality  of  lord  Berkeley'1.    From  thence  he  was 
sent  to  Oxford,  and  was  much   noticed   there  for 
the  purity  of  his  manners,  and  the  diligence  of  his 
studies.     After  having  taken  his  degrees,  he  was 
chosen  master  of  an  endowed  school   in  the  city 
imprisoned  of  Gloucester l.    Here  he  soon  made  himself  noto- 
writings.      rious  by  the  novelty  of  his  opinions  ;  and,  being- 
betrayed  by  a  friend  to  whom  he  communicated  a 
written  paper  of  queries  respecting  the  deity  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  he  was  thrown   into   prison  in 


'  Journals.  e  Athena-  Oxonien 

lelli  Vita,  p  j  [bid,  p.  10. 
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December  1045,   being  then  just  thirty  years  of   chap 
agek.     His  imprisonment  was  by  the  order  of  a    ^X-1X-^ 
parliamentary  committee  then   residing  in  Glou-       \<;i:,. 
cestcr;  but  he  was  immediately  after  liberated  on 
bail,  to  appear  before  the  house  of  commons  when- 
ever he  should  be  summoned  for  that  purpose. 
At  the  end  of  six  months  he  was  summoned  ac-      i..i- 
cordingly ' ;   and,  being  detained  in  London  by  va- 
rious examinations  without  coming  to  any  issue, 
he  at  length,  in  April  1047,  addressed  a  letter  to       1647. 
Vane,  in  which  he  complained  of  the  great  hard-  r,lv>  mI'im 
ship  that  was  inflicted  upon  him,  merely  for  obey-  Ml,lL 
ing  the  dictates  of  his  conscience  as  to  his  religious 
opinions.     Vane,  with  that  gallant  and  generous 
spirit  which  uniformly  characterised  him,  immedi 
ately  proposed  that  he  should  be  discharged1". 
But  his  cause  being   taken   up  by  this  chief  of 
the  independents,  proved  a  misfortune  to  him™. 
He  was  ordered  into  custody  of  an  officer  of  the  Put  into 
house  of  commons  ;  and  a  book,  which  he  appears  Su^ient. 
to  have  printed  about  this  time,  was  a  few  months 
after  voted  to  be  seized,  and  burned  by  the  com-  His  book 

1  n       mi  1  •  1-1  burned. 

mon  hangman".     1  he  author  continued  in  durance 
till  the  complete  victory  of  the  independents,  when  Sf1ldagain 
he  was   enlarged  upon  bail   as  before,  and   taken 
under  the  protection  and  patronage  of  a  gentle* 


k  [bid,  p.  15.  '  [bid,  p.  16. 

11  Athens  Oxoniens  :  mmals,  Sept.  6 
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book    man  oi  fortune  and  consideration  in  the  county  ol 


in 


Stafford0. 


1649.  Here  however  \vc  arc  told,  that  Biddle  was  re- 

prisomnent.  called,  and  once  more  committed  to  custody,  by 
an  order  from  Bradshaw,  whom  Biddle's  biogra- 
Bradshfcw's  pher  designates  as  his  mortal  enemy1'.  What  is 
the  affair  the  precise  truth  on  the  subject  I  have  not  been 
able  to  discover.  If  he  were  committed  by  a  war- 
rant from  Bradshaw,  it  is  very  probable  that  this 
statesman  signed  it  officially  only,  as  president 
of  the  council.  But  I  have  not  been  able  to  trace 
such  a  warrant  in  the  Order  Books.  If  it  were 
in  any  respect  the  personal  act  of  Bradshaw, 
however  much  we  may  regret  that  he  should  have 
differed  in  this  particular  from  his  illustrious  co- 
adjutor, Vane,  who  had  "learned  to  know  both 
spiritual  power  and  civil,  what  each  means,  what 
severs  each,  which  few  have  done  V'  vet  it  is  but 
just  that  we  should  distinguish  between  one  spe- 
cies of  persecutor  and  another.  The  episcopalians 
and  the  prcsbytcrians  persecuted,  having  for  their 
object  religious  uniformity,  and  being  determined, 
to  the  extent  of  their  power,  that  only  one  creed 
should  be  known  through  the  land.  Bradshaw,  if 
lie  were  a  persecutor,  certainly  agreed  with  his 
brother-independents  in  a  free  allowance  of  vari- 

■  Bidelli  Vita,  |>.  19,  20,  21.  »'  Ibid. 

'  Milton.     Sec  above,  p 
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eties  of  religious  opinion,  and  had  no  wish  to  en-  c  n  a  p. 

slave  the  energies  of  mind  to  a  vain  effort  after  ^     J, 

uniformity,  but  had  the  weakness  to  be  shocked  1649. 

at  what  he  thought  blasphemous  opinions,  and  to 

hold  it  his  duty,  by  the  civil  arm  to  counteract  so 

dire  a  contagion. — Biddle  was  finally  set  free  by  1652. 

CromweFs  act  of  oblivion  in  February  lG52r.  raSd!1"* 


r  Bidelli  Vita,  p.  Q<2,  23. 
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CHAPTER    XXX. 

OBJECTS  THAT  CROMWEL  PROPOSES  TO  HIMSELF. 
■ — HE  IS  THWARTED  BY  HIS  PRINCIPAL  OF- 
FICERS.—  DECLARATION  OF  THE  GENERAL  AND 

HIS  COUNCIL  OF  WAR. NEW  COUNCIL  OF  STATE. 

TWO       COORDINATE       AUTHORITIES. BAR- 

BONE'S,  OR  THE  LITTLE  PARLIAMENT  SUMMON- 
ED.  CROMWEL'S    SPEECH. INSTRUMENT    OF 

GOVERNMENT. — VIEWS  WITH  WHICH  CROMWEL 
WAS   ACTUATED. 


COUNCIL  OF  STATE, 

Installed  May  the  Twenty-ninth. 

Oliver  Cromwel,  Lord  General.  Col.  Matthew  Tomlinson. 

John  Lambert,  Major  General.  Col.  Robert  Bennet. 

Thomas  Harrison,  Major  General.  Sir  Gilbert  Pickering,  Bart. 

John  Desborough,  Major  General.  Walter  Strickland. 

Col.  Anthony  Stapeley.  John  Carew. 

Col.  William  Sydenham.  Samuel  Moyer. 
Col.  Philip  Jones. 


No  sooner  was  the  parliament  disposed  of,  than 
Objectethat  Cromwel  turned  his  attention  to  the  accomplishing 

of  three  measures  in  particular;  the  making  him- 

f  on    self  king,  the  giving  to  the  people  a  free  and  full 

iion  of  th,     representation  in  parliament,  and  the  restoration 

r- 
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proposed  to 
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of  trial  by  jury  for  political  offences.     We  shall    (  n  \  i>. 
see  how  he  succeeded  in  each  of  these.  ^  "", 

The  legislative  and  executive  authority  by 
which  the  government  of  England  had  been  con-  ,;„', 
ducted,  from  the  day,  or  nearly  from  the  day  of  po 
the  execution  of  Charles  the  First,  was  set  aside 
and  annihilated  on  Wednesday,  the  twentieth  of 
April.  To  vulgar  observation  Cromwel  mioht  ap- 
pear  from  that  day  master  of  the  fortunes  and  the 
rights  of  his  countrymen.  But  it  was  far  otherwise. 
There  can  exist  no  such  thing,  strictly  speaking,  Founda- 
as  a  despotical  government.  One  man,  to  what-  ScaigiJ01 
ever  extent  by  the  folly  of  his  species  he  may  be  vc,um-1"- 
decorated  with  titles,  and  endowed  with  preroga- 
tives, is  still  but  man,  an  impotent,  forked  animal, 
with  no  force  but  in  his  hands,  shiverino-  with 
every  wind.  Government  is  founded  in  opinion: 
and  the  sentiments  and  prejudices  of  a  greater  or 
smaller  portion  of  its  subjects  form  its  basis.  Just 
as  far  as  they  are  prepared  to  submit  to,  or  to  co- 
operate with  his  behests,  so  far  is  he  a  sovereign. 
In  the  second  place,  opinion  depends  very  much 
upon  prescription.  So  much  as  our  forefathers  be- 
lieved, the  creed,  religious  or  political,  which  they 
have  handed  down  to  us,  we  arc  inclined  to  enter- 
tain. But  Cromwel  was  a  new  man  ;  and  of  those 
advantages  which  other  governors  derive  from 
long  established  prejudices,  he  was  destitute. 

The  government  of  England  was  at  this  crisis 
in  the-  army.     They  had  long  been  powerful  and 


.)        .)  hi  the 

"  nfy. 


them,  in 
their  off 
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is  o  o  k    victorious ;  and  there  was  no  strength  at  this  time 
y__      ^j    able  to  resist  them.     They  were  the  very  pattern 
16SS.      of  an  entire  discipline  ;  and  the  power  of  the  army 
through       was  in  the  officers.    This  again  was  matter  of  opi- 
nion and  habit.     The  officers,  such  as  thev  were, 
had  the  confidence  of  the  soldiery.     These  not 
only  looked  up  to  them  with  reliance  in  their  judg- 
ment and  skill :  religion  came  in  aid  of  their  an- 
thority  ;  they   were   the  masters  of  sentences  to 
their  followers  ;  and  many  of  them  were  consi- 
dered as  scarcely  less  than  inspired.    It  happened 
that  they  had  talents  in  a  great  degree  to  bear  out 
the  prejudice  entertained  in  their  favour:  and, 
while  opinion  gave  them  an  influence  almost  un- 
limited, they  had  understanding  and  discernment 
enabling  them  to  make  an  effectual  use  of  it. 
Crormvel  is       The  whole  power  of  the  nation  was  in  Cromwel 
hiTpur-       and  hiscouncil  of  officers.   But,great  as  he  seemed, 
DrincipaihlS  ^1C  na<^  scarcety  the  power  to  effect  any  thing  with- 
officers.        out  their  concurrence.     In  what  manner  he  sound- 
ed them  as  to   his  assumption  of  royalty,  we  are 
left  to  conjecture.     We  may  be  sure  that  it  was 
with  great  caution  and  at  infinite  distance  ;  since, 
twelve  months  after  this  period,  Miltona  and  others 
expressed  their  conviction  that  he  did  not  aspire 
to   the  crown.     Lambert,    it  is   understood,   was 
ready  to  cooperate  with  his  views ;   St.  John  had 
wholly  entered  into  his  schemes  ;  and  the  lawyers 

A  Defensio  Secuntla. 
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in  general  are  conceived  not  to  have  opposed  an    chap. 

XXX 

insuperable  obstacle.  But  he  soon  became  con-  ,^_  ^ 
vinced,  that  he  should  find  small  concurrence  i€5s. 
among  the  military.  Those  among  them  espe- 
cially who  regarded  themselves  as  inspired,  were 
resolute  against  the  government  of  a  "  single  per- 
son."' He  therefore  stopped  short  for  the  present ; 
he  did  not  suffer  the  final  aim  of  his  ambition  to 
be  discovered;  and  he  turned  his  attention  to 
the  effecting  what  was  within  the  scope  of  his 
power. 

Being  thus  compelled  to  postpone  his  principal  Rival  i»»'- 

i  •  i     i  •    •   •  i     i   i  i  p°scs  of 

measure,   he  came   with   diminished   lustre,  and  Cromwel 

having,  as  it  were,  the  use  of  his  left  hand  only, 
to  the  other  two.  Cromwel  was  in  reality  a  sin- 
gular compound  of  profound  policy,  and  wild  and 
undisciplined  rashness.  No  man  ever  digested 
his  projects  with  more  earnest  meditation  ;  but  he 
was  again  and  again  run  away  with  by  the  vehe- 
mence of  his  temper.  In  this  sense  there  was 
perhaps  a  certain  degree  of  truth  in  his  declara- 
tion, "  When  I  went  down  to  the  house,  I  did  not 
think,  to  have  done  this1'."  There  was  in  fact  a 
certain  race  in  political  skill  that  was  run  on  the 
twentieth  of  April  between  Cromwel  on  one  side, 
and  Vane  and  the  republicans  on  the  other.  He 
desired  time;  it  was  his  purpose  that  nothing 
should  be   immediately  decided.     Vane  on  tin 

•    ibovi ,  |'.  I 
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book    other  hand  was  in  haste  to  carry  his  cardinal  point, 

^_  .  that  his  project  as  to  the  mode  of  dissolving  the 
1653.  present  parliament,  and  calling  another,  should 
immediately  be  clothed  with  the  customary  forms 
of  law.  This  wnson  the  point  to  he  accomplished, 
— when  Cromwel  called  in  his  soldiers,  and  put 
an  end  to  the  whole. 

Di  >i>-  The  consequence  of  this  was,  that  Cromwel  had 

not  reached  the  desired  degree  of  ripeness  as  to 
any  one  of  his  measures.  If  he  could  have  made 
himself  a  king:,  have  clothed  himself  in  those  ex- 
ternals  of  royalty,  to  which  the  English  had  been 
so  long  accustomed  to  pay  deference,  he  believed 
that  all  other  things  would  go  well.  There  would 
have  been  the  ceremony  of  a  king  inaugurated 
and  proclaimed ;  addresses,  as  he  conceived,  would 
flow  in  to  him  from  every  part  of  the  nation  ;  the 
government  would  seem  to  be  fixed  on  a  firm 
and  secure  basis.  With  these  preliminaries,  he 
believed  he  could  trust  the  nation  with  the  elec- 
tion of  their  representatives;  and  he  felt  a  confi- 
dence in  himself,  that  he  could  conduct  the  whole 
to  the  desired  conclusion. 

He  per-  But,  stripped  of  this  preparation,  Cromwel  be- 

ceives  that  •  1  1   •  1  1 

it  is  dan-      gan  to  perceive,  that  his  opponents,  the  repub- 
caTuVew    licans,  were  in  the  right  in  their  judgment,  that 
parliament,  the  people  of  England  were  not  yet  in  a  state  to 
be  trusted  with  the  unlimited  election  of  the  re- 
presentative body,   without  an   imminent  risque 
that  this  representative  would  revei      every  thing 
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that  had  been  done,  and  determine  on  the  recal    chap. 

X  XX. 

of  the  Stuarts. 


This  is  the  real  explanation  of  the  proceedings      16 


Declr 


J.>. 
ara- 


that  took  place  on  the  part  of  the  general  and  his  tion  of 
council  of  officers  in  the  days  that  immediately  JiTs' 
succeeded  the  dispersion  of  the  parliament.  Two  X"^."' 
days  after  that  event  there  was  published  a  decla-  April  22. 
ration  of  the  lord  general  and  his  council  of  officers, 
for  the  purpose  of  explaining  to  the  public  at  large 
the  motives  which  had  prompted  them  to  that  pro- 
ceeding. They  spoke  with  great  disapprobation 
of  the  bill,  which  had  been  on  the  point  of  pass- 
ing into  a  law,  and  which  they  represented  as  an 
attempt,  not  to  give  to  the  people  a  new  represen- 
tative, but,  under  colour  of  doing  so,  to  recruit 
their  numbers,  and  so  perpetuate  their  authority. 
The  declaration  went  on  to  state,  that  the  officers 
had  suggested  to  the  parliament  as  an  expedient, 
that  they  should  immediately  proceed  to  put  an 
end  to  their  sittings,  and  devolve  the  supreme 
authority  for  a  time  upon  persons  of  integrity  and 
piety,  hoping  thereby  that  the  people  might  be 
induced  to  forget  monarchy,  and,  understanding 
their  true  interest  in  the  election  of  successive 
parliaments,  permit  the  government  to  be  settled 
upon  a  firm  and  adequate  basis.  They  added, 
that,  having  in  vain  tried  every  possible  way  of 
persuasion  to  bring  the  parliament  to  enter  into 
tlusc:  views,  the  army  had  at  length  found  them- 
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hook    selves  compelled  to  take  the  execution  of  the  mea- 

111  Li  i       c 

v ,   sure  uj)on  themselves0. 

165*  In  this  declaration  the  council  of  the  army  pro- 

conddecla-  mised  a  more  detailed  explanation  of  the  grounds 
of  their  proceeding  that  should  speedily  follow  : 
and  accordingly  another  declaration  made  its  ap- 
pearance in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  week*1.  But 
this  paper  contained  little  that  had  not  been  an- 
ticipated in  that  which  preceded  it. 
a  council  On  the  last  day  of  April  a  third  declaration  ap- 
proposed.  peared  in  the  name  of  Cromwel,  captain  general, 
only.  It  stated  that,  whereas  it  had  been  promised 
in  the  declaration  of  the  twenty-second,  that  per- 
sons of  approved  fidelity  and  honesty  should  be 
called  from  the  several  parts  of  the  commonwealth 
to  the  supreme  authority,  it  now  appeared  that 
some  time  must  necessarily  elapse,  before  such  an 
assembly  could  be  brought  together.  It  was  there- 
fore judged  proper,  to  prevent  the  mischief  and 
inconveniences  which  might  in  the  mean  time 
arise  to  the  commonwealth,  that  a  council  of  state 
should  be  constituted  to  take  care  of  and  superin- 
tend the  peace,  safety,  and  present  management 
of  public  affairs.  This  declaration  extends  to 
twenty  lines  onlye. 

c  Several  Proceedings,  No.  187.  Parliamentary  History,  Vol.  XX, 
p.  l".7,  i/  seqq. 

•  vera!  Proceedings,  ubi  supra.  Sec  above,  p.  139. 
r  Mod<  No   131.  Perfect  Politician,  p.  17.J. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH.  ,32  I 

The  names  of  the  counsellors  did  not  accom-  chat. 
pany  the  declaration  ;  but  it  appears  from  the  Or-  v"  '  "  _'  t 
der  Books,  that  they  sat  for  the  first  time  on  the       less. 

J  ...  Members 

twenty-ninth,  and  that  they  were  thirteen  in  num-  of  this 
ber,  nine  being  taken  from  the  military.  To  these 
were  added  Strickland,  late  ambassador  to  the 
United  Provinces,  sir  Gilbert  Pickering,  John  Ca- 
re w  and  Samuel  Moyerf.  Of  this  council  a  new 
president  was  weekly  chosen,  Lambert  being  the 
first,  Pickering  the  Second,  and  Harrison  the  thirdf. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  promise  quoted  in  An  inter- 

ill  •  rii'-ii  it  c   mediate  as- 

tlie  declaration  ot  the  thirtieth,  that  "persons  ot  bunibiy,  be- 

approved  fidelity  and  honesty  should   be  called  ^unga 

from  the  several  parts  of  the  commonwealth  to  the  hlU  f™*™" 
£  meiit,  pro- 

supreme  authority,"  is  not  contained  in  that  of  the  i'ostd- 

twenty-second,  from  which  it  professes  to  be  taken. 
It  is  to  be  presumed  therefore  that  this  was  a  new 
thought,  occurring  to  Cromwel  and  his  associates 
between  the  former  and  the  latter  of  these  dates. 
Cromwel,  as  we  have  said,  being  cribbed  and  shut 
out  from  the  assumption  of  that  form  of  authority 
which  he  most  desired,  by  the  prejudices  or  prin- 
ciples of  some  of  his  most  considerable  officers, 
and  feeling  indeed  that  the  principal  men  in  the 
state  were  by  no  means  ripe  for  so  decisive  a  mea- 
sure, became  convinced  that  it  was  altogether  un- 
safe for  the  present  to  trust  the  people  with  the 


'  <  i  oks,  in  th  Pa       Office.  '1  htn  loc,  Vol.  I,  p. 

i'">\ '-,  p,  'i  i- 
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book    privilege  of  ch  using  their  own   representatives. 

in  i 

v__      ^j   He  was  no  less  aware  that  the  government,  as  it 

igj.;.  now  stood,  rested  upon  too  narrow  a  basis,  for  him 
to  hope  thus  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  public  mind. 
Jle  conceived  it  necessary,  that  the  military  au- 
thority upon  which  he  at  present  rested,  should 
be  strengthened  by  a  certain  appearance  of  civil 
concurrence.  And  this  train  of  thought  led  to  the 
adoption  of  a  measure,  which  was  first  disclosed 
to  the  public  in  the  latter  end  of  Mays. 
Conference       There  is  a  conversation   related  of  Cromwel, 

of  Crom- 
wel with       which  is  .calculated  to  throw  considerable  light  on 

Carew  ami       ,  _        .  . .         ~  .  ..  .    .        ^  P 

Saiway.  the  state  oi  public  aliairs  at  this  crisis,  feoon  alter 
the  dispersion  of  the  parliament,  Cromwel  sent 
for  Carew  (who  was  one  of  the  new  council  of 
state)  and  Saiway  h,  to  whom  he  complained  of  the 
great  weight  which  this  .evolution  had  thrown 
upon  him,  adding  that  the  thought  of  the  conse- 
quences made  him  tremble,  and  intreating  them 
to  devise  some  means  by  which  he  might  be  freed 
from  the  temptations  to  which  he  was  hereby  ex- 
posed. He  further  requested  them  to  go  to  St. 
John,  Selden  (who  has  been  mentioned  in  the  com- 
mencement of  this  work  as  one  of  the  founders  of 


e  Several  Proceedings,  No.  192. 

h  They  had  hoth  of  them  been  in  the  councils  of  the  third  and 
fourth  years.  See  :ibovc,  j>.  234,  292.  Saiway  had  also  officiated  as 
one  of  the  commissioners  from  the  parliament  to  the  army  a)  Saf- 
fron Walden  early  in  1647.  Vol.11,  p.279,  289,  where  his  name  is 
written  Salli 
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the  commonwealth1)  and  some  others,  and  endea-    C  n  A  r. 

XXX 

vour  to   prevail  on  them  to   draw   up   some  pro-    v         *  j 

ject   of  government,  that   might  put  the   power       1653. 

out  of  his  hands.    To  this  Sal  way  bluntly  replied, 

The  way,  sir,  to  free  you  from  this  temptation,  is 

for  you  not  to  look  upon  yourself  to  be  under  it;  but 

to  rest  persuaded  that  the  power  of  the  nation  is  in 

the  good  people  of  England,  as  formerly  it  wask. 

It  was  in  execution  of  a  plan,  such  as  was  hinted  Summons 

./--I  •  •  i  •  issued  (<> 

at  by  Cromwel  in  this  conversation,  that  it  was  themem- 

di       n    .  i  1       bers  of  the 

in  several  oi  the  newspapers  towards  new  rcpru. 

the  close  of  May,  that  the  lord  general  and  his  ****** 
council  of  officers  were  assembled  several  days  in 
close  consultation,  ch  using  the  persons  who  should 
sit  in  the  next  representative1.  And  early  in  June 
a  writ  of  summons  was  issued,  signed  by  Crom- 
wel only,  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  persons, 
from  all  the  counties  of  England,  and  the  city  of 
London,  with  six  representatives  for  Wales,  five 
for  Scotland,  and  six  for  Ireland,  calling  on  them 
in  his  own  name,  with  the  advice  of  his  council 
of  officers,  to  appear  at  the  council-chamber  at 
Whitehall  on  the  fourth  of  July,  to  take  upon 
them  the  trust  of  providing  for  the  peace,  safety, 
and  <j,ood  government  0f  the  commonweath'". 
Salway  was  present  at  this  council". 

• .  \  ill.  [,p.l  k  Ludlow,  p.  161,  l< 

Perfect  1  liurnal,  No.  181. 

:  V,   \'<.|.   \  V   p.   151. 
n   j 
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BOOK         Among  the  persons  summoned  were  the  whole 
in  . 

of  the  council  of  state,  with  the  exception  of  the 


\r,53.      four  general   officers  and  colonel  Tomlinson,  two 

Names  <>f 


the  persons  of  the  generals  at  sea,  Blake  and  Monk,  Henry 
;;'":':;;;;; il  Cromwel,  Tiscount  Lisle,  George  lord  Eure,  Sal- 
i'°sl(1-  way,  Lockhart,  afterwards  ambassador  to  the  court 
of  France,  Montagu,  afterwards  earl  of  Sandwich, 
Howard,  afterwards  earl  of  Carlisle,  sir  Charles 
\\  olseley,  and  sir  Anthony  Ashley  Cooper0.  The 
members  for  the  city  of  London  were  alderman 
Titchborne,  alderman  Ireton,  Mover,  one  of  the 
members  of  the  council  of  state,  John  Langley, 
Henry  Barton,  captain  John  Stone,  and  Praise- 
God  Barbone".  Fairfax  was  in  the  original  list, 
but  omitted  afterwards  '. 

°  See  atictitious  tale  respecting  this  person  refuted,  Vol.  I,  p.  439. 

p  Several  I'roceedings  of  Parliament  (a  New  Series),  licensed  by 
Scobel.     Parliamentary  History,  Vol.  XX,  p.  176,  et  scqq. 

The  name  of  the  last  of  these  persons  has  served  as  a  basis  for 
a  multitude  of  ridiculous  fictions.  In  the  contemporary  printed 
lists  of  this  parliament,  of  which  there  are  four  in  the  British  Mu- 
seum, it  is  always  spelled  as  in  the  text.  There  is  however,  preserved 
in  the  State-Paper  Office,  a  paper,  purporting  to  be  the  writ  of  sum- 
mons to  this  person,  in  which  the  name  stands,  as  it  is  usually 
given  by  historians,  Barebone. — How  comes  this  to  be  the  only 
summons  to  be  found  there?  Might  I  hazard  a  conjecture,  I  should 
say  it  is  not  improbable  that  this  might  be  a  spoiled  summons,  and 
that  perhaps  from  the  circumstance  of  the  name  being  misspelled 
in  it. 

Granger,  in  his  Biographical  History  of  England,  talks  of  his  hav- 
ing had  two  brothers,  the  Christian  name  of  the  first  of  whom  \>  ■' 


\  im<     of*  the  Members,  1  irsl  Edition,  Folio, 
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In  the  interval,  previous  to  the  meeting  of  these    c  H  a  P. 

representatives,  the  council  of  state  hesitated  not 

to   proceed   in  all  acts  of  government  that  they      1653 

rp.  .       ,  Powen  as- 

deemed  to  be  necessary.      1  hey  appointed  a  com-  SUmed  i»y 

the  council 

—  of*  state. 

Christ  came  into  the  world  to  save,  and  of  the  second  //'  Christ  hud 
not  died,  thou  hudst  been  dumned.  He  introduces  his  anecdote  with 
the  suspicious  words,  "  I  have  been  informed  that  there  were  three 
brother.-.,"  and  adds,  that  "  some  people,  tired  of  the  long  name  of 
the  younger  brother,  are  said  to  have  omitted  the  former  part  of 
the  sentence,  and  to  have  called  him  familiarly  Dumned  Barebone." 
Another  writer,  the  reverend  Jamas  Brome,  in  a  book  of  Travels 
over  England,  Scotland  and  Wales,  second  edition  1707,  has  endea- 
voured to  render  the  satire  more  complete,  by  giving  the  names  of 
a  "jury  returned  in  the  County  of  Sussex  in  the  late  rebellious 
troublesome  times,"  as  follows  :  (p.  279.) 

Accepted  Trevor  of  Norsham.  Return  Spelman  of  Watling. 

Redeemed  Com p ton  of  Battel.  Be  Faithful  Joiner  of  Britling. 

Faint  not  Ilewet  of  Heathfield.  Fly  dilute  Roberts  of  the  same. 

Makepeace  Heaton  of  Hare.  Fight the goodjight of faith  White 
(iol  reward  Smart  of  Tisehurst.         of  Emer. 

Stand  just  on  high  Stringer  of  JUo/v/M^/T'owlerofEastHodley. 

Crowhurst.  Hope  for  Bending  of  the  same. 

Earth  Adams  of  Warbleton.  Graceful  Harding  of  Lew.  3. 

Called  Lower  of  the  same.  Weep  not  Billing  of  the  same. 

Kill  sat  Pimple  of  Witham.  Meek  Brewer  of  Okeham. 

This  precious  list  has  been  copied  by  Dr.  Zachary  Grey,  the  cele- 
brated, and  no  less  blindly  zealous,  editor  of  Hudibras,  in  his  Ex- 
amination of  the  Third  Volume  of  Neal's  History  of  the  Puritans, 
p.  "285,  note:  and  has  even,  in  hi>  inexpiable  hatred  of  fanaticism, 
found  its  way  into  Hume's  History  of  England,  who  has  eked  it 
out  with  the  above  extract  from  Granger,  and  another  from  Cleve- 
land, the  satirist,  a  contemporary  of  Cromwel,  n  specting  the  fre- 
quency of  Christian  names  (Abraham,  Isaac  Jacob,  Joseph,  &c.) 
taken  from  theGospcl  al  thai  period. — Who  sees  not  that  this  list 
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hook    mittee  of  five  to  finish  the  treaty  with  the  Portu- 

>  ,   grtiese  ambassador,  don  Pantaloon  Sar.     They  re- 

\r,  ferred  it  to  the  same  committee  to  consider  of  the 

treaty  with  Bordeaux,  the  resident  from  France9. 

And  they  appointed  another  committee  to  meet 


of  a  jury  is  a  mere  piece  of  mauvaise  plaisanterie,  invented  by  the 
rend  traveller,  or  supplied  to  him  by  an  unlucky  acquaintance 
for  the  purpose  of  imposing  on  his  credulity? 

It  however  fortunately  happens,  that  Mr.  James  Brome  has  fur- 
nished a  clue  to  the  whole,  by  premising  to  this  list  of  the  Sussex 
jury,  that  it  was  given  him  "by  the  same  worthy  hand,"  that  had 
supplied  him  with  the  names  of  the  Huntingdon  jury  in  a  pre- 
ceding page.     The  story  of  the  Huntingdon  jury  is  thus: 

The  following  is  the  "  copy  of  a  jury  taken  before  judge  Dod- 
dridge at  the  assizes  liolden  in  this  place  July  1619,  which  is  the 
more  remarkable  because  the  surnames  of  some  of  the  inhabitants 
would  seem  to  make  them  at  first  sight  persons  of  very  great  re- 
nown and  quality."  (p.  56.) 

Maximilian  King  of  Poseland.  William  Abbot  of  Stukeley. 
Henry  Prince  of  Godmanchester.  Robert  Barun  of  St.  Neots. 
George  Duke  of  Somersham.  William  Dean  of  Old  Weston. 

William  Marquess  of  Stukeley.        John  Archdeacon  of  Paxton. 
Edmund  Earl  of  Hartford.  Peter  Esquire  of  Easton. 

Richard  Baron  of  Bythorn.  Edward  Friar  of  Ellington. 

Stephen  Pope  of  Newton.  Henry  Monk  of  Stukeley. 

Stephen  Cardinal  of  Khnbolton.     George  Gentleman  of  Spaldech. 
Humphrey  Bishop  of  Bugden.         George  Priest  of  Graffan. 
Robert  Lord  of  Waseley.  Richard  Deacon  of  Catworth. 

Robert  Knight  of  Winwick.  Thomas  Yeoman  of  Barham. 

Of  the  name  of  Praise-God  itself,  as  a  baptismal  appellation,  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  that  it  is  scarcely  more  fanatical 
than  that  of  Deodatas,  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  records  of  most 
of  the  countries  of  Europe. 

r  Order  P><»  20.  -  [bid. 
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the  agent  of  the  grand  duke  of  Tuscany1.     They    c  t?AP. 
also  received  and  negociated  with  the  ambassadors   v____, 

of  the  United  Provinces,  who  came  after  the  battle 
of  the  second  of  June  to  solicit  peace,  as  we  shall 
see  hereafter. 

But  the   most  extraordinary  stretch   of  power   Theysus- 

J  %  l  pond  mid 

that  occurs  in  the  records  of  this  council,  was  the  appoint 
displacing  or  suspending1  four  judges  of  South  wal 
Wales,  Eltonhcad,  Norbury,  Powel  and  Clerke", 
and  appointing  two  new  judges,  John  Corbet  and 
John  Hafforit,  for  that  district"'.  This  seems  to 
be  connected  with  a  bitter  complaint  which  Crom- 
wel  made  against  the  late  parliament  in  the  busi- 
ness of  Wales,  which,  he  says,  was  in  his  mind 
as  perfect  a  trial  of  their  spirits  as  any  tiling  that 
occurred".  But  no  further  explanation  occurs  on 
the  subject y. 


'Ibid,  May  21.  u  11 'id,  June  18. 

w  Ibid,  June  29.     Several  Proceedings,  No.  197. 

x  Parliamentary  History,  Vol.  XX,  p.  161. 

y  It  is  here  first  that  I  meet  with  a  list  of  the  twelve  judges  of 
England,  appointed  to  go  on  circuit  at  the  assizes  (Several  Proceed- 
ings, June  25).  From  hence  it  appears  that  they  continued  the 
same  as  they  had  been  constituted,  June  1,  1(349  (see  above,  p.  11 
and  99),  with  the  exception  of  three  names,  Edward  Atkins,  who 
had  been  promoted  to  the  common  bench  on  the  death  of  Mr.  jus- 
tice Pheasant,  October  19  in  that  year  (see  above,  p.  132);  and  Ro- 
liri  i  Hatton  and  John  Parker,  in  the  room  of  Gates  and  EUgby:  but 
whether  these  two  were  regulaily  appointed  on  the  deaths  of  the 
others,  or  were  merely  substituted,  /"•<>  hoc  vice,  on  account  of  in- 
sition,  I  am  unable  \<>  ascertain. 


r/2* 
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UOO  K 
III. 


165:!. 
Two  coor- 
dinate au- 
thorities. 


The  government  of  England  during  this  short 
interval  appears  to  have  been  in  a  singularly  ano- 
malous and  inexplicable  state.  There  were  two 
great  coordinate  powers55:  the  council  of  officers, 
which  had  created  the  council  of  state;  and  the 
council  of  state,  their  creature.  We  should  perhaps 
have  expected  the  latter  of  these  to  have  super- 
seded the  former,  at  least  so  far  as  the  civil  go- 
vernment was  concerned  ;  but  the  council  of  offi- 
cers do  not  appear  so  to  have  understood  it.  The 
act  of  assessment  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
sand pounds  monthly  for  the  subsistence  of  the 
army  and  navy,  was  to  expire  on  the  twenty-fourth 
of  June;  and,  fifteen  days  before  that  time,  a  de- 
claration was  issued  for  continuing  this  assessment 
for  six  months  longer.  As  this  had  particular  re- 
lation to  the  army,  it  was  judged  fitting  that  the 
declaration  should  come  from  the  council  of  offi- 


I  he  sum- 
mons of 
tho  new  re- 
presenta- 
tive Di  igi- 
nates  from 
the  council 
of  ofiidis. 


cers' 


In  another  affair  of  still  higher  importance  the 
same  rule  prevailed  :  and  the  summons  that  was 
issued  to  the  members  of  what  was  called  Bar- 
bone's  parliament,  originated  from  Cromwel,  with 
the  advice  of  his  council  of  officers'*.  And  ac- 
cordingly the  subject  is  passed  wholly  without 
notice  in  the  Order  Book  of  the  council  of  state. 


Leicester's  Journal,  p.  142. 

-  veral  Proceedings,  No.  1'Jt.     Leicester'   Journal,  p.  142. 
b  Whitlockc,  Jum 
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On  the  day  prefixed  Cromwel  met  the  repre-    chap. 
sentatives  of  his  own  nomination0  in  the  palace  of   ^__^    *, 
Whitehall,   and   addressed  them   in  a  speech  of      igss. 
three  quarters  of  an  hour  in  length,  which  is  said   cromwel's 
by  his  biographer,  to  have  been   pronounced  in  BPeecb* 
so  excellent  a  manner,  as  sufficiently  manifested 
that  the  spirit  of  God  was  upon  himd.     He  en- 
tered into  an  elaborate  vindication  of  his  own  con- 
duct, and  that  of  the  council  of  officers,  in  putting 
an  end  to  the  sitting  of  the  late  parliament.     He 
descanted  on  the  mature  consideration  and  strict 
scrutiny,  that  had  been  exercised  in  the  selection 
of  the  present  assembly.     He  declared  his  per- 
suasion, that  there  was  not  a  man  among  them,  in 
whom  there  existed  not  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  and 
love  to  all  his  saints  and  his  people. 

The)''  were  brought  together,  he  proceeded,  for  He  sun-en- 

.  .  Ti  tiers  to  the 

a  most  solemn  and  momentous  purpose.      It  was  new  reprc- 
incumbent  on  the  officers  of  the  army,  to  manifest  JJeS!pr«na 
their  singleness  of  heart  and  integrity  in  that  which  authontv- 
they  had  felt  themselves  compelled  to  perform,  that 
they  did  not  grasp  after  the  power,  to  keep  it  in 
military  hands,  no,  not  for  a  day.     Their  firm  de- 
termination was,  to  divest  the  sword  of  all  autho- 
rity in  civil  affairs,  and  to  place  it  in  such  hands 
as  might  be  most  competent  to  provide  for  the 


c  The  members  who  met  were  about  ISO.     Several  Proceedings, 
No    197. 

r|  Carringtoo,  Life  of  Cromwel,  y.  151. 

voi .  in.  2  m 
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H  o  o  k  weal  and  happiness  of  the  nation.     It  was  for  this 
t  11L   j  purpose  that  he  appeared  before  them  tliis  day,  to 
165        surrender  the  supreme   authority  of  the  country 
into  their  custody,  and  to  profess,  on  the  part  of 
himself  and  his  fellow-officers,  to  be  their  servants. 
n.  inform      The  point  which  Cromwel  principally  pressed 
cipieofre-  on  their  attention,  was  the  question  of  toleration. 
Son!0"    He  said,  it  had  been  a  matter  of  anxiety  with  him 
and  the  leading  men  of  the  army,  to  know  whe- 
ther, if  the  act  which  was  near  to  passing  had  be- 
come a  law,  the  next  parliament  were  not  likely 
to  consist  of  presbyterians?  And,  though  it  was 
their  desire  to  entertain  a  due  value  and  esteem 
for  persons  of  that  judgment,  yet,  as  they  had  de- 
serted the  general  cause  and  interest  on  the  king's 
account,  and  had  entered  into  hostile  confederacy 
with  the  neighbour  nation,  they  considered  that 
as  amounting  to  the  same  as  surrendering  the  pub- 
lic at  large  to  their  mercy.     It  was  one  thing  to 
live  friendly  and  brotherly,  to  bear  with  and  love 
a  person  of  another  judgment  in  religion,  and  an- 
other to  sacrifice  every  thing  to  his  discretion.  He 
therefore  desired  the  persons  he  was  addressing, 
that  they  would  be  faithful  with  all  the  saints,  and 
would  bear  with  the  infirmities  of  those  of  a  dif- 
ferent judgment.    And  he  applied  to  this  purpose 
a  passage  of  Isaiah e,  where  it  is  said,  I  will  plant 
toaether  the  cedar  and  the  shittah  tree,  and  the 

c  Chap,  xli,  ver.  IP,  20. 
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myrtle  and  the  olive,  and  the  fir  and  the  pine  and    c  n  a  p. 
the  box  tree  :   that  they  may  know  and  consider    */  '1_' 
and   understand  that  the   hand  of  the   Lord  hath       165s. 
done  it,  and  the  Holy  One  of  Israel  hath  created 
it,  that  the  salvation  and  deliverance  he  hath  given, 
hath  been  wrought  for  the  good  of  the  whole  flock1. 

His  speech  being  ended,  Cromwcl  delivered  to   instrument 
them  an  instrument,  engrossed  on  parchment,  and  ment?V< 
bearing-  his  hand  and  seal,  by  which,  with  the  ad- 
vice of  his  council  of  officers,  he  devolved  and  in- 
trusted the  supreme  authority  and  government  of 
the  commonwealth   into  the  hands  of  the  persons 
there  met,   and  declared  that  they  were  to  be  ac- 
knowledged for  that  authority,   to  whom  all   per- 
sons within  this  nation  were  to  yield   obedience 
and  subjection,  that  they  were  to  sit  till  the  third 
of  November  1G54,  and  that,  three  months  before 
that  time,  they  were  to  make  choice  of  other  per- 
sons to  succeed  them,  who  were  not  to  sit  longer 
than  twelve  months,  and  were  then  to  determine 
respecting  the  succession  of  the  governments. 

1  Letters  and  Papers  of  State,  Collected  by  Milton,  p.  106,  et  sa/rj . 
Parliamentary  History,  Vol.  XX,  p.  1 J3,  et  teqq. 

g  Whitlockc.  Leicester's  Journal,  p.  116.  We  are  here  presented 
with  a  second  instance  of  the  destruction  of  an  historical  document 
of  no  small  importance.  The  Instrument  of  Government,  of  July  4, 
165S,   a^  well  as  the  Act  for  Dissolving  the  Long  Parliament  (S(  ■ 
above,  p.  158),  is  no  where  to  he  found. 

It  mas  he  considered  as  the  artifice  ofCromwel,  that,  when  the 
authority  of  this  assembly  stood  on  --u  precarious  a  footing,  he  os> 
tentatiouslj  gave  (hem  an  existence  of  sixteen  months,  adding  twelve 

2  m  2 
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hook         This  w.is   certainly  a  proud  day  for  Cromwel. 


v ' ,   After  having  possessed  the  supreme  government 

I6S9       of  England  for  more  than  six  weeks,  and  having-, 

Lustre  and        .  ,    <  .  •,      r      /v  i  *i      c 

npparem  with  his  council  ot  omcers,  and  council  or  state, 
ednesTof*"  exercised  the  legislative  and  executive  authorities 
Reconduct  Jurine  that  period,  he  now  came  into  an  assembly 

of  Crom-  or*  * 

wet  of  one  hundred   and   forty  persons,   including  in 

their  numbers  some  of  the  most  eminent  and  re- 
spectable persons  in  the  community,  to  resign  into 
their  hands  the  supreme  government,  and  become, 
as  he  himself  phrased  it,  their  servant.  No  doubt, 
Harrison,  and  such  other  of  the  most  strenuous 
republicans,  as  had  abetted  him  in  putting  an  end 
to  the  late  parliament,  exulted  in  this  scene,  as  a 
demonstration  of  the  pure  patriotism  and  disin- 
terested principles  of  their  commander. — It  is  a 
singular  circumstance  that  this  new  assembly  con- 
sisted of  about  the  same  number  of  persons,  as  the 
parliament  they  succeeded.  Cromwel  talks  in  his 
speech,  of  the  late  parliament  as  usually  mustering 
only  fifty-two  or  fifty-three h.  It  might  be  so  in 
their  latter  sittings,  when  it  was  sufficiently  visible 
how  the  scene  would  end,  and  when  those  who 
met,  met  only  that  they  might  bear  their  testimony, 
however  unsuccessfully,  to  the  public  cause.   But 

months  more  for  their  successors;  that  he  might  thus  render  their 
imbecility  more  apparent,  and  excite  in  his  countrymen  an  anxious 
u-Uh  for  a  government  more  stable,  and  that  should  command  a 
greater  degree  of  respect  at  home  and  abroad. 
11  Parliamentary  History,  p.  165, 
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we  know  that  in  the  preceding  November  the  as-    cii  a  p. 

XXX. 

sembly  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-two',    i '_ '  '  ' , 

It   is  not  easy  to   conceive   hypocrisy  carried       165s. 
—  Till       ti*i       j  His  uypo- 

fartherthan  this.    Cromwel  had  already  disclosed  crisy. 

to  certain  individuals  his  desire  to  be  a  king.  This 
disclosure  however  had  gone  a  very  little  way  ; 
and  he  still  felt  it  in  his  power  to  persuade  a  great 
majority  of  those  with  whom  he  lived  in  the  most 
familiar  intercourse,  that  his  breast  was  purged  of 
all  alloy  of  ambition,  and  that  he  fully  agreed  with 
them  in  the  aversion  they  entertained  to  powers 
vested  in  "  a  single  person."  He  presented  him- 
self before  this  assembly,  to  resign  the  authority 
which  accidentally  for  a  short  time  had  been  lodged 
in  his  hands,  to  fall  once  more  into  the  ranks,  and 
to  submit  to  the  ordinary  laws  of  an  established 
community.  He  bowed  to  them  as  his  masters, 
and  professed  himself  their  servant. 

Yet  his  object,  to  many  of  the  most  competent  nis  sccrct 
judges  of  his  own  time,  and  in  the  eye  of  history,  P"ri)0it-'s- 
was  and  is  sufficiently  manifest.  He  aimed  to  be 
a  king-:  he  found  a  decree  of  determined  and 
conscientious  resistance  to  this  project  in  many  of 
his  closest  connections,  more  than  he  had  antici- 
pated. His  purpose  was  therefore  to  convince 
them,  that  they  could  not  do  without  him,  and  to 
induce  them,  if  possible,  whether  with  the  title  of 
king  or  any  other,   to  invite  him  to  become  their 

e  above,  p.  49 1 
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book    chief  magistrate.     For  this  purpose  he  made  a 

iii 
v *j    parade  of  what  was  seemingly  the  most  entire,  and 

165&  irrevocable  resignation.  He  installed  this  repre- 
sentative assembly  in  the  supreme  authority  for 
sixteen  months  :  they  were  then  to  chuse  their 
own  successors  for  twelve  months  longer  :  and,  at 
the  expiration  of  that  term,  these  successors  were 
to  dispose  of  the  future  government. 
lie  sun  Physically  speaking,  it  might  be  the  first  act  of 

Iho  actual     these  reprcscntati ves,  to  deprive  him  of  the  mili- 
suprcmacy.  ^ary  comman(]j   an(]   to   disband  the  army.      But 

Cromwel  knew  that  he  held  a  sufficient  security 
against  such  a  denouement.  The  members  of  this 
assembly  were  of  his  own  nomination.  He  had 
been  obliged  indeed  to  observe  a  certain  neutra- 
lity ;  to  appoint  many  individuals  of  a  high  and 
independent  character,  and  some  perhaps  that 
watched  all  his  motions  with  a  jealous  attention. 
^  et  of  necessity  he  had  many  friends  in  the  as- 
sembly. Beside  which,  it  was  more  easy  fortius 
new  authority  to  consider  of  dismissing  Cromwel 
and  disbanding  the  army,  than  for  them  to  do 
either  the  one  or  the  other.  However  the  military 
might  profess  submission  to  this  civil  authority  of 
their  own  creation,  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  that 
it  could  be  without  a  mental  reserve.  Men  with 
arms  in  their  hands,  men  inured  to  discipline  and 
victory,  men  who  had  taken  on  themselves  to  put 
an  end  to  the  lasl  parliament,  and  who,  though 
fot  the  short  space  of  six  weeks,  had  exercised  all 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH.  535 

the  powers  of  government  in  England,  constituted    CH  \  r 
a  body  not  to  be  trifled  with.     Though  professing    v       "  ' , 
submission,   it  would  be  somewhat  dangerous  to       h;53. 
give  them  great  provocation.     They  held  with  the 
representative  body  a  divided  power.      If  the  re- 
presentatives possessed  the  chief  magistracy,  the 
army  was  in  some  sort  the  viceroy  over  themk. 

Add  to  which,  England  could  not  possibly  long  illustrious 
be  contented  to   be  directed  by  such  a  power  as  0f  the  late 
this.  For  the  last  four  years  it  had  been  governed  i,arliament- 
by  the  parliament.     The  celebrated  assembly  in- 
deed which  had  sat  down  in  November  1G40,  and 
which  had  so  nobly  vindicated  the  rights  of  Eng- 
lishmen and  of  mankind,  had  twice  been  weeded 
of  its  members  :  but  these  changes  had  been  in 
some  measure  unavoidable  ;   the  first  reduction  of 
its  numbers  being  caused  by  the  desertion  of  those 
members  who  in   the  final  separation   had  chosen 
to  adhere  to  the  party  of  the  king  ;  and  the  second 
by  the   presbyterian  usurpation,  the  followers  of 
that  havino-  determined  to  embrace  the  cause  of 
Scotland  and  intolerance,  at  the  expence  of  sacri- 
ficing many  of  the  points  for  which  they  originally 
contended.     Still  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  mem- 
bers which   those  walls  contained,  were  the  par- 
liament, the  precious  remains  of  the  most  august 
assembly  that  ever  sat  under  that  name.     They 
had  all  of  them  been  elected  by  the  people,      ret 

1  I  empest,  by  Dryd<  n,  let  -',  S<  (  n<  1 
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book  more  than  this:  they  were  the  assembly  that  for 
.  four  years  had  administered  the  affairs  of  the  eom- 
ioou.  monwealth  with  unexampled  prosperity;  all  their 
undertakings  had  been  crowned  witli  victory,  in 
Ireland,  in  Scotland,  and  against  the  armies  of 
Scotland  on  English  o-round  ;  no  rebellion  had 
ever  risen  up  against  them  ;  they  had  memorably 
vindicated  the  honour  of  their  flag  against  the  in- 
solence  of  the  Dutch  ;  and  they  had  gradually 
taught  nearly  every  court  in  Europe,  who  had 
begun  with  treating  them  with  contempt,  almost 
with  contumely,  that  they  must  be  attended  to  and 
respected.  Their  enemies  acknowledged  them  for 
statesmen,  eminently  qualified  by  their  endow- 
ments and  the  firmness  of  their  temper  to  admi- 
nister the  affairs  of  a  nation.  Impartial  men  con- 
fessed their  disinterestedness. — Englishmen  could 
withoutdishonoursuffer  themselves  to  besubjected 
to  such  a  body. 

inferiority  What  comparison  could  for  a  moment  be  sus- 
tained between  this  assembly,  and  the  so  called 
representative  body  that  Cromwel  had  brought 
together?  They  had  been  laughed  at  for  the  pau- 
city of  their  numbers  ;  and  yet  the  present  assem- 
bly seemed  to  have  been  formed  in  that  respect  on 
their  model.  They  were  called  representatives, 
and  named  after  the  different  counties,  as  if  in 
mockery.  Who  did  they  represent?  Cromwel  and 
the  council  of  officers  only.  There  were  among 
them   individuals  entitled   to  high  consideration. 


of  the  new 
rcprescnia 
tive. 
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But  they  in  no  sense  represented  any  of  the  great    chap. 


interests  or  public  orders  of  their  country. —  It  was 
from  this  view,  that  Cromwel,  with  artful  and  pro- 
found policy,  according  to  the  plans  he  had  con- 
ceived, gave  to  this  inadequate  establishment  all 
the  forms  that  belonged  to  a  perpetual  institution. 
After  thirteen  months  sitting  they  were  to  name 
their  successors  ;  and  these  again  were  to  decide 
upon  the  next  representation  for  all  future  time1. 

1  It  may  be  in  some  degree  interesting  to  put  down  the  names  of 
the  newspapers,  which  were  at  this  time  published  in  the  metro- 
polis. They  appear  to  have  been  twelve  in  number,  and  all  of  them 
weekly  papers :  on  Monday,  the  Perfect  Diurnal,  and  the  Moderate 
Intelligencer;  on  Tuesday,  Several  Proceedings  in  Parliament,  a 
publication  of  authority,  the  Weekly  Intelligencer,  and  the  Faithful 
Post;  on  Wednesday,  Mercurius  Democritus,  and  the  Perfect  Ac- 
count; on  Thursday,  Several  Proceedings  in  State  Affairs,  a  publi- 
cation of  some  authority,  and  Mercurius  Politicus;  and  on  Friday, 
the  Moderate  Publisher,  the  Faithful  Post,  by  a  different  publisher 
from  that  of  Tuesday,  and  the  Faithful  Scout.  There  was  no  news- 
paper on  Saturday,  probably  because  that  would  have  been  consi- 
dered as  too  nearly  trenching  on  the  Lord's  Day. 


XXX. 
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CHARACTER  OF  BARBONES  PARLIAMENT. — COUN- 
CIL ot  M  \  II.  —COMMITTEES  OF  PARLIAMENT. 
—  FOURTH  BATTLE  OF  THE  ENGLISH  AND  DUTCH 
FLEETS. —  FIFTH  BATTLE.  —  DEATH  OF  NAN 
TROMP.  

COUNCIL  OF  STATE, 

Installed  July  thx   Fourteenth. 

Oliver  Cronrwel,  Lord  General.      Lord  Viscount  Lisle. 
John  Lambert,  Major  General.      Sir AnthonyAshley Cooper, Bart. 
1  nomas  Harrison,  Majoi  General.  Sir  Charles  Wolseley,  Bart. 
John  Desborcmgh,  Major  General.  Sir  James  Hope. 


<  ui.  Anthony  Stapeley. 
Col.  William  Sydenham. 
Col.  Philip  Jones. 
Col.  Matthew  Tomlinson. 
Col.  Robert  Bennet. 


Lieut.  Gen.  Charles  Fleetwood. 
Col.  John  Hewson. 
Col.  Henry  Lawrenc< 
Col.  Richard  Norton. 


Edward  Montagu. 


Sir  Gi!!»ert  Pickering,  Bart 
Walter  Strickland. 
Fohn  ( larew. 
Samuel  Moyer. 
Richard  Salwav. 


Charles  Howard. 

Aid.  Titchborne. 

Richard  Major. 

Hugh  Courteney. 

Thomas  St.  Nicholas. 
Dennis  llollister. 
Andrew  Broughton. 
John  Williams. 


cimractcr     Whitlocke  Ir.is  remarked,  "  It  was  much  won- 
bonc'spar.    dered  at  by  some,  thai  these  gentlemen,  many  of 

li.itn 
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them  being  persons  of  fortune  and  knowledge,    chap. 

XXXI. 

would,  at  this  summons,  and  from  these  hands,   v '         ', 
take  upon  them  the  supreme  authority  of  the  na-      165s. 

tion." 

But  surely  they  reasoned  rightly.  The  maxims   Reason- 

J  J  *  ableness  o\ 

of  ordinary  times  are  by  no  means  suited  to  cases  their  pro- 
of singular  emergence.  The  old  forms  of  the  con-  amined. 
stitution,  so  far  as  related  to  legislative  and  execu- 
tive authority,  were  broken  up  ;  and  it  would  have 
been  a  sort  of  political  pedantry  for  these  persons 
to  have  refused  to  serve  their  country,  when  the 
power  of  doing   so  seemed  to'be  put  into  their 
hands.  Men  must  not  always  nicely  enquire  whence 
the  means  of  public  good,  whether  money,  or  any 
other  instrument  of  great  utility,  are  derived  to 
them  ;  but  rather  how  they  may  be  made  produc- 
tive of  general  advantage.     If,  by  my  declining 
authority,  the  consequence  will   arise  that  it  will 
be  placed  in  better  and  more  legitimate  hands,  1 
ought  to  decline  it.  We  will  not  now  enquire  into 
the  solidity  of  the  considerations,  which  deterred 
the  late  parliament  first,  and  afterwards  Cromwel, 
from  referring  to  the  nation  at  large  the  choice  of 
their  representatives  in  the  way  of  a  general  elec- 
tion. It  is  certain  that,  if  the  members  of  Barbonc's 
parliament,  demurring  to  the  authority  by  which 
they  had  been  called  together,  had  refused  to  sit, 
this  would  not  have  led  to  the  calling  a  full  and 
free  house  of  representatives.  It  was  by  no  means  to 
be  desired  that  the  whole  authority  of  the  govern 
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hook    inent should  remain  with  Cromwel  and  his  council 
.  of  officers.    The  persons  now  summoned,  looking 

165S.  over  the  list  of  their  colleagues,  felt  convinced 
that  they  were  competent  to  the  conferring'  great 
and  lasting  benefits  on  the  nation.  Providence, 
or  the  system  of  the  universe,  by  whatever  name 
we  shall  think  fit  to  call  it,  yielded  to  them,  as  it 
seemed,  the  opportunity  of  doing  much  good.  It 
was  theirs  to  calm  the  perturbed  spirits  of  the  na- 
tion, and  compose  the  jarring  interests  by  which 
it  was  divided.  Were  they,  because  they  were  not 
elected  by  the  people,  and  seeing  that,  if  they 
withdrew  themselves,  no  such  election  would  take 
place,  to  throw  away  the  opportunity  which  was 
thus  given  them  ? 
They  enter  The  supreme  authority  being  thus  constituted, 
and  Cromwel  and  his  officers  having  withdrawn, 
the  only  determinations  of  the  assembly  on  that 
day,  were,  to  adjourn,  and  to  fix  their  place  of  meet- 
ing for  the  following  day  at  the  house  where  the 
parliament  had  been  previously  held.  Accord- 
ingly, on  the  fifth  of  July,  they  called  Francis 
Rous,  provost  of  Eton,  to  the  chair  of  the  assem- 
bly, appointed  Scobel  to  be  their  clerk,  and,  by 
a  deputation  consisting  of  sir  Anthony  Ashley 
Cooper  and  such  members  as  were  already  of  the 
council  of  state,  invited  Cromwel,  the  three  major- 
generals,  and  colonel  Tomlinson,  to  assist  as  mem- 
bers of  the  house,  thus  making-  their  entire  nuin- 
ber  one  hundred  and  forty-four.   On  the  following 


on  business. 
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day  they  resolved  that  all    addresses  should  be    chap. 

.  XXXI. 

made  to  them  under  the  name  of  the  parliament*,    i      'j 

On  the  twelfth  they  agreed  upon  a  declaration,       1053. 
inviting  the  people  of  England  to  pray  to  God  for  lishadecla- 
his  blessing  on  their  counsels  and  proceedings. 
In  this  paper  they  abstain  from  all  accusation  or 
reflection  on  the  late  parliament,  and  no  otherwise 
refer  to  the  summons  by  which  they  had  been 
brought  together,  than  simply  by  saying,  that,  be- 
ing in  an  extraordinary  manner  called  together, 
and  required  to  assume  the  supreme  government, 
they   had  judged  it  meet  and  requisite  to  take 
upon    themselves    the    charge    assigned.      They 
further  remark,  that,  though  they  were  tender  of 
pressing  covenants  and  engagements  on  the  people, 
yet  they  expected  and  believed  that  all  peaceable 
and  good  citizens  would  conduct  themselves  suit- 
ably to  the  protection  they  looked   for  from  the 
present  authority.     They  were  ample  in  express- 
ing their  purpose   to    proceed   in   all    things  as 
might  best  conduce  to  the  uood  of  all,  and  decla- 
ring  the  watchfulness  and  tenderness  they  would 
exercise  as  to  the  life,  liberty,  and  estate  of  every 
member  of  the  commonwealth1'. 

Their  next  considerable  measure  was  to  appoint  Eled  a 

.,      n  .         ,  .  ,  council  of 

a  council  ot  state  to  exercise  the  executive  autho-  state. 


a  Journals, 

h  Journals.  Parliamcntarj  History,  Vol.  XX,  p.  184,  </  ><•</'/. 
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book    rity.     They  determined  that  the  number  of  the 

^ ___,   couneil  should  be  thirty-one.  On  the  eighth  they 

less  nominated  the  members  of  the  late  couneil  with 
the  addition  of  Sal  way  to  be  members  of  the 
new  council0:  and,  six  days  afterwards,  they  fill- 
ed up  the  number  with  the  names  of  Fleetwood, 
Montagu,  Howard,  lord  viscount  Lisle,  sir  Antho- 
ny Ashley  Cooper,  and  others'1:  all  of  them,  ex- 
cept Fleetwood,  members  of  the  present  parlia- 
ment. 
Powei  Thus  Cromwel,  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  days, 

mained  in     became  once  again  an  integral  member  of  the  go- 
ofCrom-      vernment,  both  legislative  and  executive.  Add  to 
which,  thirteen  of  the  thirty-one  counsellors  were 
those  expressly  of  his  own  nomination.     It  may 
further  easily  be  supposed,  as  the  list  of  the  whole 
parliament  was   formed    by  him,   that,  whatever 
rigour  and  conscientious  strictness  he  might  pro- 
fess to  employ  in  the  selection,  his  influence  over 
such  a  body  must  necessarily  be  extensive. 
Temper  of        The  assembly  proceeded  early  and   diligently 
biy.J  m  the  consideration  of  such  questions  as  seemed 

most  intimately  connected  with  the  public  welfare. 
The  principles  with  which  they  were  animated, 
were  strikingly  similar  to  those  of  the  last  parlia- 
ment; but  they  had  not  the  motives  for  procras- 
tination which  prevailed  in  that  assembly.  Their 
duration  was  limited,  by  the  instrument  of  govern- 

Journals.  J  Journals;     Sec  above,  p. 
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ment,  to  whose  provisions  they  bad  tacitly  con-    chap. 

1  •     i      c  .1  XXXI. 

sented,  to  a  period  ot  sixteen  months.  v , 

They  voted  in  one  of  their  earliest  sittings,  that       \G5-.\. 
the  business  of  tithes  should   without  delay  be  videthem- 
taken   into  consideration**;   and,  presently   after,  emiu'J 
came  to  a  similar  resolution  respecting-  the  law  and 
its  grievances f.    On  the  twentieth  of  July  eleven 
important  questions  were  resolved  to  be  referred 
to  as  many  committees.  Two  of  these  committees, 
for  the  affairs  of  Ireland  and  Scotland,  had  been 
named  on  the  ninth  :   but  they  were  now  organised 
afresh,  with  some  trifling  alterations,  and  the  names 
of  Cromwel  and  Lambert  inserted  in  the  first,  which 
had  before  stood  only  in  the  second.     The  other 
committees  were  for  the  law,  the  army,  the  reve- 
nue, petitions,  trade  and  corporations,  the  poor  and 
commissions  of  the  peace,  public  debts  and  frauds, 
prisons,   and  the  advancement  of  learning:   the 
names  of  Cromwel  and  Lambert  were  in  none  of 
these.     Sir  Anthony  Ashley  Cooper  was  the  first 
person  named  on  the  committee  of  the  law.     He. 
was  also  on  the  committee  for  the  advancement 
of  learning.      Barbonc  was  only  of  the  committee 
for  petitions.   A  committee  on  the  subject  of  tithes 
had  been  named  on  the  day  preceding.  The  com- 
mittees varied   in  the  number  of  their  member  \ 
from  twelve  to  nineteen". 

Thou"h  the  government  of  England  had  been   m,.,.i.  lt  lt 

0                to  the  head  of 
— tin'  Oeet 


•  . 1. Mm,  ils,  Jul)  E>,  l.-.  '  Ibid,  Jul}  1  !  fournals. 


5-|4  HISTORY  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 

hook    in  this  convulsed  and  uncertain  state,  we  yet  suf- 

v _j   fered  no  intermission  in  the  prosecution  of  the 

1653.  Dutch  war.  The  chief  alteration  that  took  place 
was  in  the  command  of  the  fleet,  resulting  from 
the  ascendancy  of  Cromwel.  Blake  was  too  good  a 
republican  to  be  entirely  acceptable  to  the  general. 
We  are  told,  that,  when  he  heard  of  the  disper- 
sion of  the  parliament,  the  remark  he  made  to  his 
comrades  was,  It  is  not  the  business  of  seamen  to 
mind  state-affairs,  but  to  keep  foreigners  from 
foolino;  ush.  But  this  was  not  enough  for  him  who 
was  now  at  the  helm.  The  man  whom  Cromwel 
selected  as  better  adapted  to  his  purposes  was 
Monk1,  and  he  fully  justified  the  choice. 
Sixth  bat-  The  Dutch  on  the  other  hand,  encouraged  by 
and  Van  the  unsettled  state  of  affairs  in  England,  resolved 
Junes.  to  make  a  strenuous  effort.  Tromp,  after  having 
safely  convoyed  the  outward-bound  trade  of  his 
country,  returned  with  a  fleet  of  one  hundred  sail 
to  seek  the  English  on  their  own  coasts.  Monk, 
assisted  by  Dean,  proceeded  with  about  equal 
numbers  to  meet  him ;  and  a  battle  ensued  on  the 
second  of  Junek.  The  superiority  however  was 
wholly  with  the  English.  The  battle  lasted  two 
days ;  and  on  the  night  of  the  first  Blake  arrived 
with  eighteen  fresh  ships  to  reinforce   his  coun- 

11  Lives,  English  and  Foreign,  Vol.  IT,  p.  109.     Rennet,  Com- 
plete History  of  England. 
'  Clarendon,  Vol.  Ill,  |>.  487\ 
k  Le  Clerc,  Tom.  [I,  p.  S83.     Heath,  p.  34  I.     Echard. 
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trymen"1.     Dean  was  killed  by  a  chain-shot  in  the    c  11  a  P. 
beginning-  of  the  action ;  and  in  the  course  of  it   ^J_    Jj 
eleven  Dutch  ships  were  captured,  six  sunk,  and       less. 
two  blown  up  with  gunpowder ;  and  thirteen  him-  admiral0 
dred  and  fifty  men  were  made  prisoners,  with  com-       "' 
paratively  little  loss  on  the  part  of  the  English". 

The  Dutch  were  so  far  humbled  by  the  result  Ambassa- 
of  this  action,  as  to  be  induced  to  send  four  am-  from  HoU 
bassadors  with  overtures  of  peace,  who  arrived  at 
the   time  that   the   government  was   entirely  in 
Cromwel,  and  his  council  of  officers,  or  council  of 
state.     They  had  their  audience  of  the  council  of 
state  on  the  twenty-second  of  June".     But  the 
precariousness  and  narrow  foundation  of  the  go- 
vernment in  no  degree  lowered  the  tone  of  Crom- 
wel or  his  assistants.     He  in  the  first  place  gave 
an  absolute  refusal  to  the  proposition  of  a  cessa- 
tion of  hostilities  during  the  pendency  of  a  nego- 
ciation.     In  the  next  place  the  envoys  speedily 
found  that  they  had  no  chance  of  peace,  but  upon 
such  terms  as  should  be  dictated  to  them  by  the 
English    cabinet.      Under    these    circumstances, 
though  the  ambassadors  still  remained,  the  Dutch 
government  resolved  once  more  to  try  the  fortune 
of  war  P. 

,n  Heath,  p.  345.      Echard.     Thurloc,  Vol,  I,  p.  '278. 
n  Gumble,  LitV  of  Monk,  p.  60.     Clarendon,  kW  mpra. 
8  Order  Book. 

r  <  larendon,  ubi  supra.     Thurloe,  Vol.  \,  p.  301,  :i02,  308,  509, 
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B  o  o  k        They  therefore  employed  themselves  diligently 
* l\j    in  preparations  for  the  combat.    Tromp  grievously 
i6fis.      complained  of  the  insubordination  of  his  officers, 
i^lo'T  and  desired  to  withdraw  from  the  command.  The 
"^  °""      admiral  Dc  Wit  addressed  both  the  states  gene- 
ral and  the  states  of  Holland  in  these  terms  :   I 
am  here  before  my  sovereigns  :  of  what  use  is  it 
to  dissemble  ?  the  English  are  our  masters  at  sea ; 
and  things  must  so  remain,  till  we  have  ships  built 
on  a  different  scaled    The  civil  government  paid 
every  attention  to  the  admirals  :  they  gave  them 
full  power  to  place  and  displace  the  captains  of 
ships  at  their  pleasure r:  they  sent  deputies  to 
visit  the  different  crews,  to  exhort  and  intrcat  them 
to  exert  themselves  for  their  country,  and  to  pro- 
mise them  extraordinary  advantages  and  rewards8. 
Towards  the  end  of  July  Tromp  sailed  from  the 
harbours  of  Zealand  with  eighty  or  ninety  ships, 
while.  De  Wit  had  twenty-five  more  in  readiness 
in  the  TexeR 
Orders  The  command  of  the  English  fleet  of  about  one 

K.by  hundred  vessels  was  intrusted  to  Monk".  It 
seemed  to  be  the  determination  on  both  sides  that 
the  ensuing  battle  should  be  a  decisive  one. 
Monk,  a  man  of  taciturn  habits,  of  inflexible  re- 


■'  Ibid,  ii.  314.     Le  Clerc,  Vol.  II.  p.  333,  334. 

r  Thurloe,  p.  325. 

5  Ibid,  p.  375,  398.     Le  Clerc,  p.  334. 

1  Thurloe,  p.  382.     Le  Clerc,  uJ>i  stqwq, 

-  Gumble,  p.  61. 
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solution,   and   whom  no   peril  could   daunt,  laid    chap. 
down  a  new  rule  to  those  who  commanded  under 
him,  which  was  obeyed  in  the  same  spirit  in  which 
it  was  given.     He  said,  he   had  found  by  expe- 
rience, that  the  taking  the  ships  of  the  enemy  con- 
sumed much  precious  time,  while  the  sending  the 
ships  so  taken  into  a  place  of  security,  necessitated 
the  detaching  vessels  from  the  fleet  to  conduct 
them,  and  so  weakened  his  force.     He  therefore 
gave  positive  orders,  that  no  English  ship  should 
surrender  to  the  enemy,  and  that  they  should  ac- 
cept no  surrender  of  the  vessels  against  which  they 
fought.     Their  business  was  not  to   take   ships, 
but  to  sink  and  destroy   to  the  extent  of  their 
power  w. 

The  battle  began  in  the  evening  of  the  twenty-  Seventh 
ninth  of  July  near  the  coast  of  Holland.     This  jX'",, 
day's  engagement  was  attended  with  no  decisive 
event \     The  day  following  was  so  squally,  as  to 
prevent  the  possibility  of  their  coming  into  battle; 
but  the  thirty-first,  Sunday,  had  a  different  issue. 
De  Wit  had   already  joined  the  principal  fleet*. 
Four  of  the  largest  of  the  English  vessels  were  in 
the    utmost   danger   from    the  Dutch    fire-ships; 
and  Tromp  was  killed  by  a  musquet-shot  early  in  Death  of 
the  engagement2.  The  merchant-men,  which  were  JjJJV 
placed  by  Monk  in  the  battle,  were  rendered  more 


"  Ibid,  p.  '• !         *  Several  Proceedings  of  Parfiami  nt,  No.  3. 
y  Several  Proceeding,  ubi  supra.     Le  Clerc,  p,  335. 
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book  efficient,  by  an  expedient  of  his  in  transposing  the 
^—  ~>  captains,  he  having-  found  on  the  former  occasion 
1653.  that  they  committed  themselves  cautiously,  out  of 
tenderness  to  the  freight  which  belonged  to  their 
owners a.  Six  English  captains,  and  five  hundred 
sailors  were  killed  in  the  fight,  and  six  captains 
and  eight  hundred  sailors  wounded.  But  the 
issue  to  the  Dutch  was  terrible.  We  lost  two 
ships  :  they  had  nearly  thirty  burned  or  sunk, 
and  among  them  vice-admiral  Evertsonb.  Agree- 
ably  to  Monk's  orders,  there  was  no  ship  taken  ; 
but  twelve  hundred  men  were  made  prisoners, 
either  escaping  from  the  wrecks  in  their  boats,  or 
picked  up  as  they  were  swimming  in  the  seac. 

3  Ibid,  p.  318. 

b  Several  Proceedings.     Heath,  ubi  supra.  e  Ibid. 
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CHAPTER   XXXII. 

JOHN    LILBURNE. HE    OFFERS    HIS    SERVICES    TO 

THE    ROYALISTS. HIS     OVERTURES    TO    CROM- 

WEL. HE    COMES  TO    ENGLAND. IS  SENT    TO 

NEWGATE. HIS  TRIAL. HE  IS  ACQUITTED. 

HIS  DEATH. 

In  a  short  time  after  the  dissolution  of  the  late    chap. 

V  V-  Y  T  T 

parliament,  John  Lilburne  once  more  shewed  him-   ^_      ^ 
self  on  the  scene.     He  had  received  from  that  as-      165s. 
sembly  the  severe  judgment  of  banishment  for  ofui.0" 
lifea.  This  occurred  in  January  1G52.     At  its  un-  burne- 
expected  dissolution   he  looked  forward  with  a 
natural   feeling  to  his  restoration  to  his  country. 
But  he  had  conducted  himself  in  the  mean  time 
in  a  way  not  in  accordance  with  that  object. 

We  have  seen  on  various  occasions  instances  of  instability 
the  ferocity  of  his  character.    Enraged  at  the  eter-  nectfonsin 
nal  separation  from  his  native  island  that  was  s0Clct>'* 
thus  awarded  against  him,  we  are  not  to  wonder 
that  he  engaged  himself  in  vows  of  immitigable 
vengeance.     Lilburne  was  a  man  that  belonged 
to  no  party.      He  had  quarrelled  first  with  the  bi- 


Si  i    ibove,  | 


550  EIISTOltY  OF  11!  I'.  COMMONWEALTH. 

hook    shops,  and  then  with  the  presbyterians.     He  had 

'""  loaded  all  the  public  men  of  the  present  day  with 
less.  his  abuse,  Cromwel,  Bradshaw,  Vane  and  Ireton. 
As  he  stood  entirely  by  himself,  a  position  in 
which  no  man,  in  difficult  times,  and  in  public 
life,  can  long  maintain  himself,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  he  at  one  time  made  alliance  with  one  set  of 
men,  and  at  another  with  another,  as  necessity 
prompted,  or  his  inclinations  led  him. 
iiisfcarsof  When  Lilburne  quitted  England,  he  sailed  for 
dolT '"'"  Holland.  Here  he  found  himself  surrounded  with 
the  exiled  royalists,  and  was  haunted  with  the  per- 
petual fear  of  assassination.  He  had  been  as  loud 
;is  any  man  in  exclamations  on  the  criminality  of 
Charles  the  First,  and  had  even  recommended  that 
he  should  be  tried  and  receive  sentence  from  twelve 
men  in  an  ordinary  jury  b.  Now  he  began  to  re- 
flect upon  the  position  in  which  he  was  placed. 
Dorislaus  and  Ascham  had  been  assassinated,  one 
at  the  Hague,  the  other  at  Madrid.  But  Doris- 
laus and  Ascham  had  been  protected  by  the  go- 
vernment of  their  country,  and  had  been  sent  out 
with  public  powers  and  honours.  It  would  be 
peculiarly  hard,  if  Lilburne,  now  that  he  had  been 
cast  out  by  that  government  as  an  abominable 
thing,  and  exiled  from  their  territories,  should  yet 
He  joins  become  their  martyr.  This  consideration,  com- 
iiist*?        bined  with  his  desire  of  vengeance,  led  him  to 


& 
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unite  himself  with  the  royalists.     He  chose  rather   c  n  a  P. 

\  XX 1 1 

to  be  their  assistant  than  their  victim  ;  and  he  saw  v'  '  '  \ 
in  their  triumph,  aided  by  his  exertions,  the  most  1G53. 
obvious  means  of  his  own  restoration.  He  entered 
into  familiar  intercourse,  by  his  own  statement, 
with  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  sir  John  Colepper, 
sir  Ralph  Hopton  (distinguished  followers  of 
Charles  the  First,  and  who  had  been  created  peers 
by  him  in  1G44),  bishop  Bramhal,  and  other  emi- 
nent royalists0. 

To  these  persons  he  made  the  proposition,  that,  Proposals 
if  he  were  furnished  with  ten  thousand  pounds,  makes  to 
he  would  undertake  to  destroy  Cromwel,  the  par- 
liament, and  the  then  council  of  state,  in  six  months. 
Being-  asked  how  he  could  do  this,  he  replied, 
by  papers  that  he  would  print  in  Amsterdam,  and 
send  over  and  get  dispersed  by  his  agents  in  Eng- 
land. He  affirmed,  that  he  had  a  numerous  party 
in  his  native  country,  and  that  the  majority  of 
the  army  would  easily  be  brought  over  to  his  views. 
These  conversations  took  place  in  the  autumn  of 
1G52.     His  proposals  were  not  accepted*1. 

c  Defensive  Declaration  of  Lilburnc,  p.  16. 

d  Several  Informations  and  Examinations  taken  concerning  Lil- 
burnc.— It  is  right  to  observe  that  Lilburnc  strenuously  denied 
the  truth  of  these  statements ;  while  on  the  other  hand  the  infor- 
mations, perfectly  agreeing  as  to  the  tacts,  arc  sworn  to  by  four 
persons,  Isaac  Berkcnhcad,  captain  John  Titus,  captain  John  Mart- 
let, and  Richard  Foot.  They  are  also  in  perfect  conformity  with  tin 
character  and  habits  of  Lilburnc.  Exasperated  as  he  was,  and  ex- 
iling Cromwel  and  the  parliament  and  the  council  of  State,  we 
■mii    carceVj  conceive  of  his  doing  less.     He  was  nevei  .1  mm  to 
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1653. 
Hi  ad- 
dresses  a 

letter  to 
Croniwd. 


Lilburne  no  sooner  heard  of  the  dissolution  of 
the  parliament,  the  news  of  which  was  brought 
to  him  by  his  wife,  May  the  third,  than  he  wrote 


govern  and  control  Ins  passions.  And  the  confidence  expressed 
in  his  own  power,  and  his  sanguine  expectations  of  the  result,  are 
exactly  what  wc  should  expect  from  him. — On  the  other  hand  wc 
must  not  forget  that  the  attesters  of  these  charges  were  spies  and 
rcnegadoes. 

As  to  Lilburne's  asseverations  of  innocence,  these  must  be  re- 
ceived with  considerable  allowance.  The  man  who  engages  in 
plots  and  propositions  of  this  sort,  has  motives  for  denying  them 
afterwards  that  can  scarcely  be  resisted.  He  received  no  encourage- 
ment from  the  exiles;  and  the  forcible  dissolution  of  the  parlia- 
ment and  council  of  state,  gave  him  a  prospect  of  restoration  that 
he  never  could  have  counted  on.  When  we  recollect  his  explana- 
tion of  the  sense  in  which  he  took  the  engagement  to  be  true  and 
faithful  to  the  commonwealth  as  now  established,  without  king  or 
house  of  lords  (see  above,  p.  i)34),  that  by  the  commonwealth  he 
understood  the  constitution  of  England,  which  had  stood  the  test 
of  ages,  and  by  abjuring  a  king  to  declare  his  unaltered  abhorrence 
of  an  absolute  and  arbitrary  king,  wc  must  admit  that  he  was  not,  at 
least  in  this  latter  part  of  his  life,  a  man  of  very  delicate  veracity. 

Guided  by  this  recollection,  we  trace  a  kind  of  mental  reservation 
in  the  denials  made  by  him  on  the  present  occasion.  He  "so- 
lemnly declares  he  never  engaged  to  promote  the  regal  interest  of 
Charles  Stuart  against  the  present  declared  commonwealth  (De- 
fensive Declaration,  p.  19)."  But  the  present  commonwealth  may 
be  said  to  have  been  declared,  April  22,1653.  In  his  tract  in 
answer  to  the  Informations,  entitled  Malice  Delected,  he  indeed 
goes  farther,  and  protests,  "  Never  such  words  passed  from  my 
mouth,  nor  such  thoughts  entered  my  heart;  the  Lord,  the  Al- 
inighty  God,  is  my  witness."  In  a  preceding  tract,  dated  July  1, 
and  called  The  Prisoner's  Most  Mournful  Cry,  he  says,  "  I  had 
rather  be  boiled  alive  in  hot  lead,  than  have  the  least  finger  in 
bringing  Charles  Stuart  to  England,  to  embroil  the  nation  in  blood, 
and  destroy  the  general  and  all  his  officers  and  ioldicrs. 
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a  conciliatory  and  respectful  letter  to  Cromwel,  chap. 
the  purport  of  which  was  to  obtain  permission  that  ^^  ', 
he  might  return  to  England,  there  to  dispute  the  1653. 
validity  of  the  act  by  which  he  had  been  sent  into 
banishment.  He  knew  that  he  had  been  repre- 
sented as  having'  conspired  with  the  royalists  for 
the  restoration  of  Charles  Stuart;  but  he  endea- 
voured to  make  that  accusation  appear  the  mere 
tUbrication  and  malice  of  sir  Arthur  Haselrig  and 
Thomas  Scot,  whom  Lilburne  styles  secretary  of 
state,  both  of  whom  were  out  of  favour  with  the 
present  rulers  for  the  inflexibleness  of  their  re- 
publican principles.  He  knew  that  he  had  loaded 
Cromwel  with  every  kind  of  scurrility  and  abuse; 
but  he  trusted  to  the  placableness  of  Cromwel's 
disposition  and  the  respectfulness  of  his  present 
address  e. 

He  was  however  wholly  deceived  in  the  expec-  it  is  nu- 
tations he  had  formed.  Cromwel  entertained  the  ^ted/ 
utmost  disgust  to  the  entire  character  and  conduct 
of  Lilburne.  His  conduct  respecting  the  mines 
in  the  county  of  Durham,  in  which  he  had  prose- 
cuted a  false  and  fabricated  tale  with  the  same 
earnestness  and  virulence  which  he  had  before 
employed  in  questions  seemingly  important  to 
public  liberty  and  justice,  had  alienated  from  him 
nearly  all  persons  of  sobriety  and  reflection.  Add 
to  which,  the  council  of  state  had  received  precise 

'  Tin    lettei  forms  the  first  pan  of  the  Defensive  Dcelaratiun. 
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hook    informations  relative  to  Ins  alleged  otters  to  the 
v        '       exiled  royalists,  and  had  even  letters,  apparently 
iw         in  his  own  handwriting,  confirming  these  otters f. 
He  returns        Lilbume  waited  patiently  from  the  beginning 
land."8        of  May  to  the  middle  of  June,  hoping  to  receive 
from  Cromwel  a  pass  to  allow  him  to  return.  Dis- 
appointed in  this,  he  at  length  came  over  at  a  ven- 
ture, in  defiance  of  consequences.     He  proceeded 
immediately  to  London,  and  on  his  arrival  wrote 
a  letter  to  Cromwel,  intreating  his  favour  and  in- 
Andiscom-  dulgenee.     The  next  day  he  was  apprehended, 
Newgate.     and  shortly  after  committed   to  Newgate^.     The 
duke  of  Buckingham  is  said  to  have  accompanied 
him  as  far  as  Calais1';  and   the  council  of  state 
were  fully  convinced  that  he  came  with  the  most 
desperate  intentions, 
it  is  re-  It  was  soon  determined  to  send  him  to  trial 

send  him  upon  the  act  that  had  passed  for  his  banishment, 
which  expressed  that  he  was  not  to  return  on 
pain  of  death.  Cromwel  conceived  that  he  had 
here  gained  a  favourable  opportunity  for  bringing 
his  favourite  scheme  of  restoring  trial  by  jury  in 
political  cases  to  the  test.  There  was  a  plain  act 
of  parliament  condemning  the  alleged  criminal ; 
and  all  that  seemed  to  be  required  for  his  convic- 
tion was  evidence  of  his  identity. 


f  Defensive  Declaration,  ]>.  13. 

B  Weekly  Intelligence,  No.  121. 

h  Several  Informations,  p.  13.     See  Tlmrlur,  Vol,  I,  |».   ■  ■ 
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Meanwhile  Lilburne,   seeing  that  he   had   no    chap. 
longer  any  hope  in  the  clemency  of  the  govern-   ^_        ' 
ment,  set  himself,  with  that  undaunted  and  invin-       less. 
cible  courage  which  so  remarkably  characterised  ofhfcbel 
him,  to  prepare   his  defence  ;  and  Cromwel  and  hav'°1""- 
his  associates   presently  found  that  they  had  an- 
other sort  of  task  to  perform,  in  ridding  themselves 
of  this  adversary,  than  they  had  anticipated.    His 
trial  did  not  come  on  at  the  bar  of  the  Old  Bailey 
till  the  thirteenth  of  July,  and  was  continued  with 
various  interruptions  to  the  twentieth  of  the  fol- 
lowing month.  The  judge  who  presided  was  chief 
baron  Wild,  assisted  on  the  bench   by   the  lord 
commissioner    Keble,  judge   Warburton,  the  re- 
corder Steele,  and,  which  may  seem  extraordinary, 
attorney-general  Pridcaux. 

The  act  on  which  Lilburne  was  tried  was  of  an  Peculiarity 
extraordinary  and  unprecedented  nature;  and  here 
he  took  his  stand  for  his  defence.  It  was  a  sta- 
tute, condemning  a  certain  individual  by  name  to 
banishment,  and  in  case  of  his  return  to  suffer 
death.  The  law-officers  of  the  government  pressed 
the  accused  to  plead  to  the  statute  ;  but,  if  they 
expected  him  to  do  so  readily,  they  were  deceived 
in  their  calculations.  He  conjured  up  every  sort 
of  difficulty,  and,  himself  alone,  fought  every  inch 
of  ground  with  them,  remembering  at  each  mo- 
ment to  charge  his  judges  with  unfair  dealing  and 
the  most  unheard  of  tyranny.  He  demanded  to 
have  counsel  assigned  him,  and  fixed  upon  eight 


of  liis  si- 
tuation. 


>oCi 
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hook    pleaders,   including  in  their  number  Glyn,  May- 

_j  nard  and  Hale.  This  point  was  conceded  to  him. 
1653.  (  )n  the  fourth  day  of  the  trial,  July  the  sixteenth, 
he  tendered  a  bill  of  exceptions, 
uni  of  ex-  His  exceptions  were,  first,  that  it  did  not  appear 
on  the  face  of  the  act,  that  it  was  an  act  of  the 
parliament  of  the  commonwealth  of  England,  or 
the  parliament  sitting  at  Westminster,  and  might 
as  well  be  an  act  of  a  parliament  in  Naples,  or 
any  other  country.  Secondly,  it  did  not  appear, 
that  there  was  any  judgment  given,  upon  which 
the  sentence  was  founded.  Before  a  judgment, 
there  must  be  indictment,  presentment,  or  infor- 
mation ;  the  party  accused  must  appear,  or  must 
be  outlawed  for  not  appearing ;  he  must  either 
confess  or  plead  :  all  of  which  circumstances  were 
wanting,  the  least  of  them  being  enough  to  anni- 
hilate  the  proceeding.  Thirdly,  the  act  spoke  of 
his  not  being  allowed  to  remain  in  England,  Scot- 
land or  Ireland  after  twenty  days,  but  the  vote  of 
the  house  upon  which  the  act  was  bottomed  spe- 
cified thirty  days.  Fourthly,  the  indictment  now 
preferred  against  him,  was  against  John  Lilburne, 
gentleman,  while  the  act  of  banishment  was  against 
lieutenant-colonel  Lilburne;  no  proof  being  ren- 
dered that  he  was  the  person  named  in  the  act. 
lie  denied  that  he  had  been  a  lieutenant-colonel 
at  the  time  of  passing  the  act.  There  were  several 
persons  in  England,  whose  names  and  designation 
were  John  Lilburne,  gentleman  ;  and  they  might 
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as  well  hang  any  one  of  these,  as  hang  him,  under    c  11  a  p. 

.,  .  XXXII. 

this  act.  ^_     _j 

He  tendered  his  bill  of  exceptions  on  the  morn-  less. 
ing  of  the  sixteenth,  signed  with  his  own  hand  :  by  coimseL 
but  the  court  refused  to  receive  it,  unless  signed 
by  his  counsel,  and  gave  him  till  the  evening  to 
repair  that  defect.  Most  of  the  counsel  that  had 
been  assigned  him  were  out  of  town ;  but  he  at 
length  met  with  Maynard,  who  was  just  setting- 
out,  and  Norbury,  who  had  been  a  Welsh  judge, 
but  dismissed  by  Cromwel '.  These  readily  signed 
his  paper. 

Maynard  however,  who  had  always  been  con-  Advice 
sidered  as  of  the  presbyterian  party,  who  had  great  by  May- 
reputation  as  an  acute  lawyer,  and  who  panted  to  nar 
increase  that  reputation,   sent  him  word,  that  he 
had  missed  the  grand  bulwark  for  saving  his  life, 
which  was  to  demand  his  01/cr,  or  a  specification 
under  the  great  seal,   of  the  statute  on  which  he 
was  tried,  the  judgment  of  banishment  which  had 
been  given  against  him,  and  a  declaration  of  the 
crime   or   (rimes   on  which   that   judgment  was 
founded. 

Here  the  court  was  completely  at  a  stand.  They  Behaviour 
granted  him  a  specification  of  the  act,  but  would  awttried 
go  no  further.    There  was  in  reality  no  individual  llim- 
record  of  the  judgment,  or  of  the  accusation  which 
had  led  to  that  judgment.     They  however  threat 
ened  that,  if  ho  did  not  plead,  they  would  pro- 

-  e  above,  p.  5  57. 


(till 
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hook    cccd  against  him  as  contumacious.  And,  at  length, 
v   I1I'_y    on  the  twentieth  of  August,  he  consented  to  plead, 

1658.       and  a  jury  was  impannelled  to  try  him. 
iiis  ,ie-  On  this  day  he  made  a  most  impressive  speech  ; 

and,  among  other  topics,  conjured  the  jury  to  at- 
tend to  the  iniquity  of  the  whole  proceeding.  They 
were  called  there  to  pronounce  upon  his  life  ;  and, 
if  they  condemned  him,  he  would  be  sent  to  the 
gallows.  For  what  were  they  to  condemn  him? 
In  England,  and  indeed  in  all  civilized  countries, 
no  man  suffers  the  last  penalty  of  justice  but  for 
some  crime.  He  appealed  to  his  own  heart  that 
he  had  committed  no  crime.  His  whole  life  had 
been  spent  in  the  service  of  his  country,  and  the 
assertion  of  her  liberties.  But,  if  he  had  com- 
mitted a  crime,  the  jury  knew  nothing  of  it.  All 
that  was  offered  them  as  a  ground  for  his  con- 
viction, was  a  bare  act  of  parliament,  ordering 
lieutenant-colonel  Lilburne  into  banishment,  and, 
if  he  returned,  to  suffer  death  as  a  felon.  He  ad- 
jured them  as  they  had  any  regard  to  justice,  or 
the  peace  of  their  consciences,  not  to  adjudge  a 
man  to  death,  not  for  any  thing  that  he  had  done, 
or  that  was  proved  against  him,  but  because  cer- 
tain words  had  by  other  men  been  ordered  to  be 
written  on  paper  or  parchment. 
Heisae-  The  record  of  the  latter  part  of  Lilburne's  trial 

is  exceedingly  imperfect14.     But  we  may  take  it 

k  The  account  of  the  trial  published  by  Lilburne  himself,  and 
copied  intu  the  Stat<  Trials   comi    down  no  further  than  July  16. 


quitted. 
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for  granted  that  the  judge  told  the  jury,  that  they    chap. 

had  nothing  to  do  but  with  the  aet  of  parliament.    ^   ^ 

They  were  bound  by  their  oaths  to  decide  accord-  igss. 
ing  to  law  :  and,  unless  they  had  any  doubt  of 
the  true  interpretation  of  the  act,  or  that  the  per- 
son before  them  was  the  person  described  in  it, 
they  must  bring  a  verdict  of  guilty.  The  jury  ac- 
quitted the  prisoner.  The  populace  appear  to 
have  felt  a  deep  interest  in  his  trial1.  Though 
acquitted,  he  was  still  kept  in  prison,  and  plots 
with  the  royalists  were  imputed  to  him"1.  There 
was  a  talk  of  trying  him  for  treason  with  other 
conspirators  before  a  high  court  of  justice";  but 
he  was  at  length  sent  a  prisoner  by  Cromwel  to 
Elizabeth  Castle  in  the  Isle  of  Jersey.     Here  he  kunpri- 

,    .   .  i  r>         •    i        i  *  soiled  in 

deported  nimselt  with  the  greatest  contumacy0,  jersey. 
lie  was  finally,  as  we  are  told,  being  far  gone  in 
a  consumption,  liberated  from  confinement,  and 
only  turned  out  to  die?,  which  event  occurred  in  Hfadeatb. 
August  1G57°<,  at  the  asrc  of  thirtv-nine. 

These  measures  may  be  considered  for  the  most  iiis  treat- 
part  as  the  act  of  Cromwel.  He  had  at  least  a  Suable  u> 
majority  in  the  council  of  state.  The  thirteen  ori-  CromwtK 
oinal  members  were  of  his  own  nomination.  And, 


1  Thurloe,  Vol.  I,  p.  429,  430,  135,  i 1 1,  442. 
'"  Ibid,  [>.  in,  iij,  151,  153. 
"  Ibid,  i>.  435,  1 1 
°  Ibid,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  512,  ' 
"'  World's  Mistake  in  0.  Cromwel,  p.  13. 
Athena  ( >xoni<  ii-<  s. 
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t:  o  o  k  of  the  eighteen  added,  we  find  seven  of  the  names 
'  in  the  list  of  his  first  council  as  lord  protector  in 
i65s.  the  end  of  the  year,  a  convincing  proof  how  com- 
pletely, by  his  powers  of  persuasion,  or  the  arts 
of  his  policy,  he  had  brought  them  over  to  his 
schemes.  In  the  parliament  the  debates  respect- 
ing the  treatment  of  Lilburne  had  run  high,  and 
been  attended  with  repeated  divisions  r.  The  ques- 
tion occupied  much  time,  and  was  attended  with 
sharp  debates,  some  earnestly  moving  to  have  his 
trial  suspended,  and  the  act  of  his  banishment 
called  in  question s.  But  the  party  of  Cromwcl 
prevailed.  His  imprisonment,  subsequent  to  the 
acquittal,  was  confirmed  by  two  votes,  on  the 
twenty-seventh  of  August,  and  again  on  the  twenty- 
sixth  of  November1. 


r  Thurloe,  Vol.  I.  p.  387.  These  divisions  do  not  appear  on 
the  Journals. 

•  Exact  Relation  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Parliament,  which 
began  July  4,  1G53,  p.  .">. 

1  Journals. 
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CONSPIRACIES  IN  ENGLAND. — COMMOTIONS  I\ 
SCOTLAND. POSITION  OF  CROMWEL. PRO- 
CEEDINGS OF  THE  LITTLE  PARLIAMENT  RE- 
SPECTING FINANCES,  EXPENCES  OF  THE  LAW, 
DEBTORS,  AND  MARRIAGE. VOTE  FOR  ABO- 
LISHING THE   COURT  OF  CHANCERY. PROJECT 

FOR    REDUCING    A   CODE  OF    LAWS. VOTE    FOR 

ABOLISHING  PRESENTATIONS  AND  ADVOWSONS. 
VOTE  AGAINST  TITHES. 

It  is  somewhat  remarkable,  that,  during:  the  con-  SSAn 

7  '  O  A  X  \  I  I  1 . 

tinuance  of  the  Long  Parliament  from  the  death 
of  the  king,  there  had  been  wars  with  the  royalists 
of  Ireland  and  Scotland,  and  insurrections  of  that  sourcesof 

.  t'10  govern- 

party  when  England  was  invaded  by  the  enemy,  «nent  •» 

Ti*i  i  ret  1 

but  no  intestine  commotions.  From  that  time  for- 
ward, whatever  names  and  appearances  were  given 
to  the  government,  it  was  clearly  the  feeling  of 
the  bulk  of  the  nation,  that  the  power  was  in  one 
man,  Oliver  Cromwcl.  The  remarks  of  Whitlockc, 
delivered  to  the  general  himself,  are  striking-lv 
apposite  to  this  situation.  "Now,  if  your  excel- 
lency should  take  upon  von  the  title  of  king,  the 
state  of  our  cause  will  be  wholly  determined  ;  and 

VOL.   III.  2 


1653. 
The  re- 


im- 
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book    the  question,  which  was  before  national,  will  be- 
'u'       conic  particular,  and  be  merely  who  shall  be  our 
1653.      Q-overnor,  a  Cromwel,  or  a  Stuart.     The  contro- 
versy  being  thus  changed,  all  those  who  were  for 
a  commonwealth  (and   they  arc  a  very  great  and 
considerable  party)  will  desert  you,  your  hands 
will  be  weakened,  your  interests  undermined,  and 
your  cause  in  apparent  danger  to  be  ruined a." 
Newstate         In  reality  the  accession  of  Cromwel  to  the  of- 
tion.eqU€     fice  of  first  magistrate,  is  the   turning  point  upon 
which  the   future  political  state  of  this  country 
rested.     There  was  "a  very  great  and  consider- 
able party"  entirely  devoted  to  republican  princi- 
ples. What  would  have  been  their  success,  if  they 
had  been  left  to  their  own  energies,  it  is  in  vain 
for  us  to  attempt  to  decide.     They  had  talents  ; 
they   had  virtues  :   two   requisites,   which,   when 
combined,  do  much  to  insure  success  in  human 
affairs. 
Cromwoi  Cromwel  broke  this  party  in  pieces.     He  de- 

repubUcan    luded  them  ;  he  divided  them  ;  he  drove  the  firm- 
1>arty-  est  and  most  enlightened  among  them  by  main 

force  from  the  helm  of  the  state.  The  two  qua- 
lities by  which  he  was  most  distinguished,  his 
powers  of  persuasion  and  plausibility,  and  the 
audaciousness  of  his  nature,  destroyed  his  coun- 
try, so  far  as  the  happiness  of  England  depended 
on  its  becoming  a  republic. 

1  Whitlockr,  Nov.  7,  16.52.      See  above,  p.   I 
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Here,  as  Whitlocke  says,  "the  state  of  the  con-  chap. 

troversy  was  wholly  determined."  The  question  was  ^XJ^> 

no  longer  any  thing  more  than  whether  a  Crom-  igsx 

wel  or  a  Stuart  should  be  our  first  magistrate.  versyUof 

And  few  there  would  certainly  be,  that  would  fight  $£&£* 

for  the  preference  of  the  former  over  the  latter.  to  th.c  cllief 

x    t  magistracy. 

The  friends  of  the  Stuart  succession  were  al-  Numerous- 

,1   •  ,  T.  .    1     ,1         ness  of  the 

ways  numerous  in  tins  country.  It  was  with  the  adherents 
original  royalists  their  creed,  the  very  sacred  thing  ££*  Stu" 
they  swore  by.  The  presbyterians  had  never  been 
republicans ;  they  had  conceived  a  just  jealousy 
and  alienation  towards  Charles  the  First;  but 
against  his  son,  now  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  leav- 
ing out  of  the  question  their  resentment  and  aver- 
sion to  the  party  that  had  stripped  them  of  their  lau- 
rels, they  had  scarcely  a  prejudice.  The  third  par- 
ty, as  has  been  said,  had  nothing  left  to  fight  for. 

With  a  new  race  of  kings  we  must  look  for  Their  es- 
never-ending  broils  and  contentions  in  favour  of  vantages." 
the  old  possessors.     Under  the  Stuarts,  if  the  re- 
storation were  skilfully  conducted,  and  the  proper 
conditions    firmly    prescribed    and    secured,    the 
prospect  would  be  infinitely  more  serene. 

The  question  being  thus  reduced  to  a  simple  Scurrility 
alternative,  we  are  put  in  possession  of  the  true  Cromwei 
clue  to  all  the  scurrility  and  abuse,  which  was  so 
unsparingly  and  incessantly  cast  upon  Crom wd. 
There  was  a  deep  policy  in  this.  The  genuine  in- 
terest of  those  who  favoured  the  Stuart  restoration, 
was  to  bring  the  new  sovereign  into  contempt. 

2  o  2 


accounted 

for. 
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BOOE         This  could  not  thoroughly  be  done  ;  for  he  had 
.  .    an  intrinsical  greatness.    But  the  greatest  man  is 

i<:  .  also  little;  and  he  whom  we  remember  for  our 
fn'.m'iw  fellow,  we  can  hardly  be  persuaded  to  look  up  to 
cUfisofso-  as  a  being  of  a  different  nature  from  ourselves. 
dety,  fhc   English  people  recollected   Cromwel,   as  a 

person  of  an  ordinary  class,  and  possessing  small 
means  of  fortune.  They  said,  as  was  once  ob- 
served of  a  person  advancing  higher  pretensions, 
"  His  mother,  and  his  sisters,  and  his  kinsfolk, 
are  they  not  all  with  us?  From  whence  then  hath 
this  man  these  things  V 
source  of         Distance  and  mystery  contribute  much  to  reve- 

the  Feelings  T  ,      *      ,         -p,      .  .  , 

ofreve-        rence.     It  was  thus  that  rythagoras  emigrated  to 


rence. 


Greecia  Magna,  and  appeared  only  by  night  and 
in  white  garments,  and  that  Numa  had  his  Egeria. 
That  which  we  are  to  contemplate  with  deference, 
must  not  be  viewed  too  nearly,  and  looked  at  in 
its  littlenesses. 
Shortness  Lastly,  the  shortness  of  the  rei^n  of  Cromwel 

of  the  reign  *  ° 

of  r.om-      was  a  material  circumstance.      If  he  had  reigned 

wel.  .  . 

twenty  years  in  uninterrupted  prosperity,  and  had 
died  full  of  years  and  of  honours,  that  would  have 
done  much  for  his  posterity.  The  people  of  Eng- 
land would  have  been  accustomed  to  look  up  to 
him  as  their  sovereign.  Those  who  were  in  the 
most  active  state  of  existence  at  the  period  of  his 
death  would  have  known  him  for  the  first  man  in 


h  Matthew,  siii,  55, 
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the  community,  almost  from  their  earliest  recol-    chap. 

XXXII] 

lections.     But  a  reign  of  five  years,  under  a  title    {  '    ) 

that  carried  with  it  the  savour  of  royalty,  was  too       \65-x 
short.     His   issue  immediately  descended  to  the 
level  plain  of  their  contemporaries. 

The  royalists  early  felt  this  state  of  the  question,  Conspire- 

cics  1 1 1 

and  their  hopes  revived.  From  this  time  forward,  England. 
even  to  the  era  of  the  Restoration,  the  country  was 
more  or  less  infested  with  conspiracies  and  shaken 
with  commotions.  The  state  of  the  controversy 
being-  altered,  the  adherents  of  Charles  became 
full  of  sanguine  anticipations.  They  could  not 
believe  but,  the  question  being  merely  of  a  chief 
magistrate,  or  the  government  of  a  single  person, 
that  the  good  sense  and  the  prepossessions  equally 
of  the  people  of  England  would  ultimately  incline 
to  the  race  of  their  ancient  monarchs,  under  whose 
sway  they  might  look  for  more  stability,  than  under 
a  usurper,  or  the  descendants  of  a  usurper. 

It  was  probably  this  view  of  things  that  brought  Conspira- 

i-ii  t-        i         i  /-^  ...  ,  tors  appre- 

Lilburne  to  hn  gland.  Certain  it  is,  there  was  i.ended. 
talk  of  secret  correspondence  and  designs ;  and 
two  or  three  persons  of  some  consideration  were 
sent  to  the  Tower c.  Shortly  after,  we  have  an 
account  of  ten  or  twelve  colonels  being  appre- 
hended, who  had  come  over  from  foreign  pints, 
with  design  to  raise  men  in  several  places  for  the 
king's  service d. 


141,442,451  d  [bid,  pi  I 
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book         About  the  same  time  some  considerable  distem- 

v   1IL ,   pers  occurred   in  Scotland.      Monk  had  reduced 

165:?.      the  country  into  complete  subjection;  and  he, being 
RobertLil-  recalled  on  account  of  his  health,  was  succeeded 
nlamis^n'"  ov  general  Dean c,  a  man  probably  of  no  less  abi- 
Scotland.     jjtv  f}ian  himself.     Under  both  the  one  and  the 
other  Scotland  was  tranquil.   But,  Monk  and  Dean 
beino-  each  of  them  commanded  to  serve  in  the 
fleet  against  the  Dutch  for  the  campaign  of  1653, 
the  next  person  that  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
army  in  Scotland,  was  colonel  Robert  Lilburnef, 
elder  brother  of  the  demagogue ;  a  man  of  ap- 
proved fidelity,  but  who  was  by  no  means  equal 
to  the  demands  of  the  situation. 
Commo-  One  of  the  many  evils  that  arose  out  of  the  po- 

country.  litical  convulsions  and  changes  of  the  present  pe- 
riod, was  that  Scotland  was  left  for  too  lono-  a  time 
in  a  condition,  unfavourable  to  her  own  welfare, 
and  to  the  general  security  of  the  empire.  The 
bill  for  an  incorporating  union  between  England 
and  Scotland  was  brought  into  parliament  early  in 
1652  s  ;  but  that,  and  the  act  of  grace  and  oblivion 
which  was  destined  to  accompany  it,  were  not 
finally  passed  into  laws  till  two  years  after.  Of 
consequence  those  persons  who  had  been  dipped 
deep  in  the  delinquencies  of  the  war  of  Dunbar 
and  Worcester,  remained  in  a  precarious  and  un- 


•  Skinner,  Life  of  Monk,  Chap.  V,  §.  8.     Journals. 
1  Ibid.  Si  i     bovc,  p. 
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certain  condition  during:  that  interval.  Viscount  en  a  i> 
Kenmure  had  escaped  out  of  the  Tower,  and  was 
now  in  Scotland11.  Middleton,  placed  in  the  same  1653, 
situation,  had  fled  to  the  continent'.  The  earls 
of  Glencairn,  Balcarras,  Athol  and  Seaforth,  who 
had  remained  at  home,  felt  extremely  impatient  at 
the  unexpected  delay.  They  were  in  a  manner 
outlaws ;  and,  if  they  were  refused  a  certain  for- 
bearance from  the  present  government,  they  felt 
strongly  impelled  to  do  something-,  which,  if  it 
were  unsuccessful,  might  be  deserving  of  punish- 
ment.    Encourao-ed  by  the  removal,  one  after  the    ri 

contents 

other,  of  the  two  ablest  of  the  English  command-  d 
ers,  these  noblemen  withdrew  to  the  highland?,  *he° 
and  took  advantage  of  the  fastnesses  of  the  coun- 
try to  carry  on  anofTensivewark.  Lilburne,  alarmed 
at  their  inroads,  is  said  to  have  represented  the 
matter  to  the  government  in  London  as  worse  than 
it  was,  and  scarcely  to  have  dared  to  look  out  of 
his  quarters  to  suppress  them1.  Meanwhile,  Glen- 
cairn received  from  the  king  a  commission  to  com- 
mand the  royalists  of  Scotland.  His  forces  con- 
tinually increased;  and  he  is  said  by  the  end  of 
the  year  to  have  been  at  the  head  of  ten  thousand 
men"1.     There   were   however   great  dissentions 


'•  Baillic,  Vol.  II,  p.377. 

k  Baillie,  Vol.  II.  ;  w  hitlocke,  June  17,  Jul; 

\n_.  .'.  6,  12. 

-    inn.  i.  I  -,  B 
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book    among:  the  leaders.     Glencairn  threatened  to  put 

in  • 

v _,   lord  Lorn  who  had  joined  them,  under  arrest ;  and 

1653.       Balcarras  withdrew  to  the  continent". 

An  tor  a  In  relation  to  the  conspiracies  which  were  at 

high  COUll       ,1  •  .  ..     ,.  ,1  -if  l 

ofjuatice.  that  time  in  agitation,  the  council  ot  state  having 
reported  that  there  were  many  designs  on  foot  on 
the  behalf  of  Charles  Stuart,  and  that  very  many 
considerable  persons  were  concerned  in  them,  a 
bill  was  by  the  parliament  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  for  the  establishment  of  a  high  court  of  justice, 
on  the  tenth  of  August0.  The  emergency  probably 
however  appearing  to  be  less  pressing,  the  affair 
lingered,  till  at  length,  on  the  twenty-third  of  No- 
vember, a  bill  was  brought  in,  went  through  the 
regular  forms,  and  was  passed,  in  one  sitting.  The 
number  of  the  commissioners  was  thirty-three,  and 
the  names  of  Bradshaw,  Lisle,  Okey,  Whalley, 
Gorfe,  and  the  aldermen  Allen  and  Andrews,  ap- 
pear in  the  list.  The  act  was  to  be  in  force  till 
the  first  of  August  following. 
Act  of  The  parliament  also  applied  itself  with  diligence 

siuWd.       to  the  bill  of  union  with  Scotland,  and  made  se- 
veral important  and  useful  regulations  relative  to 


"Ibid.     Burnet,  Own  Time,  Book  I.  °  Journals. 

•'  Ibid.  It  does  not,  I  apprehend,  follow,  because  Bradshaw's 
name  is  in  the  list,  that  he  consented  to  sit  in  such  a  court  under 
the  present  government.  Heath  (p.  353)  says,  Lisle  was  made 
president,  Bradshaw,  as  a  great  connnonv.ealthsman,  and  enemy 
t"  a  single  person,  being  laid  aside. 
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that  country  '.     But  its  sittings  were  finally  ter-    chap. 

.  XXXIII. 

minuted  without  bringing  the  bill  of  union  to  a    v  _       j 
close.  165s- 

About  this  time  Whitlockc  had  announced  to   Position  of 

.  r         ^  1  i  ■  Cromwel. 

him  his  appointment  ot  ambassador  extraordinary 

to  Christina,  queen  of  Sweden.     In  the  interval 

Cromwel  seemed  almost  a  private  individual,  his 

only  charges  being  those  of  general  of  the  army, 

and  one  of  the  members  of  the  council  of  state.    It  wi.it- 

is  important  therefore  to  remark  the  light  in  which  statement 

he  was  now  considered.     Whitlocke  had  no  in-  J,^hesub- 

cl ination  to  the  service  that  was  cast  upon  him, 

but  knew  not  how  to  be  excused.  He  has  recorded 

several  conversations  between  himself  and  his  lady 

on  the  subject.     They  considered  the  voyage  and 

the  climate   as  matters  of  no  small  danger;  but 

they  doubted  whether  there  might  not  be  more 

danger  in  declining  them.  The  general,  they  said, 

did  what  he  pleased,  both  with  the  army,  and  the 

present  powers'.     She  was  not  able  to  give  her 

consent,  yet  dared  not  absolutely  deny  it,  for  fear 

of  inconvenience  that  might  befal  him  or  his  family 

by  his  refusal s.     And,  in  a  conversation  he  relates 

with  one  of  his  tenants  on  the  subject,  Whitlockc 

observed,   "  It  is  true  the  general  would  have  me 

go  ;  but  I  am  not  bound  to  obey  him  in  all  things. 

I  am  not  under  his  command;   what  can  he  do  to 


i  Ibid,  Aug.  10,  Sept.9,91,  Oct.  i,  -'1,31,  Nov. 

i mi. 1 1  ol  ill'  Swedish  Ambassy,  Sepl  '  Ibid,  Sept. IS. 
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BOOK    nit        To  which  the  wary  rustic  rejoined,  "What 

in  . 

v __j    can  lie  not  do  ?  Do  not  we  all  see  that  he  does 

n  what  he  lists?  I  would  not  have  you  to  anger  him, 

lest  you  bring  danger  and  trouble  upon  your  fa- 
mily and  estate  ;  that  is  the  truth  of  it1.'5 
Proceed-  The  labours  of  the  parliament  which  had  been 

Liuie  Par-  nominated  by  Cromwel,  were  great  and  merito- 
rious. They  passed  an  act  for  reducing  the  several 
receipts  of  the  revenue  into  one  treasury",  for  ta- 
king away  fines  on  bills,  declarations  and  original 
writs",  and  for  redress  of  delays  and  mischiefs 
arising  by  writs  of  error".  They  also  made  a  law, 
the  professed  object  of  which  was  the  relief  of 
creditors  and  poor  prisoners  for  debt*,  that  by  its 
immediate  operation  produced  the  discharge  of 
three  hundred  distressed  individuals,  who  were 
in  confinement  in  different  prisons  in  and  near 
London,  beside  its  effects  in  other  parts  of  Eng- 
land2. 
Marriage  They  passed  an  act  respecting  marriages,  thai 

they  should  in  all  cases  be  preceded  by  publication 
of  banns  in  church,  or  in  the  market-place  on 
market-day,  and,  a  certificate  being  granted  of 
such  publication,  together  with  the  exception  made, 


!  • 


1  Ibid,  Sept.  10.  "  Journals,  July  28. 

Ibid,  '.             Scobel.  *  Ibid,  Nov.  4.  Scobel. 

v  Journals,  Oct.  5.  Scobel. 
'  Exacl  Relation  of  the  Pr< lings  of  the   Parliament  winch 

ii  Jul)   i.  1653,  [i  I 
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if  any,  the  ceremony  was  to  take  place  before  some  c  n  a  p. 

justice  of  peace  within  the  countya.     This  act,    v_l^, ) 

with   many  others,  was  confirmed  by  the  parlia-  i6Ss. 
ment  of  lG5Gb. 

But  the  parliament  on  the  present  occasion  took  Vote  for 

1  l  .  abolishing 

still  wider  views,   and  aimed  at  more  important  thccowtof 
reforms.     They  came  to  a  vote  on  the  fifth  of  Au- 
gust that  the  court  of  chancery  should  be  wholly 
taken  away  and  abolished0.     In  the  course  of  the  Abuses  of 

.  ~,  ,  ,         that  court. 

debate  on  the  question,  tins  court  was  arhrmed  by 
some  members  to  be  the  greatest  grievance  of  the 
nation,  that  for  dilatoriness,  chargeableness,  and 
a  faculty  of  bleeding  the  people  in  the  purse- 
vein,  even  to  their  utter  perishing  and  undoing,  it 
might  compare  with,  if  not  surpass,  any  court 
in  the  world.  It  was  confidently  asserted  by  per- 
sons of  o-reat  weio-ht,  that  there  were  depend- 
ing  in  that  court  twenty  -three  thousand  causes, 
some  of  which  had  been  going  on  five,  ten,  twenty 
and  thirty  years,  that  no  ship  (that  is,  cause)  al- 
most sailed  in  the  sea  of  the  law,  but  first  or  last 
it  put  into  that  port,  and  that  what  was  ordered 
in  it  one  day  was  contradicted  the  next,  so  that  in 
some  causes  there  had  been  five  hundred  orders 
or  more :  the  chancery  was  therefore  no  better 
than  a  mystery  of  wickedness  and  a  standing  cheat. 
In  short,  so  many  horrible  tin  ere  affirmed  of 

it,  that  those  who  had  a  mind  to  be  its  advocat 


'  Journals,  A         I  p.  ■•"'         '  Journals. 
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book     had  little  to  say  in  its  behalf,  and  at  the  end  of 

in  •  • 

v __,   one  day's  debate,  the  question  being  put,  it  was 

I6i  .       voted  down'1. 
Different  The  next  business  of  the  parliament  was,  the 

brought  in  turning  this  vote  into  a  law.  It  was  therefore  re- 
£aboUsh  ferred  to  the  committee  of  the  law  to  bring-  in  a 
bill  for  the  purpose.  This  was  speedily  done; 
but  the  bill  was  rejected,  as  containing  no  provision 
for  the  period  after  the  court  of  chancery  should 
be  abolished,  nor  what  should  be  done  respecting 
causes  actually  belore  the  court.  A  second  bill 
underwent  the  same  fate.  A  third  was  judged 
by  the  authors  of  the  vote  to  have  had  too  much 
of  the  hand  of  lawyers  in  its  concoction,  and  that 
the  remedies  it  prescribed  were  worse  than  the 
disease.  Term  now  approached  ;  and  the  mem- 
bers who  had  been  most  strenuous  in  their  opposi- 
tion to  the  establishment,  offered  a  bill  to  suspend 
all  proceedings  in  chancery  for  one  month,  till  an 
effectual  provision  should  be  made  on  the  subject. 
But  the  persons  who  were  adverse  to  such  bold 
measures  of  reform,  and  Cromwel  was  now  secretly 
among  the  number,  took  courage,  resolved  to  op- 
pose the  tide,  and  threw  out  the  bill.  This  spe- 
cies of  opposition  inspired  the  reformers  with 
greater  energy,  and  other  members,  who  were  by 
this  time  in  town,  increased  their  numbers.  They 
brought  in   a  fourth  bill,  in  which  the   defects  of 

Exact  Relation,  |>.  L2 
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the  preceding,  and  particularly  of  the  first  bill,  chap. 
were  remedied,  provision  being  made  in  it  in  par- 
ticular, for  a  proper  conclusion  to  suits  now  in  1652 
hand,  as  well  as  for  the  termination  of  causes  of 
the  nature  of  those  which  were  ordinarily  brought 
into  chancery,  so  that  they  should  be  decided  in 
a  short  time,  and  for  the  most  part  at  an  expence 
of  thirty  or  forty  shillings.  But  this  bill  was 
only  read  twice,  and  in  the  pressure  of  questions 
more  strongly  agitating  the  passions  towards  the 
conclusion  of  the  parliament,  was  postponed  or 
forgotten  e. 

Another  business  of  the  highest  moment,  which  Project  for 

11  •  r     1    •  it  reducing  a 

occupied  the  attention  ot  this  assembly,  was  a  re-  code  of 
vision  and  new  modelling  of  the  whole  body  of 
the  law.  Many  of  the  members  were  of  opinion, 
that  the  cumbrous  volumes  of  the  statutes,  with 
all  their  intricacies,  accompanied  as  they  were, 
illustrated,  as  some  would  say,  but  in  the  opinion 
of  these  men  perplexed  and  obscured,  with  a  vast 
accumulation  of  reports,  cases,  and  precedents, 
were  an  insupportable  grievance.  They  conceived 
the  daring  idea  of  reducing  all  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land,  all  that  was  necessary  for  the  preservation 
of  the  state,  or  the  police  of  civil  society,  into  a 
certain  number  of  plain  aphorisms,  to  be  com- 
prised in  the  bigness  of  a  poeket-volumef.     After 


-  Exact  Relation,  p.  13,  1 1.  Journ  ils,Oct  15,  ir.  19,  17.  x 
ition,  p.  15,  < 
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B  o  o  K    two  days'  debute,  it  was  resolved  to  refer  tliis  mat- 
^_      ^   ter  to  the  committee  of  law  already  appointed s. 
16  The  committee  began  with  crimes  ;  treason  in  the 

first  place,  and  secondly  murder.  The  like  they 
intended  respecting»theft,  and  afterwards  to  have 
proceeded  with  the  ascertaining-  and  securing  of 
property,  and  the  executive  part  of  the  law,  so 
that  a  man  should  not,  as  had  hitherto  been  the 
case,  be  under  the  necessity  of  parting-  with  one 
portion  of  his  property  to  keep  another,  his  cow  to 
recover  his  horse,  and  one  parcel  of  land  to  pre- 
serve another.  This  code,  or  body  of  law,  when 
formed  by  the  committee,  was  to  undergo  the  pa- 
tient revision  of  the  house,  and,  as  they  should 
see  cause,  to  be  in  each  of  its  parts  adopted  or  re- 
jected. But  this,  with  a  variety  of  other  grand 
conceptions  and  improvements,  was  cut  off  by  the 
abrupt  catastrophe  of  the  parliament*1. 
Vote  f>n-  A  third  of  the  great  questions,  which  came  under 

abolishing  .  . 

prescnta-  the  consideration  of  this  assembly,  was  that  of  pre- 
advowsons.  sentations  to  benefices.  Nothing  could  be  more 
adverse  to  the  fervent  spirit  of  religion  now  pre- 
vailing in  the  triumphant  party,  and  indeed 
through  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of  England, 
than  the  rights  of  presentation  and  advowson, 
where  in  the  first  case  the  possessor  of  a  certain 
property  claimed  the  power  of  naming  the  priest 
of  the  parish   where  his  property  lay,  and  in  the 


*  Journals,  A        18    19.  '■  Exacl  Relation,  p.  17. 
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second  (as  the  term  is  used  in  ordinary  accepta-    chap. 

XXXIII 

tion)  for  a  given  sum  of  money  disposed  of  that 


right  to  another,  against  the  first  vacancy  that  1653. 
should  occur.  It  could  not  but  happen,  that  men 
so  enthusiastic,  or,  as  some  would  entitle  it,  so 
fanatical,  as  the  independents,  or  even  the  pres- 
byterians  of  these  times,  should  hold,  if  they  were 
consistent,  that  the  congregation,  who  sat  under 
a  preacher  that  was  to  lead  them  in  the  ways  of 
eternal  life,  should  have  a  pastor,  whose  modes  of 
thinking  coincided  with  their  own,  and  whose 
temper,  general  carriage,  and  modes  of  life  were 
agreeable  to  them.  Meanwhile  the  question  was 
interesting  to  many  individuals  of  that  class, 
which  is  in  ordinary  times  the  most  influential  in 
society ;  and  accordingly  an  earnest  stand  was 
made  in  their  favour.  It  was  carried  however  on 
the  seventeenth  of  November,  that  the  right  of 
presentation  to  benefices  should  be  taken  away, 
and  of  consequence  that  the  people  in  the  several 
parishes  should  be  authorized  to  chuse  their  own 
instructors:  and  a  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  to  that  effect'. 

A  fourth  question,  that  had  occupied  the  atten-  Vote 
tion  ol  parliament  trom  the  commencement  ot  its  tithes. 
sittings,  was  that  of  tithes  ;  and  three  days,  in  the 
week   immediately  after  that  in  which   they  met, 
were  occupied  in  the  debate  whether  the  mainte- 

1  Journals. 
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BOOK    nance  of  the  clergy   by  this    mode   of  provision 

in.  * 

i  j  should  be  continued k.     Accordingly,  one  of  the 

"'"'••  committees  which  were  named  by  the  assembly, 
for  the  discussion  and  arrangement  of  many  of 
the  most  important  questions  of  public  policy,  was 
chosen  to  examine  into  the  question  of  the  sacred- 
ness  of  the  property  which  was  thus  constituted1. 
Great  were  the  fluctuations  and  vicissitudes  of  the 
parliament  during-  the  subsequent  months;  and 
it  was  not  till  the  second  of  December  that  the 
committee  made  its  report,  the  principal  article 
of  which  was,  that  it  was  their  opinion  that  in- 
cumbents, rectors  and  impropriators  had  a  legal 
property  in  tithes,  and  that  they  ought  to  be  con- 
tinued accordingly"1.  The  debate  whether  the 
house  should  agree  with,  or  dissent  from,  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  occupied  five  entire  days  in 

Dec.  10.  the  following  week;  and  at  length,  on  Saturday, 
the  tenth  of  December,  it  was  determined,  by  fifty- 
six  to  fifty-four,  that  the  house  did  not  agree  to 
the  first  clause  of  the  report". 

New  conn-       On  the  first  of  November  a  new  council  of  state 

oil  of  state 

was  elected,  agreeably  to  the  rule  which  had  been 
observed  respecting  the  councils  of  the  third, 
fourth  and  fifth  years,  half  the  members  being- 
chosen  from  the  former  board,  and  an  equal  num- 
ber of  new  members  being  introduced.     The  most 

k  Ibid,  July  13,  15,  10.  '  See  above,  p.  232. 

1  "  Ibid. 
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memorable  circumstance  that  occurs  on  this  occa-    c  11  a  p. 
sion,  is  that  Fleetwood  and  Lambert  are  not  among    ^XXUI; 
the  members  of  the  old  council  that  were  con-       1658. 
tinued  in  office.  The  new  council  was  ordered  to 
sit  for  the  following  six  months0. 

0  Journals. 


VOL.  III.  2  V 


o?^ 


CHAPTER    XXXIV. 

POLICY  OF  CROMWEL. — HE  TURNS  AGAINST  THE 
PARLIAMENT. FORMS  NEW  ALLIANCES. SY- 
DENHAM ACCUSES  THE  PARLIAMENT. HIS  AC- 
CUSATIONS REFUTED. THE  SPEAKER  WITH- 
DRAWS,   AND     THE    HOUSE    IS    CLEARED. THE 

SPEAKER,  ACCOMPANIED  BY  SEVERAL  MEM- 
BERS, RESIGNS  HIS  AUTHORITY  INTO  CROM- 
wel's  HANDS. 
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At  this  period  the  deliberations  of  the  parliament 
were  abruptly  brought  to  a  close.  Cromwel,  as  we 
have  seen,  never  intended  this  assembly  for  any 
thing  more  than  a  cloak  and  a  pretext  for  his  am- 
bitious designs.  They  had  no  authority,  but  that 
which  he  and  his  council  of  officers  had  imparted 
to  them.  There  was  much  of  public  virtue  in  this 
assembly ;  they  possessed  no  common  portion  of 
that  wisdom  and  penetration  into  the  spirit  and 
consequences  of  social  institutions,  which  might 
seem  to  qualify  them  to  secure  essential  benefits 
to  that  age,  and  to  ages  which  should  succeed. 
But  they  had  no  solid  foundation  to  repose  upon. 
Their  courage  was  too  great  for  their  strength. 
Without  duly  reflecting  on'their  inherent  and  in- 
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defeasible  imbecility,  they  aimed  at  changes  and  chap. 
improvements,  that  would  have  demanded  per-  (__  * 
haps  more  than  the  authority  of  the  most  august,  1053. 
the  most  numerous,  and  the  most  authentically 
constituted  parliament,  to  carry  into  effect.  Yet 
it  was  not  easy  to  see  what  they  could  do.  If  they 
had  said,  We  are  not  a  parliament;  and  we  will 
take  no  steps,  but  such  as  are  necessary  to  pre- 
pare the  way  for  a  legal  representation,  they  would 
have  been  instantly  stopped  by  Cromwel  and  his 
officers.  The  thesis  was  always  at  hand  which 
had  been  acted  upon  by  Vane  and  Bradshaw  and 
Marten  and  the  late  parliament.  If  a  free  repre- 
sentative is  chosen,  the  king  will  be  restored,  the 
presbyterians,  if  not  the  episcopalians,  will  seize 
the  rule,  and  toleration,  and  freedom  in  thinking 
and  religion,  and  many  of  those  institutions  which 
we  most  highly  value,  and  for  which  we  so  earn- 
estly contended  with  onr  hearts'  blood,  will  be 
thrown  down,  and  trampled  under  foot. 

Cromwers  design  in  calling  this  assembly  was.  Aim  ofttw 
by  the  actual  experiment  to  shew  to  his  friends  Benem1, 
and  the  public  at  large  that  they  were  essentially 
unequal  to  effect  the  purposes  that  the  general 
welfare  demanded,  and  thus  to  induce  as  great  a 
number  of  persons  as  possible,  to  make  it  their 
request  and  their  wish,  that  lie  would  assume 
those  functions  and  that  magistracy  for  the  pos- 
session of  which  he  so  earnestly  panted. 

Ambition  is  a  principle]  which,  if  it  finds  a  man   Hfadupli. 

city 

2  i-  2 
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honest,  will  perhaps  never  leave  him  so.  Cromwel 
had  been  deeply  exercised  in  the  arts  of  fraud 
and  delusion  some  years  before,  in  conjunction 
with  one  of  the  noblest  of  his  contemporaries,  the 
republican  Iretona.  These  arts  were  then  prac- 
tised, as  probably  both  of  them  thought,  for  the 
most  patriotic  and  disinterested  purposes.  Crom- 
wel now  called  them  into  play  for  ends  less  un- 
equivocal, and  that  had  more  in  them  of  the  alloy 
of  selfishness.  He  saw  that,  to  make  clear  work 
in  removing  the  present  assembly,  and  leave  no 
botches  behind,  he  must  endeavour  to  combine 
as  many  interests  in  his  favour  as  possible. 

Cromwel  had  been,  from  his  entrance  into  the 
army  of  the  parliament  to  the  commencement  of 
the  present  year,  almost  as  earnest  and  thorough 
a  reformer  in  sentiment,  as  any  man  of  his  nation. 
Nay,  when  the  present  parliament  sat  down  in  the 
beginning  of  July,  he  probably  entertained,  and 
professed  to  entertain,  the  same  opinions  respect- 
ing the  corruptions  of  the  law  and  of  the  church- 
establishment,  and  the  inexpediency  of  tithes,  as 
those  which  prevailed  most  in  that  assembly.  But 
he  now  beoan  to  look  about  him.  He  wanted 
friends :  and  friends  and  partisans  are  no  where 
so  expeditiously  and  effectually  got,  as  by  com- 
bining with  great  bodies  of  men,  animated  with 
one  common  interest.  The  clergy  and  the  lawyers 


■  See  above,  Vol.  II,  p.  202,  203,  204. 
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were  deeply  wounded,  were  exasperated,  by  the    chap. 

measures  now  in  progress.   The  men  of  property,    k      J 

who  had  the  presentation  of  benefices  annexed  less. 
to  their  estates,  were  equally  irritated.  Cromwel 
and  these  men  had  one  sentiment  in  common, 
the  desire  to  defeat  the  purposes  of  this  assem- 
bly :  they  from  sordid  interest,  or,  in  a  milder 
phrase,  from  the  desire  of  retaining  the  provision 
for  their  families  which  had  been  handed  down 
to  them,  and  the  emoluments  of  the  professions  to 
which  they  had  been  bred.  These  different  inter-  Forms  new 

.  ill  f\  alliances. 

ests  soon  came  to  understand  each  other.  Crom- 
wel gave  a  secret  intimation  to  the  lawyers,  and 
the  clergy,  and  those  who  had  the  privilege  of 
presentation  to  livings,  that,  if  they  would  stand 
by  him  in  his  designs,  he  would  conjure  down 
the  storm  that  now  threatened  their  dearest  inter- 
ests. Such  compacts  are  even  in  some  cases  to  a 
certain  degree  understood,  without  the  interven- 
tion  of  words.  The  natural  sentiments  of  human 
beings  lead  to  the  cooperation  required.  Crom- 
wel stood  in  need  of  the  lawyers  and  the  clergy 
and  the  patrons,  and  he  enabled  them  to  defeat 
their  enemies.  Having  received  from  him  so  im- 
portant  a  service,  they  felt  inclined  to  benefit  him 
in  return  ;  or,  to  put  it  at  the  lowest,  their  thoughts 
became  mollified  toward  him,  and  they  could  bet- 
ter endure  to  contemplate  him  in  the  high  office 
which  he  presently  alter  assumed.  Calumni- 

....  II  r        i  ;,u's  ,luTa'- 

Cromwel  was  familiar  with  the  arts  oi  calumny.   lUmentof 
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By  the  most  atrocious  insinuations  he  had  under- 
mined the  character  of  the  late  parliament.  Nay, 
so  skilfully  and  perseveringly  had  he  done  this, 
that  a  part  of  his  charges  has  remained  unrefuted 
to  the  present  day.  With  equal  skill  and  equal 
success  he  pursued  the  character  of  this  short  par- 
liament of  his  own  nomination. 

He  came  to  the  firm  resolve  to  effect  their  disso- 
lution. But  he  did  not  judge  it  to  be  wise  to  effect 
it  in  the  same  manner  with  that  of  the  preceding 
spring.  With  the  republican  parliament  which 
had  jioverned  England  from  the  death  of  Charles 
the  First  he  deemed  it  a  vain  attempt  to  endea- 
vour to  dissolve  the  compact  by  which  they  were 
bound  to  each  other.  He  therefore  attacked  them 
with  plain  force  and  undisguised  defiance.  Not 
so  on  the  present  occasion.  It  would  have  been 
strange  indeed,  if,  in  an  assembly  of  his  own  no- 
mination, he  had  not  been  able  to  secure  to  him- 
self a  considerable  number  of  followers.  In  reality 
the  parliament  was  almost  equally  divided  between 
the  immoveable  advocates  of  reform,  and  those 
members  whose  decisions  Cromwel  could  almost 
turn  and  wind  as  he  pleased.  If  he  had  desired  it,  it 
is  extremely  probable  that,  with  his  extraordinary 
talent  of  persuasion,  and  the  means  of  corruption 
he  might  have  commanded,  he  could  have  turned 
the  formidable  minority  that  now  voted  as  he 
pleased,  into  a  majority. 

But  this  was  not  what  he  aimed  at.    His  object 
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was  to  break  the  present  assembly.     He  sought   chap. 

XXXIV' 

only  a  plausible  opportunity  for  the  purpose;  and  ^^^> 
lie  conceived  that  he  had  found  an  opportunity  less. 
now,  as  good  as  he  could  hope  for.  The  prelimi- 
nary vote  in  condemnation  of  tithes  having  been 
given  on  Saturday,  the  next  day  therefore  was 
spent  in  arranging  the  measures  that  were  to  be 
put  in  execution  on  Monday. 

Accordingly"  those  members  who  were  in  the  Speech©* 

©  J  Sydenham. 

secret,  met  at  an  earlier  hour  than  usual;  and,  Dec.  12. 
Rous,  the  speaker,  being  in  their  interest,  a  house 
was  soon  organised.  Colonel  Sydenham  then  rose 
to  address  the  chair.  Me  said,  that  he  must  take 
leave  to  unburthen  himself  of  some  things  that 
had  long  lain  upon  his  heart.  He  had  to  speak, 
not  of  matters  relating  to  the  well-being  of  the 
commonwealth,  but  that  were  inseparable  from  its 
existence.  He  then  proceeded  to  load  the  mea- 
sures of  the  parliament,  and  particularly  of  a  ma- 
jority of  its  members,  with  the  most  heinous  alle- 
gations. He  said  that  they  aimed  at  no  less,  than 
destroying  the  clergy,  the  law,  and  the  property 
of  the  subject.  Their  purpose  was  to  take  away 
the  law  of  the  land,  and  the  birthrights  of  Eng- 
lishmen, for  which  they  had  so  long  been  con- 
tending with  their  blood,  and  to  substitute  in  its 
room  a  code,  modelled  on  the  law  of  Moses,  and 
which  was  adapted  only  for  the  nation  of  the  Jews. 
In  the  heat  of  their  enthusiastical  fervour  they  had 
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laid  the  axe  to  the  root  of  the  Christian  ministry, 
alleging  that  it  was  Babylonish,  and  that  it  was 
Antichrist.  They  were  the  enemies  of  all  intel- 
lectual cultivation  and  all  learning.  He  noticed 
a  motion  that  had  been  made  by  some  member, 
that  the  great  officers  of  the  army  should  be  treated 
with  to  serve  without  pay  for  one  year,  and  an- 
other suggestion  that  had  been  offered,  in  the 
progress  of  the  bill  of  assessment  for  six  months 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  army  and  navy,  that 
the  bill  should  be  laid  aside,  till  a  plan  had  been 
arranged  for  a  more  equal  taxation  of  the  subject : 
symptoms  which  in  no  equivocal  manner  indicated 
a  deep-laid  design  in  some,  aiming  at  the  total 
dissolution  of  the  army.  Under  these  circum- 
stances he  said,  that  he  could  no  longer  satisfy 
himself  to  sit  in  that  house;  and  he  moved,  that 
the  continuance  of  this  parliament,  as  now  consti- 
tuted, would  not  be  for  the  good  of  the  common- 
wealth, and  that  therefore  it  was  requisite  that  the 
house  in  a  body  should  repair  to  the  lord  general, 
to  deliver  back  into  his  hands  the  powers  which 
they  had  received  from  him. — The  motion  was 
seconded  by  sir  Charles  Wolseleyb. 

The  majority  of  the   accusations  thus  brought 


b  Journal?.  Ludlow,  p.  172,  et  scqq.  Exact  Relation,  p.  2-3. 
True  Narrative  of  Dissolution,  p.  1,  ?,  Li.  Clarendon,  p.  484. 
Heath,  p.  353 
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against  the  parliament  were  atrocious  calumnies,  chap. 
A  great  portion  of  its  members  were  men  of  rank  (^_  * 
and  estate,  men  of  cultivated  minds,  of  liberal  1653. 
principles,  and  deep  reflection,  every  way  qualified 
for  legislators,  if  they  had  been  called  to  that  of- 
fice by  the  national  voice  and  a  more  unequivocal 
authority  ;  and  this  character  at  least  as  much  be- 
longed to  the  reformers,  as  to  the  present  adhe- 
rents of  Cromwel.  It  was  to  the  last  decree  idle 
to  say,  that  the  men  who  aimed  to  simplify  the 
code  of  legislation,  and  free  it  from  the  mass  of 
barbarism  and  complexity  in  which  it  was  in- 
volved, were  enemies  to  the  birthrights  and  liber- 
ties of  their  country.  It  was  only  by  the  most  vul- 
gar species  of  abuse,  that  those  who  disapproved 
of  the  maintenance  of  the  clergy  by  the  burthen- 
some  and  vexatious  method  of  tithes,  could  be  said 
to  be  the  enemies  of  all  ministers  and  all  learning. 

An  expedient  was  proposed  to  the  house  by  the   Act  ten- 
first  member  who  rose  as  soon  as  Sydenham's  mo-  equal  pro!" 
tion  had  been  made  and  seconded,  in  the  form  of  .v,,SIon  for 

the  mamte- 

a  bill,  which  the  proposer  hoped  would  reconcile  naiKeof 

■  ,  l'le  clergy. 

all  parties  on  the  question  of  tithesc.  This  expe- 
dient was  so  far  from  being  intended  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  parochial  clergy,  that  its  express 
object  was,  to  render  the  revenues  of  the  clergy 
more  certain  and  equal,  by  reducing  benefices  of 
two    hundred   pounds  per  annum    and   upwards, 


Exact  Relation,  p.  ,'V;  and  Pr<  I 
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and  increasing-  those  of  smaller  income,  and  also 
for  in akiiig-  a  provision  for  the  widows  and  chil- 
dren of  ministers.  It  has  further  been  observed, 
that  the  Long-  Parliament,  when  they  abolished 
episcopacy,  and  sold  the  temporal  revenues  of  the 
bishops,  deans  and  chapters,  made  an  express  re- 
serve of  all  impropriations,  which  were  to  be  ap- 
plied to  increase  the  revenues  of  the  parochial 
clergy  and  the  colleges,  and  that  a  similar  reserve 
was  made  by  this  assembly  in  their  act  for  enabling 
delinquents  to  compound  for  their  estates'1. 

As  to  the  motion  that  was  made  for  inviting  the 
great  officers  of  the  army  to  serve  for  one  year 
without  pay,  and  the  other  that  the  assessment  for 
the  army  and  navy  should  be  deferred,  till  some 
more  equal  mode  of  taxation  might  be  devised,  it 
may  be  sufficient  to  say,  that  it  is  wholly  inequi- 
table to  make  any  assembly,  or  even  any  party,  re- 
sponsible for  a  motion  made  by  an  individual, 
which  is  taken  up  by  no  one,  but  dies  even  in  the 
proposing-. 

Cromwel  himself  adopted  these  calumnies  in 
his  speech  to  the  parliament  of  the  following  year, 
where  he  says,  that,  if  these  refinements  were  but 
mere  notions,  he  should  be  inclined  to  say,  Let 


a  Parliamentary  History,  Vol.  XX,  p.  245.  The  reference  an- 
nexed to  this  statement  is  erroneous,  and  I  have  not  heen  able  to 
find  the  passage;  but  there  cannot  be  a  reasonable  doubt  that  it 
i-  taken  from  some  contemporary  authority. 
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them  alone.  Hut,  when  they  come  to  tell  us  that  chat. 
liberty  and  property  are  not  the  badges  of  the  ^  ^J 
kingdom  of  Christ,  that,  instead  of  regulating  laws,  1653. 
laws  are  to  be  abrogated,  nay,  subverted,  and 
would  perhaps  bring  in  the  Judaical  law,  they 
then  deserved  to  be  opposed0.  And  again  in  his 
speech  to  the  parliament  of  1(557,  "  When  sober 
men  saw  how  things  were  going  in  that  assembly, 
they  came,  and  returned  the  power  into  my  hands. 
Otherwise,  the  issue  of  that  meeting  would  have 
been  the  subversion  of  your  laws,  and  of  all  the 
liberties  of  this  nation,  the  destruction  of  the  mi- 
nisters of  the  gospel  :  in  a  word,  the  confusion  of 
all  things,  and,  instead  of  order,  to  set  up  the  ju- 
dicial law  of  Moses,  in  abrogation  of  all  our  ad- 
ministrations*." 

To  return. — The  motion  of  Sydenham  had  no   Debate  on 
sooner  been  made   and  seconded,  than  a  member  ^^"p,.)- 
from  the  other  side  of  the  house  rose,  to   defend   roslt,on- 
the  character  of  the   assembly.      He  enumerated 
the  various  measures  conducive  to  the  public  ad- 
vantage that  were  in  progress,  and  extolled  in  the 
highest  terms  the  disinterestedness  and  diligence 
of  the  parliament  and   its   committees.      Ue  pro- 
tested with   much  earnestness  against  a  measure 
fraught  with  such   incalculable  calamity,  as  the 
dispersion  of  the  assembly.      He  was  followed  by 

■  Parliamentary  History,  Vol.  XX,  p.  3*25. 
'  Harris,  I  il         I  'I.  I'-  ■■ 
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book    several  other  members  who  spoke  on  the  same  side; 

v   in  _y  Mid  the  debate  promised  to  be  of  considerable  du- 

i65n.      ration.      Every  instant  the  house  increased  by  the 

resort  of  members.     This  did  not  suit  the  views 

of  Cromwcl's  followers,  who  began  to  fear  that  the 

Thespeakcr  motion  might  be  carried  against  them.  They 
therefore  devised  a  new  and  irregular  expedient 
suited  to  the  emergency.     Rous,  the  speaker,  was 

Repairs  to  on  their  side  of  the  question.  Suddenly  he  rose, 
and  left  the  chair.  The  Serjeant  took  up  the  mace, 
and  carried  it  before  him,  as  he  quitted  the  hall; 
and  as  many  members  as  were  favourable  to  the 
motion,  followed  him,  and  immediately  repaired 
to  Whitehall,  to  demand  admission  to  Cromwel. 
There  appear  to  have  been  about  seventy  members 
present  in  the  house ;  and,  when  Rous  and  his 
supporters  were  gone,  there  remained  thirty-four 
or  thirty-fives.  This  secession  however  immedi- 
ately put  an  end  to  their  business.  They  had  no 
speaker;  and  the  numbers  that  remained  did  not 
constitute  a  quorum,  which,  by  the  rules  of  the 
house,  must  consist  of  not  fewer  than  forty.  Har- 
rison appears  to  have  been  one  of  these,  as  well 
as  one  of  the  speakers  in  the  debate  that  had  pre- 
ceded. They  continued  in  consultation  as  to 
what  was  to  be  done.  Presently  however  two  of- 
ficers, colonel  Goffe  and  major  White,  came  in, 
and  intreated  them  to  withdraw.     This  they  re- 

•  Exacl  Relation,  p.  .'.">.     True  Narrative,  p.  3. 
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fused  to  do,  but  upon  compulsion.     Accordingly  chap. 

a  file  of  musqueteers  was  introduced;  the  house    v ', 

was  cleared,  and  the  doors  closed h.  1653. 

The  account  of  the  business  of  the  day,  by  i8 cleared. 

whomsoever  composed,  which  is  inserted  in  the  Theqaea- 

1  tion  on  Sy- 

Journals,  says,  that  the  members  that  acccompa-  denham's 
nied  Rous  in  his  secession  were  the  greater  part  of  not  put. 
those  who  were  sitting  in  the  house  ;  and  Cromwel 
affirmed  the  same  thing  in  his  speech  to  the  parlia- 
ment of  the  following  year. — But  this  account 
refutes  itself.  Undoubtedly  he  would  have  much 
preferred  that  the  motion  for  delivering  back  the 
powers  they  had  received  into  the  generals  hands 
by  whom  they  were  given,  should  have  been  for- 
mally carried,  to  the  irregular  and  anomalous  pro- 
ceeding which  took  place.  But  it  appears  from  the 
Journals  themselves,  as  well  as  from  every  other  au- 
thority, that  the  question  was  never  put  to  the  vote. 

The  seceders,  having  arrived  at  Whitehall,  with-  The  sece- 
drew  into  an  apartment,  and  there  put  on  paper  a  thJiramho- 
certain  number  of  lines  expressive  of  their  resi^-  rity'nto t,,e 

r  a      hands  ot 

nation  of  their  powers  to  Cromwel,  and  subscribed  Cromwel. 
it  with  their  hands.  This  being  prepared,  the 
general  was  soon  found,  and  they  were  admitted 
to  an  audience.  Me  expressed  the  utmost  sur- 
prise at  their  errand,  and  seemed  not  without  dif- 
ficulty to  be  prevailed  on,  by  Lambert  and  others, 
to  yield  to  their  wishes. — In  a  speech  to  the  fol-  Barefaced 
lowing  parliament,  he  protested  that,  so  far  from  h)ss' 


is  protes- 
tations. 
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hook    bavins:  any  hand  in  the  measure,  he  was  an  ab- 

v ^j   solute  stranger  to  the  design,  till  the  speaker,  with 

I-  the  major  part  of  the  house,  came  to  him,  and  de- 

livered the  instrument  of  their  resignation  into  his 
hand  '.    Lie  very  properly  says  in  the  same  speech, 
I   have  appealed   to  God   before  you  already  ;   I 
know  that  it  is  a  tender  thing  to  make  appeals  to 
God  k. — In  fact,  Cromwel  had  now  lost  to  a  great 
degree  the  ingenuousness  of  his  nature,  and  seems 
to  have  made   no   scruple  of  sanctioning  by  the 
most  solemn  protestations  the  most  notorious  fals- 
hoods.    lie  was  in  the  situation  of  a  king  ;  so  that, 
however  freely  his  assertions   might  be  animad- 
verted on  by  the  public  at  large,  the  voice  of  con- 
tradiction  was    never    suffered  to   approach   his 
sacred  ear. — Will   any  man  believe  that  a  file  of 
musqueteers  could  be  marched   into  the  parlia- 
ment-house,  and   the   chamber  be   emptied  and 
locked,  without  the  privity  of  the  general  ? 
Majority  of       The  number  of  members  who  signed  the  instru- 
bi)  sign       ment  of  resignation  consisted  at  first  only  of  those 
cation!1'11'     wno  na(l  accompanied  the  speaker  in  his  progress 
from  the  place  of  their  sitting  to  the  presence  of 
Cromwel.     But  the  amount  of  signatures  was  in- 
creased  during  the  three  or  four  following  days, 
so  as  ultimately  to  have  probably  become  a  ma- 
jority of  the  assembly.     It  is   said  that  eighty 
members  signed.     Several  yielded  to  the  solicita- 
tions of  the  friends  of  the  general,  several  from 

1  Parliamentary  History,  Vol.  XX,  j>.  355.  k  Ibid,  p.  354. 
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fear,  and  unwilling    to  expose  themselves  to  the    chap. 

X  \  \  I V 

displeasure  of  those  in  power,  several  because  ii 
certain  of  their  companions  and  allies  had  done  igj3. 
it  already,  several  happy  that  they  might  so  be 
rid  of  a  troublesome  and  thankless  employment, 
and  several  because  they  would  not  expose  them- 
selves to  the  charge  of  ambition,  and  an  overween- 
ing  love  of  dignity  and  power1. 

It  has  justly  been  observed  that  nothing  could  Disgrace 
be  more  irregular,  or  less  honourable  to  the  mem-  thispro- 
bers  of  parliament  by  whom  this  measure  was  l"m,m6- 
adopted,  than  the  resignation  which  thus  took 
place m.  It  is  true,  they  were  first  nominated  by 
Cromwel  and  his  council  of  officers.  But  they 
were  at  the  same  time  named  representatives  for 
certain  counties  and  divisions  of  England.  The 
moment  they  accepted  the  supreme  authority,  and 
called  themselves  a  parliament,  they  had  a  higher 
duty,  and  ought  to  have  forgotten  the  irregularity 
of  their  original.  They  were  bound  to  consider  the 
country  for  which  they  were  intrusted,  and  the  di- 
visions of  the  country  whose  representatives  they 
were  called.  Cromwel  told  them  at  their  first 
assembling,  that  they  were  called  together  because, 
it  was  unfit  that  the  political  power  should  remain 
in  military  hands  even  for  a  day  :  he  therefore 
came  there  to  resign  all  authority  of  that  sort,  and 
to  retire  into  a  private  station ".     They  might  us 


1  Exacl  Relation,  p.  r,  '"  Ibid.  See  above,  p 
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BOOK  well  in  justice  and  propriety  have  resigned  the 
,s___>_,  supreme  authority  with  which  they  were  invested, 
1658.  into  the  hands  of  any  other  man,  as  of  Cromwel. 
it  was  not  It  is  fitting  however  we  should  remember, 
the  Lsem.  that  what  was  thus  done,  was  not  the  act  of  the 
assembly,  and  never  properly  formed  any  part 
of  its  proceedings.  They  accepted  an  important 
trust,  when  the  public  was  deserted,  and  there 
was  no  one  left  to  watch  over  its  interests.  And 
gallantly  they  discharged  the  office  on  which  they 
had  entered.  It  was  CromweFs  purpose,  to  esta- 
blish an  incompetent  authority,  and  in  the  end  to 
say  to  his  partisans,  See,  how  little  capable  they  are 
of  effecting  substantia]  good  !  It  was  his  plan,  that, 
after  a  few  ineffectual  struggles,  they  should  re- 
pair to  him,  and  formally  return  into  his  hands  the 
powers  they  had  received.  In  all  he  was  disap- 
pointed. They  entered  with  grave  counsels  and 
sage  deliberation  upon  the  measures,  which  he 
had  recommended,  and  which  the  republicans  of 
that  time  approved.  And  at  length,  finding  that 
he  could  not  bring  about  a  regular  surrender  of 
their  powers,  he  was  compelled  to  contrive  a  de- 
spicable juggle,  and  by  a  sort  of  hair-breadth  ma- 
noeuvre to  effect  the  semblance  of  that,  which  with 
all  his  power  and  all  his  arts  he  was  not  able 
really  to  obtain.  In  the  attempt  he  lost  several 
of  his  most  valued  connections,  and  among  the 
rest  the  public-spirited  Harrison. 
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CHAPTER    XXXV. 

CROMWEL  IS  INSTALLED  LORD  PROTECTOR. —  ACT 
OF  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH 
OF  ENGLAND,  SCOTLAND  AND  IRELAND. 

Cromwel  was  so  thoroughly  prepared   for  the    chap. 
event  of  which  he  professed  to  have  had  no  anti-    v^*X_^y 
cipation,  that,  on  the  fourth  day  from  the  abdi-      i65s. 
cation  of  the  parliament,  he  was  solemnly  installed  £232? 
in  the  office  of  Lord   Protector  of  the  Common-  Lord  rro" 

tcctor. 

wealth  of  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland.  The 
ceremony  took  place  in  Westminster  Hall  about 
one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  It  was  attended  by 
the  commissioners  of  the  seal  (Keble  and  Lisle ; 
Whitlocke  being  in  Sweden),  the  judges,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  council,  and  the  lord  mayor  and  alder- 
men. A  chair  of  state,  with  a  rich  carpet  and 
cushions,  had  been  prepared.  The  persons  offi- 
ciating arranged  themselves,  Keble  on  the  right 
hand  of  the  chair,  and  Lisle  on  the  left,  the  judges 
on  both  sides,  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  on 
the  right,  and  the  members  of  the  council  on  the 
left.  Cromwel  and  the  chief  officers  of  the  army 
then  entered  the  Hall,  and  took  their  places,  (  V<>in- 
w .  I  next  td  the  lord  commissioner  Lish     and  the 

VOL.    Ill  '2    (» 


III. 


,-(j4  HISTORY    01     I  HI'  COMMONS  EALTH. 

hook  (.lliccrs  below  the  members  of  the  council.  Crom- 
w  el  was  without  robes,  in  a  clokc  and  suit  of  black 
velvet.  His  life-guard,  and  many  of  the  military 
also  were  present.  All  were  standing-,  and  bare- 
headed. 
Hisoathof  Lambert  then,  either  as  the  president  of  the 
°ftk'°'  council,  or  as  the  senior  officer  of  the  army  there 

present,  came  forward  to  declare  the  dissolution 
of  the  parliament,  and  the  plan  of  government 
which  had  been  prepared  by  the  council  of  the 
army,  and  sanctioned  by  the  principal  officers  of 
state,  and  to  invite  Cromwel,  in  the  name  of  the 
whole,  to  take  upon  him  the  office  of  chief  magis- 
trate under  this  constitution.  An  act  was  next 
read  by  Jessop,  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  council, 
entitled,  The  Government  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and  the  Domi- 
nions thereto  belonging,  which  occupied  half:an- 
hour.  Cromwel  having,  though  with  much  seem- 
ing reluctance,  declared  his  consent.  Lisle  read  to 
him  his  oath  as  protector,  which  he  signed.  The 
great  officers  of  state  then  invited  him  to  take 
possession  of  the  chair,  which  he  did,  covering 
himself.  The  lord-commissioners  delivered  to 
him  the  seal,  and  the  lord  mayor  his  sword  of 
office,  which  were  returned*. 
in.  ad-  We  can  only  make  out  by  inference  who  were 

JjJ?     Cromwel's  favourite  counsellors  on  this  occasion. 


'  Cromwelliana,  p.  131.    Parliamentary  History,  Vol.  XX,  ]>■  248, 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH.  595 

Of  the  twelve  original  counsellors  named  by  him    ch  \  r 
in  the  preceding  April  six  were  preserved,   Lain-  ' 

bert,  Desborough,  Strickland,  Sydenham,  Philip  isss. 
Jones,  and  sir  Gilbert  Pickering;  and  six  omitted, 
Harrison,  Tomlinson,  Stapeley,  Carew,  Moyer  and 
Bennet.  To  the  six  preserved  were  added  seven 
from  among  those  who  hail  been  named  by  the 
parliament  on  their  meeting,  lord  Lisle,  sir  An- 
thony Ashley  Cooper,  sir  Charles  Wolseley,  Fleet- 
wood, Montagu,  Richard  Major,  and  Henry  Law- 
rence. To  these  counsellors  were  now  first  added 
by  Cromwel  major  general  Skippon,  and  Francis 
Rous,  the  late  speaker. 

The  first  article  in  the  institute  of  government  ParticuL 
was,  that  the  supreme  legislative  authority  should  scheme  of 
be  in  one  person,  and  the  people  in  parliament  as-  f™^ 
sembled  ;  and  that  the  style  of  that  person  should 
be  lord  protector.  It  proceeded,  that  the  protector 
should  be  assisted  with  a  council,  of  not  fewer 
than  thirteen,  nor  more  than  twenty-one  persons  ; 
that  all  writs,  processes,  commissions  and  grants 
should  run  in  his  name  ;  and  that  from  him  should 
be  derived  all  magistracy  and  honours;  that  he 
should  order  the  militia,  and  forces  both  by  sea 
and  land,  and  with  his  council  should  have  the 
power  of  war  and  peace  ;  that  no  law  should  be 
altered,  suspended,  abrogated,  or  repealed,  but  b) 
the  authority  of  parliament ;  and  that  a  parliament 
should  be  summoned  in  every  third  year.  It  di- 
rected, that  tin.  summons  I     |  i     at  should  I 
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book    by  writ  under  the  great  seal,  and  that,  if  the  pro- 
^_        .    tector  should  neglect  to  order  these  writs,  the 
166         keeper  or  keepers  of  the  seal  should  issue  them 
on  their  own  authority  under  pain  of  high  treason. 
Also,  in  case  of  similar  neglect  in  these  officers, 
the  sheriffs  of  the  counties  should  proceed  in  the 
election  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  writs  had 
been  issued,  under  the  like  penalty.     Each  par- 
liament was  to  sit  five  months ;  and,  if  an  inter- 
mediate parliament  was  called  by  the  lord  protec- 
tor, it  was  not  to  be  prorogued  or  dissolved  within 
three  months,  unless  by  its  own  consent.     In  case 
of  war  with  any  foreign  state,  a  parliament  was  to 
be  summoned  immediately.     The  institute  deter- 
mined, that  every  person  possessing  an  estate,  real 
or  personal,  to  the  value  of  two  hundred  pounds, 
should  have  a  vote  at  the  election  of  members  of 
parliament,  excepting  such  as  had  been  concerned 
in  the  war  against  the  parliament,  or  in  the  rebel- 
lion in  Ireland.     It  ordered,  that  all  bills  passed 
by  the  parliament  should  be  presented  to  the  lord 
protector  for  his  assent,  and,  if  he  did  not  assent 
within  twenty  days,  the  parliament  might  declare 
his  neglect,  and  the  bills  should  then  become  law 
notwithstanding.     The  army  was  limited  not  to 
exceed  ten  thousand  horse,  and  twenty  thousand 
foot.     It  was  also  directed,  that,  till  the  meeting 
of  the  first  triennial  parliament  in  September  1654, 
the  protector  and  council  might  have  power  to 
raise  money  for  the  public  defence,  and  to  make 
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.such  laws  and  ordinances  as  the  welfare  of  tlie  chap. 
nation  should  require.  No  member  could  be  re-  ^_ 
moved  from  the  council,  but  for  corruption,  or  i6ss. 
such  other  miscarriage  as  should  be  judged  of  by 
a  committee  from  the  parliament  and  the  council, 
together  with  the  keeper  or  keepers  of  the  seal  ; 
the  removal  during  the  intervals  of  parliament  to 
be  made  by  the  council  itself  with  the  consent  of 
the  protector.  The  institute  further  ordered,  that 
the  keeper  or  keepers  of  the  seal,  the  treasurer, 
the  admiral,  the  chief  justices  of  the  two  benches, 
and  the  chief  governors  of  Scotland  and  Ireland, 
should  be  nominated  by  parliament,  and  in  the 
intervals  of  parliament  by  the  protector  aud  coun- 
cil ;  that,  as  soon  as  might  be,  a  provision  should 
be  made  for  the  maintenance  of  the  clergy,  less 
subject  to  scruple  and  contention,  and  more  cer- 
tain, than  the  way  of  tithes ;  and  that  no  person 
should  be  compelled  to  conform  to  the  established 
church,  nor  should  any  be  restrained,  but  pro- 
tected, in  the  profession  and  exercise  of  his  re- 
ligion, with  an  exception  of  the  adherents  of  po- 
pery and  prelacy.  It  was  one  article  in  the  insti- 
tute of  government,  that  Oliver  Cromwel  should 
be  declared  lord  protector  for  life,  and  that,  in  case 
of  his  demise,  the  council  of  state  should  assemble 
to  the  number  of  not  fewer  than  thirteen,  and  im- 
mediately elect  his  successor. — This  clause  has 
been  supposed  to  have  been  inserted  to  conciliate 
Lambert,  and  to  feed  him  with  the  hope  of  being 
cond  lord  protector. 
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Constitu- 
tion of  Uie 
represents: 
live  body. 


The  plan  for  the  future  representation  of  the 
people  seems  to  have  been  copied  from  the  unfor- 
tunate act,  which  was  on  the  point  of  passing:  into 
a  law  on  the  twentieth  of  the  preceding  April,  but 
which  Cromwel   had  extinguished  by  his  violent 
proceedings  of  that  day.     The  representatives  for 
England   were  to   be  four  hundred.     All   petty 
boroughs,    where    there    was    scarcely   a    single 
house,  were  suppressed,  and  the  representation, 
as  nearly  as  might  be,  proportioned  to  the  amount 
of  taxation.     Of  these,  two  hundred  and  sixty-one 
were  to  be  county  members  ;  beside  six   for  Lon- 
don, two  for  the   isle  of  Ely,  two  for  the  isle  of 
Wight,  and  two  each  for  Exeter,  Plymouth,  York, 
Colchester, Gloucester,  Canterbury,  Leicester,  Lin- 
coln,   Westminster,   Norwich,    Lynn,  Yarmouth, 
Nottingham,  Shrewsbury,  Taunton,  Bristol,  Ips- 
wich, Bury,  Southwark,  Coventry,  Worcester  and 
Salisbury,  one   each  for  the  two  universities,  and 
one  each  for  all  the  towns  and  boroughs  that  were 
thought  worthy  to  be  represented,  among  which 
Manchester  is  enumerated.     In  addition  to  these, 
there  were  to  be  thirty  representatives  for  Scotland, 
and  thirty   for   Ireland,   the   distribution   of  the 
counties,  cities,  and  places  represented,  and  the 
number  of  their  representatives  respectively,  being 
to  be  determined   by  the  lord  protector  and  his 
council,  previously  to  issuing  the  writs. 

This  constitution  has  certainly  much  merit : 
but  will  its  merits  atone  for  the  obliquity  and  am- 
bition -t  it-  author?  It  has    tl><  sin  of  exhibiting 
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him  as  deserting  tlic  principles  on  which  he  began    c  n  \  p. 

his  career,  of  alienating  from  him  the  best  friends    ^__ , 

of  those  principles,  teaching  them  to  doubt  whether  i65s. 
there  was  any  patriotism  that  would  persevering!) 
resist  the  power  of  temptation,  and  spreading-  a 
hue  of  despair  over  a  cause  in  which  they  had 
engaged  with  the  most  ardent  enthusiasm  and  the 
most  entire  confidence.  His  excuse  was  in  the 
character  of  the  nation  :  whatever  were  the  sen- 
timents and  aims  of  the  chiefs,  the  people  were 
not  republicans. — It  was  certainly  a  portentous 
clause,  which  authorised  the  council  to  enact  laws 
and  ordinances,  till  the  meeting  of  the  next  par- 
liament. 
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